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Wait for  

the LORD 

“For evildoers shall be cut off, but those 

who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land!”  

 - Psalm 37:9 

 

2020 Advent Devotions 

December 7—12 

 

featuring 

Joseph’s Rest Stop 
by Rev. David Tannahill 

Israel in Egypt 
by Rev. Eric Brown 

Destination: Rome 
by Rev. Daniel Guagenti 

 



December 7, 2020 
 

Not Simply Stuck in Traffic 
Genesis 39:21 

 
Have you ever found yourself crawling along with 

cars backed up on the highway? As you round each cor-

ner you wonder, “Will things now begin to pick up?” 

However, just about then traffic slows back down as 

you stare at the long line of red tail lights. 

Joseph may have found himself asking a similar 

question. Having dreamt the day would come when all, 

even his brothers, would bow before him, it wasn’t clear 

where this would lead. However, it did become clear 

that it wasn’t about to happen anytime soon. Instead of 

throwing him up onto their shoulders, his brothers 

threw him into a cistern and left him for dead.  

What followed next must have felt like sitting in 

start-and-stop traffic for thirteen years. Sold into slav-

ery, he was taken to Egypt, where he became a servant 

to a high-ranking official. However, his master’s wife 

accused him falsely of impropriety and he was thrown 

into prison. 

Things looked like they might turn a corner. God 

enabled him to interpret the dreams of an incarcerated 

servant from Pharaoh’s court. However, once exonerat-

ed, the servant forgot him. 

Two years later, Joseph was summoned to interpret 

Pharaoh’s dreams. Given success by God, he was raised 

to the governorship of Egypt.  

While it may felt as if he as sitting in traffic for thir-

teen years, things were actually moving forward in ways 

that were not obvious at the time when they were tak-

ing place. God brought him exactly where he need to be 

at the exact right time. During all of it, we’re assured, 

“the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast 

love” (Gen. 39:21 NIV). God spared Jacob’s line from fam-

ine and kept the promise He made to send us our Savior 

whose birth we’re preparing to celebrate. 

Paul reminds us, “When the time had fully come, 

God sent His Son” (Gal. 4:4 NIV). His life, death and res-

urrection assure you that the Lord is with you and you 

also have His steadfast love.  

We pray 
Loving Savior, assure me always that while I may not 

foresee what comes around the corner each day, You 

do, and You are with me. Amen. 

December 12, 2020 
 

All-Expenses-Paid 
Acts 28:11-31 

 
He moves in mysterious ways all right. Paul finally 

gets to Rome by setting his face eastward to Jerusalem. 

Paul finally gets to Rome in order to make disciples of 

Jews! 

Paul does not get to Rome by his own labor. His en-

emies, wanting to end the spread of the Gospel, push 

Paul onto the boat headed to the most influential city in 

the world. 

Brothers and sisters, delight in the ways of the Lord. 

“They dug a pit in my way, but they have fallen into it 

themselves” (Ps. 57:6). 

Paul is arrested, appeals to Caesar, and now it is on 

the Roman denarius that he gets his all-expenses-paid 

trip to Rome. 

We should not be surprised. Paul and we also have 

an all-expenses-paid trip in store. Jesus paid for all our 

sins, all our griefs. He saved us entirely and has opened 

the portal to life eternal, to the new Jerusalem. 

As Paul had fixed his eye on Jerusalem, knowing that 

way led to rejection and imprisonment (Acts 20:22-23), 

he followed the Lord who had first blazed that trail 

(Luke 9:22,51). Indeed, it is not just apostles who would 

do well to follow the cross-laden way. “If anyone would 

come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23). 

Some of the best trails in Daniel Boone National 

Forest have at their start plaques remembering the peo-

ple who have fallen from the rocks at trail’s end. Upon 

seeing these, holding my four year-old daughter’s hand, 

my unamused wife said, “Oh, you were serious about 

people dying on these trails.” Yes, but, if you aren’t hors-

ing around, you will be fine. 

Jesus’ trail is different. The danger is not hidden, but 

on this trail it’s precisely by losing our lives that we re-

ceive the all-expenses-paid journey home. 

 

We pray 
Born Thy people to deliver; / Born a child and yet a 

king! / Born to reign in us forever, / Now Thy gracious 

kingdom bring. / By Thine own eternal Spirit / Rule in all 

our hearts alone; / By Thine all-sufficient merit / Raise us 

to Thy glorious throne! Amen. (LSB 338) 



December 11, 2020 
 

Paul’s Bucket List 
Romans 1:8-12 

 
The Apostle Paul was used to being the vanguard to 

the Gentiles. He kept pushing west, breaking new 

ground, then circling back and reestablishing the 

churches he planted. 

He wanted to travel to Rome. The center of the an-

cient world had such influence and reach. A strong 

church there could give the Gospel further avenues into 

all the world. He was eager to get to Rome. 

Like Peter on Easter morning, Paul would not win 

the race to Rome. The Gospel outran the apostle. Sure-

ly, Paul is not just being diplomatic when he writes, “I 

thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, be-

cause your faith is proclaimed in all the world” (Rom. 

1:8). He had not gotten there first, but the truth was 

planted and growing, praise God! Paul did not begrudge 

other planters, but saw in the growth the hand of God’s 

grace (1 Cor. 3:5-9). 

Consider the delays Paul faced. Each day in prison 

meant no further travel west. A different man may have 

sat sullen, stagnant. Paul, however, continued his labors. 

In other words, it is because Paul could not get to 

Rome fast enough that he wrote Romans. We have the 

masterpiece Epistle to the Romans as Paul’s Plan B.  

“I want you to know, brothers, that what has hap-

pened to me has really served to advance the Gospel,” 

Paul was given to recognize (Phil. 1:12).  

