
Please remain silent as you enter the church.  The gate 

keeper who has handed you this will not speak to you 

unless there is an emergency.  There are people pray-

ing in our church right now, and out of respect for 

them and for this holy time in our church year, we re-

main silent.  You will find further instruction inside. 

Prayer Vigil 
 



If you are a guest, feel free to use our sanctuary for 

prayer, but please remain silent and respectful. 
 

If you are here as a gate keeper, please remain 

silent and greet no one.  We are a church that rejoices in the 
bonds of fellowship in the Spirit, but there is a time for every-
thing, and now is the time for prayer and silence as we medi-

tate upon the sufferings of our Lord Jesus. 
 

If you are here to pray, please do not greet the pray-

er that you are relieving.  Just take your place in the pew and 
begin your meditation. 

 
From the concluding hour of the Maundy Thursday service, 

our congregation has challenged ourselves to remain in con-
stant prayer as long as we are able, with the ultimate goal of 
praying non-stop until the beginning of the Good Friday ser-

vice.  It was on this night so many centuries ago that Jesus said 
to His disciples, “Could you not watch one hour?  Watch and 
pray that you may not enter into temptation.  The spirit is in-

deed willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
 
So, at this time, we will watch and we will pray. 

 

If you are a gate-keeper, your responsibili-

ties are the following: 
1)  Hand a copy of these instructions to everyone entering the 

doors. 
2) Maintain the silence and respectful atmosphere of the 

church.  Do so silently if possible. 
3)  Ring the bell every fifteen minutes. 
4) Provide Bibles or prayer materials for all in need. 



If you are one praying, be aware of the fol-
lowing: 
1) You are not required to remain silent, however, if there are 

other people in the church praying when you are, please 
be respectfully quiet. 

2) You may sit, stand, kneel, or pray in any combination of 
these. 

3) There are devotional materials available at the entrance 
credenza and also in the front pew on the left, where pas-

tor normally sits.  Make use of these as you please. 

4) There are devotional materials available in the hymnals.  
There are written prayers on pages 305-318.  I n addition 
to the normal rites for Sunday worship, there are rites for 

evening prayer (pages 243-252), Vespers (pages 229-
234), the Litany (pages 288-289), and an order for daily 
prayer (pages 294-298).  The Small Catechism begins on 

page 321.  Psalms pointed for singing begin on page 1.  You 
may sing.  We only ask that you be respectful of anyone 

else that is in the church. 
5) Being in prayer does not mean that you must do all the 

speaking all the time.  Be encouraged to listen in prayer as 

well.  Reading and praying the Psalms is highly recom-
mended.  Psalms 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, and 143 are the 
traditional Psalms of Penitence, but Psalms 14, 15, 25, 31, 

39, 40, 41, and others also aid our recognition and repen-

tance of sin before God. 
6) You may also find it a blessing to read the Passion ac-

counts of Jesus and meditate and pray upon these.  Mat-
thew 26:14-27:66; Mark 14:12-15:47; Luke 22:1-23:56; 

John 13:1-19:42.  John records a long discourse of Jesus’ in 
the upper room at the time of the Last Supper (chapters 13
-16).  Then there is a chapter-long prayer of intercession 

(17).  The “action” begins in chapter 18.  Every part will be 



beneficial for inspiring prayer, but let the reader be aware 

that if he or she is seeking the Gospel details of Jesus’ Pas-
sion, these begin at John 18:1.  Also, the Passion accounts 
have been harmonized and edited together in one ac-

count, which can be found on pages 487-500 of the LSB 
Altar Book.  This resource will be available in the front 

pew on the left. 
7) It will be appreciated if you choose to pray for our church 

and our fellow members by name.  To aid in this kind of 

prayer, a picture directory and church phone directory 

can also be found in the front pew on the left. 
 

The Lord’s blessings on your meditations and prayers! 
 
O Lord, I call upon you; hasten to me! 
 Give ear to my voice when I call to you! 
Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, 
 and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice! 

Psalm 141:1-2 (ESV) 


