
 

Forever and ever, Amen December 25 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me…. And behold, I am with you  

always, to the end of the age. 
 

Matthew 28:18,20 
 

 
Read Matthew 2:1-15 
 

Something stirred David to take a census, to 
count the souls entrusted to his mighty hand. The 
Lord saw in it pride and brought punishment in the 
form of a plague. David’s ranks and bluster dwin-
dled together. And at the spot the angel’s threshing 
ceased, David marked the spot for a house his son 
would build (2 Sam 24). 

A millennium later, something stirred the Cae-
sar to take a census. The Father saw humility, not in 
Caesar Augustus, but in the King of Kings, who 
traveled as an infant in the chariot of a virgin’s 
womb. Jesus came to the city of David, unheralded 
and welcome only to a manger bed. Caesar Augustus 
counted only one more head. But the prophet’s word 
had marked that body, Eve’s seed, David’s Son, to be 
the ultimate temple, the place of the final sacrifice. 

Closer by, Herod caught the whisper of rumor.  
Israel’s long-awaited King had risen. Lifting the 
sword against his own people, Herod stirred Joseph 
to flee the country. Egypt, of all places, cradled the 
Jewish Messiah, just as long before the house of 
Pharaoh had preserved Moses, bringer of plagues. 

The will and rule of earthly kings are vanity and 
a striving after wind. Only certain is the rule and 
will of the Lord in heaven. “The king’s heart is a 
stream of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it 
wherever He will” (Prov 21:1).  

We look at Jesus as the final King, for all author-
ity in heaven and on earth rests eternally with Him. 
But the hand of the Lord has never been asleep. In 
and through other kings, He has woven the tapestry 
of His grace. Now, finally, in Jesus we see how He 
rules, with mercy mild. We see how He serves His 
people, with goodwill towards all. We see how He 
makes peace, bearing the cross, beating the kings’ 
worst sword into His eternal ploughshare. 

 

- Rev. Daniel Guagenti 
 

 
Lord Emmanuel, thank You for taking on our flesh, our 
shame, our guilt and giving us instead Your glory and life.  
Amen. 

 
Devotions for the Incarnation 

of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Ahasuerus of Persia 
Caesar Augustus 
Jesus of Nazareth 

December 23-25 
 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augus-
tus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registration when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his 
own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and lineage of David. 



 

519-465 BC December 23 

Wherever the king’s command and his edict 
reached, there was gladness and joy among the 

Jews, a feast and a holiday. 
  

Esther 8:17 
 

 
Read Esther 8:1-17 
 

Sometimes it’s all about the power around the 
throne, and not the throne itself. Such is the story of 
Queen Esther and her relationship with King Ahas-
uerus of Persia. Being from ancient Iran, Ahasue-
rus—either the Xerxes or Artaxerxes of secular his-
tory—was not Jewish. He was likely a follower of 
the Zoroastrian faith. He was a foreign king who 
ruled over a swath of territory that covered parts of 
modern Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Isra-
el. But none of that is terribly significant, because in 
the book of Esther he is not the main character. Es-
ther, her father Mordecai, and Haman are the leads 
in this story. 

Kings like Ahasuerus hold tremendous power. It 
might seem like they hold so much power that our 
very fates rest in their hands and not our own. But 
the story of Esther demonstrates that even mighty 
kings play their part in history. They may appear to 
exercise raw power unrestrained by justice and rea-
son. Such is not the case; in the end, God’s good will 
does triumph over injustice and oppression even in 
the hands of a foreign king.  

Most of us live in a world without actual kings 
like Ahasuerus. Yet it can still seem like great pow-
ers like the Devil, the world and even our own sin 
are outside our control. The Hamans around us of-
ten seem to have the upper hand. Esther shines as an 
example of trust and faith that God will still prevail. 
We who serve under the care of Jesus the True and 
Eternal King need not fear the tyrants around us. By 
his crucifixion and death, Jesus has won the victory, 
and our enemies will be defeated once and for all on 
the Last Day.  

 

- Rev. Charles St-Onge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Father, may we always trust Jesus to defeat our enemies, 
and so never become despondent that their power is too 
great. Amen. 

27 BC - 14 AD December 24 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be  

registered.  
 

Luke 2:1 
 

 
Read 2 Chronicles 33:1-20 

 

Gaius Octavius Thurinus—known to us as Cae-
sar Augustus—was the first true emperor of the Ro-
man Empire. He ruled from 27 B.C. to 14 A.D. 
Among his many accomplishments was revenue re-
form. He increased revenue by a system of regular 
taxation of the provinces. This was accomplished by 
means of a census of the population of the Empire. 

That first census brought a young couple to 
Bethlehem—the City of King David, their ancestral 
home. This was all happening at an inconvenient 
time for Mary. Why travel now? I’m going to give 
birth soon! Just one more way the government gets 
in the way of our lives! Inconvenient for Joseph and 
Mary, but all in line with God’s plan. God used this 
moment in history—an ordinary census—to fulfill 
what was promised by His prophets (Mic. 5:2-5.) 
Her son, Jesus, was born in the city of His ancestor, 
the King of Israel. 

We can’t always see God at work. But He does 
work. He uses even the ordinary machinations of 
governments and bureaucrats, and the day-to-day of 
work, school, success, and tragedy to accomplish His 
will for us.  

Years later, another Roman politician, Pontius 
Pilate, would condemn to death this same child born 
in Bethlehem. God accomplished His grand plan, 
the salvation of the world, through that moment as 
the King of the Jews, Jesus of Nazareth, died there 
on a cross for the sins of the whole world. And He 
rose from the dead! He remains our King forever. 

 

- Rev. Jon Petering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Heavenly Father, the journey of our lives can seem to take 

many an inconvenient turn. Like the Holy Family, help us 

to trust that You have us in Your loving, gracious hands. 

Bless our celebration of Your Son’s birth, in whose Name 

we pray. Amen. 


