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Acts 15:22-16:5 

Paul took Timothy and circumcised him because 

of the Jews who were in those places. 

In his epistle to the Galatians, Paul explained that when some want-
ed to circumcise Gentile Titus, “we did not yield in submission even for 
a moment” (Gal. 2:5). That contention continued to a council in Jerusa-
lem recorded just one chapter before Paul circumcised Timothy. In Jeru-
salem, Paul’s ministry had been recognized by the rest of the church. Paul 
had “won,” we might say. Why, then, circumcise Timothy? In our day, 
how do we know when is it right to fight and when to yield? 

Throughout this Advent, these devotions intend to lay before us mo-
ments when acts of peacemaking led to the Word of the Lord growing 
and the coming of the kingdom. Acts 16:5 draws that direct connection 
between Timothy submitting to circumcision “so the churches were 
strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily.” 

Acts 15 ends with the brothers being strengthened as the church re-
layed the resolution of the Jerusalem council. Therefore, in both cases, 
the church was blessed, first by Paul’s refusal to yield, second by Paul and 
Timothy yielding. How did Paul know when to yield and when not? 

First, we can expect the Holy Spirit led Paul and will also lead Chris-
tians who wish both to “strive for peace with everyone, and for the holi-
ness without which no one will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). The holiness 
to see the Lord comes only through the Gospel. Paul was contending for 
the Gospel when he contended for Titus. Titus was baptized into Christ 
and thus fulfilled all the law in Christ (Gal. 3:26-29). 

Timothy, however, had a Jewish mother. Timothy could embrace his 
Jewish heritage without denying Christ’s baptismal gifts. By being circum-
cised, Timothy’s access to Jewish communities increased. Paul showed he 
wasn’t anti-circumcision. Paul always strove for the holiness to see God, a 
gift only found in the Gospel. He also strove for peace with everyone, for 
Jesus’ gospel is a gospel of peace. 

Paul didn’t act like a man who “won” his argument. He acted like an 
apostle of Christ, sent to all, both Jew and Gentile. For Jesus died for all, 
giving us the only victory in which we boast: the victory of the cross. 

By Rev. Daniel Guagenti 
 

Lord, teach us where to strive and when to yield, following Your love. Amen. 

November 29 

You hear it every Sunday at the end of the service, “The LORD-

bless you and keep you...” From the time of Moses unto today, this 
benediction commanded by God shows us His desire to bless His 
people. In giving us this prayerful supplication, our heavenly Fa-
ther declares that He wants to come into your life. It is His inclina-
tion to give us the greatest of gifts, to give of Himself. Thus, He 
promises to give you His light, His love, and His grace and mercy. 

The three lines of the benediction begin with the covenantal 
name, “the LORD.” As people of the new covenant through faith in 
the saving work of Jesus Christ, God not only continues His Old 
Testament promises to us, but He also enhances and magnifies 
them. Those promises are fulfilled by the coming of Jesus through 
His life, His death, and His resurrection. Through the gift of faith, 
we merely receive. 

The benediction speaks of the continual, ongoing, coming pres-
ence of God. That is peace. He draws near to you and wraps you in 
His peace. He gives you His good and will preserve you to enjoy 
that good. He will drive away terror and darkness with the light of 
His mercy. With pleasure and the dearest affection, God will keep 
you in His rightness and give you the fulfillment of well-being that 
comes from being in fellowship with Him. 

From the time of Moses unto today, God comes to His people, 
He puts His name upon them, and He pours out His blessings up-
on them. Thanks be to God! 

By Rev. Richard Gizynski 
 

Heavenly Father, You promised Your people Your blessing. You fulfilled 
that promise through Your Son, Jesus Christ, who came into this world and 

will come again; By the power of Your Spirit, You keep us in this truth. 
You make us whole; You give us Your comfort and security. In the name of 

Jesus, we thank You. Amen.   

Numbers 6:22-27 

So shall they put my name upon the people of 

Israel, and I will bless them. 

December 4 



Joshua 9:1-27 

... and some of you shall never be anything but 

servants, cutters of wood and drawers of water 

for the house of my God.  

The people of Gibeon were afraid. They were a Cannanite peo-
ple, and Joshua was leading the children of Israel into the prom-
ised land. Already Ai and Jericho had been destroyed. So the Gibe-
onites pulled a fast one. They took worn out goods and supplies 
and sent messengers to Joshua claiming they were wanderers from 
a far country seeking a covenant with the people of the LORD God. 
Instead of consulting God to see if this was right, the Israelites 
agreed, and a covenant was made. 

There was one major problem with this. The Gibeonites had 
lied in the name of the LORD. They were not wanderers, but they 
had cities and lands which ought to belong to Israel in the Holy 
Land. How would Israel untangle their commitment to lying Gibe-
onites and the commands of the Lord? Israel kept the vow to the 
Gibeonites; the Gibeonites could live, but they would now be serv-
ants, and in particular servants for the tabernacle. The Israelites 
would keep their word, but because they had not been diligent, 
they did not get to enjoy the fullness of the promised land. It was a 
situation neither really liked. 

What does God make of this concession? Both Gibeon and 
Israel are brought to the house of peace together. Both the liars 
who would end up serving in the tabernacle and the proud Israel-
ites who so often forgot God would be brought to the tabernacle 
over and over.  

Likewise, in spite of our folly and sin, Jesus gathers us to His 
house to shower His mercy and love upon us. Jesus came to save 
foolish sinners like the Israelites, the Gibeonites, and us. Though 
we often fail, He remains faithful to us. 

By Rev. Eric Brown 
 

King Jesus, deliver us from the folly and deceit of our sin, and restore us to 
the joy of Your salvation in Your church. Amen. 

