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From t 

The book of the genealogy of  
, 

the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
 

...Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by 
Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, 
and Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram 

the father of Amminadab, and  
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and 

Nahshon the father of Salmon, and  
Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and 
Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and 
Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the 

father of David the king. 
 

Matthew 1:1, 3-5 



“By the man to whom these belong, 

I am pregnant.” 

Holy Father, may the examples of Your 
mercy towards sinners in the Bible lead 

us to repent of our sin and embrace Christ 
as our righteousness. Amen.  

What are we to make of the story of Tamar 
and Judah? We won’t go into the details here 
(you can read the story for yourself in Genesis 
38), but suffice it to say that several questiona-
ble decisions are made. We aren’t directly told 
whether what happens is good or bad. Are these 
examples to follow? Or examples to condemn?  

The Bible contains a few stories like that of 
Tamar and Judah, which we might find confus-
ing. But these stories serve a valuable purpose. 
They show us that the Bible is the story of real 
people.  

The people of the Bible often do bad things. 
We should not be surprised by this. They act like 
real people. They act like us.  

Tamar has a problem, so she takes matters 
in to her own hands. Are her actions God-
pleasing? No. But she felt boxed into a corner. Is 
God endorsing Tamar’s and Judah’s sinful be-
havior, by making them ancestors of Jesus? No. 
But even as they sin, God still loves them enough 
to give them His Son.  

The family of Jesus is full of sinners. Some 
may even seem to us to be worse than Tamar 
and Judah. We might find the stories of their sin-
ful lives strange and embarrassing. But these 
sinners are also God’s people. They teach us that 
if sinners like them can be blessed by God, then 
sinners like us can, too.  

We are sinners like Tamar and Judah. We 
have done things to be ashamed of, things that 
God’s people should not do. God does not bless 
our sins. But God still claims us as His. Even 
though we are sinners, God has still given us His 
Son. God gave Jesus to sinners like Tamar and 
Judah; God gave Jesus to sinners like us, too.  

 

By Rev. Jonathan Mueller 

“For the Lord sees not as man sees: 

man looks on the outward appearance, 

but the Lord looks on the heart.” 

Lord Jesus, shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
give us eyes of faith to see Your grace 
overcoming the systems of this world, 
confident of our new life in You. Amen. 

1 Samuel opens with Eli’s sons using their 
inherited priestly positions for rampant corrup-
tion. Not long after, King Saul would try to se-
cure special privilege for his son, Jonathan. Hu-
man fathers have been known to secure privileg-
es for their favorites. Where one is favored, an-
other is overlooked. Though all of Jesse’s sons 
were meant to be consecrated and presented to 
the prophet, the eighth was left out in the fields. 

The Lord does not overlook. Eli warned his 
worthless sons, “If someone sins against a man, 
God will mediate for him, but if someone sins 
against the Lord, who can intercede for him? (1 
Sam. 2:25). Eli’s sons would not listen and so 
were replaced by Samuel. Likewise, Saul would 
not listen and would be replaced by a son of Jes-
se. But which son of Jesse? 

As the Creator once surveyed His work on 
the seventh day, the prophet surveyed the seven 
sons of Jesse. They were good, but the Lord 
called for something new. The prophet sought a 
son of Jesse, David, who would foreshadow the 
Messiah. Jesus, the shoot from the stump of Jes-
se, would finish His work on Good Friday, hallow 
the seventh day in the tomb, and rise to new life 
on the eighth day. Eight, the day of circumcision, 
pruned the old and began the new. 

Baptismal fonts traditionally sport eight 
sides, illustrating that in Baptism the old sinner 
drowns and we are given new life. Yes, this 
world tries to encrust sinful systems of privilege 
and power. The Lord, however, judges the heart 
and breaks through the world’s systems to raise 
up His elect. You may feel forgotten in the fields 
of this world, but your Good Shepherd, the Son 
of David, calls you by name, and guides you true. 

 

By Rev. Daniel Guagenti 



Naomi had a relative of her husband’s, a 

worthy man of the clan of Elimelech, 

whose name was Boaz. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for 

redeeming us and raising us up from our 
low estate to the highest estate possible. 

Amen. 

Redemption lifts someone out of a low es-
tate and raises them up higher than the place 
from which they fell. Our first parents fell into 
sin, death and the power of the devil. Our Re-
deemer raises us up out of that misery to an 
even higher position than we first held. We will 
have not just sinless bodies but glorified bodies 
in a world never again affected by sin.  

As a kinsman redeemer Boaz buys back and 
restores to the clan the land Elimelek had sold 
due to the famine. The land was lost to poverty. 
He is restoring it to prosperity. He also restores 
the family line. He raises Naomi and Ruth out of 
poverty. Naomi left Israel poor in money but full 
of family. She was emptied of family while she 
was away, yet the Lord provided Ruth. Boaz re-
deems the family in marrying Ruth and having a 
son and heir. Chapter four of Ruth specifically 
says that Naomi ended up with more than she 
had prior to her fall. 

Boaz is a mighty man of valor. He protects 
Ruth. He gives specific instructions to his men 
regarding Ruth’s safety. He provides for her 
abundantly, sending her home with extra grain. 
He protects her reputation, making sure rumors 
of her presence on the threshing floor are not 
leaked. He then pursues her redemption vigor-
ously. He gets the matter settled that very day. 

He is a man of honor who brings this honor 
to bear upon Ruth so she shines. He lifts her up 
and places her by his side. He cherishes her, and 
from their union passes the greater promise of 
redemption. His great-grandson, David, is a 
mighty king and a man after God’s own heart. 
His Great Grandson, Jesus, defeats the devil him-
self and redeems not one family but the world. 

