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òDoes Church Need Change?ó1    by Pastor Chu  
In an August, 2009 interview with Mike 
Matthews, editor of Answers magazine, 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
president Dr. Albert Mohler addressed the 
question, With so many children leaving 
the church by their twenties, what are we 
doing wrong, and what solutions can the 
church and parents implement? 

What do you think? What would your solu-
tions be? 

aŀǘǘƘŜǿǎ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ά5ƻŜǎ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ bŜŜŘ /ƘŀƴƎŜΚέ1 that statistics indi-
cate that six out of ten children who grew 
up in conservative churches are now leav-
ing by the time they reach their twenties. 
Dr. Mohler points out the even more trou-
bling trend that while in the recent genera-
tions, young people temporarily left the 
church, it now appears that for millions of 
young people raised in the church, their 
leaving is a permanent alienation from the 
church and from the truth claims of Christi-
anity. 

Dr. Mohler continues: The reality is that 
many of them are simply opting out, which 
tells us that they never really understood or 
were committed to what it would be to be 
a faithful disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
terms of what we understand about the 
importance of worldview, their worldview 
was evidently not shaped adequately by 
biblical truths such that they were able to 
withstand the tide of the secular culture 
and the allure of the other worldviews 
around them. We're in a world of compet-
ing lifestyles, worldviews, and even expec-
tations and pictures of what the good life 
would be. The reality is that many of our 
young people are simply following into a 
peer culture τ and then disappearing into 
a larger secular culture. 

Dr. Mohler puts much responsibility on 
churches and church leaders (I would say, 
beginning with pastors): Churches in many 
ways have actually... added to the problem 
by doing too much for young people. The 
idea of the church is as a full-service enter-
tainment and activity center, where you 
take children away from their parents and 
you just put them in a different peer culture. 
Now it's a church peer culture, and you are 
very concerned to give them all the right 
entertainment and activities. What happens 
when all of that gets old? 

Dr. Mohler notes that a majority of our 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΩ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-
something  hold to a faith that sociologist 
Christian Smith in a 2005 study identified as 
ϦƳƻǊŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΣ ǘƘŜǊŀǇŜǳǘƛŎ ŘŜƛǎƳέ τ which 
άŦŀƛǘƘέ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ Kids 
are spending a very small amount of time 
actually even in the church activities, he 
says, and many of those activities have very 
little theological, biblical, spiritual content. 

Dr. Mohler also places responsibility on par-
ents. Parents are failing to convey the gos-
pel and ground [their children] in the Scrip-
tures, he says, and they have bought into a 
secular understanding of parenthood. 

Dr. Mohler offers a number of solutions in-
volving both churches (especially pastors) 
and parents: 

1. The church needs to focus on expository 
preaching and teach how to think bibli-
cally. 

2. The church needs to show the serious-
ness of church, including personal ac-
countability. 

3. The church needs to give answers about 
current issues. 

(Continued on page 2, Change) 
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Shamrock  
St. Patrick used 
the shamrock 
to teach peo-
ple about the 
Godhead. 

Holding up a shamrock, he 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ άLǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ 
ƭŜŀŦΣ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜΚέ LƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭȅΣ 
people replied that it was 
both, prompting St. Patrick to 
draw the analogy that so, too, 
is God: one God in three Per-
sons τ the Holy Trinity 
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4. The church needs to explain how the 
gospel is unfolding through real his-
tory. 

5. tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŀƭƭ 
the time, in everyday life 

6. Parents need to help adolescents think 
through the big questions. 

What do you think? Do you agree with 
5ǊΦ aƻƘƭŜǊΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ 
and/or his solutions to the problem? 
What would your solutions be? Does the 
Bible agree with you? 

Paul writes in 2Timothy 3: 14But as for 
you, continue in what you have learned 
and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it 15and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted with 
the sacred writings, which are able to 
make you wise for salvation through faith 
in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is breathed 
out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for train-
ing in righteousness, 17that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work. 

