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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!

Prayer for the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Holy triune God, through Your Holy Spirit, open our hearts and
minds to understand that You, in giving the Church the Bible,
were not confronting the Church with riddles for it to solve, but
to make men wise unto salvation. Help us to trust that everything
that directly pertains to salvation and eternal life is very clearly
presented in the Scriptures. Grant that we read Your Word with a
childlike faith so that we understand and learn what You are
teaching us. May we hold to Your teachings and thus know the
truth that will set us free from harmful error, sin, death, and hell.
Grace us with the blessed liberty of being Your children and in
Your care. We ask all of this in the Son’s name. Amen.




Confession and Absolution

773 Hear Us, Father, When We Pray

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
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Stand

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Entrance Hymn
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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@ Let us pray.

O Lord, let Your merciful ears be attentive to the prayers of Your
servants, and by Your Word and Spirit teach us how to pray that
our petitions may be pleasing before You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading: Genesis 18:20-33

Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, I will go down to see
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has
come to me. And if not, I will know.”

So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but
Abraham still stood before the LORD. Then Abraham drew near and
said, "Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?
Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep
away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it?
Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death
with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that
from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And
the LORD said, "If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare
the whole place for their sake.”

Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak
to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty
righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?”
And he said, "I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he
spoke to him and said, "Suppose forty are found there.” He answered,
“For the sake of forty I will not do it.” Then he said, “"Oh let not the
Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He
answered, "I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, "Behold, I
have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found
there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.”
Then he said, "Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but
this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake
of ten I will not destroy it.” And the LORD went his way, when he had
finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

772 In Holy Conversation
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Epistle: Colossians 2:6-19

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him,
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you
were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty
deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental
spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole
fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is
the head of all rule and authority. In him also you were circumcised
with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of
the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him
in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in
the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. And
you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all
our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us
with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by
triumphing over them in him.

Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food
and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath.
These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs
to Christ. Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and
worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without
reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from
whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints
and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia




Holy Gospel: Luke 11:1-13
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one
of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his
disciples.” And he said to them, “When you pray, say:

“Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”

And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him
at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend
of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before
him’; and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is
now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and
give you anything? I tell you, though he will not get up and give him
anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he
will rise and give him whatever he needs. And I tell you, ask, and it will
be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened
to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds,
and to the one who knocks it will be opened. What father among you,
if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if
he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "} everlasting. Amen.

Sit
909 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

Sermon
“Why Settle for Less?”
Text: See the Epistle Reading

Stand



Offertory Psalm 51:10-12
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Offering
(Please add your name to the red fellowship
book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.)
Stand

Prayer of the Church
After each portion of the prayer:

P} Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who



trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Collect

Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your
presence and received both forgiveness for our many sins and
the assurance of Your love for us in Jesus Christ. We thank You
for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we
inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Salutation and Benedicamus
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Bless we the Lord.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus

Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory.)
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