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Wait for  

the LORD 

“When the fullness of time had come, God 

sent forth His Son, born of woman, born un-

der the law, to redeem those who were un-

der the law, so that we might receive adop-

tion as sons.” - Galatians 4:4-5 

 

2020 Advent Devotions 

December 21—25 
 

featuring 

Noah’s Sabbath Rest 
by Rev. Matthew Brackmas 

The Seed of the Woman 
by Rev. Daniel Guagenti 

Simeon’s Grand Finale 
by Rev. Matthew Brackman 



December 21, 2020 
 

Noah’s Seven-Day Notice 
Genesis 7:1-5 

 
Here we are just a few days before Christmas. I’m 

sure every one of you has every present bought, cookie 

baked, and meal prepped. Yeah, me neither. The last 

few days before Christmas are hectic regardless of how 

well we plan and execute those plans. 

God gave Noah a seven-day warning: “This is the 

final week, Noah. You’ve spent all this time building the 

ark, getting stores and other things ready. Now is the 

time to load ’em up and head ’em out.” 

Noah and his family probably kicked it into high gear 

that final week. They might have been waiting for the 

rains to come, but it was an active waiting. Emotions 

would also be ramped up. The excitement and some 

fear would ramp up. Yet we know they trusted in the 

Lord and accomplished all He gave them to do. So even 

at a potentially frenetic pace, they were at peace. They 

were at peace because they knew God would preserve 

them. 

This seven-day notice is fascinating because it’s like 

a new creation story. All creation is being saved, and sin 

will be wiped out. Creation is gathered together in six 

days. Seed and its kind are stored. Fruits and their kind 

are stored. Animals and their kind enter. Finally, man, 

male and female, enter to care for creation. On the sev-

enth day they rest. We’ll talk more about their rest in the 

next devotion, but you’ll have to wait. 

Our Flood came at Baptism when all sin was 

drowned in us, and we were made a part of the new 

creation. We are actively and anxiously waiting to cele-

brate Christmas. I hope you accomplish all your plans, 

but also remember He has already accomplished every-

thing needed to celebrate. This can bring you peace 

even as you might step things up a notch. So join me in 

eagerly anticipating this celebration, trusting He will in-

deed preserve us. 

  
 

 
We pray 

Heavenly Father, bless and preserve us in the final days 

of preparation to celebrate the birth of Your Son. Amen. 



December 25, 2020 
 

Oh Come Let Us Adore Him 
Luke 2:22-35 

 
Have you ever said, “Now I can die a happy man (or 

woman)”? As long as we’re not being sarcastic, we might 

say this after accomplishing a goal we’ve been working 

toward for a long time. We might say it after our chil-

dren are married, while holding our grandchildren, or 

following another milestone in their lives. 

I don’t know if Simeon’s story is the origin of this 

phrase, but it could be. We usually think of Simeon as an 

older man because the text mentions that he was wait-

ing for the consolation of Israel. It also says that he 

would not die until he had seen the Christ. Combine 

waiting and talk about death, and you assume age. The 

text doesn’t say he was old. He could have been a 

younger man. We don’t know. 

Regardless of age, Simeon demonstrates two things 

essential to the Christian life. The first is waiting on the 

Lord. It happens in His time and according to His plan. 

We can’t make God hurry up. We wait upon the Lord. 

The second is being content because we have seen the 

Lord or received His salvation. Simeon sees Jesus and 

knows his salvation. He holds his salvation in his arms. 

He is content. He can die a happy man.  

We have not held the Christ child. We have not 

physically seen our Savior die and rise. We see with the 

eyes of faith. We receive our salvation by the Holy Spirit 

joining us to the death and resurrection of our Christ. 

This gift of salvation is renewed and refreshed in us 

through Word and Sacrament. 

With eyes of faith we see the eternal Son of God in 

human flesh wrapped in swaddling clothes. He has 

saved us. He is with us. His Holy Spirit will lead us 

through our lives and into His Kingdom, where we will 

see Him face to face. There we will never die, and we 

will be eternally happy. 

  

 

 

We pray 
Thank You, Holy Spirit, for revealing salvation to us in 

the Christ child. Continue to bring His gifts of for-

giveness and strength to us, and lead us safely into His 

presence. Amen. 

December 22, 2020 
 

The Sealed Ark 
Genesis 8:13-19 

 
On the seventh day God rested from all His labors. 

On the seventh day Noah and his family rested safe and 

secure in the ark. On the seventh day our Savior rested 

from His work of salvation. On the seventh day, the day 

of sacred assembly, we gather to receive the rest only 

God can give in the forgiveness of sins and strengthen-

ing of our faith in Him. 

God Himself sealed the door (Gen. 7:16). Nothing 

would enter to harm what He has saved. You and I have 

been sealed by God in the Ark of His Church. We have 

been marked by His cross upon our foreheads and up-

on our hearts as those redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

He will preserve us. 

