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Luke 13:1-5 

No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 

likewise perish. 

Sometimes in life you have a near miss, and your eyes grow wide. I 
can name numerous people who know God saved them from tragedy. 
They have a reason for being here. Yet even when we can name our near 
misses, we can also name other times when a friend, acquaintance, or 
even a family member experienced tragedy.  

In the Scriptures, Jesus speaks of two such tragic events. Pontius Pi-
late mingled the blood of some Galileans with their sacrifices, a grievous 
happening caused by the same man who crucified Christ. Also, in a freak 
of nature accident, a tower fell on eighteen people. 

We hear about tragedy in the news, but when it comes to our own, 
we shake our heads. We grieve. Are such things intended to be punish-
ment? Were these people wholly unrighteous folk, partying it up, doing 
wicked things until the day they died? These could have been normal 
people like you and me, folks that were living their lives, minding their 
own business when disaster came. We see it also in our own world, griev-
ous instances where good men, women, and children died. 

What is Jesus saying here? He is saying, “Be prepared.” We live in a 
fallen world where tragedy occurs. We deal with the tragic fallenness of 
creation, so sometimes good men, women and children lose their lives in 
tragic and grievous situations. 

Where is your heart? What is your relationship with your Lord? If 
something happened today, would you be right with Him? 

I cared for a fellow who had been gone from church for many years; 
personal tragedies and illness brought him back to the Lord. His life 
made a complete turnaround until the day he died. 

Let us not forget that our Savior Jesus knew tragedy, but God’s good 
purposes in His crucifixion have brought us abundant life. He is risen! 

By Rev. Chris Truelsen 
 
 
 
 

Dear Lord Jesus, when bad things come, help me always to remember Your gra-
cious promises; in life and death I belong to You. Amen. 

December 6 

Simeon was awaiting consolation, awaiting assurance. God had 
promised him that. Before he passed from this life, he would have 
perceptible and discernable evidence of God’s promised grace. 
With faith worked by the Holy Spirit, Simeon received his prom-
ised comfort as he held the Christ child in his arms. In our liturgy, 
we sing Simeon’s words to acknowledge the comfort of God’s 
promised grace that has come to us. We call this the Nunc Dimitis. 

Those Latin words translate as “now released.” To release us is 
why the Son of God took on flesh and came into this world. Jesus, 
being both human and without sin, came to release mankind from 
the burden and sorrow of sin, death, and the devil. Our Savior has 
given us perceptible and discernable proof that God’s promise of 
mercy and grace has been fulfilled. He did this by taking up the 
cross in our stead. He did this by substituting His suffering and 
dying for ours. He did this  by victoriously rising from the tomb. 

When you hear the words during Holy Communion, “Given 
and shed for you,” when you receive the bread and the wine, and 
with them the body and blood of our Lord, you stand exactly 
where Simeon stood. You stand ready to depart in peace. God has 
come to you and presented His consolation to you. He has given 
you His assurance and comfort. No more do we sorrow over sin, 
for it is forgiven. We are strengthened in our faith and against the 
manipulations of the devil. Like Simeon, whether we are departing 
from the sanctuary or from this life, God lets us depart in His 
peace, knowing that we have come into His Kingdom of grace and 
are going on to His Kingdom of glory for all eternity. 

 By Rev. Richard Gizynski 
 

Lord, God Almighty, let us look to the manger, to the cross, and to the 
empty tomb with Your peace in our hearts, for there our eyes see Your sal-

vation. Amen. 

Luke 2:25-35 

Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in 

peace, according to your word... 

December 11 



1 Samuel 25:1-42 

Blessed be your discretion, and blessed be you, 

who have kept me this day from bloodguilt and 

from avenging myself with my own hand!  

David was mad. Killing mad. He was on the run from Saul, liv-
ing in the wilderness. He and his men were policing the area, keep-
ing it safe. They had protected the shepherds and flocks of a rich 
man named Nabal, and they asked Nabal for some meager provi-
sion. Instead, Nabal insults them and calls David worthless. In a 
rage, David was preparing to slaughter all of Nabal's house. 

Nabal’s wife Abigail hears about her husband’s cruel disdain, 
and she intervenes. She takes provisions to David and apologizes 
for her husband. She calls upon David to restrain his anger and to 
set aside murder. As she does this, David realizes the blessing he 
has received from God. Abigail is a blessing to David, keeping him 
from vile sin. Abigail rescues David from becoming a murderer and 
destroying his reputation. 

Our anger often leads us to sin. When we are insulted, we can 
lash out. We understand the vengeful impulse, but we also know it 
isn’t right. One of the great things that God will do is get in the 
way of our own vengeance. God takes care of things; we can wait 
for His arm to be bared in justice. In fact, Abigail ends up marrying 
David after Nabal dies of natural (or divine) causes, without David 
falling to wickedness. 

Jesus, the Son of David, came to rescue us from sin. We do not 
live by wrath or anger. Jesus takes that up for us on the cross. He 
sends us people to help turn us away from sin and to speak Jesus’ 
forgiveness to us. In our anger and frustration we can forget Jesus, 
but God sends faithful friends and preachers to show us Jesus 
again, rescuing us from both sins we might do and sins we have 
done. 

By Rev. Eric Brown 
 

King Jesus, keep us from falling into sin and shame, and forgive us always. 
Amen.  

December 10 

Genesis 20:1-18 

I did it because I thought, ‘There is no fear of 

God at all in this place.’ 

