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Rembrandt’s Belshazzar’s Feast 

 
Devotions for the Incarnation 

of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Hezekiah 
Manasseh 

Josiah 

Jeconiah 
Nebuchadnezzar 
Cyrus the Great 

December 16-21 
 

This is the interpretation of the matter: MENE, God 
has numbered the days of your kingdom and 

brought it to an end; TEKEL, you have been weighed 
in the balances and been found wanting; PERES, 

your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and 
Persians. - Daniel 5:26-28 



 

729-697 BC December 16 

He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD. 
He trusted in the LORD.  

He held fast to the LORD. 
 

1 Kings 18:3,5,6 
 

 
Read 2 Chronicles 29:1-30:27 
 

Good King Hezekiah was called “good” because, 
instead of following in the footsteps of his earthly 
father, he followed after his heavenly Father. Heze-
kiah’s father was Ahaz, an evil king of weak charac-
ter. Ahaz turned to the false gods of an enemy who 
had defeated him in battle. Ahaz worshiped and sac-
rificed to these gods in attempt to gain the help and 
strength he thought his enemies had received.  

But Hezekiah refused to follow after his earthly 
father. He chose to tear down the idols and altars of 
his father’s false gods. Good King Hezekiah purged 
the kingdom of idolatrous worship. He instituted 
religious reforms, leading the people to once again 
worship the one true God. 

Hezekiah had a simple faith, but that faith in 
God was the source of his strength. He prayed about 
the difficulties and dangers that he faced in his life. 
When the nation faced an invasion from a foreign 
enemy, Hezekiah’s prayers before God led to the 
Lord’s deliverance of the people. When Hezekiah 
himself faced a mortal illness, his obedience to the 
Lord served as the foundation of his prayer to God. 
God heard his prayer and responded favorably, add-
ing years to Hezekiah’s life. 

Even though Hezekiah had an active and power-
ful prayer life, even though he had a growing rela-
tionship with his Father in heaven, he was hardly 
perfect. In his story we see vanity and pride. We see 
a self-sufficiency that led him astray. 

There is a little bit of Hezekiah in all of us, both 
saint and sinner. But we can learn from his example 
that when our dependence is on God alone, on His 
grace and mercy, the results are amazing, life-
changing and life-saving. When we falter, becoming 
prideful and self-sufficient, that same grace and 
mercy invite us to lay our sins at the foot of the 
cross so that our heavenly King can reform us. 

 

- Rev. Richard Gizynski 
 

 
Dear Jesus, help us to do right in Your eyes by trusting in 
You alone and always. Amen. 

559-530 BC December 21 

For the sake of My servant Jacob, and Israel 
My chosen, I call you by your name, I name 

you, though you do not know Me.  
 

Isaiah 45:4 
 

 
Read Ezra 1:1-11 
 

“God is in control.” There’s an insurance compa-
ny not far from my home that posts these words on 
the sign outside its building. This must be very reas-
suring for clients who have lost their automobile in 
an accident or their home in a fire.  

The time would come when it would appear that 
God’s people had lost everything. Judah watched as 
Israel was conquered by Assyria. Soon Judah itself 
would be conquered by Babylon. The temple would 
be destroyed and the people would be carried off into 
captivity. They might wonder if, indeed, “God is in 
control.” Nevertheless, God made this astonishing 
promise. He begins by saying, “This is what the 
LORD says to His anointed, to Cyrus” (Isa. 45:1).   

The “anointed”? Yes, that’s how God described 
Cyrus. It’s the very same word used in the Scrip-
tures to describe our Savior! The Hebrew word Mes-
siah, and the Greek word Christ, mean “the anoint-
ed.” 

To be anointed was to be set apart for special 
purpose to achieve the Lord’s work. Cyrus was a for-
eign king who neither knew, nor worshipped, God. 
Nevertheless, he would serve God’s purpose by re-
turning His people to Jerusalem. In fact, God would 
use him to turn “rough places into level ground” for 
a smooth return (Is. 42:16). 

All this would prepare for the way for the time 
when our Savior would be born. Jesus is God’s 
anointed. John the Baptizer would announce His 
coming with the prophet’s words, “A voice of one 
calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for Him’” (Luke 3:4). Jesus 
came and achieved freedom from our captivity to sin 
and death.  

As we hear in Isaiah, “These are the things I will 
do; I will not forsake them” (Isa. 42:16). Even when 
everything seems lost, God is in control. 

 

- Rev. David Tannahill 

 

 
Gracious Lord, thank You for Your reassuring sign of the 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. Amen.     



605-562 BC December 20 

The tree grew and became strong, and its top 
reached to heaven, and it was visible to the 

end of the whole earth.  
 

Daniel 4:11 
 

 
Read Daniel 4:1-37 
 

God had blessed King Nebuchadnezzar with a 
vast kingdom. Even though he knew he wasn’t the 
king of the entire world, King Nebuchadnezzar had, 
by far, the largest kingdom of his day. He was the 
great tree in his dream that reached up to heaven. 
His kingdom provided food for many people to eat. 
His people owned many animals throughout his 
kingdom. 

However, even though God had blessed King 
Nebuchadnezzar with such a vast kingdom, God 
was also warning King Nebuchadnezzar that he 
would lose it all unless he submitted to God’s au-
thority. Even though he had experienced God’s pres-
ence at the fiery furnace, King Nebuchadnezzar was 
still a man of many gods. And God was about to 
humble him yet again. 

King Nebuchadnezzar put his faith in his own 
wealth and power. He relied on false gods that he 
could control. How often are we guilty of the same 
thing? We may not have the authority and riches of 
King Nebuchadnezzar, but it is still tempting to put 
our faith in things that we can control. When we do 
this, instead of humbling ourselves before God, we 
are setting ourselves up for failure. 

