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From t 

The book of the genealogy of  
, 

the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
 

And David was the father of Solomon by 
the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father 
of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father 

of Anijah.... 
 

Matthew 1:1, 6-7 



“See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, 

but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 

Come, Lord Jesus, be with us upon our 

journey and bring us at last to Your eter-

nal Kingdom. Amen.  

I’ve heard of a fair number of famous ath-
letes who buy their mom a house once they 
make it big. Imagine Mom saying, “I’m good, son. 
How about I buy the place next door, and you 
can live there?” 

David has finally made it. He is seated on the 
throne in Jerusalem. He has a bit of rest from his 
enemies. He knows these are gifts from his Lord. 
He desires to thank the Lord and build a house 
for Him. The Lord responds, “I’m good. I will 
build you a house.” 

In order to do something for God, we must 
first be made something by God. You might 
think that bringing David from the fields shep-
herding sheep to being a King shepherding peo-
ple would be enough; not for God. God will raise 
up a son for him who will sit upon his throne 
and prosper. This will be the beginning of an 
everlasting kingship of the house of David. That 
son will be allowed to build a house for the Lord. 

Solomon is given the task of building the 
Temple, the place where God’s glory dwelled 
among the people. God no longer moved His 
people around. He established them, and as He 
was with them on the journey so He is with 
them in their land. 

Even this points to a greater fulfillment of 
God’s promise. The Son of David who ultimately 
fulfills this promise of an eternal kingship is 
born lowly in the stable, worshipped by shep-
herds, and is the Good Shepherd. He establishes 
the house of God not in a place but in a body. He 
joins Himself to His people. He is with us on our 
journey and at the proper time leads us into the 
true and eternal Promised Land. 

 

By Rev. Matthew Brackman 

So Israel has been in rebellion against 

the house of David to this day.  

Holy Lord, we give You thanks for the gift 
of Your Son. Regardless of our success or 

failure, teach us to find glory in Him. 
Amen.  

Rehoboam was the king that blew it. David 
and Solomon, his grandfather and father, were 
great kings. Rehoboam was not. Largely due to 
Rehoboam’s greed and stupidity, the kingdom 
built by his forefathers was torn apart. (Well, 
maybe it wasn’t entirely his fault; see God’s judg-
ment against Solomon in 1 Kings 11:11-12.) 
What Rehoboam did was take bad advice and act 
tough when he should have been kind. Instead of 
projecting strength, he proved his weakness. He 
lost most of his kingdom.  

Like so many others in the family of Jesus, 
Rehoboam is a failure. His story is about the loss 
of something great. And like other stories of fail-
ure in the Bible, we find echoes in our own expe-
rience. Many of us have also lost something valu-
able. Rehoboam might remind us of ourselves.  

But that’s not all bad news. Rehoboam’s sto-
ry is not just about failure and loss. Like the oth-
er members of Jesus’s family, the main character 
in Rehoboam’s story is actually not Rehoboam 
himself. Rehoboam’s failure only highlights 
God’s success.  

Rehoboam did not live up to the examples of 
David and Solomon, so he lost his kingdom. But 
God’s kingdom is not lost. Rehoboam does not 
earn glory for himself, but God still gives Reho-
boam glory by making him an ancestor of Christ. 
Rehoboam was not a good king, but Rehoboam 
still has a good king over him. This king is Jesus.  

Like Rehoboam, we have often failed and 
lost much that was valuable. But the family of 
God is full of losers like us. Failures though we 
may be, this is where we belong! Even if we fail 
like Rehoboam, we will also share in his glory, 
Jesus Christ.  

 

By Rev. Jonathan Mueller 



He had 700 wives, who were princesses, 

and 300 concubines. And his wives 

turned away his heart. 

Lord Jesus, bind our hearts to You, Faith-

ful Lord. Turn our eyes from passing 
grandeur to see the treasure of Your 

steadfast love enduring forever. Amen. 

Israel and Ammon were distant cousins. The 
Ammonites descended from Lot (Gen. 19:34-
38). Moses refused to allow Israel to attack Am-
mon when they conquered the Promised Land 
(Deut. 2:19). This did not mean everything was 
kosher between the descendants of Abraham 
and Lot. Lot’s descendants hired Balaam to 
curse Israel during their retaking of Palestine, 
causing Moses to forbid any Ammonite entry 
into the assembly of the Lord (Deut. 23:3). 

Later, the Ammonite king lied, claiming Isra-
el had taken land from them when they came 
out of Egypt. Ammon attempted to “re”-take 
land, but the Lord raised Jephthah to save Israel 
(Judges 10-12). Kings Saul and David also made 
war on Ammon, chastening their pesky enemy 
(1 Sam. 11, 2 Sam. 10). It was Ammon that slew 
Uriah at David’s prompting (2 Sam. 12:9). 

Then, during the time of Solomon’s peace 
and earthly grandeur, Ammon conquered Israel. 
Their great warrior hid within a crowd of 700 
wives. Naamah ascended Mount Zion and won 
the heart of Solomon for Ammon’s idol, Milcom 
(1 Kings 14:21). Her son would take the throne 
of David, rend the kingdom in two, and secure 
the high places in Israel’s unholy traditions.  

When Jesus descended from the heavenly 
Zion, He embraced poverty and shame. He em-
braced His one bride, as Hosea foretold (Hos. 3), 
winning us out of the adultery of idolatry. He 
was more than a conqueror. Jesus stepped in to 
take our defeat and chastisement. He is the King 
whose love was fully faithful. He won His king-
dom, not by subterfuge, not by temptation, not 
by the sword, but by proving love to be stronger 
than death (Song of Solomon 8:6). 

