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Test the Spirits…            by Pastor Chu  

Many people — including politicians — 
are fond of saying, “My God is a loving 
God, and He would never...” and often 
they fill in the blank as to what God 
would never do with what offends their 
own sensibilities and ideologies but 
which has no support in Scripture. 
(“WWJD” — “What Would Jesus Do?” 
— had the same problem.) 
 
The first part of the statement is true of 
the Triune God — Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit — who is the true God:  He is the 
loving God who so loved the world that 
He gave His only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in [His Son, Jesus] should not perish 
but have eternal life (John 3:16). God 
shows His love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
(Romans 5:8) 
 
Christians don’t believe in “my” god; we 
believe in the Triune God who has re-
vealed Himself in Scripture for our salva-
tion: The Father sent the Son to save us 
sinners from eternal death (e.g., John 
5:36-37, 6:57, 8:16-18; Galatians 4:4-5). 
The Son was incarnate in Jesus Christ, 
who lived in perfect obedience to the 
Father and willingly gave His life on the 
cross in atonement for the sins of the 
world, taking our place under God’s 
judgment in order to buy our forgive-
ness with His own blood (1Peter 2:24; 
Romans 5:8-9). The Holy Spirit gives us 
faith through the means of grace — the 
Gospel and the Baptism — to trust in 
Jesus as Savior and receive forgiveness 
by God’s grace; No one says Jesus is Lord 

except by the Holy Spirit. (1Corinthians 
12:3).  
 
(The three ecumenical creeds — Apos-
tles’ Creed, Nicene Creed, Athanasian 
Creed — give succinct summaries of the 
Triune God’s self revelation in the Bible. 
Martin Luther’s explanation of the Apos-
tles’ Creed in the Small Catechism offers 
a wonderful summary of what the Creed 
means.) 
 
As for the second part of the statement 
of, “My God is a loving God, and He 
would never...” — the only way we can 
even begin to know or, in some cases, 
extrapolate what God might or might 
never do is to read the Scriptures. The 
Bible is God’s revelation, given through 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit who 
directed the writers with respect to con-
tent, grammar, diction, etc. (2Timothy 
3:16-17; 2Peter 1:21). Before we even pre-
sume to think we might know what God 
would or would never, let’s read His 
Word and know His will through what 
He has done and what He says He will 
do; otherwise we would be filling in the 
blank with our own thoughts and de-
sires. 
 
Perhaps more than any previous presi-
dential election, religion will be a focus 
during the 2012 election. The President 
has appealed to Scripture but has also 
misinterpreted the Scripture passages 
cited. The presumptive Republican nomi-
nee, Mitt Romney, professes to be a 
Mormon, and though Mormons claim to 
believe in Jesus Christ, Mormonism is 

(Continued on page 2, Jesus) 
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not Christian. Both men’s confession of 
faith and religious convictions will be ex-
amined and critiqued during the presi-
dential campaign.  
 
It is the right and privilege of each citizen 
of this country to vote their conscience, 
ideology, or political affiliation. It is also 
the constitutional right of every person 
in this country to worship whatever god 
they choose (but there is no salvation 
except through faith in Jesus, the Cruci-
fied and Risen Christ, Acts 4:12). How-
ever, when politicians quote or other-
wise appeal to the Bible in public, Chris-
tians have the right and responsibility to 
critique what they say. In other words, as 
St. John says, to “not believe every spirit, 
but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, for many false prophets have 
gone out into the world” (1John 4:1) 
 
It’s probably naive to think that politi-
cians are the best or even a good source 
or authority for what the Bible says or 
doesn’t say, what the Bible means or 
doesn’t mean, what the Bible’s purpose 
is or is not, or what God would or would 
never do. Whatever our political views, 
we, as Christians, should test the 
“spirits” that manifest themselves in 
their words or the words of anyone, in-
cluding pastors, who speaks publicly on 
the Bible, Jesus, salvation, etc., but we 
can judge rightly only when we hold their 
words against the truth of God’s Word, 
which is the authority and norm for what 
Christians believe and teach. 
 
 
John 5:36-37 — 36But the testimony that I 
have is greater than that of John. For the 
works that the Father has given me to 
accomplish, the very works that I am do-
ing, bear witness about me that the Fa-
ther has sent me. 37And the Father who 
sent me has himself borne witness about 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

spirits me. His voice you have never heard, his 
form you have never seen, 
 
John 6:57 — 57As the living Father sent 
me, and I live because of the Father, so 
whoever feeds on me, he also will live 
because of me. 
 
