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Rembrandt’s Saul and David 

     
Devotions for the Incarnation 

of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Melchizedek 
Joseph’s Pharaoh 
Another Pharaoh 

The Time of Judges 
Saul 
David 

December 2-7 
 
 

I will sing of your strength; I will sing  
aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. 

For you have been to me a fortress and a refuge in 
the day of my distress.  

 

- Psalm 59:16 



 

c. 2100 BC December 2 

The Lord has sworn and will not relent, “You 
are a priest forever according to the order of 

Melchizedek.”  
 

Psalm 110:4 
 

 
Read Genesis 14:13-24 
 

He came out of nowhere and left without a trace. 
He was a priest of the Most High God and bore the 
name Melchizedek, which means the “king who is 
righteous.” He was “…without father, without 
mother, without genealogy, having neither begin-
ning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of 
God, remains a priest continually” (Heb. 7:3). He is 
a mysterious figure who met Abram on the road and 
offered him a meal of peace comprised of bread and 
wine. In response, Abram gave to Melchizedek a 
tithe of ten percent of all he had. 

Six centuries later, King David prophesied in 
Psalm 110 that the Messiah would be a priest forever 
according to the order of Melchizedek—not the tribe 
of Levi. The mysterious Melchizedek foreshadowed 
our Lord in several ways. Most importantly, he was 
an intercessor by grace, not law. When he met 
Abram, Melchizedek did not demand a sacrifice but 
rather freely offered his meal without preconditions.  
In addition, Melchizedek was without genealogy; he 
was not born into the tribe of Levi. Finally, his name 
declared him to be the king of righteousness. 

All three truths prophecy of the Messiah, as 
King David made clear. Jesus is the King of Right-
eousness who knew no sin and perfectly obeyed the 
will of the Father. He is the High Priest who was 
begotten of the Father from all eternity and now 
reigns at the right hand of the Father, interceding for 
us forevermore. Most importantly, Jesus is the One 
who, having paid the price of our sins through His 
sacrifice on Calvary, now offers us a meal of peace 
that far outshines the meal of Melchizedek, for this 
meal is not just bread and wine, but also our Lord’s 
body and blood, given and shed for you for the for-
giveness of your sins.   

 

- Rev. William G. Sabol 
 

  
Gracious Lord, we thank You for deigning to dwell among 
us with Your precious meal of forgiveness and peace.  
Grant that by Your blessed Body and Body, we may abide 
in peace with You and with our neighbor. Amen. 

1009 - 970 BC December 7 

 

I will raise up your offspring after you…and I 
will establish his kingdom. 

 
 

2 Samuel 7:12b 
 

 
Read 2 Samuel 7:1-29 
 

David was the greatest king. He was the best of 
all the kings of Israel, possibly the best king the 
world has ever known. No one questions his great-
ness. But what made him so great? 

Maybe David’s greatness can be found in the de-
tails of his life. A shepherd boy chosen to be king. 
The same shepherd boy defeating the giant with a 
sling and a stone. Becoming a servant of the previ-
ous king, and then living on the run while that king 
sought to kill him. Becoming king in fact. Winning 
victories in battle.  

David was great because of the great things he 
accomplished. He was also great because he repented 
when confronted with his sin. And he was great 
simply because of his faith in God. Each of these 
statements is accurate. But there is one other thing 
that truly made David great.  

Like his ancestors Eve and Abraham, a promise 
was made to David. “When your days are fulfilled 
and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up 
your offspring after you, who shall come from your 
body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build a house for my name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever” (2 Sam. 7:12,13).  

This promise was partially fulfilled in Solomon. 
But the final fulfillment would happen when a de-
scendant was born in David’s home town of Bethle-
hem, to a virgin. Only that descendant of David 
would reign over a kingdom that lasts forever. Only 
Jesus would completely fulfill God’s promise. Da-
vid’s true greatness is that Jesus came to us through 
him. 

David was the greatest king—except for one oth-
er. The last king in David’s line still reigns, and he is 
our king today.  

