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"Relevancy" is the holy grail for many 

churches as they look for ways to con-

nect with the world today, whether we 

call our world "post-modern," "post-

church" or by whatever other moniker. 

At the core of this quest to be òrelevantó 

are the churchesõ desire to òget out the 

messageó in a way that the world finds 

relevant and therefore acceptable. 

òPush the envelop,ó òthink outside the 

box,ó òseeker-sensitive,ó òrelevant ser-

mons,ó òcontemporary worship,ó  are 

common buzz words or phrases one 

hears in conversations about the church 

being relevant. 

Some churches explore different ways 

to reach people with the Gospel of 

Christ crucified and risen for the salva-

tion of the world without any compro-

mise of Law and Gospel. They lift high 

the cross. They greet people who the 

Spirit brings through their church doors 

with the Word of God front and center. 

They avoid the òbait-and-switchó tactic 

that veils Godõs Word so that òseekersó 

are not òturned offó but will come for 

the activities, programs, and music 

(bait) until they deem the people ready 

for a healthy dose of the truth of the 

Scriptures (switch). 

Many, if not most churches, however, in 

attempting to repackage or rebrand 

Christianity to make it relevant (read 

òtolerableó or òpalatableó) to the world 

compromise and sacrifice Godõs Word 

at the altar of relevancy. Sin is rede-

fined so that it is no longer what God, in 

His Word, says it is but what we think it 

is, which often translates to defining sin 

based on contemporary cultural values 

and societal 

norms, whether these contradict Godõs 

Word or not. The Gospel of salvation by 

Godõs grace through faith in Jesus apart 

from works (Ephesians 2:8-9) is wa-

tered down and lost. The cross is 

stripped of its meaning in the context of 

Law and Gospel so that it is no longer a 

stumbling block or foolishness to the 

world (1Corinthians 1:23), and believers 

and unbelievers alike are ômisledõ by 

what Paul calls òanother gospeló in Ga-

latians 1:6-9. The result? ñ Seeking to 

be òrelevant,ó these churches become 

irrelevant with respect to Godõs Word. 

One can find countless examples of how 

churches and pastors seeking to be 

relevant would rather offend God by 

teaching in His name but contrary to His 

Word than to be seen as òirrelevantó by 

unbelievers. 

Rob Bellõs recent endorsement of gay 

marriage is a prime example. Respond-

ing to a question while speaking at San 

Francisco's Grace Cathedral on March 

17, 2013,  the founder and former pas-

tor of  (megachurch) Mars Hill Bible 

Church in Grandville, Mich., Bell an-

swered: "I am for marriage. I am for fi-

delity. I am for love, whether it's a man 

and woman, a woman and a woman, a 

man and a man. I think the ship has 

sailed and I think the church needs ñ I 

think this is the world we are living in 

and we need to affirm people wherever 

they are."  (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/greg

-carey/rob-bell-comes-gay-

marriage_b_2898394.html) 

To affirm people as they are, biblically, 
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is to affirm that without faith in the crucified and 

risen Christ, sinners will go to hell because there is 

salvation in no name other than the name of Jesus 

(Acts 4:11-12), who died on the cross to atone for 

the sins of the world, but that whoever believes in 

Jesus as Savior has eternal life (John 3:16). To 

òaffirmó people in their sins as if God were okay 

with anything and everything is an affront to Jesus 

who died on the cross to save the world from sin. 

To be sure, the church ñ Christians ñ should do 

what we can to make visitors, seekers, or however 

people categorize themselves, welcome in the 

name of Jesus but without compromising Godõs 

Word. We should see, treat, and love each person 

as a sinner for whom Christ died and whom God so 

loved that He gave His Son for them just as He did 

for us. And the relevant way to love them is to tell 

them what God did for them in Christ and why. 

No doubt we can be more friendly, more welcoming, 

more loving toward each other as fellow believers 

and toward those who do not yet know Christ. If we 

are not relevant as Godõs people or church to unbe-

lievers, and to each other, perhaps itõs because we 

are not faithfully and without apology teaching, 

preaching, and sharing His Word of Law and Gospel 

and living by His grace through faith in Jesus, but 

the Word of God is in and of itself relevant. 

What can be more relevant to our world and to us 

than Jesus Christ and His Word? What ògospeló can 

save sinners from eternal death other than the 

Good News that Jesus died and was raised from the 

dead for our salvation? 