Thankfully, our perfect King, Jesus, did not put 
His faith in such things. Instead, “He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:8). Through His work 
on the tree of the cross, Jesus earned our forgiveness 
and “whoever believes in Him may have eternal 
life” (John 3:15). 

 

- Rev. Benjamin Micheel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gracious God, help us to trust in your work for us fully 
and completely. When we are tempted to rely on our pos-
sessions and our works, help us to fix our eyes on you and 
on your perfect work in our place. Amen. 

697-643 BC December 17 

But if a wicked man turns... keeps all My 
statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he 

shall surely live; he shall not die  
 

Ezekiel 18:21 
 

 
Read 2 Chronicles 33:1-20 

 

King Manasseh could be the patron saint for to-
day’s modern world. He embraced any and all reli-
gions. He engaged in every sort of witchcraft and 
sorcery. He even sacrificed his sons to false gods. 
Worse yet, he led the people of Judah into sins 
greater than those committed by the surrounding 
pagan nations (1 Chron. 33:9). If there were ever an 
enemy of God, Manasseh certainly appeared to be. 
As God’s own anointed, King Manasseh should 
have been leading the people towards God, not away 
from Him.  

Manasseh’s sins were of such a magnitude that 
the Lord caused a foreign nation to come take him 
captive in a most gruesome fashion (1 Chron. 33:11). 
While in captivity, the crushing law of his situation 
brought Manasseh to repentance. He called out to 
his heavenly Father and confessed his sins… and the 
Lord forgave.   

Manasseh spent the rest of his life restoring true 
worship in Judah and bringing the people back to the 
true God. He offered sacrifices of peace and thanks-
giving to the Lord. Like the thief on the cross, Ma-
nasseh is an example of God’s unconditional love 
and mercy. All sin has been paid for by Jesus’ death 
and resurrection.  

 

- Rev. William G. Sabol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lord God, Heavenly Father, send forth Your Word into 
this world, that all may come to Your Son as Lord and 
Savior. Amen. 



640-609 BC December 18 

 

He made a covenant before the LORD...with 
all his heart and all his soul.  

 
 

2 Chronicles 34:31 
 

 
Read 2 Chronicles 34:29-35:6 
 

From Josiah’s youth, God worked through the 
king’s reign to restore the His Name among His 
people. Josiah broke down the idols and restored the 
true worship of YHWH to the temple in Jerusalem. 
The judgment of God had come to those who had 
rebelled against God’s Word. 

The Word of the Lord came to Josiah not in a 
vision but in a scroll, recovered in the Temple and 
read by the priest. The Word came to Josiah, and 
through the hearing of the Law came knowledge of 
sin. Josiah was cut to the heart at judgments due his 
people because of the idolatry of the previous gener-
ations. The Word came to Josiah, and the Holy 
Spirit worked repentance. 

Josiah gathered the people. They renewed the 
covenant made by the Israelites before Moses, that 
all God had commanded, they would do (Ex. 19:8). 
They were once again people of the covenant, the 
promises that God had made to their forefathers, to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

But even with all his heart and all his soul, not 
even Josiah could keep perfectly the words in the 
Book of the Law. King Josiah needed a greater King, 
a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord. In Jesus’ reign, the 
Word of the Lord has taken on flesh and dwelt 
among us. He restores and upholds His covenant 
with us. All the words of the covenant that were 
written in that book, He accomplished. As the King 
of Righteousness, He blesses you with His own 
righteousness that brings you peace.  

 

- Rev. Philip Zielinski 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lord God, when we are faithless, You remain faithful. 
Preserve Your Word among us and by it restore us 
through repentance and forgiveness. Through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

598-597 BC December 19 

Write this man down as childless... for none 
of his offspring shall succeed in sitting on the 

throne of David and ruling again in Judah  
 

Jeremiah 22:30 
 

 
Read Jeremiah 22:24-30 
 

How could it have all gone so wrong? A millen-
nium earlier the descendants of Jacob were rescued 
triumphantly by the Lord from the clutches of the 
Pharaoh of Egypt. God cut a covenant with the peo-
ple and proclaimed that He would bring them to the 
land promised to their father Abraham, a land 
“flowing with milk and honey” (Deut. 31:20). He 
established David as king over Israel and promised 
him that he would make his house last forever (2 
Sam. 7:12-13). But now Jeconiah (also known as Co-
niah), the last king of Judah, descendant of David, is 
cursed by the Lord’s prophet and taken into exile by 
the ancient enemy of both Israel and Egypt, Baby-
lon. Have God’s promises failed?  

From the time of Adam and Eve onward, there 
has been a disconnect between God’s idea of an ideal 
king and our own. We connect kingship with power. 
God connects it with service. We see kings as en-
forcing their own will on others. God sees kings as 
bending our will to His good and gracious one. Our 
kings end up placing heavy yokes on our shoulders. 
God’s ideal king will take our heavy yokes on him-
self and give us ones that are light and easy to bear. 
Jeconiah, then, was the last of an old kind of king 
for ancient Judah. His three-month reign would end 
in exile.  

The story of Jeconiah and the kings of Judah is 
our story. The Lord saves us, and we start out our 
Christian journey with the best of intentions. But 
under our own power, we fail. Better that the signet 
ring of salvation be given to a King who is able to 
bear our burdens and save our souls: Christ Jesus, 
the Son of God Himself, born of the virgin Mary by 
God’s Spirit. He will be the one to save us from our 
exile and return us to the promised land of a home 
with our heavenly Father.  

 

- Rev. Charles St-Onge 
 

 
Lord God may Your Son, our true King, bring us out of 
exile in this world to home with You. In Jesus’ name, 
amen. 


