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This is the day that the 

LORD has made; let us re-

joice and be glad in it.  
Psalm 118:24 

 
There is no day on which these 
words of the psalmist are truer 
than on the day of Easter, the 
celebration of our Lord’s resur-
rection. Even people who care 
little or nothing about the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ observe 
Easter, though perhaps only as 
an occasion for family get-
together and egg hunts. Some 
make an exception on Easter 
(and maybe on Christmas) and 
attend worship even if they 
don’t do so the rest of the year. 
 

Still Easter is decidedly Chris-
tian. In fact, no resurrection 
means no Christianity. St. Paul 
says in 1Corinthians that if 
Christ has not been raised, then 
our preaching is in vain and so 
is our faith and we are still in 
our sins (1Cor.15:14,17). If 
Christ has not been raised, then 
Good Friday was for naught and 
Christ is still in the tomb and 
Christianity has nothing to stand 

on. But in fact Christ has been 
raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. For as by a man 

came death, by a man has come 

also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, so also in 

Christ shall all be made alive. 

(1Cor.15:20-22) 
 

This means Easter is Good News 
for all people. Just as Christ died 

on the cross to atone for the sins 
of the world (Good Friday), so 
His resurrection is victory over 
death for all people. Because He 
has been raised, we too shall be 
raised, but only by God’s grace 
through faith (trust) in Jesus 
Christ as Savior.  
 

The message of Easter is, in the 
words of St. Paul: Death is swal-
lowed up in victory. O death, 

where is your victory? O death, 

where is your sting? The sting of 

death is sin, and the power of sin 

is the law. But thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory through 
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our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(1Cor.15:54b-57) 
 

Because of Easter (and of course, 
Good Friday), every day is a day 
in which we can and should re-
joice. Every day is a day of God's 
grace. For unbelievers, every day 
is an opportunity for them to be 
brought to faith in Jesus by the 
Gospel. For believers, every day 
is a day of spiritual blessings in 
spite of the burdens we bear be-
cause of sin. Every day is an op-
portunity for us to share the 
Good News of Christ with those 

(Continued on page 2, Rejoice) 
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April 1 Maundy Thursday  
Service,  7 PM 
 

April 2  Good Friday  

Services, Noon and  

7 PM (Tenebrae Service) 
 

April 4  Easter 
Hat & Mite Box Sunday 
Breakfast/Egg Hunts, 9 AM 
Service, 10 AM 
 

April 5 
WoHC Board Meeting  
6:30PM, Conference Room 
 

April 8-11 
Youth Retreat to Santa Cruz  
 

April 12 
Women Bible Study Resumes 
 

April 13 

Elders Meeting, 6:30 PM 
 

April 14 

Senior Board, 1:00 PM 
 

April 15 
Men’s Group, 7 PM  
Conference Room 
 

April 19 
Church Council, 6:30 PM 

 

April 21 

Seniors Outing: Oakland Zoo 
 

April 25 

Youth Group:  
High School 11:30 AM 
Middle School 12:30 PM 
 

April 25 

Potluck welcome Trinity URC, 
noon 
Outreach 11:30 AM 

 

 

April at a Glance 

Rejoice 

 

BIRTHDAY 

2 Richard Liedtke 

5 Muriel Strieter 

13 Dorothy Taylor 

17 Ron Gamble 

21 Barbra Humphrey 

23 Kaytlyn Coyne 

24 Trudy Huenninghaus 

26 Herb Neumann 

 Diane Oatis 

29 Tim Hintz 

ANNIVERSARY 

2 Ken & Mindy Wirtz 

4 Dave & Ann Caruso 

6 Larry & Linda 
Sheppard 

16 Mike & Joyce Liebe 

 

CARE CORNER 

who do not yet know Him as Sav-
ior. Every day is the day that the 
Lord has made for to live by His 
grace and in faith and faithfulness to 
Him who gave His life and rose 
from the dead for our salvation. 
 

Because of Easter — the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ — the words of 
the psalmist are even more true to-
day, and every day: This is the day 
that the LORD has made; let us re-

joice and be glad in it. 

