0 VOLUME 3 ISSUE 157
—
o
N
z CROSS CURRENTS
o
<
= HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS
Pastor Chu
6] am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of
Christ and are turning to a different gospéi 7not that there is another one, but there are
Eﬁg TFE RS, 3 some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Chri8But even if we or an angel
BIRTHDAY & from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let
ANNIVER- him be accursed2As we have said before, so now | say again: If anyone is preaching to
SARIES you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursdalatians 1:69)
WOHC & ; : . ,
ALTAR GUILD 46 'What if someone were to ask you, oWhat i s
about? How would you answer? Or if someone
Z?SDCIHE s? IBLE 7 would you know whether it is the true Gospel or a false gospel?
In his article titled, Moralism is Not the Gospel (But Many Christians Think It 18)bert
THANK YOU 8 Mohler Jr, president of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, wrote of the false gos-
NFS 9 pel of moralism.
0This warning from the Apostle Paul ... is
PRESI DEN 1o. . lOeverycongregationin every age. In our own day... we desperately need to hear and to
UPDATE 11 heed this warning... We face false gospels no less subversive and seductive than those
HOLY WEEK 12 encountered and embraced by the Galatians. In our own context, one of the most seduc-
SCHEDULE & tive false gospels is moralism... The basic structure of moralism comes down to thithe
MENS GROUP belief that the Gospel can be reduced to improvements in behavior...

MARCH 2018 13 Far too many believers and their churches succumb to the logic of moralism and reduce
CALENDAR

the Gospel to a message of moral improvement. In other words, we communicate to lost
persons the message that what God desires for them and demands of them is to get

their lives straight.

I n one sense, we are born to be moralists.
the moral capacity of conscience. From our earliest days our conscience cries out to us

the knowledge of our guilt, shortcomings, and misbehaviors... The process of parenting

and child rearing tends to inculcate moralism from our earliest years... Well behaved chil-
dren are rewarded with parental approval, while misbehavior brings parental sanction.

This message is reinforced by other authorities in young lives and pervades the culture at
large... The point is cleafi this is what parents expect, the culture affirms, and many
churches celebrate. But our communities ar

395 righté but are headed for hell

We are so easily seduced into believing that we actually can gain all the approval we
need by our behavior. Of course, in order to participate in this seduction, we must negoti-
ate a moral code that defines acceptable behavior with innumerable loopholes. Most
moralists would not claim to be without sin, but merely beyond scandal. That is consid-

L E N T ered sufficient...

(Continued on page?)
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(Continued from pagel)

The essence of moralism is... the belief that we can achieve righteousness by means of proper behavior... The
danger is that the church will communicate by both direct and indirect means that what God expects of fallen hu-
manity is moral improvement. In so doing, the church subverts the Gospel and communicates a false gospel to a
fallen world.

Christds Church has no option but to teach the Word
comprehensive moral code... The faithful Church of the Lord Jesus Christ must contend for the righteousness of
these commands and the grace given to us in the knowledge of what is good and what is evil. We also have a re-
sponsibility to bear witness of this knowledge of good and evil to our neighbors... Just as parents rightly teach
their children to obey moral instruction, the church also bears responsibility to teach its own the moral commands
of God and to bear witness to the larger society of what God has declared to be right and good for His human
creatures.

But these impulses, right and necessary as they are, are not the Gospel. Indeed, one of the most insidious false
gospels is a moralism that promises the favor of God
will only behave and commit themselves to moral improvement. The moralist impulse in the church reduces the

Bible to a codebook for human behavior and substitut

The corrective to moralism comes directly from the A
works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus. o

and not by the works of the Law; since by the works

We sin against Christ and we misrepresent the Gospel when we suggest to sinners that what God demands of

them is moral improvement in accordance with the Law. Moralism makes sense to sinners... But moralism is not

the Gospel, and it will not save. The only gospel that saves is the Gospel of Christ. As Paul reminded the Galatians,
oBut when the fullness of the ti me c¢ame, God sent fo

mi ght redeem those who were under the Law, 5t hat we m

We are justified by faith alone, saved by grace alone, and redeemed from our sin by Christ alone. Moralism pro-
duces sinners who are (potentially) better behaved. The Gospel of Christ transforms sinners into the adopted sons
and daughters of God.

The Church must never evade, accommodate, revise, or hide the law of God. Indeed, it is the Law that shows us
our sin and makes clear our inadequacy and our total lack of righteousness... The deadly danger of moralism has
been a constant temptation to the church and an evezonvenient substitute for the Gospel. Clearly, millions of

our neighbors believe that moralism is our message. Nothing less than the boldest preaching of the Gospel will
suffice to correct this impression and to lead sinners to salvation in Christ.

Hel | wi | | be highly populated with those who were or
sheer grace and mercy of God, are there solely because of the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ.

Moralism is not the gospel.

(https://albertmohler.com/2018/01/12/moralism -nhot-gospekmany-christiansthink/)

I encourage you to formulate a succinct answer to th
Gospel however you want..Always lmeiagpreparedte makd a deféhsettoeanyons &@hp s

asks you for a reason for the hope t hdPeterFl5h)n you; vy
Read the Bible. Look at the passages that tell what the Gospel is. As you read these passages, consider what the

words mean to help you better articulate the Gospel. You might quote the John 3:16 passage, but what if someone
were to ask you to explain the words, 0osin, o6 Ooperis
been saved through faith...é6 (Ephesians 2), and the
saved?0

In order to recognize false gospels, we have to know the true Gospel. In order to share the true Gospel, we have to
know what it is.
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A TIME OF PREPARATION
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<3
CHOIR REHEARSALS
for March will be on
March 6, 20 and
27. No rehearsal on
March 13. The
March 27 rehearsal
will begin at7:00 pm.
Diana Meux

March Birthdays

1 Terry M.
Eberhard W.

Idalene S.

