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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!

The Second Sunday of Easter

O Lord, You are God in heaven and on the earth beneath; there
is no other. These words of Moses assure us today as much as they
did the Israelites that You are the only God and that there is no
other God. You are life itself and the source of all that is good and
perfect, of limitless and eternal abundance. O God, may You grant
us Your Holy Spirit so that we become ever more desirous to read
and study Your Word and thus know You better. Grant that the
knowledge and insights gained fill our souls with that light that
comes only from You. In this way we can and will be made wise in
the saving faith. May we ever trust You for all our needs. In the
name of Jesus, whom You sent to be the Savior of the world. Amen.




Confession and Absolution

475 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P)

(C]

=

RERE

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P)
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, 1, by virtue of my office as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Entrance Hymn

467 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness
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1 A - wake, my heart, with glad - ness, See what to - day is done;
2 The foe in tri-umph shout - ed When Christ lay in the tomb;
3 This is a sight that glad - dens—What peace it doth  im-part!
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Now, af - ter gloom and sad - ness, Comes forth the glo - rious sun.
But lo, he now 1is rout - ed, His Dboast is turned to gloom.
Now noth-ing ev - er sad - dens The joy  with-in my heart.
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My  Sav - ior there was laid Where our bed must be made
For Christ a - gain is free; In lo-rious vic - to - ry
No gloom shall ev - er shake, No oe shall ev - er take
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When to the realms of light Our spir - it wings its flight.
He who is strong to save Has tri - umphed o’er the grave.
The hope which God’s own Son In love for me has won.

Kyrie
608 Lord, to You I Make Confession
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Lord, to You I make con - fes - sion: I have sinned and
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2 Yet, though con-science’ voice ap - pall me, Fa - ther, I will
3 For Your Son has suf-fered for me, Giv'n Him - self to
4 Lord, on You I cast my bur - den— Sink it in the
M
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gone a - stray, [ have mul - ti - plied trans - gres - sion,
seek Your face; Though Your child I dare not call me,
res - cue me, Died to save me and re - store me,

deep - est sea! Let me know Your gra-cious par - don,
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Cho - sen for my-self my way. Led by You to
Yet re - ceive me in Your grace. Do not for my
Rec - on - ciled and set me free. Je - sus’ cross a -
Cleanse me from in - iq - ui - ty. Let Your Spir - it
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see my er - rors, Lord, I trem-ble at Your ter - rors.
sins for - sake me; Let Your wrath not o - ver - take me.
lone can van - quish These dark fears and soothe this an - guish.
leave me nev - er; Make me on - ly Yours for - ev - er.

Gloria

947 All Glory Be to God on High
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1 All glo - ry be to God on high And thanks for all His
2 We praise and laud and wor - ship You; We give You thanks for-
30 Je - sus Christ, the on - ly Son Be - got - ten of the
40 Ho -1ly Spir -it, our de-light And source of con - so-
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fa - vor, No harm cantouch or ter - ri - fy A
ev - er, 0] Fa - ther, for Your rule is true  And
Fa - ther, Your sav - ing death has made us one With
la= - tion, Pro-tect wus from the dev - iI’'s might Through
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child of God for -ev - er. God shows His good and
just and chang - es nev - er.  With bound - less pow’r, Your
God and with each oth - ern O Lamb of God, to
Je - sus, our sal - va - tion, Who by His death up-
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gra - cious will And grants His peace, the world to fill—
might - y reign Ful - fills what-ev - er You or-dain.
You on high In our dis - tress we sin - ners cry,
on a tree Has res - cued us from mis - er - y:
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All strife at last has end - ed.

Lord, grant us ev - ry bless - ing!

Have mer - cy on us, a - men!

To this we  hold for - ev - er.



Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord's
resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and
conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Acts 5:12-20

Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the
people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in
Solomon'’s Portico. None of the rest dared join them, but the people
held them in high esteem. And more than ever believers were added
to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, so that they even
carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats,
that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them.
The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing
the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all
healed.

