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Pray! Pray as the first resort, not last
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We live in perilous times
and most people feel helpless and, politically speaking, we are. World events
are spinning out of control.
The Middle East is a powder keg of conflicting religious and political ideologies that threaten to detonate at the slightest provocation. Islamists are escalating rhetoric and violence
worldwide against
“infidels” (non-Muslims)
yet media and leaders seem
to bend over backwards to
show deference to Islam
while not hesitating to disparage Christianity. Violence, instability, and inhumanity plague every part of
the world. What can you
and I possibly do that
would make a difference?
Many in this country feel
helpless over what’s happening in the United
States. The priority of the
majority of our elected government officials seems to
be policies, laws, and executive orders that serve
their re-election and personal agendas at the expense of the people who
voted them into office and
whom they are suppose to
serve. Governors, state Attorneys General, and the
U.S. Attorney refuse to
uphold and defend the
Constitution and laws they
swore to uphold and defend, e.g., state and federal

laws defining marriage as
between a man and a
woman. Congress votes on
bills that it would allow the
public to read and which
many Congressional members do not read prior to voting for passage; some members are not even well versed
on laws they wrote and
sponsored. What can you
and I possibly do, besides
exercising our right to vote,
that would make a difference?
Millions are out of work in
this country. Detroit just
filed for bankruptcy; states
and municipalities across
this country are on the verge
of financial collapse. The
national debt increases some
$2.3 billion per day, yet politicians and bureaucrats
spend taxpayers’ money
here and abroad with disregard for its adverse impact
on taxpayers.
Violence is a daily occurrence throughout this country; Chicago alone has had
over 200 homicides in this
year.
The recent Supreme Court
rulings on California’s Prop.
8 and the federal Defense of
Marriage Act appear to be
two more nails in the coffin
of the God-ordained definition of marriage and family
as foundation for culture
and society.
Racial tensions is as high as,
if not higher than, it has
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been in recent times, particularly with the George
Zimmerman “Not Guilty”
verdict, which is being
used by many members of
the media, a number of self
-proclaimed guardians of
racial equality and justice,
and some politicians, including the President, to
stoke the flames of racial
tension in order to promote
their own agenda; countless others use the verdict
as a pretext for lawlessness.
The church is not immune
from issues either. Tension, conflict, and infighting afflict the Christian
church — among and
within denominations and
congregations.
And all the while, people
are dying without Jesus
Christ as Savior.
What can you and I possibly do that would make a
difference?
We may not have much
power — aside from the
right and privilege of voting — to change the
course of this country and
culture or resolve issues
within the Christian
church or even within our
Missouri Synod, but we do
have power that we often
neglect: the power of
prayer.
(Continued on page 2, Prayer)
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Prayer

July Birthdays

(Continued from page 1)

God reminds and assures us in
Psalm 46: 1God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble. 2Therefore we will not fear
though the earth gives way, though
the mountains be moved into the
heart of the sea, 3though its waters
roar and foam, though the mountains
tremble at its swelling... 6The nations
rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters
his voice, the earth melts. 7The LORD
of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
our fortress... 10"Be still, and know
that I am God.
Far from being helpless, we have
the privilege and power of prayer
bought for us with the blood of
Jesus who makes our prayers in
His name acceptable and pleasing
to God.
Pray the Lord of the harvest.
Pray the Savior. Pray the Lord of
the nations. Pray the Lord and
Maker of heaven and earth. Pray,
“Lord, Thy will be done!” because the earth is the Lord's and the
fullness thereof, the world and those
who dwell therein. (Psalm 24:1a) 
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Gerda Koch
Peggy Odrzywolski

5

Carol Chu
Eric Roman

20 Pat Easby
Dwight Gemar
25 Michael Gemar
29 Philip Aduan
31 Megan Gemar
July Anniversaries
10 Michael & Carla Neer
18 George & Diane Oatis
23 Peter & Annaliesa
Liedtke
26 Mike & Tina Voss
30 Allen & Cherylene
Brueckner
August Birthdays
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Kayleigh Coyne

6

Dave Caruso

7

Kayla Neer
Scott Stadler

CONGRATULATIONS

8

KILEY WIRTZ graduated from
Clayton Valley Charter school
this June.

