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Wait for  

the LORD 

“My soul waits for the Lord more than 

watchmen for the morning, more than 

watchmen for the morning.”  

 - Psalm 130:6 

 

2020 Advent Devotions 

December 14—19 
 

featuring 

The Patience of Job 
by Rev. Andy Guagenti 

The Thorn in the Flesh 
by Rev. Dr. Richard J. Serina, Jr. 

A Place for My Name 
by Rev. Jonathan Mueller 

Hannah’s Prayer 
by Rev. Daniel Guagenti 



December 14, 2020 
 

The Patience of Job 
Job 6:1-13 

 
The patience of Job has always been considered an 

attribute to be admired. God offered Job, a blameless 

and upright man, to be a champion against the claims of 

the devil. And even after the devil has taken all from 

him, Job did not curse God. 

Yet as Job’s friends tried to comfort him, we see Job 

becoming less and less patient. “What is my strength, 

that I should wait? And what is my end, that I should be 

patient?” (Job 6:11) They insisted it is because Job has 

sinned and he must repent. Job knows they have 

wrongly accused him. He has offered sacrifices for him-

self and others; he has offered comfort for others. Job 

feared God and turned away from evil. Yet in his suffer-

ing, he questioned, “Why?” 

As Christians we are often presented with the ques-

tions about why God would allow disasters or pandem-

ics to happen. We may be tempted to say it was because 

of sin. But God rebuked the foolish counselors who of-

fered that possibility to Job. God answered Job in an un-

expected way. He asked Job if he creates, sustains, pro-

vides, understands or defeats the devil, pictured as the 

leviathan. That is when Job recognized his unworthi-

ness. “I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but 

now my eye sees you; therefore I despise myself, and 

repent in dust and ashes,” cries Job. (Job 42:5,6) God 

then demonstrated one attribute to Job: love. He re-

stored and doubled all Job’s possessions and home and 

provided ten more children. 

Today we wait and perhaps ask, “How long? Why?” 

We have our answer. We have received our own Cham-

pion against sin, death and the devil. Jesus came as a 

baby and will come again in all His glory, clothed with 

power, wisdom, and understanding. He will demon-

strate His great love as He takes us into His home, cre-

ated for us. He will restore His creation and His people 

in that last day. 

 
We pray 

For we are glad when we are weak and You are strong. 

Your restoration is what we pray for (2 Cor. 13:9). 

Thanks be to Jesus, our Redeemer. 

December 19, 2020 
 

The Other Waiting 
1 Samuel 1:21-2:1 

 
We usually think of the frustration of waiting in the 

are-we-there-yet category. Time rankles us as we wait 

for something that hasn’t yet happened. 

There is another kind of waiting, I think, in which we 

are rankled because something is happening, but we are 

left outside. We wait through that absence, helpless. 

For many women, the choice to give a child up for 

adoption confronts that second kind of waiting. For the 

rest of her life, the birth mother will know there is a 

child out there living apart from her, finding another 

woman to be her mother. The burden of all that time of 

exile is a real misery. Bearing that burden for the child’s 

sake can be a wondrously loving sacrifice. 

Hannah longed for motherhood. Yet the Lord knew 

what Samuel must be:  the last judge, the great prophet, 

anointer of the line of David. That calling began when 

Samuel was a child in the house of Eli. To do all he did 

required Hannah’s sacrifice and Eli’s adoption. 

Hannah gave Israel a unique leader in a critical time. 

She did not just give Samuel as an infant. She donated 

the rest of her life, waiting on the outside of the life of a 

son she loved, a son she gave away. 

Adoption is at the center of God’s plan of salvation. 

Jesus Himself was adopted. Having paid for our sins on 

the cross and risen again, Jesus gave His apostles the 

miracle of Baptism, by which we may all be adopted into 

the family of God. While water is poured to illustrate the 

cleansing work of the Spirit, the very Name of God is 

placed upon us. “He predestined us for adoption to 

Himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 

purpose of His will” (Eph. 1:5). 

As Hannah gave Samuel a new life he could not have 

without her sacrifice, in Baptism we receive the new life 

Jesus purposed by His sacrifice, a life eternal in the 

midst of a loving family. 
 

We pray 
Father, we pray with Hannah, “The Lord raises up the 

poor from the dust; He lifts the needy from the ash heap 

to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of hon-

or” (1 Sam. 2:8) and we give thanks for this privilege of 

adoption in Your Name. Amen. 



December 18, 2020 
 

Biological Clock Ticking 
1 Samuel 1:1-20 

 
Hannah felt she had a purpose: to be a mother. She 

watched the women around her fulfill that purpose. 

She, however, had to wait. 

It takes quite a bit of waiting to get a full grown hu-

man being. Biologists remind parents of teenagers that 

their bodies may seem grown, but the human brain is 

not fully developed until age 25. Previous societies 

looked at the investment needed to raise children and 

honored women for the special roles they seemed de-

signed to fill. 

The other side of that honor meant women like 

Hannah were left feeling purposeless and dishonored. 

Still today when a woman who has success in other 

parts of her life “hears her biological clock ticking,” she is 

wrestling with the fact that the special powers of giving 

life, nursing, raising, fostering—some of these powers 

can be time-limited. 

What if I feel I have a talent but am not put in a posi-

tion to use that talent? It is an agony. All human beings 

wrestle with a feeling of purpose that doesn’t seem to 

match our circumstances. 

Sometimes it helps to step back. What does it mean 

that a feeling of purpose can hold such power over us? 

Why can’t we just shake that “I was meant for…” and as 

lusty animals simply eat, drink, and be merry? 