John 8:16-18 — 16Yet even if I do judge, 
my judgment is true, for it is not I alone 
who judge, but I and the Father who 
sent me. 17In your Law it is written that 
the testimony of two people is true. 18I 
am the one who bears witness about 
myself, and the Father who sent me 
bears witness about me.” 
 
Galatians 4:4-5 — 4But when the full-
ness of time had come, God sent forth 
his Son, born of woman, born )under 
the law, 5to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 
 
1Peter 2:24 — 24He himself bore our sins 
in his body on the tree, that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness. By 
his wounds you have been healed. 
 
Romans 5:8-9 — 8But God shows his 
love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, there-
fore, we have now been justified by his 
blood, much more shall we be saved by 
him from the wrath of God. 
 
2Timothy 3:16-17 — 16All Scripture is 
breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, 17that 
the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. 
 
2Peter 1:21 — 21For no prophecy was 
ever produced by the will of man, but 
men spoke from God as they were car-
ried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Birthdays 

2 Janet O’Leary 

8 Cherylene 
Brueckner 

9 Frances Maurer 

12 Revia Maurer 

17  Nick Syrovatka 

21  Joyce Liebe 
  

Anniversaries 

18 Michael & Linda 
Pass 

19 Jack & Pat Easby 

25 Dennis & Carol 
Lau 

26 Eric & Chris  
Roman 

 

May Schedule 
 

Rehearsals will be on 
May 8,  May 15, & May 
22 

No rehearsals on May 1 
and May 29   
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Those who are in need our 
prayers: 
Wanda Armstrong, Sue Saal-
feld, Muriel Strieter, Ellen 
Stenson (Glenn Stenson’s grand-

daughter), Gary Cox, Lloyce 
Logan, AJ Stanley, Joy 
Parker (Gayle Bothe’s sister), 
Wanda Schwartz, Dorothy 
Taylor (Karen Gamble’s mother), 
Robert & David Grandt (Liz 

Aduan’s brothers), Inge Stone, 
Elizabeth Bothé (Gayle Bothe’s 

granddaughter), Kathy Kinser, 
Abbi and Alexandria Roman, 
June Stewart (Judy West’s 

friend), Vivian Hock (Trudy 

Huenninghaus’s friend), Clint Lau 
(Dennis’s father), Leslie Bow-
man (Ann Caruso’s friend), Jan 
Tammiste (Roman’s friend), 
Shirley Theobald (Tim Hintz’s 

Aunt), Diana Butterfield, Al-
ice Mikolasek, (Violet Griffin’s 

friend).  
Chaplains among the armed 
forces and those serving in 
the military:  
Jabriel L,vont White-Bynum, 
Jon and Mike Dawers (Bill 

Koch’s grandsons), Matthew 
Seeger, Derek Patterson 
and Dustin Philips, Taylor 
Bothe-Yates (Gayle Bothe’s 

grand-niece), Capt. Richard 
Hill, Navy Spec. David Ai-
man, Joel and Jordan Ben-
nett (Violet Griffin’s great neph-

ews).  
 
 

**We will start collecting items in May for LCMS military care pkgs. Carol Lau is 
heading up the "wall of honor" for our family & friends serving or have served 
in the Armed Forces. *The BLUE attendance sign-up sheet will be in the Parish 
Hall - be sure to sign up!!!! WOHC thanks you for your support. 

2012 
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NIFTY FIFTY SENIORS CORNER 

Amtrak train ride to  
Old Sacramento 

May 10, 2012 
 

Here's your chance to just ride a train for the fun of it 
and eat at one of the many restaurants in Old Sacra-
mento.   
 

I checked with Amtrak and they again have their Sen-
ior Special from May 1st through Sept 2012 where on 
Tue. Wed. and Thur. you get 50% off their regular sen-
ior fare, which means we seniors get round trip tick-
ets for $18.00.  They May  (I hope ) still have their Red 
Cap Service which means you can catch a ride on a 
golf cart (carries 6 or more) from the station to down 
town Old Sacramento free It's all included in the fare.  
When we went there last June they had this service   
In any case, Old Sac. is only about three or four 
blocks from the Amtrak station  so walking should 
not be a problem. We don't plan on visiting any of 
the museum,  just  eat and poke around Old Sacra-
mento for a time then catch the train back to Marti-
nez.  There is one leaving just about every hours so 
we can choose when we want to leave.  
 

If anyone would like to visit a museum the Train Mu-
seum is the one to visit. Over 500,000 people visit 
each year and it is one of the largest and most popu-
lar with over 21 meticulously restored locomotives 
and cars  Etc.    
 