─ Pastor 

(Continued from page 1) 

Doris Kaemper, Muriel Strieter, 
Beckie Jones (Ricky Liedtke’s 
mom), Steven Liedtke, Mike 
Meintzer (Eyona’s son-in-law), AJ 
and Caylin Stanley, Phyllis O’Leary, 
Charles and Chuck Johnson (Carla 
Johnson-Neer’s brothers), Brennan 
and  Dev in  He lme r  (Linda 
Sheppard’s grandchildren), Christine 
Helmer, Joy Parker (Gayle’s sister), 
Mr. and Mrs. McDavid (Linda 
Sheppard’s parents),  Wanda 
Schwartz, Georgia Eissner (Jean’s 
sister-in-law), Dorothy Taylor, 
Burma Grandt; Laurence Grandt; 
Robert Grandt; Luca Nishimori (Liz 
Aduan’s relatives) Inge Stone, Si-
enna Lee, Elizabeth Bothé (Gayle’s 
granddaughter), Kathy Kinser, Abbi 
and Alexandria Roman  

AprilAprilAprilApril    

 
The greatest 
ornament  

“The church knew what the 
psalmist knew: Music 
praises God. Music is as 
well, or better, able to 
praise him than the building 
of a church and all its deco-
ration; it is the church’s 
greatest ornament.”    
   —Igor Stravinsky  
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2010 

VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL  

June 21 – 25 

 

Youth Schedule 

On February 17th, the 
church began the Season of 
Lent with Ash Wednesday. 
This year we had different 
groups make dinners before 
Wednesday evening Lent ser-
vices. Meals ranged from 
soups to tuna melt. Nearly half 
of all theses meals were pro-
vided by youth families. The 
donations collected from youth 
provided dinners are going to 
Heifer International. 

Heifer International’s 
mission statement is “to work 
with communities to end hun-
ger and poverty and care for 
the earth. By giving families a 
hand-up, not just a hand-out, 
we empower them to turn lives 
of hunger and poverty into 
self-reliance and hope. With 
gifts of livestock and training, 
we help families improve their 
nutrition and generate income 
in sustainable ways” (Quoted 
from Heifer International). 
One Heifer International suc-
cess story appeared on CNN. It 
featured a woman who re-
ceived a goat from Heifer In-
ternational when she was a 
child. She saved the money she 
earned from the milk to put 
herself through secondary 
school. This is just one of 
many success stories from 
Heifer International. We do not 
know the impact our cow is 
going to have in the lives of 
those who receive it as a gift, 
but we know that it is going to 
be a blessing. 

Our goal was to raise 
$500 for a heifer (a young cow 
that has not had a calf). As of 
March 24th, we achieved our 
goal; enough to provide a 
heifer. The diagram below 
shows the funds we raised at 
each dinner and at the Thrivent 
Coffee Hour on March 14th. 
Thank you for all the support 
and donations you have given 
during these Lenten Dinners.    

Youth Families’ Hosted Dinners Team-Up with 

Heifer International 
By Jason E. Gullidge  

April 4th:  
Children Easter Egg Hunt 
 
April 8th-10th:  
Youth Retreat to Santa Cruz 
 
April 25th:  
Youth (11:30am-Sr. High, 
12:30pm-Middle School) 
 

Choir Note: 

 
WELCOME to new choir 

member, Marilyn Neu-

mann. We're so excited that 
you have joined us in sing-
ing our praises to the Lord! 
 

No Rehearsal  Tuesdays, 
April 6 & 13 

 

“I’d rather hear a baby cry 

at church today than a 

mother twenty years from 

now.”     

─Author Unknown 
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SENIORS’ CORNER 

AVATAR - IN - 3D 
By Marv Kreitz 

 

We did indeed mount our magic capes and 
journey to join the Avatars a group of magi-
cal beings that can manipulate time space and 
reality. What a wonderful way to escape the 
worries and problems of today’s world. The 
show was two hours and forty minutes and 
yet time seemed to flash by. Avatar in 3D 
brought the beauty of their world with hang-
ing in space islands, mountains covered with 
green forest and a tree that extended into the 
heavens as well as the many flying lizard’s 
they rode like horses. The main character 
Cole Turner a wounded Marine that had lost 
the use of his legs regained their use when he 
transcended into the Avatar world and took 
on the body of and Avatar. A great story, I 
certainly recommend this movie to everyone. 
At around 1:30 we drove to Mimi’s restaurant 
in the same center and enjoyed a delicious 
lunch. A great way to spend the day. If you 
missed this outing, join us for a docent led 
golf cart tour to the Oakland Zoo in April. 
 