That very feeling of purpose should point us to the 

reality of our Creator. He has made us purposefully. And 

so Hannah knew what to do with her own feelings of 

frustrated purpose. She prayed. 

I do not know how long you will wait, perhaps long-

er than Hannah, perhaps sooner than Hannah. But we 

both know Who does know. Seek Him. 

Indeed, when God Himself became one of us, He 

had a strange purpose. He came to die for our sins. At 

one point, Jesus cried out about His purpose, “How 

great is my distress until it is accomplished” (Luke 12:50). 

He understands our frustration, and He brings purpose 

out of suffering, not unlike a newborn child! 
 

We pray 
Father, we thank and praise You for we are fearfully 

made. Wondrous are Your works! Amen. 

December 15, 2020 
 

Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh 
2 Corinthians 12:5-10 

 
St. Paul speaks of a “thorn in the flesh” and a 

“messenger of Satan” sent to prevent him from being 

conceited. We don’t know what that “thorn” is. Most 

speculate that it was a health problem, maybe some-

thing like epilepsy or an eye disease. It may have been 

something he suffered due to beatings he received for 

proclaiming the gospel. We simply don’t know.  

What we do know is that St. Paul believed his afflic-

tion was for the better because it made him ever more 

dependent upon God for mercy and help in his time of 

need. Rather than boasting about his accomplishments 

as an apostle, preacher, missionary, evangelist, and de-

fender of the faith, he could instead boast in Jesus Christ 

and what Jesus Christ had done through him—even in 

spite of him! He no doubt wanted to be free of his 

weakness, yet it served as a constant reminder to him: 

he needed Christ more than the church needed him.  

What St. Paul confessed regarding this thorn in the 

flesh is admittedly difficult for us to acknowledge today. 

We live in a culture that elevates success at all costs. We 

were told since childhood how smart and capable and 

creative and important we were, how we can chart our 

own course and make our own way and become what-

ever we want to become. Yet what has that done for us? 

How has it strengthened our faith or made us more like 

our Lord? Has it caused us to have confidence in our-

selves rather than in Jesus Christ? 

Would it not be better for us if our plans and visions 

failed, yet our faith and trust in Christ our Lord grew? To 

St. Paul, the answer is clear: “For the sake of Christ, 

then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I 

am strong” (2 Cor. 12:10). 

 

 

 

 
 

We pray 
Heavenly Father, give us faith and sure confidence in 

You, that we might not look to our changing circum-

stances in life, but to Your certain promises. 



December 16, 2020 
 

Forwarding Address 
Deuteronomy 12:5 

 

In the days before Facebook, friendships could be 

lost when school came to an end. At graduation, friends 

had to part ways. Of course, your friends still existed 

somewhere, even if you didn’t see them anymore. But 

unless you had their new address, you’d have a hard 

time maintaining a friendship.  

Some think our relationship with God is similar. You 

know He’s out there, somewhere. But how can you get 

hold of Him? You can pray. But like dropping a postcard 

in the mailbox, it’s not always clear that He’s getting the 

message. And where is God talking to you?  

When their wandering was over, the Israelites pre-

pared to enter the Promised Land. It was their gradua-

tion day. Would God’s constant presence during the 

past 40 years come to an end? 

But like a friend who gives you his new address, 

God gave the Israelites His new address—a temple in 

Jerusalem. Until that temple was built the Israelites con-

tinued to find Him at His old residence, the tabernacle. 

But eventually God would have a permanent place with 

Israel. God’s promise of a temple meant His relationship 

with Israel would continue.  

That was the promise for Israel. But what about us? 

As the angels once proclaimed to shepherds, you will 

now find God where Jesus is:  a baby in Bethlehem; on 

the cross outside Jerusalem; in the bread and wine at 

the communion table; in his Word, recorded in Scrip-

ture. Jesus is God’s address. Whenever you need Him, 

Jesus is where God can be found. Like Israel’s promised 

temple, Jesus’ presence with us is proof that our friend-

ship with God will not end. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray 
Holy Father, as You once promised the Israelites that 

You would establish a permanent place among them, 

You also promised us a place where we can find You. 

Help us to always seek You where Jesus is. Amen.   

December 17, 2020 
 

In the Father’s House 
1 Kings 8:6-11 

 

A home is important. A place to rest, a place to be-

long—this is home.  

God promised to give the Israelites a home. He first 

made this promise to Abraham. God said He would give 

Abraham’s descendants a homeland. Abraham himself 

went to this country, but he only wandered through it. It 

was not yet his home.  

Abraham’s descendants also wandered through this 

land that was promised, but not yet home, until they 

entered Egypt. There they were foreigners. Egypt was 

not their home either. They left and wandered in the 

desert for 40 years. Still, they had no home. Finally, they 

returned to the place God promised to Abraham. But 

the land was not quite home. Something else was still 

needed.  

The Promised Land finally became Israel’s home 

when God entered His temple. Finally, God had a per-

manent place with His people. When God was at home, 

then His people were, too.  

More than a thousand years passed between God’s 

first promise to Abraham and the construction of the 

temple by Solomon. For all those years God’s people 

had no home. But when the temple was complete, God 

came to live with His people. Then Israel was at home.   

Once, we too waited for a home. We wandered 

through the world without a permanent place. But in 

Christ God fulfilled His promise. At the first Christmas, 

God Himself came to dwell with us. Now, where Christ 

is, we are home. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray 
Holy Father, once You were at home in Your temple. 

Now You live among us in Your Son Jesus. Though we 

may wander through this world, always guide us back to 

Jesus, our home. Amen.   


