
“You are my beloved Son, with You I am 

well pleased.” 

Gracious Lord, we thank you that 
through faith in Your Son Jesus’ work we 
are now once again bold to call You our 

Father. Amen. 

In C.S. Lewis’ tales of Narnia, human beings are 
referred to as the sons of Adam and the daughters of 
Eve. Whether we identify as African, Asian, Latino or 
European, and whether we can trace our lineage 
overseas or have lived in the Americas since the be-
ginning of history, we are descended from the same 
first parents. 

Adam, too, was a son of God, not by birth but by 
adoption. He was a creature of God, created from the 
very stuff of which the entire cosmos is made. Yet he 
also had breathed into him the Spirit of God that 
made him separate from the animals. Just as Eve was 
bone of Adam’s bones (Gen. 2:23), so too were Adam 
and Eve spirit of God’s spirit in the beginning.  

But Adam and Eve’s choice to distrust God’s 
Word broke the connection with that Spirit. Some 
descendants of our first parents tried to trust God’s 
promises made in the wake of their fall. That faith 
made them children of God, but more by fiat than 
natural fact. 

Jesus, as a man, was also a son of Adam. He had 
the same flesh humans have had since the time we 
were exiled from paradise. He ate and drank; He 
laughed and cried; and He finally suffered and died. 
He was the ultimate son of Adam, encompassing all of 
us sons and daughters of the first man and woman in 
Himself.  

Jesus was not merely an adopted child of the Fa-
ther. He was “begotten, not made, of one substance 
with the Father” (Nicene Creed). The same has been 
true of no human being in history. He is a new Adam 
who, as the true Son of God, can once again breathe 
the Spirit of God into our mundane bodies. Through 
faith in Jesus’ redemptive life and death, we are made 
more than mere sons of Adam and daughters of Eve. 
We are once more sons and daughters of God. 

 

By Rev. Charles St-Onge 
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The book of the genealogy of  
, 

the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
 

...and Jacob the father of Joseph the hus-
band of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, 

who is called Christ. 
 

Matthew 1:1, 16 



They sought God eagerly, and He was 

found by them. 

Loving God, thank You for reconciling me 
to Yourself in Christ, my Savior. Amen. 

Shortly after All Saints Day, when the tempera-
tures usually drop, I found myself driving in short 
sleeves with the windows down in the car. It was 
approaching eighty degrees outside, shoppers were 
wearing shorts, and the leaves were falling… while 
the radio played the Christmas classic, “Baby, It’s 
Cold Outside.” What a disconnect! Of course, that 
seems like a long time ago now. 

However, with less than one week before Christ-
mas you may still be experiencing a disconnect your-
self. The culture around us isn’t exactly gearing up 
for the celebration of our Savior’s birth. Your family’s 
focus may even be elsewhere. 

Centuries ago, King Asa of Judah experienced a 
disconnect. The folks around him weren’t busy 
counting down the days until the coming of the Mes-
siah. The land wasn’t adorned with festive Christmas 
trees under a warm, sunny sky. It was blighted with 
Asherah poles, erected in worship to the Canaanite 
goddess, under the gathering clouds of judgment. 
False belief and idolatry had become entrenched 
even within Asa’s own family.  

Instead of throwing up his in hands in despair, 
Asa did something about it. He broke with family tra-
dition. We hear that he “got rid of all the idols his 
fathers had made. He even deposed his grandmother 
Maacah from her position as queen mother, because 
she had made a repulsive Asherah pole” (1 Kings 
15:13 NIV). 

While we may not effect change on a nationwide 
level, as did Asa, we can also start in our homes. It 
doesn’t mean jettisoning the joy of the season. Far 
from it. It means helping our loved ones find it, for 
“they sought God eagerly, and He was found by 
them” (2 Chron. 15:4 NIV). 

What a tremendous opportunity we have, with 
all of the festival services this week before us, to in-
vite our friends and family to join us in worship. We 
get to share our Savior, whose birth, life, death for us 
on the cross, and resurrection have reconnected us to 
our Father. 

 

By Rev. David Tannahill 

Mary treasured up all these things,  

pondering them in her heart. 

Thank You, heavenly Father, for sending 

Your Son to be our Savior and bear our 

sin. Help us to bear His forgiveness and 
live in His forgiveness. Let us ponder the 

enormity of our salvation. Amen. 