There is a Delta Queen anchored  on the Sacramento 
River which you can board and eat on or have a cock-
tail .  Also many old shops with antiques along 
boarded walkways indicative of the Gold Rush Days. 
Should be a really fun filled day. 
 

Amtrak leaves the Martinez at 11:04 and gets into Old 
Sacramento at 12:15. We should car pool as  parking 
at the Martinez Station sometimes is difficult. It helps 
if you have a handicap car, so you can park in me-
tered locations. Meet at church at 9:30 leave at 9:45.  
 

Signup sheet is in the social hall.  Come join us and 
with a TOOT! TOOT!  Of the train whistle you will be 
off for a very enjoyable day. 
This is a really great outing to bring a friend! 

Jade Garden Restaurant 
Friday April 13th 2012 

 

On Sunday, after the notice was in the bulletin, I 
checked the sign up sheet for the lunch and only 
Chrystal Rose and I had signed up .  After our Seniors 
Council Meeting we had eight signed up and when 
we met at the restaurant we had thirteen what  a 
blessing.   
 

Please sign up so we know how many to plan on 
(even if there is a  chance you may have to cancel 
later) it gives us some  indication how many to plan 
on.  
 

The Jade Garden Restaurant food and service was 
outstanding.  I had my usual Kung-Po Shrimp  (after I 
told everyone how great it was ) only Chrystal or-
dered it. My bill including tax was $8.15.  Most of 
those attending had eaten there before and had a 
favorite lunch which  they ordered.  Everyone 
seemed to have a good time and were looking for-
ward to our lunch at the Claim Jumper Restaurant 
on April 26. 

Riverview Lodge 
May 25 2012 

 

One of my favorite places to eat (especially on Fri-
day) is at the River view Lodge located at the foot of 
(I) Street in Antioch. On Friday they generally have 
Seafood Cioppino  (Seafood Stew), but what I like is 
their Daily Special lunch  usually Sea Bass, Halibut or 
a Meat dish for $8.95.  You can sub cold slaw for the 
vegetable and along with the Mashed Potatoes and 
plenty of good bread  you have all you can eat.  
 

The  Riverview first opened in 1947 and is right on 
the river, so you can enjoy watching the river traf-
fic .It's not uncommon to have a large ship pass 
while eating.  I'm sure most of you have enjoyed eat-
ing there if you have lived in this area for any period 
of time. Meet at church at 12:15 leave at 12:30, or 
meet at the restaurant.  Lunch is at 1:00  Sign up 
sheet is in the social hall. Bring a Friend!!!! 

OUTINGS FOR MAY 
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MAY 
Scheduled Events   
 

Sunday, May 6    
Mite Box/ Hat Sun-
day. Please take 
your mites to the 
front & deposit 
them on the ta-
ble or leave them in 
the Nartex in the 
little wooden 
church, as you exit 
the service. Thank 
You for supporting 
local & foreign mis-
sions  
 
Monday, May 7   
WoHC Board Meet-
ing,  2:15pm   
Conference 
rm following Bible 
Study 

 
Monday, May 19    
LWML Zone 7 
Spring Rally, Regis-
tration begins at 
8:30AM at Holy 
Cross, Con-
cord...hosted by the 
WoHC 
 
MARK YOUR 
"JUNE" CALEN-
DARS    
Plan to join in on the 
fun! 
 
Monday, June 25    
Dinner out with 
friends & family, 
6pm 

 

 

All CA., NV., HI., District Mission Projects for 
the 2010-2012 biennium were funded before 
the 3/31/12 deadline! Praise the Lord! 
Your Mite donations at work-Thank You, you 
can make a difference! 
 

WoHC continue to collect aluminum pull 
tabs, stamps, Campbell's labels, Box Tops for 
Kids, used eyeglasses, old cell phones, & 
empty printer cartridges. Items may be left 
on the table in the hallway entrance to the 
Parish Hall, or on the table next to Outreach. 
 

LWML GOSPEL OUTREACH is being who you 
are as an individual, where God has placed 
you, reflecting the light of His love.  

At our 4/16 WoHC General Meeting, we had 
2 guests tell us about their non-profit organi-
zations:   

David Gerson, Executive Director of 
Loaves & Fishes of Contra Costa Co (L&F) 
Larry Sly, Executive Director of the Food 
Bank of Contra Costa & Solano Co. (FB) 

 

Everyone who attended the meeting agreed 
that the information they provided was very 
thought-provoking and that the service each 
organization provides is a truly a blessing to 
those in need who live in our area.  Below 
are some impressive details I wanted to 
share. 
 

