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The Churchos

"Relevancy" is the holy grail for many
churches as they look for ways to con-
nect with the world today, whether we
call our world "posimodern,” "post

he core of thi
are the churcheso
messaged in a way
relevant and therefore acceptable.
OPush the envel op,
box, 6 ®seekeirve, 0
mons, O
common buzz words or phrases one

hears in conversations about the church b e

being relevant.

Some churches explore different ways
to reach people with the Gospel of
Christ crucified and risen for the salva-
tion of the world without any compro-
mise of Law and Gospel. They lift high
the cross. They greet people who the
Spirit brings through their church doors
with the Word of God front and center.
They
that veils God®os
are not oturned of
the activities, programs, and music
(bait) until they deem the people ready
for a healthy dose of the truth of the
Scriptures (switch).

attempting to repackage or rebrand

We: | Christianity to make it relevant (read

otolerabled or
{compromise and
at the altar of relevancy. Sin is rede-

1 His Word, says it is but what we think it
is, which often translates to defining sin
based on contemporary cultural values
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Many, if not most churches, however, in and woman, a woman and a woman, a

0 p a thiaktthés Is the wGoyld wte are livihngen w
s a c and We need to &ffirrd [fesple Wizereer

fined so that it is no longer what God, in -carey/rob-bel-comesgay-
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evandc

and societal PASTOR CHU
norms, whether the
Word or not. The Gospel of salvation by
Godods grace throug
from works (Ephesians 2:9) is wa-
weredgdoven sartd lost.dheleressis r e |
strgpped of ks meaningdnghe tontexuof
Latv and Gdspekso thab itid nd lorfger a
stumbling block or foolishness to the
@orld (LCorninthi&ns b2B)t asd betlievers
and|l emapti sgepfrs al

latians 1:6-9. The result?ii Seeking to
orelevant, 6 the

i rrel evant with re

One can find countless examples of how

churches and pastors seeking to be
relevant would rather offend God by
teaching in His name but contrary to His
Word than to be se
unbelievers.

Rob Bell ds recent
arrlag |s a prlme example. Respond-
destion while speaking at San

E ngl co'sE ra!:e ﬁedrﬁ 3nﬁ‘\/|§r!§he
7 20?% tﬁe folilder gnd l%r%g?%as—

tor of (megachurch) Mars Hill Bible
Church in Grandville, Mich., Bell an-
swered:"l am for marriage. | am for fi-
delity. | am for love, whether it's a man

man and a man. | think the ship has
sailed and | think the church needsi |

they are." (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/greg

marriage_b_2898394.html)
To affirm people as they are, biblically,

(Continued on page?, Relevancy)

or



Cross Currents 2013

OUR[L 2 & 9

PASTOR [(
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is to affirm that without faith in the crucified and will be away
risen Christ, sinners will go to hell because there is from: March 31

salvation in no name other than the name of Jesus to: April 10 &
(Acts 4:11-12), who died on the cross to atone for from:Apr?I 16
the sins of the world, but that whoever believes in to: April 18

Jesus as Savior has eternal life (John 3:16). To 1. Pastor will be
oaffirmdé people in thei pwapfiod MarchIBL (aftef
with anything and everything is an affront to Jesus Easter worship) till Wednesday
who died on the cross to save the world from sin.  morning, April 10, and will be

To be sure, the churchi Christiansfi should do not reachable by phone or &

- mail.
what we can to make visitors, seekers, or however _
people categorize themselves, welcome in the : ; Pas tSo rowi fl !
name of Jesus but witho L??n ergngerwp pn&algriuzsrpn?
April 16-18

Word. We should see, treat, and love each person
as a sinner for whom Christ died and whom God so Pastoral Care :

loved that He gave His Son for them just as He did During his March 31April 10
for us. And the relevant way to love them isto tell absence

them what God did for them in Christ and why. 1. Pastor Peter Woodward

No doubt we can be more friendly, more welcoming,(Faith_”'-umerar_‘”%hurc“’ T?as_
more loving toward each other as fellow believers 2Nt Hill, CA) will be on call for

) pastoral care. He can be con-
and toward those who do not yet know Christ. If we tacted at: 925.998-7420
are not relevant as

! Go d ocRiy /R55 898 7383 (¢h
|l i ever s, and to each

ot 'bfﬁcre)' per hap
are not faithfully and without apology teaching, .
preaching, and sharing His Word of Law and Gospelﬁ'eIT:gdi\é\ga{hnee :gﬁlc l;TV%?SV%’:g
and living by His grace through faith in Jesus, but

2 : service and adult Bible class
the Word of God is in and of itself relevant. )
During the pastors' conference

April 16-18:
H We canvgg rrea%h%d oWﬁ]sacéll

phone in Santa Cruz.
Members can also contact

(

dirch
S i

What can be more relevant to our world and to us
than Jesus Chri st and
save sinners from eternal death other than the
Good News that Jesus died and was raised from the
dead for our salvation? .

their elders.

