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Genesis 45:1-15 

Do not be distressed or angry with yourselves be-

cause you sold me here, for God sent me before 

you to preserve your life. 

Joseph’s brothers were at first going to kill him, but then merely sold 
him as a slave. He was then wrongfully imprisoned. The prisoner he 
helped forgot about him, but in the end he was second in command of 
Egypt. Look what Joseph does when he has the power of life and death 
over his brothers. He forgives them. He forgives them and saves them. 
He brings them and their families to where he is and saves them from 
starvation. 

Joseph could have exacted revenge. He could have said, “Bring my 
father and my little brother here, but the rest of you jerks can starve.” 
Joseph does not hold a grudge. He sees how God was in control even 
through the severe trials he faced. God used these things so Joseph could 
save his family. God used Joseph to preserve the people of Israel and pre-
serve the line of His own Son, who would preserve the true Israel, the 
Church.  

I am not going to promise you will be Vice President or have im-
mense success after great suffering. I will tell you that God uses the severe 
trials of your life to bring glory to His name and mold and shape you 
into His dearly beloved servant. God has led you through the struggles as 
well as the joys in your life so that you can serve Him where you are in 
what you are doing. 

It might feel better in the short term to blast those who hurt you to 
smithereens, but in the long term it will haunt you. Forgiveness brings 
peace. Trusting that God is in control at all times brings peace. The true 
enemies are not the people who hurt us. They are mere tools of the real 
enemies — sin, death, and the power of the devil. These true enemies 
have been defeated by the King of Peace to whom Joseph points: Jesus. 

By Rev. Matthew Brackman 
 
 
 
 

Grant us peace within and without, O Lord. Grant us perseverance and strength 
in times of trial. Grant us a humble spirit when we are in positions of authority. 

Amen. 

December 13 

David chose his son Solomon to be the next king. Not everyone 
agreed with his choice. David had another son named Adonijah, and 
Adonijah wanted a different king. Adonijah’s choice for king was him-
self.  

David chose Solomon. And so did God. With God’s support, Solo-
mon, not Adonijah, became king. Not everyone agreed with God’s 
choice. But God’s will was done.  

Even today, not everyone agrees with God’s choices. We still have 
our own ideas about who we want as our king. We prefer this or that 
political party; we want this leader; we’d like to work for that boss. But 
really, if it were up to us, we’d be our own king or queen. Our choice is 
to be our own ruler, doing whatever we want, and ruling our own lives as 
we see fit. If we could choose anybody to be king, we would choose our-
selves.   

But God has other ideas. As He chose Solomon to rule Israel, so also 
God has chosen a king for you. Like Solomon, your king came riding on 
a donkey, to the same place where Solomon came. (Gihon is right out-
side Jerusalem.) Like Solomon, this king began his reign by being anoint-
ed. Unlike Solomon, he was not anointed with oil. Our king was anoint-
ed in His own blood.  

Our king is Jesus. He is God’s choice for us. Jesus might not be our 
first choice. But He is God’s choice. Jesus is a much better king than any 
other we could choose, including ourselves.   

Long live the King!  
 By Rev. Jonathan Mueller 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Father, You sent Your Son to be our King. Teach us to welcome Him this 
Advent season, that He may rule without any rival.  In Jesus name, Amen.   

1 Kings 1:5-53 

Zadok the Priest.. anointed Solomon.  Then they 

blew the trumpet, and all the people said, “Long 

live King Solomon.” 

December 18 



Galatians 2:1-16 

To them we did not yield in submission for a 

moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be 

preserved for you. 

Titus, a young convert and pastor in the church, came from a Greek 
background. This meant he was a Gentile and, therefore, not circum-
cised. It also meant he would run afoul of those who had infiltrated the 
church with a false understanding of the gospel, namely, that converts 
must be circumcised if they are to be Christians. 

Paul knew this was wrong. It was a counterfeit gospel, one that prom-
ised salvation through obedience to a work of the law rather than 
through faith in Jesus Christ. When he took Titus to Jerusalem, these 
peddlers of a false gospel might pressure the young Greek pastor to re-
ceive circumcision, and thereby give the impression that circumcision 
was, in fact, necessary for salvation.  

Yet Paul did not yield. This was about more than circumcision—it 
was about the gospel. He defended Titus, just as he would later confront 
Peter in Antioch, arguing that if obedience to any work of the law were 
necessary for salvation, then the entire law must be obeyed. You can’t 
pick and choose; salvation either comes through works of the law or it 
comes by faith in Christ, but it cannot be both. 

Circumcision was not the issue. Paul could have had Titus circum-
cised, as he said elsewhere, becoming one under the law that he might 
win those under the law (1 Cor. 9:20). To do so would be to confess a 
gospel that is no gospel at all, but works-righteousness in disguise. The 
gospel was at stake, and when the gospel is at stake, Paul would not 
budge. 

We have great Christian freedom in many things. We do not have 
freedom when it comes to standing for the gospel. When the truth of the 
gospel is at stake, like Paul, we must not budge. As the Lutheran Formula 
of Concord says, in such cases, it isn’t a matter of Christian freedom, but 
“the truth of the gospel” itself (FC 10.6).    

By Rev. Richard J. Serina, Jr. 
 
 
 

Savior of the world, as You gave bold confession before the Father, enable me to 
confess Your gospel before all men.  