 

- Rev. Jonathan Mueller 
 

  
Holy Father, we thank You for remembering Your prom-
ise to David. My Your Son always be our King, that we 
may live in His everlasting kingdom forever. In Jesus 
name. Amen.  



1048 - 1009 BC December 6 

The Lord has sought out a man after his own 
heart, and the Lord has commanded him to 

be prince over his people.2 
 

1 Samuel 13:14 
 

 
Read 1 Samuel 13:8-23 
 

Saul attempted to force the Lord’s hand. He of 
the pleasant face and imposing frame (1 Sam. 9:2) 
assumed the Father’s favor could be haggled (1 Sam. 
13:12). How quickly he forgot God had favored him 
already (1 Sam. 10:1). How soon he realized you can’t 
swing the Lord’s sword without wounding yourself 
as well as many others alongside the one at whom 
you aimed (1 Sam. 13:14). 

Resting in the shadow of the Almighty’s wings 
includes receiving every life as neighbor and bless-
ing, regardless of whens and hows. Instead our self-
ish culture and our sinful nature assign significance 
based on size, self-reliance, location, and looks. The 
devil deceives our people into using death to address 
difficulties—abortion for surprise pregnancies, phy-
sician-assisted suicide for terminal diagnoses—as 
though we can drop the arm of God like a hammer. 
When will we admit that the impact breaks our own 
bones? 

Seek the Lord’s hand apart from His heart and 
have neither. But lean upon His bosom and end up 
with both. The Heavenly Father makes humankind 
not His army but His family. Every genetic member 
of our species belongs in His everlasting and gra-
cious embrace rather than at arm’s length. So Jesus 
comes as baby and brother. His kingship sheds His 
blood in place of His opponents, that by His atone-
ment and forgiveness we may know God has opened 
His heart and whole kingdom to us—all of us. How 
much greater is the favor our Savior gives than any 
we could finagle from Him? Better a child of God—
even runt of the litter—than the king of men! 

 

- Rev. Michael Salemink 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Almighty God, save us from the long arm of the Law and 
from our own, like a Heavenly Father. Amen. 

c. 1900 BC December 3 

 

Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a 
man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” 

 
 

Genesis 41:38 
 

   
Read Genesis 41:37-57 
 

God meant for good what Joseph’s brothers in-
tended as evil. It was a long road before Joseph knew 
God would save the whole world through his min-
istrations at Pharaoh’s right hand. Often times there 
is no telling how long one must wait before God’s 
plan is clear to His people, if ever. We have no 
promise that God will declare His plan for our life.  

Joseph knew that God would never leave him or 
forsake him, but he also knew that the life of faith is 
a life of suffering. The Christian life is the life of the 
cross. Jesus promises us a life of suffering and perse-
cution even as He promises to be with us and to 
send His Holy Spirit into our hearts. Joseph knew 
that life. Despite his crosses, despite his suffering, 
and despite the evil done against him, God sustained 
Joseph with a living faith in the coming Christ, with 
His Holy Spirit.  

God sustains you through your crosses and trials 
while nurturing a living faith by the Holy Spirit. It 
is this faith that moves us to open our lips, to con-
fess our faith, to love our neighbor, even if he is the 
pagan king of a mighty nation.  

Pharaoh was convinced that the Spirit of the liv-
ing God dwelt in Joseph. He believed that God had 
revealed great and wonderful things to Joseph, and 
he knew that the living God was present with Jo-
seph. Pharaoh had nothing to go on but Joseph’s 
word. He believed the interpretation of the dream 
and then believed and trusted in the work of God 
through Joseph’s hand and counsel. God used Phar-
aoh to draw the children of Israel into safety and to 
minister to them.  

By another King, God gathers all people to the 
safety of the cross. We are saved by the King who 
gives us His Word, washes us in the righteousness 
of His cross, and feeds us with the food of the heav-
enly plenty that will never run out. Thanks be to 
God for His Word that sustains us.  