L&F (established 1983): 
 Their mission is to feed the hungry of 

Contra Costa Co. by providing free meals 
at dining facilities in local communities 
where there is a need.  All are welcome 
to come to these friendly and safe envi-
ronments for a warm meal and a ray of 
hope. 

 They have 5 dining rooms (Antioch, Bay 
Point, Martinez, Oakley, & Pittsburg) 
where they serve a hot lunch every 
Mon.-Fri. except for 4 holidays.   

(www.lwml.org click Outreach)  
With Jesus in you, Gospel outreach hap-
pens naturally. The love of Christ in you 
draws others to the Savior.  
As God's chosen one, you are in partnership 
with the Holy Spirit, & as that relationship 
grows, it results in a NATURAL EXPRESSION 
of who you are in Christ in your everyday 
life. God will open the Hearts of those 
whom He places in your path.  
Pray for his grace to show His love natu-
rally. 
SHARE THE GOOD NEWS OF HIS LOVE! 

 

"I am with you always, to the end of the 
age."Matthew 28:18-20 

Human Care Projects   by Pat Easby 

 They serve more than 13,000 meals each 
month. 

 They do all this with 1 full time employee 
(David), 15 part-time employees, & 1000+ 
volunteers! 

 You may be surprised at who they serve:   
- 52% are over age 50 and 16% are under 

age 18 
- 37% are homeless 
- 69% are unemployed 
- 13% are veterans 
- 68% have a high school diploma or 

higher 
- 10% are retired 

 Most are individuals & families who sim-
ply do not have enough money to make 
it through a month.   Many who come for 
the free meals are then able to spend 
whatever money they do have on hous-
ing, utilities, etc. 

 98% of their operating budget comes 
from individuals, charitable foundations, 
local faith based organizations, civic 
groups, & local businesses & corpora-
tions.   

(Continued on page 6) 

2 Great Organizations You Need to Know About!!! By Joyce Liebe 
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Following the April 
1st service, the con-
gregation held a 
luncheon to cele-
brate the Morten-
son's birthdays and 

anniversary. March 30, 2012 was Doris” 
90th birthday. Doris and Jack are pro-
foundly grateful and take this opportu-
nity to thank the congregation. 
"We are blessed to have so many 
Christian friends and to experience so 
many examples of Christian love. 
Thank you, thank you all".  

—J. Mortenson 

Some of you 
who have been 
in our Library 
lately may have 
noticed three 
books by Francis 
Chan. Feel free 

to borrow them...one at a time! 
Might just look at videos etc on 
www.crazylovebook.com ! 

Check it out.  

—Trina Godsey, Librarian 

 Graduates 
 

We would like to honor all Holy 
Cross students who are graduat-
ing from middle school, high 
school, or college in the July edi-
tion of the Cross Currents. 
 

Parents of graduates, please sub-
mit a photo and a blurb of your 
child via email to Grace at: 
ggin@holycrossconcord.org by 
the middle of June. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Muriel Streiter has moved. 
Her new address is:  

1580 Geary Rd. #111 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597 

Her new phone # is:  
925-979-9512 

 
Kay Garrett has moved to the Wash-
ington  D. C. area after Easter to be 
closer to her son, Major. 
Her new address is: 

5111 Connecticut Avenue, NW #213 
Washington D. C. 20008 

 The majority of donated food comes from the FB, as well as food 
providers including Costco, Safeway, Trader Joe’s, Fresh & Easy, 
Lunardi’s, Lucky, & Aidells Sausage.   

 They’re starting a new program where they hand our fresh fruit, 
vegetables, and bread each Friday.  This will ensure healthy meals 
over the weekend.   

j 
FB (established 1977): 

 Their mission is to alleviate hunger and provide an efficient, coordi-
nated system for collecting and distributing food that reduces food 
waste and increases public awareness regarding hunger and food 
security issues in Contra Costa and Solano counties.  

  They serve 132,000 people each month (including those who dine 
at L&F dining facilities)! 

13.8 million pounds of food was distributed in 2011. 
1/3 of food that is distributed is fresh produce. 
 95% of every dollar donated goes directly to food programs, which 

include: Emergency Food Pantries, Community Kitchens (like L&F), 
Farm 2 Kids, Senior Food Programs, Extra Helpings, CalFresh Out-
reach (formerly Food Stamps), & Food For Children 

 25% of food recipients are children 
 Over 35% of their clients have to choose between paying for food 

and paying for rent/mortgage.   
 

