
 

 

700 years before 
Christ 

 

Isaiah 
 

1 Corinthians 
15:54-55 

Revelation 7:17 
 

 
 
 
 

Gracious Lord 
Jesus, by Your 

resurrection, You 
have destroyed the 

power of death 
over Your people.  
Grant us this day 

the joy of Your 
salvation, that we 
live every day in 
peace that passes 
all understand-

ing. Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Let 
the horns trumpet the call to the feast of salvation. 
Let us partake of the choice pieces of flesh and the 
well-aged wine. The ancient enemy, death, has 
been destroyed by the Lord of life. The veil that 
has hung over the people has been cast asunder. 
Jesus lives! And thus we have life eternal. 

As a prophet to Judah and Jerusalem, Isaiah 
preached the Word of the Lord from the Holy 
City, the city on a hill that was a light to the na-
tions. This mountain upon which Jerusalem was 
established had an ancient and sacred history. Up-
on this mountain, the Lord stayed the hand of 
Abraham as he swung the knife towards his son 
Isaac. Upon this mountain, Solomon built the tem-
ple, where God deigned to dwell to hear His peo-
ple’s prayers and to grant them forgiveness. Upon 
this mountain, the Lord of life offered Himself up 
as a living sacrifice for the sin of world. Upon this 
mountain, Jesus swallowed up death forever, as 
He walked forth from the tomb.   

Yet this mountain was only a shadow of the 
eternal holy mountain. We do not need to travel to 
the Middle East to partake of the great feast of sal-
vation. We climb the holy mountain every time 
we kneel at the altar of our Lord and feast on the 
Bread of Life, which is the Word of God. We come 
clothed in the festal robes of Christ’s righteous-
ness received in our Baptisms. We eat and drink 
the rich food of Christ’s Body and well-aged wine 
of the Blood of our Lord as a proclamation of His 
death and resurrection until He comes again. Alle-
luia! Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Amen. 

By Rev. Wm G. Sabol 

“Now the people of Beth-shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the 
valley.  And when they lifted up their eyes and saw the ark, they rejoiced 

to see it.” - 1 Samuel 6:13 



 

 

700 years before 
Christ 

 

Isaiah 
 

Matthew 3:3 
John 1:23 

Thank You, “for 

my eyes have seen 

Your salvation.... 

a light for revela-

tion to the Gen-

tiles, and for glory 

to Your people 

Israel.” (Luke 

2:30-32)  

 

On a straight desert highway, our eyes can be 
tricked by a mirage. Light gets bent by the differ-
ence in heat and we “see” what isn’t there.  

In the desert, John the Baptist preaches repent-
ance. Crowds of people gather to determine who 
he is. John is the voice in the wilderness, but not 
the Messiah. The people hear his message and 
many repent. Is there forgiveness in John’s bap-
tism or only through the temple sacrificial wor-
ship? The people are bewildered. 

When the Pharisees come to hear John and see 
the mass of people, they must feel frustration. 
John offers nothing to them but a mirage. This is 
not how they believe the LORD established the 
way of forgiveness. It is written in the Law.  

The crowd, on the other hand, feels the temple 
offers them a mirage. Their sacrifices are continu-
al. Their leaders fail to keep the Law. The temple 
worship is corrupt. They feel no closer to God. 

Both the Pharisees and the people desire for-
giveness. They desire an end to the warfare within 
them. One group holds to the Law; the other 
group holds out for hope. The answer comes in 
the true Light. “There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light” (John 1:6-8). 

Jesus is the Light who came to dispel confu-
sion and bring salvation. Though darkness encom-
passed all the people as He was crucified, His 
light would come to all in the resurrection. Victory 
and pardon for iniquities would be completed. 
“Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 
her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is par-
doned...” (Isa. 40:2). The way of the Lord is a 
straight path not bent by our desires but made by 
the Lord Jesus Himself. 

By Rev. Andy Guagenti 

 

We sometimes live for our time off. If we don’t 
like our job, we trudge through in order to have 
time off. If we like our job, we will still put in ex-
tra work in order to have our days off free. We’ll 
work twice as hard before a vacation in order to 
leave work behind.  

Our spiritual lives are a bit different. In our 
lives of faith, our time of rest gives us life. The 
Sabbath rest restores our lives so we live the com-
ing week. The gifts we receive in the Lord’s house 
lift the burden of the previous week from us so we 
can live the coming week. 

Our Lord created all the world in six days and 
rested on the seventh, declaring it to be a day of 
rest. As you well know, this rest was not simply 
for sitting around. It was a day set aside for sacred 
assembly. It was a day for the Lord to give rest to 
His people. 

In our ordinary speech, we may refer to 
“Sunday worship” and “going to church.” In our 
hymnals, you’ll notice it refers to “Divine Ser-
vice.” This refers to the purpose of the Sabbath. 
God gives rest to His people, not just a day off. 
Our Lord comes to us in His Word and Sacrament. 
He forgives our sins. His Word is read and pro-
claimed so we as His people hear and understand. 
We eat and drink His body and blood which for-
give our sins and strengthen our faith. 