10 Marilyn Neumann

She and her mom have been
serving the less fortunate with us
since she was a little girl. For
many years, they helped fed the
homeless at the park. She now
serves with us at the Concord
shelter.
"For I know the plans I have for you,
says the Lord. They are plans for
good & not for disaster, to give you a
future & a hope. In those days
when you pray, I will listen. If you
look for me in earnest, you will find
me when you seek me. I will be
found by you, " says the Lord.
Jeremiah 29:11-14

Abby Humphrey

14 Ann Caruso
Carrie Kroeger
16 Eyona Pargman
20 Michael Liedtke
21 Chris Roman
22 Carla Johnson-Neer
24 Gail Baker
31 Darrell Humphrey
August Anniversaries
26 Scott & Idalene Stadler
27 Michael & Rhonda
Liedtke
28 John & Andrea
Beutel
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Those who are in need our
prayers:
Sue Saalfeld, Muriel
Strieter, Lloyce Logan (J.
West sister-in-law), Joy
Parker (G. Bothe’s sister), Wanda
Schwartz, Dorothy Taylor (Karen Gamble’s mom), Robert & David Grandt (Liz
Aduan’s brothers), Pauline Fudge (Liz
Aduan’s Aunt–heart failure) Inge Stone,
Elizabeth Bothé (G. Bothe’s granddaughter-7yrs. Non-churched), Abbi and Alex
Roman, June Stewart (J.West’s friend),
Jan Tammiste (Roman’s friend), Blessed
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Betty Kallsen, Bonnie Holmer (G. Bothe’s aunt),
Billy Godsey, Taggert (JoEllen’s nephewhealing), Jenny (JoEllen’s sister-Taggert’s
mom), Karen and Gary Cox (J. West’s
friends-cancer), Bill Kreitz (Cheryl’s
brother-cancer treatments), Steven Liedtke (healing), Esther Lacey and Bernice
Aiman (V. Griffin’s sisters-elder care),
Karen Traficante (G. Syrovatka’s coworker’s wife-cancer-healing/solace),
George Fraine (K. Chu’s friend’s fatherstage 4 cancer), Eyona Pargman (healingsurgery), Matt Goodshaw (Brueckner’s
family friend-melanoma, treatmentshealing), Scott Stadler (recovery-knee surgery), Revia Maurer (recovery-knee surgery), Terry Hawkyard (healing), Don
Roberts (healing-knee replacement),
Sherry Liebe (healing-fall), Philip Aduan
(hand-healing), Marla Kuefner (healingsurgery).
Chaplains among the armed forces and those
serving in the military:
Cpl. Michael Dawers (Bill Koch’s
grandson), Taylor Bothe-Yates (Gayle
Bothe’s grand-niece), Jordan Bennett and
Capt. Richard Hill (Violet Griffin’s great
nephews), Cadet Megan Gemar, Sgt.
Bowe Bergdahl (P.O.W. in Afghanistan),
Warrant Officer Donna Cheek, (Carrie
Kroeger’s cousin-4th tour-Afghanistan),
Army Recruit Kevin Hayworth (Glenda’s
grandson-Basic training), P.O.W. and
M.I.A.’s
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Confirmation Announcement
Pastor Chu
will be on vacation August
9 (Fri) through
August 24 (Sat).
He will not
have cell phone or internet access
August 10-17.
1. Pastor Jim Mueller will lead the
worship services and teach the
Adult Bible Class on August 11 and
August 18.
2. In his absence, Pastor Jed
Maschke of First Lutheran Church
will be on-call for pastoral care.
Pastor Maschke’s contact information:
Home: 925-261-9646
Cell: 925-222-5673
Church: 925-671-9942
Email: pastormaschke@gmail.com
* Congregation members can also
call their elders.
3. The Wednesday evening
Bible study will not meet on
August 14 and August 21. We
will meet on August 7 and August 28.

Joshua Coyne was confirmed at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church on Sunday, June
9, 2013. In preparation for this special
day, he attended confirmation class regularly and was diligent in studying the
Holy Scriptures. May the Holy Spirit
guide and bless you in the continuation
of your study in God’s Word and bestow
you wisdom and strength to carry out
work that God has prepared for you.
Congratulations!!

Upper: Josh and Pastor
Chu; Below: Josh and his
parents: Sandy and John,
siblings: Kaytlyn, Kamryn,
& Kayleigh, Grandparents:
Mr. & Mrs. Harms, Uncle,
Aunt and cousins.

