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[Jesus said] “Go your way; behold, I am 
sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. 

Luke 10:3 



Holy Communion:  Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How? 
   

Who:  We welcome and invite anyone who is a communicant 
member of this congregation, the Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod, or anyone who has spoken with our Pastor prior to 

worship, to commune with us.  If you have not spoken to our Pastor prior 
to the service, we ask that you would refrain from communing until you 
have done so. 
    If you or your children would like to receive a blessing during 
communion, please come forward with everyone else, kneel, and bow 
with your hands at your side and you will be blessed by Pastor. 
      

What: We believe the words that Jesus said when He instituted this Holy 
Sacrament at the Last Supper.  In these words He states that He gives us 
His body and His blood to eat and to drink, with the bread and the wine, 
for the forgiveness of our sins and in remembrance of Him. 
 

When:  We do not have Holy Communion every Sunday, but if you wish 
to receive it, please speak with our Pastor to find out when the next 
communion day is or to set up a time with him to receive it. 
  

Where:  Communion is taken at the chancel rail in the front of the 
church.   However, our Pastor and the Elder on Duty are happy to go to 
persons with special needs.  Please let us know in advance if you need 
any assistance going to the rail or if you would like to have communion 
at your seat. 
   

Why:  Jesus commanded it of His followers so that they would 
remember what He had done for them, receive the forgiveness of their 
sins, and be strengthened in their faith. 
   

How:  We proceed in 4 stages.  
1. After Pastor speaks the words of institution (the words that Jesus 

Christ said) over the elements, he will invite those wishing to 
partake of the wine using the “common cup” to come forward.   

2. If you wish to receive the common cup, you may come forward 
to the chancel rail through any aisle at that time, but please exit 
using the center aisle following the final blessing by the Pastor. 

3. Those wishing to partake of the wine using individual cups are 
then welcomed up the side aisles in groups by the ushers.  
Following the final blessing, depart down the center aisle placing 
your cup on one of the receiving trays on the ends of the front 
rows of chairs.  

4.  Pastor and the Elder on Duty will then go to persons with special 
needs, such as those in wheelchairs or who have difficulty 
walking, and commune them. 

   

    Holy Communion is a special time for us. It is a time for reflection, 
prayer, thanksgiving, and for receiving God’s forgiveness as brothers and 
sisters united by a common faith in Jesus Christ. Thank you for 
respecting our communion practice. 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO 80129 

 

Sunday Worship Services………………………………8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School…………………………………………..9:15 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office………………………………….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………………...303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………………....303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

 

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
    God of all mercies, we thank You for Your wonderful promises—

You keep Your word. You remember Your promises and act on 

what You have said: our sins are forgiven, You love us with an 

everlasting love, You have adopted us into Your family of believers, 

we are Your children, and we are heirs of eternal life. You are with 

us every day to protect us from harm and danger, to guide us 

when we need to make decisions, and to bless us and our loved 

ones. May we always search Your written Word so that we receive 

strength and remain faithful to our Lord Jesus who is our salvation 

and in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Divine Service Four 
(Page 203) 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone  
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 



P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

826 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying  
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have built Your Church on the foundation of 

the apostles and the prophets with Christ Jesus Himself as the 

cornerstone. Continue to send Your messengers to preserve Your 

people in true peace that, by the preaching of Your Word, Your 

Church may be kept free from all harm and danger; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 66:10–14  
 

“Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, 

all you who love her; 

rejoice with her in joy, 

all you who mourn over her; 

that you may nurse and be satisfied 

from her consoling breast; 

that you may drink deeply with delight 

from her glorious abundance.” 
 

For thus says the LORD: 

“Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, 

and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream; 

and you shall nurse, you shall be carried upon her hip, 

and bounced upon her knees. 

As one whom his mother comforts, 

so I will comfort you; 

you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 

   You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; 

      your bones shall flourish like the grass; 

   and the hand of the LORD shall be known to his servants, 

      and he shall show his indignation against his enemies.” 

  



A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual  
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Epistle: Galatians 6:1–10, 14–18 
 

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are 

spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on 

yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so 

fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when he 

is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one test his own work, 

and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his 

neighbor. For each will have to bear his own load. 

One who is taught the word must share all good things with the 

one who teaches. Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for 

whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his 

own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows 

to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not grow 

weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give 

up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and 

especially to those who are of the household of faith. … 
 

But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 

world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor 

uncircumcision, but a new creation. And as for all who walk by this 

rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 

From now on let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body 

the marks of Jesus. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. 

Amen. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 



Alleluia and Verse 
  

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 10:1-20 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on 

ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where he 

himself was about to go. And he said to them, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the 

Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your way; 

behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry 

no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the 

road. Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ 

And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if 

not, it will return to you. And remain in the same house, eating and 

drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do 

not go from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and they 

receive you, eat what is set before you. Heal the sick in it and say to 

them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ But whenever you 

enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say, 

‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against 

you. Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come 

near.’ I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than 

for that town. 



“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty 

works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 

repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more 

bearable in the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, 

Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought 

down to Hades. 

“The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you 

rejects me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons 

are subject to us in your name!” And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall 

like lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you authority to tread 

on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and 

nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the 

spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in 

heaven.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 



     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the  

          living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

853 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord  

 

Sermon 

   “Lambs among Wolves”  

    Text: See the Holy Gospel Reading 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

   After each portion of the prayer: 
 

         P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

         C    hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 



Offering 

(Please add your name to the red fellowship 

book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

T T T 
Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  
 

 T T T 
 

Stand 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 

on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 

boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving 

Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is 

now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 

who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise 

again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 



Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 

have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam 

and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them 

and all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your great 

mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all 

who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 

blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 

body and blood. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 



     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

          trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                     Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                                                  Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution 
 

    542 When I Behold Jesus Christ  
 

    559 Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion  
 

    950 Splendor and Honor  
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Post-Communion Collect 
  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord  
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     In order to feed and strengthen us as we grow, mature, and 
travel life’s road, God lovingly nourishes us with the special food 
His Son prepared for His disciples (and us) the night before His 
crucifixion (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). 
 

Good News, Vo. 2, No. 3, Holy Communion, p. 10. 
Good News is published by the Concordia Mission Society. 
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Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
 


