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Rembrandt’s King Uzziah with Leprosy 

 
Devotions for the Incarnation 

of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Solomon 
Hiram of Tyre 

Rehoboam 

Ahab and Jezebel 
Jehoshaphat 
Athaliah 

December 9-14 
 

The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment 
with this generation and condemn it, for she came 
from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of 

Solomon, and behold, something greater than  
Solomon is here. - Matthew 12:42 



 

970-931 BC December 9 

And the king also said, “Blessed be the LORD, 
the God of Israel, who has granted someone 

to sit on my throne this day.” 
 

1 Kings 1:48 
 

 
Read 1 Kings 1:1-49 
 

Adonijah was a man who would be king. By tra-
dition, because he was the eldest living son of the 
king, the throne should be his. He knew it, and 
flaunted it—and made sure to not invite the right 
people to the party (1 Kings 5-10). But was he God’s 
choice as the man to succeed David as King of Isra-
el?  

Bathsheba, mother of Solomon, knew this was 
all wrong. David’s choice of successor was to be Sol-
omon—God’s choice. He had told Solomon what 
God had commanded him: “[Solomon] shall build a 
house for my name. He shall be my son, and I will 
be his father, and I will establish his royal throne in 
Israel forever” (1 Chron. 22:9). Solomon was named 
king—the king who would build God’s house, His 
Temple, a place where He would be present among 
His people. God’s plan continued. David’s royal 
throne would continue—forever, as God promised, 
through the Son of David and Son of God, the right-
ful king of the Jews, Jesus of Nazareth. 

Despite the way it looks, God’s plans always 
happen according to His purposes. Most of the time, 
we can’t see God’s plan for us. Yet He fulfills them 
the way He chooses. It is a great comfort to know 
we are in the hands of a gracious and merciful God 
whose plans brought His Son among us, present 
among His people, to save us from ourselves and our 
sinful intentions. It is a great comfort to know that 
God’s plans aren’t in our hands or under our control. 
God’s plans are His, and they are always for our 
good. 

 

- Rev. Jon Petering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Heavenly Father, we cannot always see Your path for-
ward for us. Help us to trust that, despite the way our 
lives look, You will work all things for our good.  Amen. 

841-835 BC December 14 

Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah 
saw that her son was dead, she arose and  

destroyed all the royal family.  

 

2 Kings 11:1 
 

 
Read 2 Kings 11:1-20 
 

The book of Kings is full of earthly hopes that 
rise and fall quickly. Solomon’s prestige seems in-
domitable, but his first successor loses the united 
kingdom. Elisha’s prophetic powers surpass Elijah’s, 
yet at his death, there is no one else to take up the 
mantle.  

The monarchy was for a time the hope of Israel; 
then the prophets seemed alone to hold up the king-
dom. When Athaliah, in her grief, tries to blot out 
the line of David, it is the priesthood’s turn to secure 
the hope of Israel. Sadly, they, too, will later fall to 
corruption. 

Israel must learn that the Lord who called Israel 
may take in hand different institutions in different 
ages. Alone, no human institution can secure Israel’s 
destiny. 

Only the Lord Messiah will be able to fulfill the 
calling of each and all: prophet, priest, and king. In 
our age, we dare not eclipse Jesus with any of the 
venerable institutions through which He has tempo-
rarily blessed us. 

Athaliah, who set herself against Israel’s eternal 
King, finds her reign folded neatly into God’s re-
vealed sovereignty. She reigns six short years, and 
in the seventh God’s people are given a Sabbath rest, 
the line of David secure, set free from the con-
demned house of Omri. As later Herod could not 
abort the advent of the Messiah, Athaliah’s hand 
was also stayed. 

We do not know which instruments the Lord 
will use to bless, but we do know He keeps His 
promises, no matter what crown sets against Him. 
As the Catechism reminds us, “The kingdom of 
God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, 
but we pray in this petition that it may come to us 
also.” 