But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the
party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy they arrested the
apostles and put them in the public prison. But during the night an
angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out,
and said, “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the
words of this Life.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gradual

735 Have No Fear, Little Flock
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle flock; Have no fear, lit - tle

2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; Have good cheer, lit-tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove; Praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank-ful hearts raiseto God; Thank - ful hearts raise to
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flock, For the Fa - ther has cho - sen To
flock, For the Fa - ther will keep you In
bove, For He stoops down to heal you, Up -
God, For He stays close be - side you, In
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give you the King-dom; Have no fear, lit-tle flock!
His love for - ev - er; Have good cheer, lit-tle flock!
lift and re - store you; Praise the Lord high a - bove!

all things works with you; Thank-ful hearts raiseto God!

Epistle: Revelation 1:4-18

John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is
to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and
from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood
and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, he is coming
with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced
him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so.
Amen.

"I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and
who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom
and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called
Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I
was in the Spirit on the Lord’'s day, and I heard behind me a loud
voice like a trumpet saying, "Write what you see in a book and send it



to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum
and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on
turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the
lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with
a golden sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were white like
wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were
like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the
roar of many waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, from his
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun
shining in full strength.

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his
right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the
living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the
keys of Death and Hades.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

472 These Things Did Thomas Count as Real

Stand

Holy Gospel: John 20:19-31

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors
being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When
he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending
you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they
are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the



nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my
hand into his side, I will never believe.”

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas,
“Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and
place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “"Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples,
which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.

P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

The Creed
953 We All Believe in One True God
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1 We all be-lieve in one true God, Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost,
2 We all be-lieve in Je - sus Christ, Son of God and Mar-y’s son,
3 We all con-fess the Ho - ly Ghost, Who from both in truth pro-ceeds,
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Bv - er - pres-ent help in need, Praised by all the heav'n-ly host;
Who de-scend-ed from His throne And for us sal - va - tion won;
‘Who sus -tains and com-forts us In all tri-als, fears, and needs.
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All He made His love en-folds, Al cre - a-tion He up-holds.
By whose cross and death are we Res - cued from all mis-er - y.
Bless-ed, ho -1ly Trin-i - ty, Praise for - ev-er be to Thee!
Sit
Sermon

“The Doubter”
Text: See the Holy Gospel Reading

Stand



Prayer of the Church

P

@

i o)

F@

F@

F@

Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and
pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely
promised to hear us.

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy
children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be
hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true
teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our
lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living
whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all
transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s
kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the
number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life
and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our
own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and
gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)]
and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be
done. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish
cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so
that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good
conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or
alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to
subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to
overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both
body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
(P} We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Sit
Offering

(Please add your name to the red fellowship
book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.)

478 The Day of Resurrection
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1 The day of res - ur - rec - tion! Earth, tell it out a - broad,
2 Let hearts be purged of e - vil That we may see a - right

3 Now let the heav’'ns be joy - ful, Let earth its song be - gin,
4 All praise to God the Fa - ther, All praise to God the Son,

The pass - o - ver of glad - ness, The pass-o - ver of God.
The Lord in rays e - ter - nal Of res-ur-rec-tion light
Let all the world keep tri - umph And all that is there - in.
All praise to God the Spir - it, E - ter-nal Three in One!
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From death to life e - ter - nal, From sin’s do-min-ion free,
And, lis-t'ning to His ac - cents, May hear, so calm and plain,
Let all things, seen and wun - seen, Their notes of glad-ness blend;
Let all the ran-somed num - ber Fall down be-fore the throne
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Our Christ has brought us o - ver With hymns of vic-to - ry.
His own “All hail!” and, hear - ing, May raise the vic - tor strain.
For Christ the Lord has ris - en, Our joy that has no end!

And hon - or, pow’r, and glo - ry As - cribe to God a - lone!

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;



and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Collect

® Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your
presence and received forgiveness for our many sins and the
assurance of Your love for us in Jesus Christ. We thank You for
this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we
inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I give you peace.
Amen.

480 He's Risen, He's Risen

Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory.)
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