How can you help? 
The Food Bank’s Concord warehouse accepts food donation(M-F 8am
–4:30pm):  4010 Nelson Ave. 
VOLUNTEER or MAKE A MONETARY DONATION!!!   

  Food Bank:  800-870-FOOD  or go  to www.foodbankccs.org   
 Loaves & Fishes:  925-687-6760  or go to 
www.loavesfishescc.org   

Please see me if you have any questions or want more info. I’m so im-
pressed at what these organizations do and encourage you to con-

Organizations   (Continued from page 5) 

Volunteers needed 
Mark your calendars  

More information coming soon! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

1  
4pm  
UB Tutoring (E)  
 

2  
7p  
Bible Study 

3  
4pm  
UB Tutor-
ing (E)  

4  
 

5  
 

6 
Mite Box /Hat Sun-
day  
9am Worship w/ 
Comm  
10:30am Sunday 
School/Bible Study  

7  
9am-CVWC set-up  
for Luncheon May 8 

12:30pm Wm Bible 
Study(C)  
2:15pm WoHC Brd 
Mtg (C)  
6:30pm WoHC  
7pm Boy Scout (H)  

8  
CVWC Meeting 
and Program/
Luncheon 
4pm  
UB Tutoring (E)  
7:15pm  
Choir Rehearsal 

9  
1pm  
Senior Brd 
(L)  
7p  
Bible Study 

10  
4pm  
UB Tutor-
ing (E)  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
Mother's Day  
 School/Bible Study  
  
 

14  
12:30pm Wm Bible 
Study(C)  
6:30pm Church 
Council  
7pm Boy Scout (L)  
 

15  
4pm  
UB Tutoring (E)  
6:30pm Elder's 
Meeting  
7:15pm  
Choir Rehearsal 

16  
9:30a  
NFS Day on 
the Bay  
7p  
Bible Study 

17  
4pm  
UB Tutor-
ing (E)  
 

18  
Set-up 
for 
LWML 
Zone 7 
Rally 

19  
- LWML 
Zone 7 Rally/
Luncheon 
8:30-9AM 
Registration 

20  
Armed Forces Sun-
day - With Com-
munion 
9am Worship  
10:30am Sunday 
School/Bible Study  
 

21  
12:30pm Wm Bible 
Study(C)  
HC Bridge - 1:30pm - 
Parish Hall 
6:30pm Church 
Council Mtg.  
7pm Boy Scout (L)  

22  
4pm  
UB Tutoring (E)  
7:15pm  
Choir Rehearsal 

23  
7p Bible 
Study 

24  
4pm  
UB Tutor-
ing (E)  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27 
9am Worship  
10:30am Sunday 
School/Bible Study  
11:30am OUTREACH  

28  
Memorial Day  
12:30pm Wm Bible 
Study(C)  
7pm Boy Scout (L)  

29  
4pm  
UB Tutoring (E)  
 

30 
 

31   

(cl= Choir Loft, C=Conference Room, E=Ed Bldg, H=Parish Hall, L=Library, ws=wing room) 

MAY 2012 
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1092 Alberta Way 

Concord, CA 94521 

Holy Cross Lutheran 

Church, LCMS 

We’re on the Web! 

www.holycrossconcord.org 

Worship Schedule: 

Sunday Service   9:00AM 

Communion      1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays 

Adults Bible Studies  10:30AM 

Sunday School   10:30AM 
 

Week Day Bible Study Schedule*: 

Monday  12:30PM Conference Room, Ladies Only 

Wednesday  7:00PM Parish Hall 
 

Choir Rehearsal:  

Tuesday  7:15PM—8:45PM 

 

Outreach:  

Fourth Sunday of each month, 11:30AM   
 

Publication Deadline: 

Bulletin: Noon, Tuesday 

June Cross Currents: May 20, 2012  

 

Office Hours: M-F 9AM-1PM 

s 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, LCMS 

1092 Alberta Way 

Concord, CA 94521 

(925) 686-2000 

(925) 686-6894 FAX 

info@holycrossconcord.org 

Www.holycrossconcord.org 

Www.ctsmemberconnect.net 

Pastor:  Bill Chu 

President:  Mike Liebe 

Vice President:  Gregg Syrovatka 

Council Secretary: Carrie Kroeger 

Financial Secretary:  Scott Stadler 

Treasurer:  Cheryl Syrovatka 

Head Trustee:  Allen Brueckner 

Elders: Bill Riechman, George Oatis, John Coyne,  

   Eric Roman, Herb Neumann  

 

Secretarial Staff: Sue Reiter  
 

Newsletter Editor: Grace Gin  

 