HC Choir Sang at Grace
Before taking an hiatus for the
summer, on Sunday, June 9,
Holy Cross choir members took
their annual field trip to sing at
Grace Lutheran Church in El
Cerrito. Since HC’s choir director, Diana Meux, is a member of
that church. The choir is invited
annually to sing at their worship
service. The ladies also bring
along breakfast foods for a party
afterwards to celebrate the season’s end. The congregation was
invited to participate. A basket
full of knickknacks and surprises
was presented to Diana. As you
can see in the picture, she was
really having fun!
Choir resumes in Sept. New
members wanted!!!

Thank you!
A big "Thank you" to all the
members of Holy Cross for
your prayers, cards, visits and
phone calls during my recent
knee surgery. It is such a blessing to have such a loving
church family. Thank you
again for your concern.
―Scott Stadler

We have all heard the beautiful
sound of wind chimes coming
from the choir loft during many
services over the past few
years. Terry Hawkyard lovingly
donated them to Holy Cross
and we thank her so much for
her generosity.

Our Condolences

to the family of Lois Hagen,
Lois, one of our former members, was called home unto the Lord on Friday
morning, July 26. Memorial Service information will be forthcoming.
3
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NIFTY FIFTY SENIORS CORNER
OUTINGS FOR AUGUST
Trip to Old Sacramento via AMTRA - August 8th, 2013
Our first outing is a repeat of our journey to old Sacramento
via Amtrak and lunch at one of the many restaurants along the
Sacramento River. We can eat at Fat City where we had eaten
several times or choose a different one. After which, we can
just play tourist and visit some of the shops in the downtown
area. For those who haven’t visited the Train Museum which
has every type of train and train coach, a visit is recommended.
Return trains run every hour on the Capitol Corridor Line to
Martinez. You can stay as long as you want or return on the
one that leaves at 3:00PM.
The most attractive reason for us to do this trip again is to take
advantage of the Amtrak online special: the cost of the fist senior round trip ticket is $38.00, and then you are allow to purchase 5 more round trip tickets for $10 each. The cost for a
group of 6 round trip tickets is $38 + $50 equals to $88, which
divided by 6 amounts to $14.67 per person…a big bargain even
for 2 people! The only requirement is that we have to travel
together.
We meet at church at 9:30AM and leave at 9:45. Amtrak
leaves the Martinez station at 11:04, arrives Old Sac at 12:15.
The Amtrak Red Carpet Service will take us into Old Sacramento via a golf cart. We should carpool, as parking at the
Martinez Station sometimes is difficult. It helps if you have a
handicap card; you can park in a metered space.

BY

MARV KREITZ
Jade Garden Restaurant
June 28, 2013

We had ten sign up for our outing to the Jade
Garden Restaurant on Friday June 28 2013,
but after several called to cancel, we ended up
with six. I was a little disappointed because
the last time we went on Friday April 13
2012, we had three sign up and ended up with
thirteen. Anyway as always the food was excellent and service was great and the cost was
under $10.00. Sometime it’s just enjoyable to
get out with Christian friends and visit. I had
what I always have the Kung-Po Shrimp
which included soup, two egg rolls, a generous amount of Shrimp with not too much batter, fried rice and of course a fortune cookie.
Those attending Jack & Doris Mortenson,
Marv Kreitz, Trudy Huenninghaus , Bill
Reichmann and Christl Rose.

Rosie the Riveter
June 13th 2013
We had eleven participants for this outing.

BE A KID AGAIN...JOIN US FOR AN ENJOYABLE TRAIN RIDE!

The Brass Door Restaurant – August 22nd, 2013
The second outing will be lunch at the Brass Door Restaurant
at 1:00 on Aug. 22. It is a bit fancy with linen tablecloths and
excellent service. Lunch costs around $20 including tax and
tip. I have gone there many times with a group I worked with
at Montgomery Ward, and I rate it 5 stars! They have a complete lunch menu with specials, but I usually order the Senior
Special from the dinner menu that includes soup or salad,
main dish and dessert for $13.50. I usually have the 9oz.
ground round steak with mashed potatoes with mushroom
gravy and vegetables, salad and ice cream.
For a really nice lunch at a restaurant with great ambiance,
join us for this outing. To get to the restaurant , drive South on
680 turn right on Crow Canyon Road, take the 1st turn off right
which is San Ramon Blvd. and go about 6 or so blocks. It is on
the right hand side down a little embankment. The address is
2154 San Ramon Valley Blvd, CA94583. Meet at church at
12:15, leave at 12:30, It’s a little way, so we should carpool.
Please sign up in the Social Hall so we know how many to
plan on.
4