We read in the New Testament epistle, 
Jude: Beloved... contend for the faith that 
was once for all delivered to the saints. 
For certain people have crept in unno-
ticed... who pervert the grace of our God 
into sensuality and deny our only Master 
and Lord, Jesus Christ. (Jude 3-4) 

For Church leaders, Paul gives the follow-
ing criteria, to which all Christians should 
adhere:  9He must hold firm to the trust-
worthy word as taught, so that he may 
be able to give instruction in sound doc-
trine and also to rebuke those who con-
tradict it. (Titus 1:9) 

Whether we are parents with youth chil-
dren/teenagers, whether we are adoles-
cents or elderly, what keeps us grounded 
in the faith τ ƴƻǘ άƳȅέ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻǊ άȅƻǳǊέ 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōǳǘ the faith 
handed down by the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit as Holy Scripture τ is the 
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Diana 
Butterfield, 
Eyona Parg-
man, Sue 
Saalfeld, 
Muriel 

Strieter, Trudy Huenninghaus, 
AJ and Caylin Stanley,  Wanda 
Schwartz, Dorothy Taylor,  
Abbi and Alex Roman 

Wanda Armstrong, Ellen Sten-
son, Bob Richards, Gary Cox, 
Lloyce Logan, Robert and 
David Grandt, Inge Stone, 
Elizabeth Bothé, Joyce Parker,  
Debbie Hardesty, June Stew-
art, Vivian Hock , Clint Lau, Les-
ƭƛŜ ό!ƴƴ /ŀǊǳǎƻΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘύΣ ²ƛƭƭ 
Voertman  

means of grace, namely the Word of 
DƻŘΣ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΦ  

As the Church of Jesus Christ entrusted 
with the ministry of the Gospel of Christ 
crucified for the salvation of the world, 
which salvation the Holy Spirit freely 
gives by grace through faith (which the 
Spirit also freely gives) in Christ, we τ 
pastors and laity τ preach, teach, and 
learn the Scriptures and centered our 
lives as Church and individual Christians 
in and around Word and Sacrament. 

tŀǳƭΩǎ άǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ƛƴŦƭǳπ
enced, and motivated his preaching and 
living was the Gospel of Christ crucified 
(Romans 1:16; 21Corinthians 2:1-3;3 Philippi-

ans 1:20-214). 

²Ŝ ƎŜǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ άǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿέ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ 
learn the faith by learning the Scrip-
tures and we teach this faith to our kids 
and young people, trusting that faith 
comes by hearing the Word of God,5 
and  convinced that he [our Savior and 
Lord Jesus Christ] is able to guard until 
that Day [the Day of Judgment] what 
has been entrusted to [us]. (2Timothy 

1:12) 
1 http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/

am/v4/n4/church-change-expande.  

See http://www.answersingenesis.org/
articles/am/v4/n4/church-change for short 
version. 

2  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
(Romans 1:16) 
3 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not 
come proclaiming to you the testimony of God 
with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided to 
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. And I was with you in weakness 
and in fear and much trembling. (1Corinthians 
2:1-3) 
4 As it is my eager expectation and hope that I 
will not be at all ashamed, but that with full 
courage now as always Christ will be honored in 
my body, whether by life or by death. For to me 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain. (Philippians 
1:20-21) 
5 So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ. 
(Romans 10:17) 

Voters Assembly  

Sunday, March 4  
after worship service  

 

Mid - week 

Lenten Schedule  
  

Wednesdays:  
3/7, 3/14,  

3/21 and 3/28 
6 pm - Supper 
7 pm - Service 

 

 Skip the cooking on those 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎΧΦŎƻƳŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ 
for a light meal and fellowship 
with your brothers and sisters 
in Christ as well as nourish-
ment for the soul.  
Everyone is welcome.! 
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Women of Holy Crossõ 

2nd Annual Valentineõs Luncheon 

Sunday, February 12, 2012  
by Marilyn Neumann  

 

Cherylene Brueckner, our President, welcomed eve-
ryone and turned the microphone over to our own 
Mike Liebe, who led us in a fun ice breaker, where 
we all came up with the words to write a Valentine.  
The result was hilarious. 

Pastor Chu gave us some words of inspira-
tion from 1 John 3:18, and 4:7-11 
to think about concerning ά[h±9έΦ  
We sang the Common Table Prayer 
to the tune of Jesus Loves Me, and 
ate lunch while listening to the mu-
sic provided by Musician Jim Cord-
ice. 

Thanks to the Decorations Committee, the 
Parish Hall was transformed into a romantic, 

beautiful setting for a nice luncheon.  Sixty people en-
joyed a delicious meal consisting of two kinds of Quiche, 
two different kinds of salad, maple pecan scones, and des-
sert choices which included a 
Cherry Dessert, cups of Chocolate 
Mousse, and homemade Choco-
late Chip Cookies.  

²ŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ 
attended.  It was so special to 
watch people enjoying the meal, 
listening to the beautiful music 
and visiting with each other. 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Oriental Salad on page 6, and if 
you would like to have a copy of 
any of the other recipes, please 
talk to Marilyn Neu-
mann. 


