
Then He opened their minds to understand 

the Scriptures. 

April 12, 2020 Read Luke 24: 44-53  

Easter started with an open grave. A group of women came 
to the tomb to embalm Jesus’ body properly. Joseph of Arima-
thea and Nicodemus had brought 75 pounds’ worth of spices be-
tween the two of them (John 19:39). Either the women did not 
know this, wanted to ensure the two men had done things right, 
or in their grief were simply reverting to custom and tradition to 
get them through the time. But when they arrived at the tomb, 
the stone was rolled away and the body was gone.  

Easter continued with opened eyes. Mary of Magdala, the 
woman cured of her demonic oppression by Jesus (Luke 8:2), 
sees a man she believes is the gardener. Adam and Eve tried to 
hide from God in the Garden; this time, Eve’s daughter is trying 
to find him. “Mary,” Jesus says, and she sees who this man truly 
is—her Lord, risen from the dead. 

By the end of the day, Easter becomes about opened minds. 
Everything written about Jesus in the five books of Moses, in the 
prophets, and in the writings—including the psalms—has now 
been fulfilled. The Hebrew Bible—the Old Testament—is no 
longer a book of interesting things, but a book about the promis-
es God has made to save His fallen people through His Messiah, 
His Son Jesus. 

By nature, our minds are closed. That’s why our neighbors 
cannot bear the news we bring about a God who has died and 
risen for them. Only Jesus could roll away the stone. Only Jesus 
could open Mary’s eyes to see him rightly. And only Jesus, by His 
Spirit, can open our minds to known Him as our Lord.  

 - Rev. Charles St-Onge 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray 

Father of Life, we give thanks for the resurrection of Your Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. By His death He has defeated death, and by His rising again 
He has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Open our minds to 
believe all things written about Him in the Scriptures. Amen. 

Acts 8:1-4 James 1:22-27 Acts 16:1-15 

Holy Week 

The Word of the Lord Grows 

Forty Day Lent Devotions 

You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.  

James 2:14-17  Luke 24:44-53 



Those who had been scattered preached the 

word wherever they went. 

April 6, 2020 Read Acts 8:1-4 

I have a t-shirt with the slogan, “I took the road less traveled. 
Now where am I?” It’s a play on words from the Robert Frost 
poem, “The Road Not Taken.” Some of you may be where you 
always planned to be in life. Many of us look at where we are, 
scratch our heads, and wonder how we got here.  

The plans for many who lived in Jerusalem changed. Luke 
tells us, “On that day a great persecution broke out against the 
church at Jerusalem” (Acts 8:1). Suddenly their lives were up-
ended. Whatever expectations they had about their life, and 
where they were going to live, changed. This is also true for 
many people across the globe today.  

The forces that brought you to be where you are today may 
not have involved persecution. They may include a change in 
jobs or a painful divorce. In fact, they may have left you con-
fused, looking at your circumstances, and asking, “Where am I?” 

Despite the funny t-shirt slogan, the Robert Frost poem isn’t 
really about location. It’s about discovering the difference be-
tween conformity and following a different path. Instead of be-
ing defeated by their circumstances and abandoning their trust 
in Jesus, those displaced in the persecution shared the Gospel 
wherever they went. These folks weren’t lost. God had not aban-
doned them. Our Savior, His eternal love, the forgiveness of sins 
and everlasting life He accomplished for us on the cross, went 
with them. In a world of lost people, marching aimlessly to 
death, these folks knew by faith they were on their way to glory 
and wanted others to share this same hope. 

You and I may not always understand how we wound up 
where life has taken us. However, we can be assured our Savior 
is with us, and we can rejoice in the opportunity to tell others in 
this place of His love. 

  - Rev. David Tannahill 
 

 

We pray 

Gracious Savior, bless our missionaries in distant lands and strengthen me 
to share Your salvation here in this place. Amen. 

Cover image, Christo Redentor photographed by Mario Roberto Durán Ortiz, 4 February 2006, made available through Wikipedia. 

April 11, 2020 



Standing back from it, we can see. There is a remarkable 

sense of ownership. The Jews of Jesus’ day treated the things of 

God like they were theirs.  

Though Jesus was raising men from the dead, they still 

feared Rome would kill them if too many followed Jesus. “If we 

let Him go on like this, everyone will believe in Him, and the Ro-

mans will come and take away both our place and our na-

tion” (John 11:48). “Our place and our nation,” the Pharisees and 

chief priests feared. 

The money changers in the temple were a sign they thought 

of God’s House as theirs, their economy. The midnight trial, 

where Jesus was accused of blasphemy, showed how they 

thought of God’s dignity as theirs to define and defend. They lit-

erally tried to buy their God with thirty pieces of silver. 

It is this attitude of ownership that stagnates the church’s 

mission. Instead of seeing God’s grace as living waters, flowing 

generously, we fear what is ours will be taken. 

Jesus, however, was willing to pour out His life. He did not 

cling to His dignity, His place, His all. He gave and gave unto His 

last breath. 

Imagine that sight. The centurion has seen a lifeless corpse 

on the cross before. He is no soft man. He has no ownership of 

the Jewish hope, Jewish kingdom, Jewish God. 

But the centurion saw the Gospel, the good news of a man 

free in faith to give everything. “Truly, this man was the Son of 

God!” If the centurion was wrong in anyway, it was only in his 

verb tense, “was.” For God’s grace cannot be stopped even by 

death. Truly Jesus is the Son of God. 

  - Rev. Daniel Guagenti 
 

We pray 

Father, we thank You for giving Your Son. Jesus, we thank You for suffer-
ing and dying for us. Holy Spirit, we thank You for giving us faith. Amen.. 