The church doesnõt need to repackage Good Friday 

to be relevant; we need to lift high the cross. The 

church doesnõt need to rebrand Easter to be rele-

vant; we need to proclaim that the tomb is empty, 

that Jesus is risen and ascended, and that when He 

returns we too will be raised physically from the 

dead. The church doesnõt need to redefine the Law 

or water down the Gospel to be relevant; we need to 

preach, teach, and live Godõs Word faithfully, un-

abashedly, and unapologetically by His grace, be-

cause Godõs Word doesnõt need to be made rele-

vant by us; it is relevant because it is Godõs Word 

and He will accomplish what He sends it to do. Y 
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April Birthdays 

2 Richard Liedtke 

5 Muriel Strieter 

13 Dorothy Taylor 

17 Ron Gamble 

21 Barbra Humphrey 

23 Kaytlyn Coyne 

24 Trudy Huenning-

haus 

26  Herbert Neumann  

Diane Oatis 

29 Timothy Hintz 

Anniversaries 

4 Dave & Ann 

Caruso 

16 Mike & Joyce 

Liebe 

29 Ken & Sue Reiter 

 

April 
Choir 

Schedule  
  

Rehearsals 

at 7:15PM 
1. Pastor will be 

away from March 31 (after 

Easter worship) till Wednesday 

morning, April 10, and will be 

not reachable by phone or E-

mail. 

2. Pastor will be at a Pastorsõ 

Conference in Santa Cruz from 

April 16-18 

Pastoral Care : 

During his March 31-April 10 

absence- 

1. Pastor Peter Woodward 

(Faith Lutheran Church, Pleas-

ant Hill, CA) will be on call for 

pastoral care. He can be con-

tacted at: 925-998-7420 

(Cell) / 925-685-7353 (Church 

Office) 

2. Rev. Wayne Brockman will 

be leading the April 7 worship 

service and adult Bible class 

During the pastors' conference  

April 16-18:  

He can be reached on his cell 

phone in Santa Cruz. 

Members can also contact 

their elders. 

Confirmation and Bible Class -- 

1. Confirmation class will not 

meet on April 7. 

2. The Wednesday evening 

Bible study will resume on April 

24. 

 from:  March 31 

to: April 10 & 

from:  April 16 

to:       April 18   

òOur Lord has written the promise of the 

resurrection, not in books alone, but in 

every leaf in springtime.ó  ˈMartin Luther  
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Nifty Fifty Outings for April 2013 

Galindo House and Gardens 

April 11, 2013  

We again plan on two outings for April: the 

first is to the Galindo House and Gardens lo-

cate at 1721 Amador Ave. Concord, 94520 

on April 11 with lunch at the Spaghetti Factory located at 1955 Mt. 

Diablo Street, concord 94520. We have eaten there many times 

and have always been pleased with the portions and the food. We 

were last there on Nov. 8th 2012 when we were seated behind the 

Street Car with plenty of room. I had Spaghetti and meatballs as 

always; and the complete meal including drink was only 

$11.50...hard to beat. 

Erna Beutel recommended the Galindo House after it was written 

up in our Cross Currents. This house was built in 1856 for Don 

Francisco Galindo and his wife, Maria Dolores (Pacheco) Galindo. 

At that time it was one of the few Victorian ranch Houses in the 

country. In 1880, it was expanded from a six room house to ten 

rooms. It should be interesting to see how these peopled lived in 

those days. The docent led tour is planned for 11:00 AM and lunch 

at 1:00 PM. You are welcome to join us for the tour, lunch or both. 

Please sign up in the Social Hall so we know how many to plan on. 

Oakland Zoo ~ April 24, 2013  

Our second outing is a 90 minutes docent 

led tour to the Oakland Zoo in a golf cart. 

We have reservations for 12 which is all one 

of the golf cart can carry. The docent will be 

a Park Ranger who will also drive the cart. 

When I first made the reservation, I reserved three carts, enough 

room for as many participants as we wanted. However, the Ranger 

informed me recently that two of the carts would not be available 

due to lack of drivers. There is a $35 fee for the cart and regular 

senior ticket is $11.75. Senior over the age of 80 is free. The 

charge for parking is $5, so we should plan on carpooling.  

We plan to have lunch at the Zoo. The Oakland Zoo is nestled in 

the rolling hills of the 25 acre Knowland Park. The zoo is located at 

9777 Golf Links Road, Oakland...right off highway 580 and is 

home to more than 660 native and exotic animals. Visitors are en-

couraged to explore the zoo's many biomes (geographically de-

fined areas) and learn about animals that live in particular regions.  

Meet at church at 9:45 AM and leave at 10:00. The tour is sched-

uled for 11:00AM. Sign up in the Social Hall so we know how many 

to plan on. It should be an interesting way to spend a day... Bring a 

friend!!! 

