
Contributors 
 

Rev. Matthew Brackman 

Peace Lutheran Church, Texas City, TX 

 

Rev. Eric Brown 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Herscher, IL 

 

Rev. Andy Guagenti 

Emeritus 

 

Rev. Daniel Guagenti 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Shelbyville, KY 

 

Rev. Jon Mueller 

Peace Lutheran Church, Louisville, KY 

Risen Lord Lutheran Church, Taylorsville, KY 

 

Rev. Dr. Richard J. Serina, Jr. 

Commission on Theology and Church Relations,  

St. Louis, MO  

 

Rev. David Tannahill 

Emeritus 

 

Editors 

Alena Guagenti 

Rev. Daniel Guagenti 

Wait for  

the LORD 

“Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your 

heart take courage; wait for the LORD!”  

 - Psalm 27:14 

 

2020 Advent Devotions 

November 30—December 5 

featuring 

Brought to Laughter 
by Rev. Daniel Guagenti 

Joshua’s Conquest 
by Rev. Matthew Brackman 

David’s House 
by Rev. Jonathan Mueller 

Jonah’s Shade 
by Rev. Daniel Guagenti 



November 30, 2020 
 

Abraham &Sarah Waiting 
Genesis 17:1-21 

 
Is waiting active or passive? Consider this. The boy 

at a dance who walks right up to a girl and asks her to 

dance is active. The boy who sits in the corner nervously 

is passive. What about a boy who knows which girl he 

wants to ask, who doesn’t want to dance with any other 

girl, who waits for her to arrive, and only then walks 

over to her to ask? Was his waiting active or passive? 

This is no philosophical question holding little rele-

vance. It is a question that cuts to the core of a faith 

which preaches, “We are saved by grace, through faith, 

apart from works.” 

Consider Abraham and Sarah. They were promised 

that through their child, all the nations would be 

blessed. For years, they remained barren. For years, 

they received no son. 

They did not wait patiently that whole time. Sarah 

threw up her hands and urged Abraham to take her 

maidservant. Through Hagar, she urged, God’s promise 

would come true. This is where that “apart from works” 

clause comes in. God’s promise did not need Abraham’s 

“help.” As always, adultery sows weeds in the family gar-

den, choking the young. The nations were not blessed 

by Ishmael. 

Abraham and Sarah had to wait for the Lord. This 

waiting is not the killing-time dullness that asks, “What 

else is there to do?” The boy at the dance, reserving 

himself, looks and cranes his neck and hopes and looks 

again. He expects. He is eager. He actively, continually 

chooses temporary passivity for the sake of the be-

loved. 

God loves you and is watching out for you. He 

teaches us through His people’s story to wait for Him.  

The active choice to wait passively for Him is part of 

faith. It’s not nothing-doing, as if there is nothing else 

we can do. We expect. We are eager. We laugh, even, 

for He will bring to pass what He has said. 

 

We pray 
Lord, teach us to wait in hope. Fill us with the joy of 

Your Spirit that we laugh at the wonder of Your promis-

es, for we know Your word is true and all You promise 

comes to pass. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

December 5, 2020 
 

Jonah Seeks the Shade 
Jonah 4:1-11 

 
Thank God for prayers He does not simply rubber 

stamp “Yes”! 

Jonah’s prayer in 4:2-4 is a jaw-dropper. He begins 

by saying, “I told you so.” He told God Almighty? Jonah’s 

anger at God’s mercy towards Nineveh has the 

prophet’s head turned around. 

Next he quotes Moses (Ex. 34:6) to show how doc-

trinally sound he is. Except if Jonah truly believed the 

very thing he quoted, he could wait for more mercy in-

stead of stew in an ungodly wrath. 

He mouths the words of Torah but does not yet be-

lieve. Instead, he is petulant and asks to die. Of course, 

because God is “abounding in steadfast love,” He does 

not rubber-stamp Jonah’s request to die. Rather, He 

gives Jonah a little mercy, a shade plant to cool him. 

Then God gives Jonah a taste of what it would be 

like if He rubber-stamped “Yes.” What if God destroyed 

Nineveh, destroyed Jonah? To give a taste, the Lord de-

stroys Jonah’s vine. 

Jonah spits out, “I do well to be angry, angry enough 

to die” (4:9). It was not the shade of a plant which would 

truly comfort Jonah. Jonah needed to find the shade of 

the wings of the Merciful One. He needed the heat of 

his anger to subside. He needed to let go the desire to 

see his enemies suffer. 