Oakland Zoo-April 21th  

The activity in April for the seniors is a 90-
minute Docent led tour, in Golf Carts, of the 
Oakland Zoo. Cost of admission for a senior 
is $5.50 and the tour in the golf carts is Free. 
We will meet at church at 9:45 AM and leave 
at 10:00 AM the tour is scheduled for 11:00 
AM. We plan on eating at the zoo. The Oak-
land Zoo is nestled in the rolling hills of the 
525-acre Knowland Park; the Zoo is located 
at 9777 Golf Links Rd, Oakland just off high-
way 580 and is home to more than 660 native 
and exotic animals. Visitors are encouraged 
to explore the zoo’s many biomes 
(Geographically defined areas) and learn 
about animals that live in particular regions. 
Sign up on sheet in the social hall, so we 
know how many to plan on. Should be an in-

teresting way to spend a day. Bring a friend  

 

 

Sharing the Hope  

in San Jose 
 

Have you registered for the CNH LWML 

Convention yet? Do it now! You won’t re-

gret it!  
Get a friend to join you and plan for an excit-
ing time in San Jose. There are Bible studies, 
very special guest speakers, lots of laughter 
and plenty of fellowship that await every at-
tendee. Check out the CNH LWML website at 
cnhlwml.org or ask your local President, 
Cherylene Brueckner, for details. See you 
there April 30—May 2, 2010. 

 

 “Awake, thou wintry earth — Fling off thy sad-
ness! Fair vernal flowers, laugh forth Your an-
cient gladness! Christ is risen.”  
—Thomas Blackburn  
 
 “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep 
to gain what he cannot lose.”  
—Jim Elliott  
 
 “Christ is not valued at all — unless he is val-
ued above all.”  
—St. Augustine 
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ACTIVITIES    
CALENDAR     

 
 

  
Monday, April 5, 2010 

 

 Women of Holy Cross 
Board Meeting, 6:00PM, 
Conference Room. 
 

Sunday April 25 

Pot-luck Luncheon 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church is hosting a pot 
luck luncheon after Sun-
day School to welcome 
Trinity URC. (They rent 
the rooms in the Ed. 
Bldg) Trinity will be our 
guests!  We will have a 
sign up sheet for the pot-
luck, and also a sign up 
sheet if you will be at-
tending, please look for 
them and be sure to join 
us for a fun time. We'll 
even have appetizers! 
 

Sunday May 16  

Congregational Event 
 

A potluck salad buffet 
will be set up after Sun-
day School.   
(TBD we may have a 
special guest speaker!    
A collection may be 
taken for the work LWR 
is doing in Haiti & 
Chili.  

Cross Currents 2010 

 
“Our hearts to Christ, Our hands 

to others” was the theme for the 
LWML Zone 7 Spring Rally on Sat-
urday, March 20th, at Benicia Lu-
theran Church.  Eight women from 
Holy Cross carpooled from church 
to meet with women from Benicia, 
Grace Pittsburg, First Concord, 
Faith Pleasant Hill, and Our Savior 
Livermore for the Rally.  Once 
again, Women of Holy Cross 
brought home the attendance 
plaque!  Two first-time rally atten-
dee women from Faith were wel-
comed with a bouquet of flowers. 
 Cherylene Brueckner, Zone 7 VP 
Christian Life, led us in a devotion, 
“Hands”, as we looked at our hands 
in service and the hands of our Lord 
in our salvation, and presented a 
unique word search game that had 
us hunting for 30 books of the Bi-
ble.  Jason Gullidge led us in Bible 
Study as we designed the “Super” 
LWML woman with hearts and 
hands for service in Christ.  He even 
provided the crayons! 
 Our speaker was Norma Ramos 
from the Christian Help Center in 
Vallejo.  This caring shelter for the 
homeless began in 1983 as an ecu-
menical Bible study group.  When 
the city of Vallejo asked them to 
drop “Christian” from their name in 
return for funding, they stood firm 
and proud of being a Christian or-
ganization and refused to change 
their name.  The city relented and 
provided the funding!  Norma 

brought two Christian Help Cen-
ter “graduates” with her that of-
fered their touching testimonies 
of the help they received from the 
center and the success they now 
have, by the grace of God.  Four 
current residents at the center also 
attended to support Norma with 
their presence.  We designated 
90% of our worship offering 
($353) for the center.  A bountiful 
ingathering of paper plates, nap-
kins, cups and cutlery was grate-
fully received by Norma. 
 Pastor Larry Bell of Benicia 
led us in worship.  His message, 
“Reaching Out with the Love of 
Christ” embraced us all in the 
theme for the rally.  Our Pastor 
Bill Chu, LWML Zone 7 Pastoral 
Counselor, assisted with Com-
munion. 
 The rally ended with a lunch of 
quiche, salad and dessert provided 
by the women of Benicia.  This 
was a wonderful morning of spiri-
tual enrichment and fellowship 
with our sisters (and 4 brothers!) 
in Christ.  The Fall Zone 7 Rally 
will be at Faith Lutheran Church 
in Pleasant Hill.  Plan to join us! 
 