Those who are in need 

of our prayers: 

Herb Neumann  

(recovery from surgery)  

Sue Saalfeld, Muriel 

Strieter, Ellen Stenson (Glennõs grand-

daughter), Lloyce Logan (Judyõs sister-in-

law), Joy Parker (Gayleõs sister), Wanda 

Schwartz, Dorothy Taylor (Karen Gam-

bleõs mother), Robert & David Grandt 

(Lizõs brothers), Pauline Fudge (Lizõs 

Auntðheart failure), Inge Stone, Eliza-

beth Bothé (Gayleõs granddaughter Non-

churched), Abbi and Alex Roman, June 

Stewart (Judyõs friend), Jan Tammiste 

(Romanõs friend), Alice Mikolasek 

(Violetõs friend), Herb Borchers, Stepha-

nie Woolley (Laurettaõs daughter-

migraines), Brian Fawcet (Diane Oatisõ 

brother), Blessed Emmanuel Lutheran 

Church, Betty Kallsen, Marjorie Keis-

ling (Pat Kroegerõs sister), Nora Encinas 

(secretary-First Lutheran) Audrey Augilar 

(Noraõs niece-remove paralysis), Pastor 

Phil Scharnitzke (Our Savior Lutheran-

Livermore), Bonnie Holmer (Gayleõs 

aunt), Pastor Paul and Cathy Meyer 
(retired Pastor-Trinity Lutheran W.C.), 

Maria Delit (Susan Stensonõs mother), 

Bill Godsey, Eric Stanley (Amber 

Reiterõs friend-recovery heart surgery), 

JoEllen Roesti (pregnancy), Karen and 

Gary Cox (Judyõs friends-cancer), Bill 

Kreitz (Cherylõs brother-cancer treat-

ments), Lucas and Jessica (Reiterõs 

grandson and mother), Joyce and Jon 

Dils (Don Robertõs Aunt and son-kidney 

transplant surgery), Steven Liedtke 

(healing). 
 

Chaplains among the armed forces 

and those serving in the military:  

Jon and Mike Dawers (Bill Kochõs 

grandsons), Matthew Seeger, Derek 

Patterson and Dustin Philips, Taylor 

Bothe-Yates (Gayle Botheõs grand-niece), 

Navy Spec. David Aiman, Joel and Jor-

dan Bennett, Capt. Richard Hill (Violet 

Griffinõs great nephews), Cadet Megan 

Gemar, Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, Army Re-

cruit Kevin Hayworth (Glenda's grand-

son-Basic training), P.O.W. and M.I.A.s. 
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 Eugene O'Neill National Historic Site 
  Thursday March 21st 2013 

It was a beautiful day as we arrived at the pickup point for 

tours to the Eugene O'Neill house at 205 Railroad Ave Dan-

ville Ca.  The bus was there with a smiling accommodating 

driver to take us up to the house. As we drove up we were im-

pressed with the beauty of the green hillside and were 

amazed as we de-

parted the bus to 

see the view of Mt 

Diablo across the 

way looking like it 

was just across 

the street. It's 

easy to see why 

Eugene O'Neill 

would want to 

make this his final 

home and harbor.  

Our Docent met 

us at the bus and 

knew Tim Hintz (who is a Docent at the John Muir House) 

which meant we had the VIP tour. We visited all the floors and 

received a complete history lesson of Eugene O'Neill, his 

plays and final stages of his very interesting life.   

After our tour we went to the Brass Door for a delicious lunch. 

Marv had his ground round steak senior lunch which included 

salad, mashed potatoes, vegetable and ice cream for dessert, 

but he couldn't talk anyone else into it.  Most had sausages, 

red cabbage, boiled potatoes etc. which was a daily specialé

a typical German lunch. It all looked great. Pat Kroger had told me the Police widows were meeting there 

for lunch at the same time and that we should say Hi. I could see a great looking group of gals meeting in 

the next room, but didn't take the time to say Hi. What a really great time we have at our outings. If you 

would like to come, just show up. Itõs a real low key friendly group. 

  Black Bear Restaurant 
          February 28th 2013 
 

It was one of those really special days we have in the Bay 

Area,  weather wise, as we set out for the Black Bear Res-

taurant located at 700 Bancroft Road  in Walnut Creek.  

We had made reservations for eight and we had ten show 

up for lunch.  What a blessing.  Eberhard and Anke Weiss, 

old members of our church, were visiting and when they 

heard we were having a lunch they just couldn't miss 

it...The food was excellent I had the senior dinner ($9.95) 

with Soup or Salad ,Entry Mashed potatoes gravy and veg. 

Etc What a deal..They put us in a separate room which made it easy for everyone to speak up and be 

heard. A great time was had by all..... 