 

By Rev. Daniel Guagenti 

Then David comforted his wife, Bath-

sheba, and went in to her and lay with 

her, and she bore a son. 

Blessed Lord, when evil befalls us and we 

are tempted to evil ourselves, help us re-

main faithful to You and trust that Your 
good and gracious will is still done, even 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

If we need any evidence that King David was 
a sinful man, the account of Uriah and Bathshe-
ba is it. There is so much wrong in the account 
that one could fill a book detailing it.  

First, he spies on a woman in a moment of 
privacy, taking advantage of his palace’s posi-
tion overlooking his subjects. King David: Peep-
ing Tom. Then there’s the forcible taking of an-
other man’s wife from her home for his own 
sexual pleasure. King David: Rapist Kidnapper. 
Bathsheba is in the middle of her cycle, observ-
ing the period of ritual uncleanness before the 
Lord. According to Leviticus, David has ren-
dered himself and every bed he lies on for the 
next seven days unclean (Lev. 15:19). King Da-
vid: the Unclean Man.  

To try and hide what he’s done, he orders 
Uriah back from war in the hopes that he will 
sleep with his wife and give cover for her preg-
nancy. But Uriah is too honorable to spend a 
night at home while his troops are still arrayed 
for battle. King David then orders Uriah to the 
front lines in the hopes that he’ll be killed. He is. 
King David: Disloyal Murderer.  

Lust is a powerful emotion. It has destroyed 
many lives—the lives of the ones who succumb 
to it, as well as the lives of those around them 
who get caught up in the wake of their sin. Yet 
the Lord takes these horrible failures and finds 
ways to accomplish His good and gracious will 
through them. The same Jesus who redeems us 
from the sins of lust, murder, adultery, and cov-
etousness is also called the Son of David. King 
David: Redeemed by his Son. Bathsheba: Com-
forted by her Savior. 

 

By Rev. Charles St-Onge 
 



David took more concubines and wives 

from Jerusalem… and more sons and 

daughters were born to David. 

Give us zeal for Your Bride, Jesus, to love 
the church as You love us. May we ever 
lift her up for Your glory and pleasure. 

Amen. 

We have two different genealogies for Jesus, 
(Matt. 1:1-16 and Luke 3:23-38). Explanations 
for this go back to one of the earliest church fa-
thers’ writings. Julius Africanus believed the 
lists diverged on account of the Jewish practice 
of levirate marriage. Deuteronomy 25:5-10 de-
scribes the practice of providing for a widow by 
having her dead spouse’s brother “know” her to 
produce an heir. In the case of children born by 
this custom, they would have both a natural fa-
ther and a legal father. They would count as 
building up the house of the deceased.  

Another explanation Martin Luther favored 
was that Luke, who centers his early chapters 
around Mary’s perspective, gave Mary’s geneal-
ogy, while Matthew, who centers his early nar-
rative around Joseph’s perspective, gave the le-
gal genealogy of Jesus’ adoptive father. 

What is clear, as we read 2 Samuel 5 and the 
line followed by Luke, is that marriage has not 
always been what we conceptualize in romantic 
eras. Marriage stabilized both endangered fami-
lies and nations. Marriage served children, se-
curing inheritances until they could return the 
favor to care for their aged parents. 

It is Christ who transforms our view of mar-
riage. His Apostle explodes the old world with a 
wonderful claim: “This mystery [of marriage] is 
profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ 
and the church” (Eph. 5:32). When marriages 
aim to reflect Jesus’ love for His bride, the busi-
ness side of wedlock is shown insufficient. Man 
and wife ought to love one another. Husband 
and bride ought to be faithful until death’s part-
ing. For that is how Jesus loves us. He never 
leaves us. He husbands us. He loves us. 

 

By Rev. Daniel Guagenti 

“As the Lord lives, who has made me a 

house, as He promised, Adonijah shall 

be put to death today.” 

Grant us leaders who protect our earthly 
peace, O Jesus, and make us to know eter-

nally the true peace that You have won 
for us. Amen. 

David had been a man of war, thus it would 
not be given to him to build the temple. Instead, 
that would be given to his son Solomon. Yet 
what's the first thing we see Solomon do in his 
reign? He orders his brother Adonijah (who had 
tried to usurp the throne while David was still 
alive, even) to be killed. Even with this bloody 
start, Solomon was referred to as the prince of 
peace. Why? 

Throughout the reigns of both Saul and Da-
vid, there were major internal and external con-
flicts. The reign of Solomon was by and large 
absent of strife. Part of the reason for this peace 
was that Solomon was just, punishing those who 
had caused wickedness and rebellion. It is only 
at the end of Solomon's reign, when he himself 
begins to indulge wickedness, that strife returns 
(but only in full after his death). 

Because of wickedness upon earth, peace 
here can only be established by the government 
doing its earthly task of punishing wrongdoers 
and praising those who do right. We don't see 
complete peace here but merely a relative 
amount of peace and quiet. This is why we pray 
for our government and for quiet days. 

However, it would be David's greater Son, 
Jesus, the true Prince of Peace, who would win 
and establish everlasting peace by defeating the 
root cause of all this wickedness. Jesus would 
swiftly defeat Satan and cleanse His people of 
their sin, destroying death with His own death 
and resurrection. We will know in Him true and 
lasting peace, a peace not enforced by the sword 
but flowing from the cross of Christ. 

 

By Rev. Eric Brown 