The church doesndt needf @ cenaskade

to be relevant; we need to lift high the cross. The _ _ | "
church doesndt need to r’L.eC%nprrga.Hoacaésawgpogr
meet on April 7.

vant; we need to proclaim that the tomb is empty, '
that Jesus is risen and ascended, and that when He 2- The Wednesday evening
returns we too will be raised physically from the Bible study will resume on Apri
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April Birthdays

2 Richard Liedtke
5

13

Muriel Strieter

Dorothy Taylor

17 Ron Gamble

> 2L uBanrbrh Humpghreyu

530 Igaytlybn %é:ynae us

24 Trudy Huenning-
haus

26 Herbert Neumann
Diane Oatis

290 TGnfotAyeHInt®

Anniversaries

c

4 Dave & Ann
Go@adisoFr i

16 Mike & Joyce
t L(i’ebeb e rel

da

29 Ken & Sue Reiter

dead. The church doesndét*need to redefine the L
or water down the Gospel to be relevant; we need to, s

preach, teach, and 1live - P

abashedly, and unapologetically by His grace, be- |\#<,00ur Lord has written
cause Godds Word doesnédil= resurrection, not in books alone, but in
vant by us ; it i s rel ev every |l eaf i h MargniLutherg t |i
and He will accomplish what He sends it to d¥. Q&W
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‘ Those who are in need
of our prayers:

Herb Neumann
(recovery from surgery)

Sue Saalfeld Muriel
Strieter, Ellen Stenson( G| enn d s
daughter),Lloyce Logan J u d y &is-
law),Joy Parkef Gay | e dWanda
Schwartz Dorothy TaylofKaren Gam-
bl eds Rober & David Grandt
(Li z3ds Paulne Fudgesli, z o
Auntheart failure),Inge Stone Eliza-
beth Bothé( Gayl ef6s gr an
churched),Abbi and Alex Romanjune
Stewart( J u d y 6 sJarf Tarmmistel )
( Ro ma n & sAlicerMikelasek) |,

( Vi ol et Herb BorcheesiStepha-
nieWoolley Laurettads d
migraines),Brian Fawcet( Di an e
brother), Blessed Emmanuel Lutheran
Church Betty Kallsen Marjorie Keis-
ling( Pat Kr oe d\Norm&scinasi
(secretaryFirst Lutheran)Audrey Augilar
( No r a é-remond paralysis)Pastor
Phil Scharnitzke(Our Savior Lutheran
Livermore),Bonnie Holme Gay | e
aunt), Pastor Paul and Cathy Meyer
(retired PastorTrinity Lutheran W.C.),
MariaDelit( Susan Stenso
Bill GodseyEric StanleyAmber

Rei t er @esovdryrhéad sudyery),
JoEllen Roestipregnancy) Karen and
Gary Cox J u dy 6 santer),Bi# n d
Kreitz( Cher y | &ancebtreat-t h ¢
ments), Lucas and Jessicd Rei t e
grandson and mother)Joyce and Jon
Dils( Don Rober t 6-&idneyu
transplant surgery) Steven Liedtke

(healing)

Chaplains among the armed forces
and those serving in the military:

Jon and Mike Dawerg Bi | | Ko
grandsons),Matthew SeegerDerek
Patterson and Dustin PhilipsTaylor
Bothe-Yates( Gay | e
Navy Spec. David Aimadoel and Jor-
dan Bennett, Capt. Richard Hi(lviolet
Gri ffinds gCadetMegare
Gemar, Sgt. Bowe BergdahlArmy Re-
cruit Kevin Hayworth(Glenda's grand-

B o tié¢ce),0

Nifty Fifty Outings for April 2013

Galindo House and Gardens
April 11, 2013

We again plan on two outings for April: the
giﬁ’sfsi tt'?)‘i?h'e Galindo House and Gardens lo
gGa eraé 1721 Amador Ave. Concord, 94520
on Apfil 11 with lunch at the Spaghetti Factory located at 1955 M
Diablo Street, concord 94520. We have eaten there many times
fand have always been pleased with the portions and the food. W
were last there on Nov. 8th 2012 when we were seated behind th
dStreet £artwath pléneynof room. | had Spaghetti and meatballs as
always; and the complete meal including drink was only
$11.50...hard to beat.