While I refer to their time on the ark as rest, they 

were far from inactive. They were stewarding creation.  

Noah and his family were back to the kind of work Ad-

am and Eve did before the Fall. They were caring for all 

of God’s creatures. When that door opened, creation 

would burst forth and fill the earth again. 

Many people find a time of rest right after Christmas 

celebrations. It could be late on Christmas Eve or Christ-

mas Day. It could be the day after. Regardless of the ex-

act time, it’s a time to reflect on the celebration and live 

in what we have received. Watching kids play with their 

toys or sipping some coffee while we enjoy the last 

cookie might be a part of it, but it is essentially more. It 

is thankfulness. We give thanks for the Father giving the 

Son to save us. We give thanks for the time our Father 

gave us to celebrate no matter how many people were 

present, how much time off we had, or how perfectly 

everything went. We then live in His rest and enter a 

new year. 

  

 

 

 

 
 

We pray 
Heavenly Father, be with us as we celebrate the birth of 

Your Son and grant us a time of rest to reflect on this 

great gift and all the celebrations around Him. Amen. 



December 23, 2020 
 

The Virgin’s Seclusion 
Luke 1:39-56 

 

Mary believed, “From now on all generations will call 

me blessed” (Luke 1:48). But first, there was one genera-

tion before all the others. Before Cana, before Easter, 

before the Gospel wound around to all nations, there 

was shame. There was talk. There were assumptions.  

“Mary arose and went with haste into the hill coun-

try,” to a town without a name, to seclusion (1:39). She 

would wait for the baby to grow where she was un-

known. The wildfire of gossip could take its fiercest 

turns without her in the middle of it. 

She bore Christ for that time, and He bore all our 

shames. As Simon of Cyrene helped Him carry the cross 

at the end (Luke 23:26), she helped carry the shame at 

the beginning. 

Shame is temporary. While you feel it, you want to 

flee. It crushes, but it need not kill. We can bear up un-

der it for a time. We can wait on the Lord. 

For we do not wait alone. Mary was given Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth saw no shame. She saw grace upon grace.  

We do not wait alone. Elizabeth was given John. The 

infant prophet heard grace upon grace. 

Together, they sang of grace. They greeted the 

shame-bearer with joy. They gave her honor. They 

called her blessed. 

Thirty years later, Jesus taught us to join that chorus, 

to call blessed those who were waiting in shame. 

“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they 

exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, 

on account of the Son of Man” (Luke 6:22). He waits with 

us, Emmanuel. 

But it really is only for a time. “Rejoice in that day, 

and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in 

heaven” (Luke 6:23). John leaped for joy in his mother’s 

womb. And his mother rejoiced. And Mary rejoiced, 

even in her shame. “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my 

spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Luke 1:46). 

 

We pray 
We praise You, Lord, Whose mercy is for those who 

fear You from generation to generation. Fill our hearts 

with joy in the Advent of Your Son, our Savior. Amen.   

December 24, 2020 
 

The Seed of the Woman 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Eve did not have to wait for the Gospel. The Lord 

moved quickly to condemn the serpent and give His 

people hope. To the serpent, the Lord said, “I will put 

enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 

and you shall bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). O come, O 

come, Emmanuel! 

Eve did have to wait for the fulfillment. Eve’s 

firstborn brought her hope. Luther translated her excla-

mation, “I have gotten a man, the Lord” (Gen. 4:1). That is 

to say, Eve may have believed Cain was the Messiah, 

fully God and fully man, ready to crush the head of the 

evil one. But he was not. Nor would Cain be the last to 

dash the hopes of those with misplaced faith. O come, 

O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel! 

Millennia of waiting, of children who did not live up 

to their parents’ hopes, of false messiahs, of the serpent 

slithering around heart after heart—it was a lot of wait-

ing. But all along, we had the Gospel. We had the good 

news of God’s faithfulness, His plan of salvation. And 

now, Emmanuel has come to you, O Israel! 

The Wisdom from on high, the Lord of might, the 

Branch of Jesse’s tree, the Key of David, the Dayspring 

from on high, the Desire of Nations has come to you, O 

Israel. Again and again as His people waited, the Lord 

told the good news. He chronicled the history, chanted 

the Psalms, raised the laments, weaving His good news 

through it all. But now in these last days, He has spoken 

the Word made flesh. Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel! 

There remains some waiting in each life of faith. The 

greatest wait, however, the mournful, lowly exile, is 

over, for the Son of God has appeared. Emmanuel, Em-

manuel, is God with us forevermore. He has made safe 

the way that leads on high, and closed the path of mis-

ery. Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel has come to you, O Isra-

el!  
 

 

We pray 
We praise You, O Lord, true hope and salvation! We 

praise You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 