When the centurion, who stood facing Him, 

saw that in this way He breathed His last, he 

said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”  

April 10, 2020 Read Mark 15:33-49 

God has a fondness for the fatherless. “Father of the father-
less and protector of widows is God in His holy habitation” (Ps. 
68:5). God adopts. The Gospel is about adoption. Salvation’s sto-
ry can’t be told apart from adoption. 

The Old Testament features an adopted leading man. Phar-
aoh’s daughter adopting Moses leads to the Hebrews ending up 
liberated. Compassion and assistance for orphans permeates the 
Law and the Prophets. 

Sin orphans. Our sinfulness orphans us. The devil’s ways 
don’t offer a better father. They promise no father at all. So that 
old homewrecker teaches us “independence.” He leads us to 
“autonomy,” “maturity,” “responsibility.” We abandon Him to 
whom we belong, acting as if we need neither His fellowship nor 
His wealth. 

But God doesn’t quit fathering. He claims us each like Abra-
ham out of self-imposed obscurity and idolatry. The Father for-
sakes His Only-Begotten (Matt. 27:46) to forgive and reconcile 
those disconnected from Him (Luke 23:34). Lone Son becomes 
as one disowned, atones, and makes outsiders heirs. His own 
received Him not. But to all who do receive Him by believing in 
His name, He gives the right to become real children of God 
(John 1:12-13). “You have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, 
by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Rom. 8:15). 

So Christians opened the world’s first orphanages. Our fore-
bears accepted foundlings into their homes, collected funds for 
their welfare, and established institutions for their upbringing. 
We still hold adoption as a holy vocation, extended to any Chris-
tian home rather than reserved exclusively for those struggling 
under infertility. We delight to imitate our own Almighty Father 
and serve children in need as well as their birth parents. We 
count every child as privilege, regarding none as possessions, 
not even those proceeding from our own bodies. 

  - Rev. Michael Salemink 

We pray 

Dear Father in heaven, let us make brothers and sisters of widows and 
orphans, finding together the grace that makes us Your own. Amen. 

 

Visit orphans and widows in their aff liction. 

Read James 1:22-27 April 7, 2020 



And the LORD opened her heart to pay  

attention to what was said by Paul. 

April 8, 2020 Read Acts 16:1-15 

Acts 16 starts with Paul floundering a bit. He and Barnabas 
had just split over a disagreement and decided to go their sepa-
rate ways. Then he picks up Timothy, and Timothy has to jump 
through hoops. Their plans to go to certain places get all hin-
dered. It’s going oddly and poorly. 

God sends them to Philippi, which is an odd place. There is 
no synagogue, and there are very few men who believe. One 
wouldn’t expect much success there. And yet, there Paul finds 
several faithful women, the chief being Lydia. Paul preaches, 
and the LORD opens Lydia’s heart. She is baptized, and a church 
is planted. It is a generous church, one to which an epistle is 
written later. All this happens not because of Paul’s brilliant 
planning, but rather simply because the Word is spoken and 
God creates faith. 

The preaching of the Gospel, whether locally or overseas, 
rarely goes according to our plan. Often there are twists and 
turns along the way, turns that we find annoying or flat-out 
think are bad. Yet the Word of the LORD does not return void to 
Him. When He wills, He will open the hearts of people—in His 
time, in the places of His choosing.  

Too often the temptation in the Church is to think that 
things revolve around our plans, our timetables, our goals. 
That’s not the way God works. Even Paul’s plans get turned up-
side down by God. Instead, God prepares people to hear the 
Word which He has proclaimed through us, through our con-
gregations, through our missionaries. He is in control of all of 
this, so we know that however messy things look, He will not 
fail! 

 - Rev. Eric Brown 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray 

Open the hearts of many, O LORD , that they would hear and join us in the 
joys of salvation.  Amen.  

With these words, St. James highlights an important truth 
about man: we are not simply spiritual creatures, like angels, 
but also beings of flesh. James dispels the notion that the work 
of the church is only on the spiritual level. He warns against the 
view that the church is separate from the fallen word and does 
not need to get herself involved with the ills of society. It is not 
enough to say that you have preached the Gospel, if you then 
ignore the physical needs of the hearer. 

Yes, Jesus came to save the lost from eternal death, having 
paid for our sins through His death on the cross of Calvary and 
granting us salvation by His resurrection. But that is not all our 
Lord did as He dwelt on this earth. When our Lord came across 
someone who was hurting, He provided for their physical needs 
in addition to their spiritual needs. He dealt with the hungry 
when He fed the 5000. He quieted fears when He calmed the 
storm. He brought joy to mourning when He raised the dead. 
Jesus even protected reputations when He changed water into 
wine. 

Jesus summed up the commandments with two imperatives: 
Love God and love your neighbor. We love God as we speak His 
Word truthfully and hold to the true doctrine of Scripture. We 
love our neighbor as we stand in the stead of Christ and feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, comfort the ill, and visit the impris-
oned. Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of 
God (Rom. 10:17); serving a meal at a soup kitchen will not in 
and of itself provide salvation. Yet it is by loving others as Jesus 
has first loved us (1 John 4:19) that we draw them to us so that 
we may have the opportunity to share the Gospel message. 

- Rev. William G. Sabol 
 

 

 

We pray 

Dear Lord, open our eyes and hearts to see the needs of our neighbors. 
Help us to share Your love with them, that we might be Your light in their 
darkness. Amen. 

If… one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be 

warmed and filled,” without giving them the 

things needed for the body, what good is that? 

Read James 2:14-17 April 9, 2020 