Many of us have big plans, things we dream to be 

able to accomplish. And yet, in the mystery of God’s 

providence and grace, often the things we do while we 

wait turn out to be greater blessings than our own plans 

and wishes. 

“Nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will,” Jesus 

concluded in Gethsemane. As we wait for the Lord’s 

grace to be revealed in full, He alone knows what grace 

will come from today’s little labors. Sometimes our 

shackled limbs, sometimes crucified limbs, bring innu-

merable blessings. 
 

We pray 
Lord, give us zeal to serve in Your kingdom, whether we 

water, plant, or stand and wait. We praise Your gracious 

providence, eager to see Your kingdom come. Amen. 

December 8, 2020 
 

No Other Route 
Genesis 50:20 

 
“You can’t get there from here." As The Free Diction-

ary notes, this is the “catchphrase said jokingly when 

someone asks directions to get to a place that can be 

reached only by a circuitous route." However, in Jo-

seph’s case, it was true.  

The favoritism shown to Joseph by his father, Jacob, 

didn’t sit well with his brothers. It also didn’t help that 

the spoiled sibling seemed to flaunt this preferential 

treatment. This didn’t excuse how they treated him, but 

it set into motion events by which God took him on an 

important journey which would bring him to this very 

day. And it would be hard to imagine Joseph having 

come to this point by any other route. 

Joseph knew from his dream that the day would 

come when his brothers would bow down before him. 

However, he might never have imagined it would come 

about in the manner that it did. The waiting was not 

wasted. God moved Joseph from haughty to humble. 

Joseph recognized the hand of God at work. It may 

not have been clear where this road was taking him, but 

it all came into focus looking back. When reunited with 

his brothers who were expecting retribution, Joseph 

told them, “You intended to harm me, but God intended 

it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the 

saving of many lives” (Gen. 50:20 NIV). God kept them 

alive and preserved the line from which would come the 

Savior. 

When Jesus was nailed to the cross, it was with the 

intent that the world would be rid of Him. Nevertheless, 

God intended it for good, to accomplish the saving of 

the world. For us, and for our salvation, He came down 

from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man. There was no other way 

to rescue us from our sins except by this route which 

took our Savior from Mary’s womb, to the manger and 

to the cross, to the empty tomb, and to the right hand of 

God.  

 

We pray 
Loving Savior, thank You for making this extraordinary 

trip and for bringing us to everlasting life with You. 

Amen.  



December 9, 2020 
 

Did You Forget Us? 
Exodus 1:8 

 
The people of Egypt forgot, and the children of Isra-

el suffered for it. Joseph had saved Egypt from famine, 

and because of this his whole family was welcomed and 

celebrated. But in the course of time this was forgotten, 

and the children of Israel were enslaved. And not just 

for a brief time—they were enslaved for generations. 

So they had to wait. They waited years until Moses 

was born. But even then they had to wait. The deliver-

ance didn't happen when Moses was young and strong 

in Pharaoh's household. Moses being strong and killing 

an oppressor only got him exiled. The wait would go on. 

Moses was an old man when God sent him back from 

exile into Egypt to lead the children of Israel out. But in 

all that time of waiting, God had not forgotten nor ig-

nored His people. Rather, He was making His prepara-

tions to deliver and rescue them, to fulfill His promises. 

God knew their suffering, and God knows ours. God 

will relieve and rescue our sufferings when it is right and 

good for Him to do so. He knows even if we don't. He is 

making preparations and plans that we are not (and of-

ten cannot) be aware of. So instead of wondering about 

the things we don’t know, we are directed to His sure 

and certain words of promise. In Christ Jesus your sins 

are forgiven and you have everlasting life. While none of 

us know the twists and turns that may come, we know 

where we end up: with Jesus eternally. And this is what 

we remember while we wait. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray 
Heavenly Father, do not forget us in our suffering, and 

keep us from forgetting Your salvation when we are be-

set by fears. In Jesus' Name, Amen. 

December 10, 2020 
 

Did You Remember? 
Exodus 20:2 

 

When God delivered His people, He delivered them. 

There were plagues and armies chasing them through 

the Red Sea and there was manna and all those won-

drous things. God delivered His people. Finally, He 

brought them to Sinai, where He would give them the 

Ten Commandments. 

We forget how the Ten Commandments begin. 

They don’t just start with the First Commandment; they 

begin by God reiterating that He is the God who has 

rescued and redeemed His people. The commandments 

don’t earn us God’s favor and rescue; rather, God has 

rescued us and wants us to enjoy being His rescued and 

redeemed people. 

The exodus is full of stories of people not wanting to 

enjoy God’s rescue and blessings, yet God remains 

faithful to them and delivers them. Our lives are often 

tales of us not wanting to enjoy the blessings and res-

cues from evil that God has worked in our lives. That’s 

what sin is—a desire to throw ourselves back into bond-

age and slavery to our passions and desires. 

But God is determined to rescue you anyway. God is 

faithful and just to cleanse you from all unrighteous-

ness. He is your God, and He isn’t going to share you 

with sin or with Satan. Jesus has won you from them by 

His death and resurrection. He has claimed you as His 

own in Holy Baptism, and He isn’t going to abandon 

you. So He will show you your sin and make you repent 

of it (that’s what these Commandments are for), but not 

to destroy you. No, because He has rescued you, and 

He wants you to know that you are rescued by Him. 
 

 

 

 

 

We pray 
Come, Thou, Fount of ev’ry blessing, / Tune my heart to 

sing Thy grace; / Streams of mercy, never ceasing, / Call 

for songs of loudest praise. / While the hope of endless 

glory / Fills my heart with joy and love, / Teach me ever 

to adore Thee; / May I still Thy goodness prove. Amen.

(LSB 686) 