Jonah’s prayer was jaw-dropping, but not a bad 

prayer. Oh, his request was a bad one. His hunger for 

slaughter was bad. But in his prayer, Jonah wrestles with 

Scripture. And in His answer, the Lord teaches Jonah to 

grasp that Scripture more firmly. What does it mean 

that He is “gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disas-

ter”? Don’t just mouth those glorious words. Believe 

them and find the life within them! 

Indeed that mercy is not just for Nineveh, not just 

for Jonah, but Jesus knew, “I, when I am lifted up from 

the earth, will draw all people to myself” (Jn. 12:32). 

 

 

We pray 
Cool our angers, gracious God, in the shade of Your 

wings of mercy. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 



December 4, 2020 
 

The House Built for David 
2 Samuel 7:1-13 

 
Without doubt, David was Israel’s greatest king. He 

defeated all of Israel’s enemies. And having won victory 

on the battlefield, David intended to build a temple for 

God. To David, this seemed like the right thing to do.   

But God had other plans. Instead of David, the tem-

ple would be built by Solomon, David’s successor. The 

reason for God’s rejection is not entirely clear. Years 

later, when David is giving his final instructions to Solo-

mon before his death, David says that God didn’t want 

him to build the temple because he had shed too much 

blood (2 Chron. 22:8). But this is not part of God’s mes-

sage to David about the temple (2 Sam. 7, 1 Chron. 17). 

What is clear is that God’s temple would not be built 

by David. What David expected did not come to pass.  

Sometimes, God’s promises are not fulfilled as we 

expected. We may struggle to find reasons for why God 

is doing what He is doing. Have we failed? Did we make 

God angry? 

Sometimes, things don’t go the way we expect be-

cause God has something better in mind. David ex-

pected to build a temple for God. This was not God’s 

plan. But God also gave David something David did not 

expect. God promised David a descendent who would 

establish his kingdom forever.  

This descendant wasn’t Solomon. This descendant 

was Jesus. David wanted to build a temple for God, 

which did not happen. Instead, God was going to do 

something for David. God was giving David a Savior.  

Sometimes, God does not fulfill His promises as we 

expect. Sometimes, God does better.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We pray 
Holy Father, You often do not work as we expect. Help 

us to look past our disappointment, that we may see 

Your great gifts to us. Amen.  

December 1, 2020 
 

The Advent of Laughter 
Genesis 21:1-7 

 
Sarah was ninety years old when Isaac was born. His 

name means “laughter” and was a loaded term for his 

parents. “Everyone who hears will laugh over me,” Sarah 

marveled. She who once laughed skeptically now 

laughed wondrously. The joke continued as she lived 

out the miracle. “Who would have said to Abraham that 

Sarah would nurse children?” 

How long did the joke stay funny for Sarah? “Who 

would have thought Sarah would burp a child? Did you 

think Abraham would change diapers when he’s old 

enough to wear them again himself?” I suspect Abraham 

and Sarah kept laughing year after year. 

A writer once mused that actually the Bible doesn’t 

record any miraculous births. Isaac, Samuel, and Sam-

son all proceeded through the birth canal like any other 

birth. It is miraculous conceptions that the Bible collects, 

prophesying the Virgin, um, Conception. 

We might be tempted to concede the point, only to 

hear Sarah’s laughter break in. “You think this ninety-

year-old birth canal didn’t need some miracle power to 

move that child, that these breasts just naturally 

dropped milk?” 

It’s not a greeting card line to insist that, in fact, eve-

ry birth is a miracle. Every birth finally reveals to the 

world the face of one more made in the image of God. 

And Isaac, of all those born, was sealed in a covenant 

promise to bless all nations. Laughter made flesh re-

vealed how God would work among His people and for 

the nations. He would accomplish what men and wom-

en absolutely cannot. We broke His moral laws, cor-

rupting creation. To rescue us, He would suspend His 

natural laws, teaching us to look for new creation. 

So, no matter your age, no matter your sense of 

powerlessness, no matter your sins or barrenness, He 

will come to you and make you new. He has adopted 

you in Baptism, sealed you with His Spirit, and now 

nurses you in His Word. You will rise a new creation! 

 

We pray 
Your mercies are new every morning, precious Savior. 