 

- Rev. Daniel Guagenti 

 

 
Lord Almighty, Your kingdom is coming with praise and 
glory. Find us faithful in the institutions You set us that 
the kingdom may come among us also. Amen. 



870-849 BC December 13 

He walked in the earlier ways of his father 
David.  He… sought the God of his father 

and walked in His commandments. 
 

2 Chronicles 17:3-4 
 

 
Read 2 Chronicles 17:1-18:34 
 

“Monkey see, monkey do.” Growing up, I often 
heard this phrase. Its point was that children will 
often mimic the behavior of their parents. They see 
the parent doing something and they learn to repeat 
it. Such was the case of Jehoshaphat. He emulated 
the example of his father and his forefathers. Like 
King David and his father Asa, who ruled over the 
southern kingdom of Judah, Jehoshaphat sought to 
reverence God and to rule his people with an honest 
heart. 

We are told that Jehoshaphat’s heart was 
“courageous in the ways of the Lord.” He wanted to 
keep his people away from the false gods and idola-
trous worship that kept trying to infect the lives of 
his people. He had statues of idols and their temples 
torn down. He had the people taught the Book of the 
Law, the Word of God given through Moses. He 
charged the magistrates and judges of the land to 
serve the people fairly, impartially and with a fear of 
the Lord. He prayed and trusted God's providence in 
times of crises. Although He was not without flaw 
or sin, Jehoshaphat repeatedly set his heart to seek 
after God. 

“Monkey see, monkey do.” May God grant that 
we always emulate the good examples of our spiritu-
al forefathers. May we seek to live with an honest 
heart. May we turn from the false gods of today’s 
world and instead proclaim the Word of God in all 
we do and say. May people see in us a fairness and 
impartiality that is the love of God flowing through 
us. May we do all this for the sake of the Babe of 
Bethlehem, Who came and is to come again, Who 
lived and died on the cross so that we might have 
forgiveness and eternal life 

 

- Rev. Richard Gizynski 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Jesus, let us follow the example of Jehoshaphat.  Let 
us follow after You as we celebrate Your advent past and 
to come. Amen. 

980-947 BC December 10 

 

Hiram added: “Praise be to the LORD, the 
God of Israel, who made heaven and earth!” 

 
 

2 Chronicles 2:12 
 

 
Read 1 Kings 5:1-18 

 

As a builder, even a foreign king such as Hiram 
of Tyre could appreciate the handiwork of Israel’s 
God and praised Him as the One “who made heaven 
and earth.” Solomon turned to Hiram as his source 
for building supplies when it came time to construct 
the temple. 

Cedar from Lebanon was choice construction 
material. Solomon contacted Hiram and said, “Give 
orders that cedars of Lebanon be cut for me” (1Kings 
5:6). When the Temple was complete, we hear, “The 
inside of the temple was cedar, carved with gourds 
and open flowers. Everything was cedar; no stone 
was to be seen” (1 Kings 6:18).   

Yet, Solomon would go on to say, “But will God 
really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest 
heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this 
temple I have built!” (1 Kings 8:27). 

The answer to Solomon’s question is a resound-
ing “Yes!” God, who as Hiram described Him, 
“made heaven and earth,” would dwell right here as 
one of us. We hear, “The Word became flesh and 
made His dwelling among us” (John 1:14). Here was 
all of God, not in a cedar-lined temple, but lying in a 
straw-lined manger—God’s Temple in the flesh.   

When the time drew near for our Savior to give 
that life to redeem us from our sins, Jesus said, 
“Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in 
three days” (John 2:19). By His sacrifice you and I 
now stand in the righteousness that comes from 
God and is by faith.   

Paul reminds us, “Don’t you know that you 
yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
lives in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16). Rejoice! Even Hiram 
would have to marvel at this handiwork! As we sing 
in Psalm 92:12, “The righteous will flourish like a 
palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon.”  

 

- Rev. David Tannahill 
 

 
Loving God, thank You that You have supplied me with 
Your righteousness and made me Your holy temple. 
Amen. 