Gregg, Cheryl and Bill Reichmann drove directly there, the rest left from church. Herb &
Marilyn drove Pat Kroeger and her guest
Helen. Christl, Trudy & Carrie Kroger rode
with me. Since Marilyn had lived in Richmond, we followed her via highway 4 which
was the fastest way at that time of day. We
arrived at Rosie the Riveter’s park at 1:00. Our
table was set up next to a huge pipe (It was the
boiler room in the Ford Assembly Plant.) that
looked very inviting. I would say our whole
lunch was unique. The food was excellent and
delightfully prepared. I had Fish & Chips with
(Continued on page 5, Rosie)
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Rosie (Continued from page 4)

a nice salad; Herb & Trudy had an appetizer
of peanuts soaked in a sauce served in a cup,
never heard of it before. A glass of wine and
beer (half a liter) cost $5.00. We couldn't get
individual checks so Herb and I figured out
what each person’s bill was including tax and
tip and we were one dollar over when the bill
came. We should work on the state budget!!
After lunch, we walked to the visiting center
to watch a film on the transfer of Japanese to
isolation camps throughout the country during WWII. After the showing, a Japanese
lady who had owned three floristries and was
sent to a camp told how a neighbor took care
of her stores while they were encamped and
how they were treated at the camps. She also
said that the Mechanics Bank did not foreclose on their property while they were away
(almost 3 years) because this neighbor handled their finances well. We did some things
right. She did an excellent talk with no notes.
It was very touching. The 2nd film was on
Rosie the Riveter. Some six million women
entered the US workforce during the war.
While many needed no urging to aid the war
effort, the government actively recruited
them. They first targeted single white women
and extended to married women, then minority women later. The name of the film was
Hero's on the Home Front. We next visited
the Memorial where we saw how the ships
were made and was able to tell the size of the
ships Kaiser built in the nearby shipyard.
There was the SS Red Oak Victory Ship at
Kaiser Shipyard No 3 yet to visit, but we decided this was enough for the day. What a
really delightful way to spend the day learning about our past...

The Old Sugar Mill Outing
July 11th 2013
Nine of us carpooled at church in three cars. Cherylene and
Allen rode with Herb and Marilyn, Annaliesa rode with Bill,
Trudy and Karol rode with me; there was no shortage of conversation in any car. It was a clear day with a forecast of 90 0F
in the Valley. Along the delta, we saw row after rows of pear
trees loaded with fruits, grapevines and cherry trees ready with
bumper crops. What a bountiful area we live in. We drove
along the Sacramento River and can see why Southern Cal
wants to lay claim to our water supply. Our cars were air conditioned as was the place where we ate at the Sugar Mill. We
planned on visiting the Sugar Mill first and sample the wine
before lunch; but when we discovered that the restaurant only
open till 1:00PM. We talked about buying sandwiches to go
for a picnic lunch at the Mill, but since it was only a little after
12:00, we decided to eat then. We found the restaurant delightful...it was an old large store converted into a restaurant.
It had big old
tables and
chairs; the
menu of hot
and cold sandwiches were
listed on boards
overhead (See
picture). Most
of them cost
$6.95 and all
were delicious.
After lunch, we
went to the Sugar Mill. It's a gorgeous brick building with multiple tasting rooms featuring local wines. Heringer Estates
Family Vineyards was our first stop. They had a slip with all
the wines they offered with little boxes to check off. You
checked those that you wanted to sample, six samples for $5.
If you bought a bottle, you could defray the cost of it by the
amount you spent on sampling. The cheapest wine was $15
and many were over $20. I bought a bottle and we took pictures of our tasting. I bought a second bottle next door since a
number of them cost
only $12. Cherylene
bought some olive
oil... after which we
decided to head
back. The return trip
was as delightful as
when we went. It
was an enthralling
outing.

5
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WOMEN OF HOLY CROSS
Banner Making Class
While she and her husband were in town for the Confirmation of their grandson, Joshua Coyne, Mrs. Jeanine Harms,
Sandy Coyne’s mom, who is experienced in making Banners,
graciously gave the WoHC a class on banner making. Here
are some photos on the morning of June 15. (Photos by Sandy)

Women of Holy Cross

U p c om i ng E ve n t s
August 5 - 6pm, planning meeting and
pot-luck at Grace’s. M-Z please bring a
salad to share.
September 21 - 9:30am-11:30am
‘Welcome Back Brunch’. More info will
be forthcoming on Sunday bulletins. Save
the date!
September 13-15, LWML CNH District
Retreat at the St. Francis Retreat Center,
San Juan Bautista. Theme: ‘Faith Forward’ Bible study leader: Pastor Phil
Beyer. Registration deadline is August
20, 2013. Registration details are available online at www.lwmlcnh.org.
September 22 - after Sunday Service ‘Used Book Sale’ for Parking Lot Fund,
in the Parish Hall. Invite your neighbors,
friends and family. Book donations welcome, collection boxes in the Parish Hall.