Kamryn C.

Bill C.
Dave C.
Rachael G.
Jean E.
Chery C.
Nathan P.

Doris M.
Maddison M.

March Anniversaries

4  Ericl. & Rayna

K.
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March 20Mh&®& Happening with the WoOHC? by

February was another busy month, with a mixtu
our LWML Mission projects! A brief recap:

Sunday, 2/4, Bites for Mites Bake 8#de col | ect ed $384 to support the ¢

Mi ssi on Grant projects! Thank you to I dalene St a
donated the baked gethiesendhmogavefgahér ousl! y!
Sunday 2/11, Lunch & Card Craft@p out 15 WoHC opted to join us for
several of wus contributed a different salad ingre
we hoavee | i tdeadlilty ousPlows, wlayesh French bread & bu
How can you go wrong with that menu? Next, we w
prepped everything & had examples of cards you co
me | ead tdgd vgrnuppasi c instructions & | etting the
the various cards being made, the | aughsofwe elsad, |
was a blessing to share my hobby with others & to

handmade cards. See Page 7 for pictures

Wed., 2/14, Ash Wed. Dinnte had about 25 join us for dinner opr
enjoyed pizza, salad, & cookies Thanks to Jan W
to choose fr om! Thanks to Papa Murphy for the pi
of ferings, we collected $50 more to support our L

Upcoming WoHC activities:
Mon., 3/12, General Mtg., Election (Pres. & Secretary), & Bunco, 6:30pm, Parish Hall.

After a very short meeting/electior

joined us in ou recent Bunco eveni

I f you have not, drceo nbee esne emiwshsaitn gy.o u

requir@®da funh, fast moving, soci al
|

u
have dessert!! Sign up & join us!
L

FridaySunday, 4/2Z9 LWML CNH Convention, Newark, CA
See details o pages 5 & 6. Registration info a

Sat., 5/19, Zone 7 Spring Rally, First Lutheran, Concord 9am

Mar k your calendar & plan to &@tfjesd aufedwomel 8pr
Lut her an! There wil/ be continental breakfast,
details coming next mont h.

Activity details are also on our Bulletin Board
to contact me or any of the Board if you have

2/10 Work Party Volunteers
Altar Guild Spring Activities - L

Spring Altar G\Malrlcdh
9am Pari sh Hall.

er through the summ ar u
ti onal me mber s,
Holy Cross this w
Spring Sanct uaMar oCH
9am Pl ease join us
sanctuary for our E
Bring a bucket and
the church!

Contact An ®r2ear-2H eabit
andbeutel @gmai | com


x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://1
tel:(925)%20672-9605
mailto:andbeutel@gmail.com
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(WML CNH Convention

April 27-29, 2018

Doubletree Hotel by Hilton, Newark/Fremont
39900 Balentine Drive, Newark, CA 94560

LWML CNH Convention
Friday, April 27 —- Sunday, April 29

REGISTRATION opens at 12:00 pm, Friday

SWAP 1:30 — 3:30 pm, Friday
Study, Worship, And Prayer

COMMUNION WORSHIP 7:30 pm, Friday
TYYTY )

Prayer, Music, Bible Study, Speakers, Ingathering
20000060

WORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 am, Sunday

Plan
Now
To
Attend!

©
LWL

California-Nevada-Hawaii District

Reverend Tom Zelt, Prince of
Peace, Fremont will lead us in
the opening worship Friday
evening.

Pastoral Counselor Rev.
Stewart Crown - SWAP Bible
Study Leader

Don Wharton — Convention
Bible Study Leader and
Keynote Speaker

Da\}e Anderson — Convention
Music Leader
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LWML CNH Conventi-»a: 2@&p8i l 27
Pl an now to attend the &@pNkiosms i ngnamuy hlel aq atddwnaeiail i
District Convention.

Apri li23d7

Doubl etree Hot el by Hilton

39900 Balentine Dr.

Newar k, CA 94560
Registration opens at 12: 00 pm on Friday
SWARB f@4r shAindr ayer) is 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm on Fric
Communion Worship begins at 7:30 pm Friday
We have received our first Call Packet that ils |
|l etter from LWML CNH District President Lynnette
reservations information, Convention medical |wai
copies from Joyce or Cherylene. The second Cal l
|l isting and information on the Mission -&Bbafts be
bi ennium, the slate of officers to be elected at
instructions.
Prayer, worship, music, Bi ble Study, speakers, e
t henier &@yr aede at d&ERhaiclei ppi-ande 4ar6e exci Ded t a h:
Wharton serving as our Bible Study abedwederAnared skea
serving as our Convention Music Leader.
OQur tr aRllietdigendd Ilk be on Safakldaws hmor ipgma kei tnieens
friendships and renew olCdnwovearetsi omiwlBla hlg ebeep |Seart tuir fdwaly
and the conventidedwddtli ocnl cofe awBuhdggyt her iiiolgasth i Wi
i nclinke all ati on of the. newly elected officers
Come join us PneNaweaenidlor ibdeyed he uWodvdheavor shijp,
er and emesigcthyed he Pl edoyge/ WnelkCB8r il @y eshown by |you
ers and sistebsdambyEhtrhiestS ataunrada weBamquethue tihe
the'"¥bni versary of LWML.
Banquet No&B°Anni verofarlyWML started at the LWML
guer que, NM t Fesl pfarsde Jtihlenaddd@ o ytolue Sat urday ejven
for dihawmond celldbration

See you there! Cheryl ene Brueckner