Theotokos sounds downright cool. Even its 
English translation, “Godbearer,” sounds cool. It 
is a word heavy with meaning. The Blessed Vir-
gin Mary will bear the Son of God in her womb 
for nine months. She will carry Him in her arms 
and at her breast for many more months. She 
will hold His hand within hers as they walk.  

He will then hold His Blessed Mother’s hand 
as He walks with her. He will lift her sins up 
even as He lifts up and bears the sins of the 
world. He will bear her up out of death and into 
new life even as He lifts you and me from death 
and into His great life. 

Our Savior takes on our flesh and blood from 
her flesh and blood. In order to bear our sins and 
pay for them in blood, He had to take on flesh 
and blood. He had to be one with us from the 
womb through the tomb so that we could be one 
with Him into life everlasting.  

It is not surprising at all for Mary to ponder 
all the things that have happened once the shep-
herds departed. I imagine most of us pondered 
the miracle of birth when our own children were 
born, and, no offense intended, not one of them 
is an angel let alone God in the flesh. Many of us 
also have a tradition of pondering what it means 
for Jesus to be born to save us every year. Maybe 
we do this on our own. Maybe we do this with 
our family. Maybe we’ll do this tonight after 
Christmas Eve service or tomorrow after the 
kids open their precious packages and the family 
enjoys a good meal. So it is not surprising for 
Mary to ponder what it means for her to hold in 
her arms the Son of God that first Christmas. He 
is the greatest gift to her and to you and me.  

 

By Rev. Matthew Brackman 



“He will save His people from their 

sins.” 

Loving Savior, thank You for the eternal 
home You have prepared for me with You. 

Amen.  

Comedian Steven Wright once joked, “Be 
nice to your children. After all, they’re going to 
choose your nursing home.” That’s both funny 
and intimidating at the same time.   

Joseph was entrusted with the remarkable 
responsibility of being the guardian of Jesus, the 
stepfather of our Savior, and protector of His 
mother Mary. It was a high honor, but it must 
have also been very intimidating. In his arms 
was the One of whom we sing, “The hopes and 
fears of all the years are met in Thee tonight.”      

It would have been concerning for Joseph to 
discover that, as Mary’s time for delivery drew 
near, he could not secure a room for them in the 
inn. It must have been terrifying to learn, follow-
ing Jesus’ birth, that Herod sought to kill the 
child. He would soon need to find a home for 
them in Egypt. Joseph would have taken serious-
ly his role as guardian of Jesus, not out of intimi-
dation but with humble gratitude. He would 
have recalled the words of the angel, “She will 
give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the 
name Jesus, because He will save His people 
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21 NIV).  

Joseph would not have been concerned that 
one day this Child would choose a home for him. 
He rejoiced knowing that this was why He came. 
Our Savior, who has come and is with us this 
very day, has prepared an eternal home for you 
and me with Him. Shortly before His death for 
us on the cross to atone for our sins, He an-
nounced to the disciples, “In my Father’s house 
are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I am going there to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come back and take you to be with Me that 
you also may be where I am” (John 14:2-3 NIV). 
That’s reassuring! 

 

By Rev. David Tannahill 

He remained with her six years, hidden 

in the house of the Lord, while Athaliah 

reigned over the land. 

Almighty Father, watch over and protect 

Your people from the assaults of the evil 
one. Bring us safely into Your house here 

and in Your eternal kingdom. Amen. 

God’s plans and promises will not be 
thwarted. He promised David a Son who would 
sit on his throne forever and one or a hundred 
evil queens bent on absolute power will not 
stop God’s plan. Athaliah was not the first evil 
queen. She learned from the best, namely her 
father, King Ahab, and his evil Queen Jezebel. It 
should not surprise us that she could kill her 
own grandchildren in an effort to usurp power 
from God’s chosen. 

In the case of the baby Joash, the house of 
God was a literal place of refuge. He was saved 
from death. He grew up in the house of the 
Lord, sheltered by His almighty hand. In the 
seventh year, faithful soldiers formed a steel-
tipped hedge of protection around young Joash 
in the temple as the priests anointed him the 
rightful king. When the vile Queen Athaliah en-
tered the temple to challenge Joash’s rule, she 
was removed from the temple and from this fall-
en world.  

