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March 9-14 

The Word of the Lord Grows 

Forty Day Lent Devotions 

You brought a vine out of Egypt.... It sent out its 

branches to the sea and its shoots to the River…. 

Look down from heaven, and see; have regard 

for this vine. (Psalm 80) 

Philippians 4:1-9  Numbers 24:10-24 



And fear fell upon them all, and the name of 

the Lord Jesus was extolled. 

March 9, 2020 Read Acts 19:11-20 

There are a lot of different means by which the nations have 

been arrested and brought home to the Lord. We don’t often 

talk about evangelism by exorcism, but it was something Luke 

saw and reported in Acts. Where demonic powers are a fear in 

the world today, Jesus’ defeat of evil spirits still impresses. 

For some people in North America today, awareness of evil 

spirits may be limited to horror movie tropes. That is not the 

case in all parts of the world, and it is less and less the case in 

our own neighborhoods. As people increasingly experiment out-

side religious mainstreams, reports of demonic activity grow. 

Christians have nothing to fear. Our Lord’s dominant power 

over evil spirits cannot wane. 

It’s easy to speculate that this is why overt demonic activity 

fled to the shadows. In asymmetrical warfare, less powerful ar-

mies melt back among civilians, continuing war as guerillas. 

Should those guerillas don uniforms and form up for conven-

tional war, they would be squashed. 

In the same way, “one little word” can fell the whole horde of 

the devils. We invoke the name of Jesus and they are disarmed. 

Baptism is a full and effective missile shield, extinguishing their 

fiery darts. 

Jesus’ earthly ministry followed the path of the suffering 

servant. Now the Lamb is on the throne. When the His king-

dom’s march casts out demons, fear is part of the response. 

Our own faith, too, is an alloy of fear, love, and hope. We rec-

ognize the greatness of our God, are comforted by knowing He 

is for us, and hope for the day when we see how nothing can sep-

arate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

  - Rev. Daniel Guagenti 
 

We pray 

All glory to Your name, O Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God now 

and forever. Send Your holy angel and keep us from the evil one. Amen. 

March 14, 2020 



Balak was quite upset with Balaam for blessing the Israelites 

when he was paying Balaam to curse them. Balaam spoke for 

God to Balak on behalf of Israel. I find it humorous that the Isra-

elites may not have even known of the blessings. Balaam spoke 

the truth of God’s Word despite it costing him his pay and poten-

tially his life. He says plainly that he can do no other. 

“Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of 

God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” The new 

Israel around the world, the Church, hears this Word from God 

spoken to her by her pastors. Pastors do not have quite the same 

direct revelation Balaam had, but they have the command and 

promise of God to speak this Word to His people, Israel. They 

are also called by God to speak a Word the people may not like 

to hear. A rebuke or call to repentance is not easy to hear even if 

it is necessary. As with Balaam of old, it can cost a pastor his sal-

ary, or worse. 

Pastors are not the only ones to speak the truth of God’s 

Word. Every person reading this is called to speak the truth of 

God’s Word in this God-forsaking, truth-rejecting world. It can 

cost you discord with family and friends, or even your job. The 

world has not changed since the days of Balak. It chases its own 

desires. It seeks to use God’s Word, prophets, and people to sup-

port false gods, false worship, and evil desires. We are called to 

speak the Word in its truth and purity, which includes mercy 

and love. 

  - Rev. Matthew Brackman 
 

We pray 

Oh Lord, set us free from the fear of others’ reaction to Your Word. Let us 

speak Your Word of truth and grace. Amen.  

What the LORD speaks, that I will speak.  

March 13 2020 Read Numbers 24:10-24 

Isaiah has the nations, the Gentiles, saying something that 

sounds utterly strange: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of 

the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob.” The phrase “let us 

go up” is a common one in the Scriptures, denoting going to the 

temple to worship. In fact, Psalms 120-135 are called Psalms of 

Ascent, and they were ones typically sung while going up to the 

mountain of the LORD to worship. Isaiah here is treating all the 

nations as full equals before God. 

We do not see nations as equal. Some are strong and some 

are weak. Some are rich and some are poor. Some cultures we 

like and some we find strange and uncomfortable (and vice ver-

sa). These distinctions and divisions bring about all sorts of con-

flicts and wars.  