- Rev. Steven Cholak 

  
God teach us to trust Your Word and keep us steadfast in 
it. Amen.  



c. 1600 BC December 4 

 

Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who 
did not know Joseph. 

 
 

Exodus 1:8 
 

  
Read Exodus 1:1-22 
 

The sheer number and might of the people of 
Israel terrified this new king of Egypt. Terror drove 
the Pharaoh to drastic lengths. His heart was hard 
from the very beginning. Instead of embracing the 
people of God and listening to God’s Word, this 
Pharaoh enslaved, beat, and murdered the people of 
God. The king’s actions would lead to mighty works 
being done before the people of God, but not with-
out terrible suffering.  

This Pharaoh brings to the forefront a wonderful 
thing about our God. In the midst of their suffering, 
the people of Israel cry out to their God and He 
hears them. God tells Moses, “I have surely seen the 
affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have 
heard their cry because of their taskmasters, I know 
their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring 
them up out of that land to a good and broad land.” 
Even as the Pharaoh refuses to listen to God’s Word 
and to care for the God’s people, God continues to 
listen to the cries of His own people.  

This is the same God who comes to the hard 
hearts of people everywhere and leads them through 
suffering, cross, and trial, so that their hearts of 
stone would be drowned in the sea of Baptism and a 
new heart of flesh be given them. This is the same 
God who hears every cry from you and knows your 
suffering. He has an answer to your sin and the eter-
nal death you deserve. He sends the King of Kings 
to die on the cross. A mighty deed is done before 
you. God dies and gives you His life in exchange for 
your sins. He rises again to new life that He might 
lead you into life eternal, not by a pillar of fire or 
cloud, but by Word preached in your midst and sac-
rament given you to eat and drink. This is the God 
who knows you and listens to every word that 
comes from your mouth.  

 

- Rev. Steven Cholak 
 

  
Dear God, teach me to remember Your presence in my 
life. Amen.  

c. 1200 - 1020 BC December 5 

 

In those days there was no king in Israel. 
Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.  

 
 

Judges 21:25 
 

     
Read Judges 21:1-25 
 

The Book of Judges mercifully ends, although it 
does not end mercifully. It sort of foreshadows Sam-
uel selecting Jesse’s youngest son. The people’s 
prime specimens parade before the audience’s eyes 
like a rogues’ gallery. Not this one. Not that one. 
Not any of these. There wasn’t a single king among 
them. Looks like liberty but tastes like slavery.  

Nature abhors a vacuum, and no nature abhors it 
more than sinful human nature. Lack of a king did-
n’t mean that all ran free but rather than not even 
one of them did. Depravity reigned. Pain reigned. 
Death itself reigned over the whole lot from least to 
greatest. One can only justify oneself at the expense 
of neighbors. Rape, murder, dismemberment, massa-
cre, and abduction resulted. Moral relativism yields 
absolute misery also in our time. 

Such a mouthful of salt makes for a mighty 
thirst. The author of Judges hides hope even in the 
horror, the way that shadows can’t help but herald 
the light. “In those days” implies a “these days.” 
There was no king in Israel, but there is a Lord God 
in heaven, and there is an Incarnate Savior in our 
world. His coming, His touching, His suffering, 
substituting, and resurrecting make us right in Al-
mighty’s eyes—and not just one of us or even a tribe 
or line or class, but all humankind from fertilization 
to final breath regardless of age, appearance, or abil-
ity. We may, indeed we must, abdicate the throne 
we couldn’t occupy anyway. Forgiveness and recon-
ciliation prevail because He has invaded this very 
land and this life itself. Faith and fellowship reign 
and human hearts become precious, beloved by and 
belonging to the Ruler who shares His royalty in 
claiming chiefs of sinners and the least of these as 
His own children.  

 

- Rev. Michael Salemink 
 
 
 

  
Lord Jesus Christ, depose us as despots that with unbur-
dened hands we may share and serve in Your coming 
kingdom. Amen.  