 

By Rev. Matthew Brackman 

“Judah, your brothers shall praise you... 

your father’s sons shall bow before you. 

Judah is a lion’s cub.” 

Father, Your ways are not our ways, and Your 
thoughts are not our thoughts, but You save 
us through Your own will and by Your own 
design in Jesus, Your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

The choice of Judah to be the son whose line 
would bear the Messiah is a strange one. He is 
not the oldest of Jacob’s sons: that honor goes to 
Reuben. You may remember Reuben as the old-
er brother who sought to rescue Joseph from his 
other brothers, the ones who conspired to kill 
him but, failing that, ended up selling him into 
slavery. Reuben was the first son, and the some-
what responsible one. But he was not chosen. 

Neither is Judah the most famous of Jacob’s 
sons. Surely that honor belongs to Joseph, who 
survived slavery, false accusations, and impris-
onment in Egypt, then rose to become chief min-
ister in Pharoah’s council. He displays a strong 
trust in the Lord, and incredible forbearance 
towards his treacherous siblings. Joseph would 
seem to be the obvious choice to be the progeni-
tor of the Savior. But he was not chosen, either. 

Jacob instead singles out Judah, his fourth 
oldest, to be the one who would bear a ruling 
scepter eternally. Judah, who slept with his 
daughter-in-law. If it makes things any better, 
he confused her for a prostitute. Judah, who 
chose to make money off Joseph’s capture ra-
ther than killing him, for “what profit is it if we 
kill our brother?” (Gen. 37:26). This Judah Jacob 
calls a “lion’s cub,” and says that to him shall be 
“the obedience of the peoples” (Gen. 49:10).  

Time and again, the Lord confounds our 
thinking with the choices He makes. No wonder, 
then, that He saves the world through a man no 
one would have chosen based on mere human 
criteria: Jesus of Nazareth, who now receives 
the tribute of the nations, and who washes our 
garments in the wine of his very own blood for 
our forgiveness and salvation. 

 

By Rev. Charles St-Onge 



“I know the Lord has given you the 

land… for the Lord is... God in the heav-

ens above and on the earth beneath.” 

Almighty Lord, thank You for the depend-
ability of Your love and grace to me. Help 

me to be faithful and devoted to You. 
Amen.  

Where do our loyalties lie? To what or to 
whom do we give our allegiance? More often 
than not the answer can be found in one of two 
concerns: either we have a connection to a per-
son, place or thing, or we have analyzed the 
risks and the rewards that lay ahead of us. 

Rahab, as the story in Joshua 2 shows us, 
was devoted to her family and to adhering to the 
will of God Almighty. She had no fear for self and 
little concern for a broken society in the face of 
God's majesty and power. By aligning herself 
with God's desire and intention, by putting what 
she knew to be true about Him first, she knew 
that her family would be blessed. 

Through Scripture the Holy Spirit has re-
vealed to us God’s desire and intention. The life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus tells us that the 
Father wants all of us to be saved. In thanksgiv-
ing, we are called to live empowered, sanctified 
lives to the praise and glory of Jesus’ name. God 
desires our faithfulness and trust in His mercy 
and grace above all things. 

Do we put ourselves first in life? Are we 
more aligned with the world than we are with 
God? Does our family command more commit-
ment from us than our Lord? May we, like Ra-
hab, put what we know to be true about God 
first in our lives—not just His dominion and au-
thority, but even more His love and compassion. 
God is loyal and steadfast towards His children. 
He promises to bless us in this life and even unto 
life everlasting. May He grant that we remain 
true-hearted and faithful towards Him first and 
always, and give thanks for His providence and 
preservation. 

 

By Rev. Rich Gizynski 

“Rebekah is before you; take her and go, 

and let her be the wife of your master’s 

son, as the Lord has spoken.” 

Lord Jesus Christ, let me belong evermore 
to Your people. Amen. 

Naomi embodies the modern dream of an 
emancipated woman. She has attained libera-
tion from men, from kids, and from any domes-
tic obligation. She epitomizes contemporary so-
ciety as it idolizes autonomy and independence. 
She refuses to become a burden. She insists on 
the same for her daughters-in-law, that they 
abandon her because of her age and infirmity, 
instead attending to themselves and their iden-
tities and their priorities. 

Yet the book of Ruth begins in tragedy and 
not triumph. Sin promises privilege and delivers 
division. “You can do it on your own,” as if lone-
liness constitutes some kind of relief or reward. 
Why receive when you can take? Why belong 
when you can possess? Why love when you can 
use?  

But the human heart must enter relation-
ship. We wed ourselves to solitude and pledge, 
“Where you die, there I die with.” It orphans us, 
widows us into everlasting ultimate isolation. 

Jesus binds God to us like Ruth to the elderly 
lady. He perfects the genetic trait of connecting 
and never letting go. Incarnation and crucifix-
ion, the needle presses down. With nails in His 
hands, He stitches heaven and earth together. 
Resurrection and ascension pull the thread 
tight. Rooted but reaching, His compassionate 
atoning sacrifice grafts the wayward branch 
back in. Past and future unite like husband and 
wife. Divine and human become one flesh. 

“My God shall be your God.” The One who is 
Ruth’s Descendant and Eve’s Offspring brings an 
adopting Father, yes, as well as a whole family 
tree. For all who repent, here is community. To 
all believe, this is home. 

 

By Rev. Michael Salemink 