 
Note:  Joyce Liebe also serves on the 
LWML Zone 7 Board as Secretary.  

  
 

W O M E N   O F   H O L Y   C R O S S 

LWML Zone 7 Spring Rally at  
Cherylene Brueckner  

President, Women of Holy Cross 
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(cl= Choir Loft, C=Conference Room, E=Ed Bldg, H=Parish Hall, L=Library) 

Cross Currents 2010 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

9:30a Craft (H) 

4p Tutoring(E) 

7p Maundy 

Thursday Service 

 

2 

12p Good 

Friday  

Service 

7p Tenebrae 

Service 

3 

4 

Mite Box /Hat Sun-

day 

9:00a Easter Break-

fast / Egg hunts 

10a Worship w/  

Communion 

5 

9:30a Bridge 

6:30p  

WoHC Brd Mtg (C) 

7p Boy Scout (H, L) 

6 

4p Tutoring(E) 

7 

12p TORCH 

(E) 

8 

9:30a Craft (H) 

4p Tutoring(E) 

9 10 

11 

9a Worship 

10:30a Sunday 

School / Bible Study 

 

12 

12:30p Wm Bible 

Study 

7p Boy Scout (L) 

13 

9:30a CVWC 

(H) 

4p Tutoring(E) 

6:30p Elders 

14 

12p TORCH 

(E) 

1p Senior Brd 

(L) 

15 

9:30a Craft (H) 

4p Tutoring(E) 

7p CVLL 

7p Men's Group 

Tax Day [USA] 

16 

12p CWCC 

Set up (H) 

17 

CWCC(H) 

18 

9a Worship w/  

Communion 

10:30a Sunday 

School / Bible Study 

11:30a Confirmation  

19 

9:30a Bridge 

12:30p Wm Bible 

Study 

6:30p Church Coun-

cil 

7p Boy Scout (L) 

20 

4p  

Tutoring(E) 

7:15p Choir 

21 

9:45a Seniors 

Outing 

(Oakland Zoo) 

12p TORCH 

(E) 

22 

9:30a Craft (H) 

4p Tutoring(E) 

23 24 

25 

9a Worship 

10:30a Sunday 

School / Bible Study 

11:30a OUTREACH 

11:30a Confirmation  

12p Potluck Wel-

come Trinity URC 

26 

12:30p Wm Bible 

Study 

7p Boy Scout (L) 

27 

10a CVWC 

(H) 

4p  

Tutoring(E) 

7:15p Choir 

28 

12p TORCH 

(E) 

29 

9:30a Craft (H) 

4p Tutoring(E) 

30 1 

April 2010 

Youth Retreat in Santa Cruz 

Pastor on Vacation 

Office Close 
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Sunday Worship Schedule  
9:00 AM  1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday,  
          Worship with Communion  
          2nd and 4th Sunday,  
          Worship with Choir, No Communion 
 
10:30 AM    Sunday School and Bible Studies 
 

Weekly Bible Study  
Sunday  10:30 AM   Conference Rm  
            
     10:30 AM   Library 
             

Monday 12:30 PM   Ladies’ Bible Study, Conference Room 
 

1st and 3rd Thursdays  
   7:00PM   Men’s Group 
 
Choir Rehearsal  Tuesday, 7:15PM (no rehearsal 4/6 & 4/13) 

 
Outreach Fourth Sunday at 11:30 AM 
  
Publication Deadlines:    
Weekly Bulletin Announcements - Noon, Tuesday 
May Cross Currents: April 21st 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, LCMS 

1092 Alberta Way 
Concord, CA 94521 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, LCMS 
1092 Alberta Way 
Concord, CA 94521 
(925)686-2000 
(925)686-6894 FAX 
Email: info@holycrossconcord.org 

Website: www.holycrossconcord.org 
     www.ctsmemberconnect.net 
 

Pastor:  Bill Chu 
Pres: Al Swan 
Vice Pres.: Mike Liebe 
Financial Sec: Scott Stadler   
Treasurer: Cheryl Syrovatka 
 

Elders: 
Bill Riechmann (F-J) 
Eric Roman (K-M) 
John Coyne (N-R) 
Terry Maurer (S-Z)  
 

Secretary/Newsletter: 
Grace Gin 
 

Office Hour: Mon - Thu   
9:30 AM - 1:30 PM 
 

DCE Intern Office Hours: 
M, W 8:30AM - 4:30PM 
F   8:30AM - 12:30PM 
 