O U T R E A CH
Due to busy summer schedules,
Outreach will take a break for the
summer. If you feel led to pick
up the summer feedings at the
shelter, please contact Pat Easby
@672~6388 for information.
Special thanks to Pastor Chu,
Carol & Kim, Luker, Kevin &
Alyza, Carol Lau, Mike Liebe,
Sue, Kenny, Annah, Kaytlin &
Amber Reiter, Kiley & Mindy
Wirtz, Jan & Scott Selby, &
cookie lady Sue O'Malley.
Thank you for all the
food donations, helping
with food prep , & kitchen clean
ups, serving at the shelter,
& transporting the food.
Have a fun & safe summer and
we'll see you in the fall!
God's Blessings―Pat Easby
6

B i r t h da y Gi f t s
This year's birthday gifts are in
the making and will be in your
mailboxes during your birthday month. Birthday gifts in
the past have been handmade by Terry Hawkyard,
Marlene Roberts, Melarie
Seidel, Cherylene Brueckner
and Idalene Stadler.
Thank you, ladies!
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

4

5

Mite Box /Hat Sunday
9:30a Worship w/ Comm
10:30a Sunday School/
Bible Study
2-6p Myanmar Christian (H)

6p WoHC Planning Mtg & Potluck @ Grace’s
7p Boy Scout (H)

11
9:30a Worship
10:30a Sunday School/
Bible Study
2-6p Myanmar Christian (H)

Wednesday

6

Thursday

7

Friday

1

2

3

8

9

10

9:30a NFS
Outing to Old
Sacramento
9:30a CVWC
Craft

7p
Bible Study

12
13
14
15
7p Boy Scout (L) 6:30p Elder's 1p Senior Brd 9:30a CVWC
Meeting
(L)
Craft

P as to r

18
19
9:30a Worship w/ Comm 1:30p Bridge (H)
10:30a Sunday School/
7p Scout (L)
Bible Study
2-6p Myanmar Christian (H)

P as to r

25
26
9:30a Worship
7p Boy Scout (L)
10:30a Sunday School/
Bible Study
2-6p Myanmar Christian (H)

o n

Pastor on Vacation

16

17

22
9:30a CVWC
Craft
12:15p NFS
Lunch Outing
Brass Door
Restaurant

23

24

29
9:30a CVWC
Craft

30

31

Va ca tio n

20

o n

Saturday

21

Va ca tio n

27

28
7p Bible
Study

(cl= Choir Loft, C=Conference Room, E=Ed Bldg, H=Parish Hall, L=Library, ws=wing room)
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Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, LCMS
1092 Alberta Way
Concord, CA 94521

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, LCMS
1092 Alberta Way
Concord, CA 94521
(925) 686-2000
Email: holycrossconcord@sbcglobal.net
Website: Www.ctsmemberconnect.net
Pastor: Bill Chu
President: Mike Liebe
Vice President: Gregg Syrovatka
Council Secretary: Carrie Kroeger
Financial Secretary: Scott Stadler
Treasurer: Cheryl Syrovatka
Head Trustee: Allen Brueckner
Elders: Bill Riechman, George Oatis, John
Coyne, Eric Roman, Herb Neumann
Secretarial Staff: Sue Reiter
Newsletter Editor: Grace Gin

Worship Schedule:
Sunday Service
Communion

9:30AM

1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Adults Bible Studies 10:30AM
Sunday School

10:30AM

Week Day Bible Study Schedule:
Monday

12:30PM Conference Room, Ladies
Summer Break, Resumes in August

Wednesday

7:00PM Parish Hall

Choir Rehearsal:
Tuesday

7:15PM—8:45PM
Summer Break, Resumes in Sept.
Outreach:
Fourth Sunday of each month, Resumes in Sept.
Publication Deadline:
Bulletin: Noon, Tuesday
September Cross Currents: August 20, 2013
Office Hours: M-F 9AM-1PM
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