December 3 

Ruth 4:1-17 

If you will redeem it, redeem it. 

The Book of Ruth is a story of loose ends looking for resolution. 
Naomi finds herself without a husband, as does her daughter-in-law 
Ruth. Both find themselves in a land that is not their own. They return 
to Israel, where Naomi’s husband’s land is being used by others. Whoev-
er those others are, it seems they are outside of the clan. The land there-
fore needs to be brought back into the clan’s possession. With Ruth un-
married and without children, the family name will be lost. Who can tie 
up these loose ends and bring peace out of chaos?  

Into the breach steps Boaz. He gathers the village together so that 
everything can be above board. He asks the first legitimate redeemer if he 
will reacquire the land for the tribe. He cannot, worried it might impact 
his own inheritance. Boaz, as next in line, chooses to redeem the land. 
He then chooses to marry Ruth so she can bear an heir who will, in turn, 
take possession of his late grandfather’s property. That son would be an 
ancestor of Jesus Himself. 

Boaz is not the obligated redeemer of Naomi’s land. He is, in fact, 
second in line. Neither is he obligated to marry Ruth, although we often 
read the text this way. It is a mistranslation of the Hebrew to suggest he is 
acquiring Ruth along with the land. He is, rather, buying the property 
back not for Naomi’s sake but actually for Ruth’s; “you acquire [it from] 
Ruth the Moabite” would be a better translation of the Hebrew in Ruth 
4:5. Boaz goes above and beyond the strict law of Moses to do what 
seems right and brings peace. 

The law can keep us from doing truly harmful things to ourselves 
and others. What Jesus’ death and resurrection demonstrates is that 
bringing lasting peace means going above and beyond the strict letter of 
the law. Only through Christ the Redeemer, who sacrificed Himself not 
out of obligation but out of love, do we learn the meaning of true right-
eousness.  

By Rev. Charles St-Onge 

 

Lord God, by the Spirit breathed out by Your Son help us go beyond the Law in 
our quest to bring peace. Amen. 

November 30 



Luke 7:36-50 

But he who is forgiven little, loves little. 

Psalm 140 prays for deliverance from “violent men, who plan evil 
things in their heart… who have planned to trip up my feet.” Jesus faced 
this literally in an unexpected way. 

Simon the Pharisee planned to embarrass Jesus; his plan focused on 
Jesus’ feet. Simon invited Jesus’ to his home, but then refused to offer 
the basic honors due to a guest, let alone a rabbi. When no foot washing 
was offered to Jesus, the Lord could simply have turned around and left. 
Instead, Jesus was willing to take the insult and sit at the table. 

A woman present, however, could not let the dishonor stand. She 
had heard Jesus preach the kingdom’s coming and had repented. She 
showed her repentance by pouring out the perfumed oil used in her sin-
ful profession. She washed Jesus’ feet as best she could in an act of pure 
love. She had been forgiven much, and so her heart filled with love. 

This fulfills the promise: “A harvest of righteousness is sown in peace 
by those who make peace” (James 3:18). Jesus chose to overlook how He 
was insulted by Simon and chose to offer grace. Because of this, He har-
vested righteousness from a woman whom Simon thought hardened. 

But Jesus was not content to bring restoration to the woman alone. 
He willed to restore Simon, too. He loved both the lowly sinful woman 
and the elite, proud Pharisee. He sought both for His kingdom. 

Another man would have slammed Simon in self-righteous certainty. 
But Jesus would be willing to suffer much deeper shame than unwashed 
feet. He came to die for Simon. Psalm 140 ends, “I know that the LORD 
will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and will execute justice for the 
needy.” The same Lord who maintained the cause of the repentant wom-
an was willing to become the needy and the afflicted. He waited for the 
Father above to maintain His cause. He made our cause His cause and in 
His resurrection we know the truth that restores. We know the Father 
has taken us up, forgiven us, and will restore us all on the last day. We 
know we who are forgiven much will love into eternity with God. 

By Rev. Daniel Guagenti 
 

Savior, open our eyes to the fullness of Your forgiving grace, that our hearts fill 
with love. Amen. 

December 1 

Genesis 9:8-17 

I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a 

sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  

Peace on earth begins at peace with God.  
At the time of the Flood the world was just like the world as it is to-

day. Sin meant no peace on earth. The sin of Adam and Eve against God 
led to the sin of Cain against Abel. Failure to keep God’s command led 
to murder and all the other sins which humans commit against each oth-
er. 

Would the Flood restore peace? Could the Lord make peace by elimi-
nating sin? Eliminate the sinners and eliminate sin? That was the pur-
pose of the Flood (Gen. 6:13).  

The Flood came and the sinners were drowned, but even the faithful 
remnant continued to sin (Gen. 9:20-25). The failure of the Flood is 
demonstrated by the state of the world today. Sin still exists and there is 
no peace.   

The Flood failed to create peace. But God had another plan. The 
rainbow which God put in the sky is a sign that there would be no more 
floods to wipe away every sinner. God will not look for peace through 
death and destruction. Instead, something else has led to peace.  

God’s new plan involved the birth of a baby. Instead of death and 
destruction, this baby would create peace through forgiveness. The plan 
worked. Now there is peace between us and God.  

What about peace for the world? The baby was born to create peace 
between people, too. Like God, peace for us will also come through for-
giveness.  

The rainbow is a sign that there will be no more floods to wipe away 
every sinner. It is a sign that peace will now come through forgiveness. 
May we also practice forgiveness like God and have peace with each oth-
er. 

By Rev. Jonathan Mueller 
 
 

 

Gracious Father, the sign of the rainbow points to the peace created between You 
and us, though Christ. May that same peace come to all people on earth. Amen.   

December 2 