931-913 BC December 11 

Thus says the Lord, “You shall not go up or 
fight against the your relatives, the people of 

Israel.” 
 

1 Kings 12:24 
 

 
Read 1 Kings 12:1-33 
 

With the blessing of the Lord, Solomon was one 
of the wisest and richest rulers the world has ever 
seen. His son, Rehoboam—not so much. He man-
aged to split the Kingdom shortly after ascending 
the throne. Instead of following the advice of the 
wiser older men who had served his father, Rehobo-
am turned to his hot-blooded friends, laying into the 
people who had come seeking mercy. The ensuing 
split was a pivotal point in the history of Israel. 
There was now a Kingdom of the North called Isra-
el, and a Kingdom of the South called Judah. The 
people in the North not only left the temple in Jeru-
salem behind, but they also moved farther away 
from the one true God. They lasted a couple hun-
dred years before being destroyed. The Kingdom of 
the South didn’t do a bang-up job either, though. 
They fell a couple hundred years after the North and 
were taken captive into Babylon. The good news is 
that, after the time of exile, the Lord called the peo-
ple back to the Promised Land, where they rebuilt. 

Rehoboam, like the people in both kingdoms, 
was not always a fool. He listened to the Lord upon 
occasion. He listened when the Lord told him not to 
invade the North to force them back. The Lord uses 
even the colossal mistakes of His people to accom-
plish His will.  

We follow a similar pattern in our own lives as 
God’s people. Not many of us will split a kingdom, 
but we split relationships. Through confession, abso-
lution, and work, some of those relationships will be 
mended, while others will not. Thankfully, our Lord 
restores our relationship with Him and can use our 
mistakes to humble us and draw us closer to Him.  

 

- Rev. Matthew Brackman 
 
 
 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, our one true King, rule our hearts and 
minds so we build relationships with family, friends, and 
even enemies. By Your grace and mercy build us up as 
Your people and let Your Kingdom come among us. 
Amen. 

871-852 BC December 12 

There was none who sold himself to do what 
was evil in the sight of the Lord like Ahab, 

whom Jezebel his wife incited.  
 

1 Kings 21:25 
 

 
Read 1 Kings 21:1-29 
 

Have you ever wondered why calling a woman a 
“Jezebel” is an insult? Now you know. King Ahab 
was bad. King Ahab encouraged by Jezebel was far 
worse. He was already a whiney, false god worship-
ping king, but she took what was bad in him and 
amped it up to surpass the evil of most other kings.  

They killed the prophets of the Lord. They hired 
hundreds of false prophets, and after Elijah killed 
them at Mt. Carmel, Jezebel tried to kill him (1 
Kings 19). In the story for today, Ahab whined about 
not having a vineyard, so she had the owner mur-
dered in order for him to possess it. These are only 
the things that were written down for us. Yet we see 
that repentance can come to even the vilest of kings. 
We don’t know if it lasted, and we hear nothing 
about him getting rid of the false prophets or gods. 
We do, however, see the Lord’s mercy in delaying 
the desolation of his line until after Ahab’s death.  

Jesus Christ took what was bad in His Bride, the 
Church, and killed it. He paid for it with His own 
life. He is the King who takes death and gives life. 
He dies in place of His Bride and gives her life. He 
cleanses her and makes her holy and righteous. He 
takes away everything bad in her and gives her eve-
ry good He has.  

He does not take what is already good in you and 
amp it up. He gives you the most amped good possi-
ble, His own good. Then through His Holy Spirit 
He leads you to do good. No, I haven’t forgotten sin. 
This is why we daily die to sin and rise to newness 
of life in our Savior. Each and every day the Holy 
Spirit brings to bear upon the Bride of Christ the 
completely amped goodness of forgiveness and life 
in which we live. 

 

- Rev. Matthew Brackman 
 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, bring Your holiness and righteousness 
to bear upon us as Your Bride. Grant us Your Holy Spir-
it to strengthen and preserve us in the one true faith. We 
give You thanks for the good we do as a result of Your 
righteousness. Amen.  


