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Reading of the Week Matthew 4:1–11 

The Temptation of Jesus 

 1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil. 2And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he 

was hungry. 3And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the 

Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But 

he answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 

 but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle 

of the temple 6and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw 

yourself down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord 

your God to the test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high 

mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

glory. 9And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall 



down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! 

For it is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 

 and him only shall you serve.’” 

11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were 

ministering to him. 

 
Reading of the Week John 8:48–59 

Before Abraham Was, I Am 

 48The Jews answered [Jesus], “Are we not right in saying that you 

are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have 

a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet I do not 

seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 
51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never 

see death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a 

demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone 

keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our 

father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make 

yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is 

nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is 

our God.’ 55But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say 

that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him 

and I keep his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would 

see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You 

are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said 

to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59So 

they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went 

out of the temple. 
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