Yet the promise of God is to bring about a completely equal 

and fair and total salvation and redemption in Christ Jesus for 

all peoples. The differences that we so like to focus on, and that 

so often separate us from each other, are done away with in 

Christ Jesus and His forgiveness. 

And so it is that the same Christ Jesus and the same Gospel 

are preached throughout the world, to so many odd and strange 

languages and peoples. It is proclaimed even to those of us in 

America, with our bizarre system of government and the incred-

ibly odd language that is English and our great skill in war. And 

it is proclaimed even to the nations that we find most odd or dis-

agreeable. It is proclaimed because God's goal is this: that we 

are all brought to His house together and we all receive His gifts 

of life and salvation together. 

- Rev. Eric Brown 
 

We pray 

Heavenly Father, bring about peace, that Your servants throughout the 
world may come to Your holy house and receive the forgiveness won by 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 

LORD. 

Read Isaiah 2:1-4 March 10, 2020 



For they shall hear of your great name and 

your mighty hand. 

March 11, 2020 Read 1 Kings 8:41-53 

The Old Testament is replete with discussion and laws about 

“the foreigner.” Today’s reading is but one of many. Solomon, 

the king who ruled during the peak of Israel’s power, dedicates a 

temple to the God who liberated his people from Egypt and 

brought them to the Promised Land. In that dedication, he 

pleads for the non-Israelite living in the land, that the Lord 

might also hear his prayers. Why  “In order that all the peoples 

of the earth may know your name and fear you.” 

In times past, foreign missions was about sending missionar-

ies from here to there. Increasingly, however, foreign missions is 

about reaching people from over there through our churches 

here. In Montreal, for example, our formerly Slovak congrega-

tion now has members from almost every continent worship-

ping our Lord in three different languages (and speaking many 

others). We are bringing in a deaconess who can help us do 

“foreign missions” without leaving our neighborhood. We pray 

for the tens of thousands of immigrants on our doorsteps that, 

through us, they might pray in our Lord’s house and come to 

know the name of Jesus.  

It can be scary inviting new people into your home. But this 

is the way enemies become brothers and sisters. Solomon is 

worried less about border security in this prayer than he is 

about those outside Israel coming to know and honor Israel’s 

God—our God. They are sinners, true, but so are we, for there is 

no one who does not sin—native, longtime resident, or newly 

arrived foreigner. All of us need Jesus and His salvation won at 

the cross. Let Solomon’s prayer be ours as well. 

  - Rev. Charles St-Onge 
 

 

We pray 

Oh Lord, when foreigners come to our land, use us to bring them to Your 
house. And when they come and pray, hear them, that the whole world 
may honor and fear Your name. Amen.  

We do good for others because we care about them. Wheth-

er they are family, friends, or strangers, we help with their 

needs because we care about them.   

Sometimes caring is hard. Caring about others means un-

derstanding their suffering. To some degree, this means sharing 

in their suffering, too. When the people we love suffer, we suffer. 

This shared suffering is particularly difficult when there is noth-

ing we can do to alleviate the pain of these people we love.  

The Philippians cared about Paul. He was their friend, and in 

the past they had supported him in his mission work. But now 

Paul writes to them from prison, and there isn’t much the Phi-

lippians can do to help. All they can do is watch him suffer. What 

should they do in this situation? What should we do, when we 

cannot help the problems of the people we care about?  

Paul’s instructions to the Philippians are also for us. The so-

lution is prayer—to pray with confidence in the One to whom we 

pray. Then we will have peace.  

Paul tells the Philippians not to worry, but rather to make 

their concerns and requests known to God. Pray to the Lord as 

though He were close at hand, because He is. Know that God is 

near, and you will have peace which passes all understanding.  

Caring about the people around us sometimes means suffer-

ing with them. But we are not the only ones who care. God cares 

too. He is always close by, understanding and sharing in the suf-

fering of our loved ones. We cannot always help with every need 

of the people we love. But God can. Remember this, and be at 

peace.  

- Rev. Jonathan Mueller 
 

 

We pray 

Holy Father, You give help and healing when we cannot. Strengthen our 
faith in You, that we would always share our concerns with You in prayer. 
Through prayer, grant us Your peace. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

The peace of God… will guard your hearts 

and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Read Philippians 4:1-9 March 12, 2020 