We too find refuge in the Lord’s house. We 
are rescued from sin and death. Our sin is exe-
cuted and new life raised up within us. The 
peace of God comes to us in His house through 
Word and Sacrament. We are protected from 
death, and we are armed for the fight to come 
when we leave His house to continue our pil-
grimage through this fallen world.  

God’s promise of a Son to sit on David’s 
throne forever was not fulfilled in Joash. In 
Joash, God preserved the line of David so that 
one day Jesus would be born and be raised to sit 
on the throne of His father David forever. 

 

By Rev. Matthew Brackman 
 



There was no king like him, who turned 

to the Lord with all his heart and with 

all his soul and with all his might. 

Deliver us from evil, O Lord , and grant us 
mercy and the strength to endure faith-
fully, even in the midst of wicked days. 

This we pray in Jesus’ Name, Amen.  

Josiah, the grandson of Manasseh, was a 
good king. We hear in 2 Kings 23:25 that there 
was no king before him or after him who turned 
to the Lord with all his heart and soul and 
might. Josiah was a great and faithful king, re-
storing the Passover, cleansing the temple, cast-
ing down all sorts of idols. Despite all his refor-
mation, the kingdom of Judah was still doomed. 
Just a few years after his death, Babylon would 
defeat Judah and drag them off into captivity. 

In the Ten Commandments, God warns that 
He will punish the sins of the father to the third 
and fourth generation. The impact of sin upon 
the world is not easily mended, even if repent-
ance spans generations. Often, such mending is 
beyond even the faithful to achieve. This can be 
a terrifying and sobering thought. 

However, it is important to remember that 
ultimately it is not our duty to undo sin; that can 
only be done by Christ Jesus. Our task is rather 
to be zealous in our own repentance, to seek to 
receive forgiveness and forgive others as we 
have been forgiven. For while there is punish-
ment, while there is earthly consequence for sin, 
God's love for His children abounds beyond that, 
even to thousands of generations (Ex. 20:5-6). 

Justice and punishment on earth will always 
be a messy, incomplete thing. Some wounds will 
not see healing in our earthly days, and we must 
accept that. Rather, all the consequences of sin 
that we see should drive us to turn to God with 
humility, seeking mercy for ourselves and for 
others. He provides life and salvation beyond 
this world. 

 

By Rev. Eric Brown 

“Write this man down as childless... for 

none of his offspring shall succeed in 

sitting on the throne of David.” 

Lord Jesus, fully God and fully man, You 
took our cursed sins and gave us Your 

perfect righteousness. Sprout a branch of 
new life in us through Your Spirit. Amen. 

Jesus has two genealogies, one in Luke and 
one in Matthew. Jeremiah’s curse may explain 
why Jeconiah (or Coniah) is in one genealogy 
(Matt. 1:11), but not in the other (Luke 3:23-
38). Adopted by Joseph, Jesus is legally of the 
regal line that passed from Solomon to Jeconiah 
to Joseph while by Mary, Jesus came through an 
uncursed bloodline. 

While possible this is not the whole story. 
Coniah (or also Jehoiachin—you end up with 
several names when captured by Babylon) was 
a miserable king who only ruled a quarter of a 
year. His reign ended with Babylonian captivity 
(2 Kings 24:8-17). When Jeremiah prophesies, 
“Write this man down as childless,” he means 
the line of kings is chopped down to the stump. 
Coniah’s line continued uncrowned through to 
Joseph, Jesus’ guardian (1 Chron. 3:16-17). 

Jeremiah’s prophecy begins comparing Co-
niah to a signet ring, a precious item which 
sealed legal documents (Jer. 22:24). The proph-
et Haggai later made the same comparison to 
one of Jeconiah’s descendants, the great Zerub-
babel: “I will make you like my signet ring, for I 
have chosen you” (Hag. 2:23). Haggai seems to 
be reversing the curse, as if Zerubbabel was a 
shoot coming from the stump of Jeconiah. 

Post-exile prophets heeded Jeremiah’s 
promise of a righteous Branch. Not only Haggai 
but also Zechariah 3:8-10 and 6:12 looked for 
the Messiah to come to David’s throne and make 
salvation in a single day. Jesus is that Son credit-
ed to the family of Coniah, born of the blood of 
Mary, who restores David. He reverses curses 
because He is the Lord our righteousness. 

 

By Rev. Daniel Guagenti 