Fill us with the joy of our salvation, wondering at Your 

faithfulness, generation to generation. Amen. 



December 2, 2020 
 

Joshua’s Forty Year Delay 
Numbers 13:30-33; 14:20-38 

 
Joshua takes one longing, last look across the Jordan 

to the land now to be denied him for forty years be-

cause the others lacked faith and declares, “I’ll be back.” 

He then sets his face toward the wilderness and the for-

ty-year journey which will return him to this very spot.  

I made this up, but I can imagine Joshua doing two 

things before he leaves the shores of the Jordan. I see 

him lamenting, “If only you believed!” Then I see him let-

ting go of his frustration with his fellow Israelites, say-

ing, “I’ll be back.” He is looking forward with eyes of faith 

to God fulfilling His promise. He would wander for forty 

years. He would watch every man and woman over the 

age of twenty die in the wilderness. They would forever 

have the grit of sand in their teeth and never know the 

milk and honey of that fair land. He would always keep 

an eye towards the Promised Land. He knew it was 

there. They all knew. They weren’t lost. They were de-

nied. Joshua was promised along with the children 

whom the unfaithful Israelites thought would end up in 

giants’ stew pots.  

What would keep Joshua going through the days of 

walking, the plagues, the snakes, and the battles? Hope. 

The sure and certain hope that God would deliver the 

Promised Land into his hands at the appointed time. 

The weariness of travel is only for a time. The sand in his 

teeth is only an inconvenience. The promise carries him 

on. Faith leads him on, and his faith—his hope—

becomes a reality. 

What is true for Joshua is true for you and me. We 

journey through the wilderness of this fallen world. Eve-

ry struggle great and small is temporary. We have 

glimpses of the Promised Land in Word and Sacrament, 

hymns and prayers. We have the sure and certain hope 

of seeing the God of our salvation face to face. God has 

promised, and God will deliver. 

 

 
 

We pray 
God of our salvation, let us see with eyes of faith the 

true Promised Land of Your Kingdom. Strengthen us on 

the journey and bring us home. Amen. 

December 3, 2020 
 

Joshua Awarded Rest 
Joshua 1:1-18 

 
Cue the Rocky music. Joshua and the Canaanites are 

ready to rumble. Joshua thought he was ready for this 

fight in the prime of his youth forty years ago. He’s now 

age 70, give or take, but the forty years wandering in the 

wilderness have toughened him. He relies even more 

heavily upon God, who will truly bring the victory. 

Notice how God tells Joshua to be courageous even 

when God is about to fulfill His promise to deliver Josh-

ua’s enemies and their land into his hands. God tells 

Joshua to be courageous three times in this first chapter 

as he enters to possess the Promised Land. 

God tells Joshua to be courageous because this will 

be a fight. He is not to be dismayed by the strong enemy 

as the Israelites were forty years ago. He will need to 

overcome weaknesses and challenges within his own 

ranks as the battles go on. His courage and faith will be 

tested. He certainly shouts with joy as the Lord brings 

victory upon victory. I’m sure he muttered a bit under 

his breath at setbacks caused by the people’s unwilling-

ness or lack of courage to follow through with the 

Lord’s commands. 

In due time Joshua knows rest. Much of the land is 

secure. You’ll have to read more to learn why not all of it 

was held fast. He has lived to see the Lord’s promise 

fulfilled. He has seen the Lord bring victory to His peo-

ple. In the end, Joshua is 110 years old and enters into 

the true Promised Land of God’s Kingdom. He sees his 

Savior face to face. He waits a little longer for the ulti-

mate fulfillment where every enemy will be placed un-

der the feet of the one who is a greater conqueror than 

Joshua, namely, Yeshua, or Jesus. 

Joshua’s namesake, Christ the Lord, showed ulti-

mate trust in the meaning of their shared name:  “The 

LORD saves.” That faith gave courage to bear the cross. 

Jesus’ conquering came first by His own loss of life. But 

in conquering death through the cross, He opened our 

rest. “So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the peo-

ple of God, for whoever has entered God’s rest has also 

rest from his works as God did from His” (Heb. 4:9-10). 

We pray 
Thank You, O God, for fulfilling Your promises. Contin-
ue to be with and bless us as Your people. Let us rejoice 
in the victories You give now. Grant us a measure of rest 
presently, and let us look with eager anticipation to the 

day You bring complete victory over our enemies. 
Amen. 