Erna Beutel recommended the Galindo House after it was written
aup inrpureGross Currents. This house was built in 1856 for Don
ofRrancisa Galindo and his wife, Maria Dolores (Pacheco) Galindc

At that time it was one of the few Victorian ranch Houses in the

country. In 1880, it was expanded from a six room house to ten

$oom$. It should be interesting to see how these peopled lived in
those days. The docent led tour is planned for 11:00 AM and lung

S

Oakland Zoo~ April 24, 2013

Our second outing is a 90 minutes docent
led tour to the Oakland Zoo in a golf cart.

__1 of the golf cart can carry. The docent will be
. a Park Ranger who will also drive the cart.
Ben | first made the reservation, | reserved three carts, enough
room for as many participants as we wanted. However, the Rang
n infoamred me pegently that two of the carts would not be available
due to lack of drivers. There is a $35 fee for the cart and regular
senior ticket is $11.75. Senior over the age of 80 is free. The

charge for parking is $5, so we should plan on carpooling.

We plan to have lunch at the Zoo. The Oakland Zoo is nestled in

the rolling hills of the 25 acre Knowland Park. The zoo is located
¢ §7F? Golf Links Road, Oakland...right off highway 580 and is
home to more than 660 native and exotic animals. Visitors are en
couralg%dnto explore the zoo's many biomes (geographically de-

) ?ine%l areas?

Meet at church at 9:45 AM and leave at 10:00. The tour is sched-
D plédver)11:00AM. Sign up in the Social Hall so we know how ma
to plan on. It should be an interesting way to spend a day... Bring
friend!!!

r

son-Basic training),P.O.W. and M.L.A.s.

at 1:00 PM. You are welcome to join us for the tour, lunch or both.
5 Rlease sign up in the Social Hall so we know how many to plan on.

i \We have reservations for 12 which is all one

and learn about animals that live in particular regions
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Black Bear Restaurant
February 2802013

It was one of those really special days we have in the Bay
Area, weather wise, as we set out for the Black Bear Res-
taurant located at 700 Bancroft Road in Walnut Creek.
We had made reservations for eight and we had ten show
up for lunch. What a blessing. Eberhard and Anke Weiss,
old members of our church, were visiting and when they
heard we were having a lunch they just couldn't miss
it...The food was excellent | had the senior dinner ($9.95)
with Soup or Salad ,Entry Mashed potatoes gravy and veg.
Etc What a deal..They put us in a separate room which made it easy for everyone to speak up and be
heard. A great time was had by all.....

Eugene O'Neill National Historic Site
Thursday March 2% 2013

It was a beautiful day as we arrived at the pickup point for
tours to the Eugene O'Neill house at 205 Railroad Ave Dan-
ville Ca. The bus was there with a smiling accommodating
driver to take us up to the house. As we drove up we were im-
pressed with the beauty of the green hillside and were

: ,amazed as we de-
parted the bus to
see the view of Mt
Diablo across the
way looking like it
was just across
the street. It's
= easy to see why
Eugene O'Neill
— would want to
' make this his final
home and harbor.

Our Docent met

us at the bus and

knew Tim Hintz (who is a Docent at the John Muir House)
which meant we had the VIP tour. We visited all the floors and
received a complete history lesson of Eugene O'Neill, his
plays and final stages of his very interesting life.

After our tour we went to the Brass Door for a delicious lunch.
Marv had his ground round steak senior lunch which included
salad, mashed potatoes, vegetable and ice cream for dessert,
but he couldn't talk anyone else into it. Most had sausages,
red cabbage, boil ed potatoes ¢
a typical German lunch. It all looked great. Pat Kroger had told me the Police widows were meeting there
for lunch at the same time and that we should say Hi. | could see a great looking group of gals meeting in
the next room, but didn't take the time to say Hi. What a really great time we have at our outings. If you
would |Ii ke to come, just show up. ltds a real I o