December 17 

Genesis 50:15-21 

You meant evil against me, but God meant it for 

good. 

Does anyone else feel guilty about sins they did a long time ago? 
Does Satan try to rob you of the peace our Savior won for you? You’re 
not alone. It happens to me too. Scripture gives us an example of this 
right here. When Jacob dies, Joseph’s brothers are afraid that Joseph will 
get them back for the grievous sins they committed against him. Appar-
ently, Joseph has simply been biding his time for the last 17 years! He was 
just playing nice until the old man died, and now he’ll come after them. 

Imagine the guilt and fear assailing his brothers. They concoct this 
lie, “Oh, Joseph, yeah, um, Dad said to please forgive us and play nicely 
like right before he died. No cap.” Joseph is grieved that they remember 
the sin he has forgiven. He weeps for them again. He repeats the words 
he said 17 years ago. He has not changed after 17 years. God used even 
the evil they did to him in order to bring about the salvation of many. 
He doesn’t say, “Hey, I thoroughly enjoyed my time as a slave and prison-
er.” He acknowledges that the suffering demanded of him led to the sal-
vation of his family and future generations. Joseph reminds his brothers 
of the forgiveness he gave to them so long ago and renews the peace be-
tween them.  

In the same way, Jesus does not re-forgive our sins. He reminds us 
they are forgiven. The devil throws flaming darts of guilt from our past at 
us. He seeks to rob you and me of the peace that is ours through Jesus 
Christ. When this guilt rises within us, it is important to remember our 
Baptism. We are forgiven. He paid for those sins. He washed those sins 
away. He does not change His mind. You have His peace. Live in His 
peace. 

By Rev. Matthew Brackman 

 
 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, extinguish the flaming darts of the devil upon the shield of 
faith. May we continue to find peace in You and live in Your peace. Amen.  

December 14 



Esther 7:1-10 

If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and 

if it please the king, let my life be granted. 

Politics has always been brutal, and the powerful have often sought 
the destruction of their enemies and the weak. Such was the case in Es-
ther’s day in the land of Persia. The wicked Haman had decided to work 
a genocide against the Jewish people. He would have succeeded, except 
for one thing. Queen Esther, who had greatly pleased King Ahasuerus, 
was Jewish. By patience and kindness, Esther gained the ear of the king, 
who offered her anything she wanted, up to half of his kingdom. 

Esther did not simply ask for the death of her foe. She did not de-
mand a head like Salome would of Herod centuries later. Instead, Esther 
asked for her life and the life of her people. “Haman’s wickedness would 
demand my death, O King – deliver me!” Ahasuerus realized the extent 
of Haman’s scheming, and he put a stop to it. The Jewish people were 
saved, and Haman was hanged (and eventually all the enemies of the 
Jews were routed).  

Instead of simply playing the brutal, fallen politics of the world, Es-
ther interceded. Destruction might be necessary, but it is not the goal. 
Life is. Rescue is. Too often in the world violence is lauded for its own 
sake, for its ability to drive change via fear. Yet we are children of God, 
who like Esther pray for our deliverance and the deliverance of all peo-
ple.  

This is why Jesus came — to deliver us. He redeems us not by first 
slaying our enemies, but by suffering and dying to rescue us from sin and 
death. He rises from the dead to grant you life, now and eternally. Our 
King grants us forgiveness and life. 

By Rev. Eric Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

King Jesus, come and rescue us from all dangers both of body and of soul, that we 
may be with You forever in Your kingdom. Amen. 

December 15 

1 Samuel 24:1-22 

Out of the wicked comes wickedness. But my 

hand shall not be against you.  

Is anything better than watching the villain in a blockbuster movie 
get what’s coming to him or her? To see the corrupt CEO go down in 
court and sentenced to jail? To watch the ones who have wronged you be 
wronged in return? We are built to want justice against evil.  

Saul, like it or not, was the anointed king of Israel. Yes, Samuel had 
anointed David to be his successor. But Saul was still on his figurative 
throne ruling over the people of God in the name of the Lord. He had 
problems: a terrible temper, an irreligious soul, and desire to hold on to 
power at all costs. Everyone knew this, including his son Jonathan. Yet 
still, he was the king.  

When David had the chance to take Saul’s life once and for all, he 
did not. He spared the one who was hunting him and whom he was 
anointed to replace. “The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my 
lord, the Lord’s anointed,” David told his fighting men.  

The proverb says that “when a man’s ways please the Lord, he makes 
even his enemies to be at peace with him” (Prov. 16:7). David could have 
been the inspiration for that proverb. He knew that the time would come 
when he would be king. But that time would come at God’s choosing, 
not his.  

We may not like our leaders. They may even be cruel and sometimes 
even evil. Yet the Lord is God even over the unjust, and they will meet 
their fate in due time. Even Jesus at His final trial, knowing He faced a 
cruel and unfair verdict, submitted to Pilate as one who had received his 
authority from God. Jesus’ vindication would come at Easter. We trust 
that the Lord will vindicate us, Jesus’ brothers and sisters by faith. Yes, 
there is something better than watching vengeance. How wonderful to 
find the Lord work His vindication! 

By Rev. Charles St-Onge 
 

 
 

Father, help us trust in the authority You have given Your Son over heaven and 
all the earth, especially amid things which seem unjust. Amen. 

December 16 