Things could have gone very, very wrong for Abraham, Sarah, 
Abimelech and a whole host of others. Abraham commits to a half-truth 
to protect himself— if not his wife and half-sister Sarah. Abimelech thinks 
of availing himself of another woman. God stands ready to judge the lot 
of them. Yet in the end everyone survives. Abimelech makes peace with 
Abraham and Sarah to the tune of several sheep and oxen, male and fe-
male servants, a piece of land to use for grazing, and a thousand pieces of 
silver. God heals Abimelech and grants fertility to his wife and female 
slaves: the ancient Middle Eastern equivalent of a happy ending.  

But it didn’t have to turn out that way. Abraham could have ended 
up dead or, at a minimum, without his wife. God could have cursed 
Abimelech for what he had done. A kingdom could have fallen, a dynas-
ty might have been cut short. Everything stood on a knife’s edge. But out 
of the situation God brought peace and fellowship. 

We have a nasty way of getting ourselves into some terrible predica-
ments as human beings. We get into a situation, and then to get out of it 
we tell a small lie, then a bigger one. We let our eyes and our lusts run 
away with us. We create situations where it might be said, “There is no 
fear of God in this place.” 

Yet, in Christ, the Lord works His own good and gracious will in the 
midst of our evil. He warns us off the wrong paths and sets us on the 
right ones. He takes our crucifixion of a good, innocent man and uses it 
to save us and the whole world. He takes delicate situations and makes 
peace; takes hammer blows and nails and brings forgiveness and eternal 
life.  

By Rev. Charles St-Onge 

 
 

Blessed Lord God, there is no situation too terrible for You to use to bring good. 
Establish such a faith in us that we can stand tall in the midst of any trial or 

temptation for the sake of the peace that comes from Jesus Christ. Amen. 

December 7 



Acts 21:17-26 

You see, brother, how many thousands there are 

among the Jews of those who have believed. 

The thousands of Christians in Jerusalem lived differently than the 
Christians throughout the rest of the world. In Jerusalem, they were sur-
rounded by Jews zealous for the Law. They lived as Jews among Jews 
(compare 1 Cor. 9:19-20). The Jewish Christians were zealous for the 
Law. They did not eat unclean food. They did not work on Saturday. 
They participated in the temple rites. This was the only way they knew. 

They also heard reports of Paul’s work among the nations. They 
heard of Christians who were not circumcised, who ate unclean foods, 
who worked on Saturdays, and who did not think of the Jewish Law. 
They truly rejoiced to see Paul, their faithful brother, but his presence 
broke the peace they worked to maintain. 

Paul didn’t mean to break the peace. He didn’t do anything in Jeru-
salem that was offensive. It was just all the slander surrounding Paul that 
provoked Jerusalem. The presence of Paul broke the peace because of 
what he represented. 

Should a man who hasn’t done anything wrong be asked to bear the 
burden of disproving lies? Should he be asked to pay sizable sacrificial 
costs when he teaches Jesus has made the final sacrifice? Should the 
church’s most successful missionary be asked to put himself in danger, 
making a weeklong commitment to appear in the temple, all for a church 
in a city Jesus had warned would be destroyed in a few short years? 

What price will you pay to make peace? Paul was not unaware of the 
risks he was taking. On the way to Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit warned 
what awaited (Acts 20:23). Paul was willing to give his freedom and his 
life to keep peace with the Jerusalem church. 

As Jesus went to the city that slays the prophets to offer His life, so 
the Lord shows Paul’s peace-making offering in line with Jesus’ offering. 
The former enemy of Christ, Paul, was finally counted worthy to suffer 
for the Name. 

By Rev. Daniel Guagenti 
 
 
 

Lamb of God, give us zeal to make peace through Your life-saving cross! Amen. 

December 8 

Daniel 1:1-21 

Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself 

with the king's food.  

The Old Testament law had prescribed rigorous dietary restrictions 
for the Israelites. Yet the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, placed be-
fore Daniel food that would violate that law. Daniel could have appealed 
to these clear, direct commands of Scripture. He could have protested 
and resisted. But he knew what this would mean for the chief of eu-
nuchs, who was responsible for Daniel and his compatriots. If Nebuchad-
nezzar found out, the chief would be charged with dereliction of duty, 
and possibly imprisoned or killed.  

Daniel had the law on his side, and he was careful to fear God over 
man. Yet he also knew the consequence his actions might have for his 
caretaker, to whom God had given “favor and compassion” for Daniel. 
What should he do? Sacrifice his conscience for the sake his friend, or 
his friend for the sake of his conscience? What would you do? 

Daniel did neither. He trusted God to resolve what he could not. He 
simply asked for foods that were both permitted by God’s law and able to 
nourish him, and he told the steward feeding him to give God ten days 
to prove he would be no worse for wear. Daniel was both conscience-
bound and caring toward his neighbor, and God was faithful. Daniel and 
his friends did not simply emerge healthy, but even healthier than those 
who ate the king’s food.  

Choosing between our own conscience and love for our neighbor is 
often a false dichotomy. By God’s mercy, we can choose both. But it 
won’t be simple. It will require wisdom and dependence upon God. It 
will require examining our convictions, as Daniel did, to determine what 
God’s Word really says about an issue. It will require faith that God will 
provide a way forward that does not seem obvious to us. Fortunately, we 
have a God who can do just that, as he did for Daniel.  

By Rev. Richard J. Serina, Jr. 
 
 

 

O Wisdom from on High, give me understanding that I may discern Your Word 
and obey its commands in a spirit of love toward my neighbor. Amen. 

December 9 