Now Jesus rests in the tomb from all His work 
of salvation. He rests from His labors of the new 
creation. On Easter morning He rises from the 
grave with a glorified body as the firstfruits of the 
new creation. He brings this rest and new creation 
to us in His house. 

By Rev. Matthew Brackman  

 

 

1400 years before 
Christ 

 

Moses 
 

Luke 23:50-56 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
let us find our 

rest in You and 
live. Amen.  



 

  

1000 years before 
Christ 

  

David 
  

John 19:31-36 
1 Corinthians 5:7 

  

Precious Savior, 
Passover Lamb, 

thank You for ful-
filling every 

promised detail of 
the sacrifice that 

has brought about 
my salvation. 

Amen.  

  

“Jesus was broken for us.” Here’s a phrase that 
you may hear at Lent. But is it really comforting or 
accurate? 

John tells us, “Now it was the day of Prepara-
tion, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. 
Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on 
the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate 
to have the legs broken and the bodies taken 
down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the 
legs of the first man who had been crucified with 
Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they 
came to Jesus and found that He was already 
dead, they did not break His legs” (John 19:31-33). 
Here’s something that’s worth celebrating! As 
John goes on to point out, “These things happened 
so that the Scripture would be fulfilled: ‘Not one 
of His bones will be broken’” (John 19:36). It’s 
such a small detail that if John hadn’t mentioned it 
by holy inspiration, it would be easy to overlook. 

In the instructions given by God for the Passo-
ver, we hear, “Do not break any of the bones” (Ex. 
12:46). This assures us of the great care with which 
God has carried out our salvation. As Paul notes, 
“Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed” (1 
Cor. 5:7). 

In literature, the word “broken” is often used 
to describe when someone is defeated. In the Pas-
sion, quite the opposite is true. Even while Jesus 
hung on the cross for you and for me, He cried out 
in trust, “My God, My God” (Ps. 22:1). And with 
the work of our salvation complete, Jesus cried out 
not in despair but with the same firm trust that we 
can have when our own time comes, “Father, into 
Your hands I commit my spirit” (Luke 23:46). 

By Rev. David Tannahill  

 

Modern music has given us some wonderfully 
preposterous love songs. The Backstreet Boys, to 
take just one example, have sung, “I don’t care 
who you are / Where you’re from / What you 
did / As long as you love me.” Some of that lyric  
represents the forgiveness and acceptance of love. 
But when you go back and think about it, does 
love really not care “who you are”? 

We’re used to the overpromising that comes 
along with one kind of love. Some wooers will say 
anything to get what they want; those kind of 
wooers truly may not care “who you are” as long 
as there’s some lovin’ to be had. 

The Song of Songs presents not just a different 
species of “love,” but even a different genus. Solo-
mon’s bride is a city with an unbreached wall. She 
has preserved her virginity for her husband. She 
gives herself entirely, even income from her fami-
ly’s vineyard, over to her husband. Lovin’ may 
lead us to say fantastic things to breach the walls 
and climb the towers, but the love of Song of Songs 
is self-offering, sacrificial, utterly giving over of 
oneself. 

That kind of love truly is the flame of the 
LORD. That love wonderfully took on human flesh 
to give everything to His bride, to give even His 
life. Love was made man. Love was crucified, but 
love is stronger than death. 

“Love is strong as death” is sadly undersold if 
we think it only honeyed words to woo. This truly 
is a prophecy, not only of the Son’s incarnation, 
but His triumph over death, and His sealing of the 
church in the waters of Baptism. 

“Love is strong as death” needs time to sink in. 
A world is coming where death is no more and 
love is all in all. 

By Rev. A. Daniel Guagenti 

 

 

1000 years before 
Christ 

 

Solomon 
 

Revelation  
22:9-14 

 

 

Oh, to grace how 
great a debtor / 
Daily I’m con-
strained to be; / 
Let that grace 

now like a fetter / 
Bind my 

wand’ring heart 
to Thee; / Prone to 

wander, Lord, I 
feel it; / Prone to 
leave the God I 

love / Here’s my 
heart, O take and 
seal it. / Seal it for 
Thy courts above. 
Amen. (LSB 686) 



 

 

700 years before 
Christ 

 

Daniel 
 

Matthew 24:15 
 

O Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed 

Thy life for lifeless 
mortals: Be my 
life in death and 

bring me to 
heaven’s portals! 

Amen. (LSB 
448:7) 

 

The prophecies of Daniel, Ezekiel, John, and a 
few of Jesus’ sayings are called “apocalyptic,” 
from the Greek word for revelation. They “reveal” 
the heavenly dimension of the Father’s judgment. 
The key to understanding apocalyptic prophecies 
is shared by Jesus on the road to Emmaus: “And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he in-
terpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). 

Many have tried to identify the “abomination 
of desolation” mentioned by both Daniel and Je-
sus. The abomination of desolation is something 
that ought not to be (Mark 13:14). It will bring an 
end to the burnt offering (Dan. 12:11). It is an 
event that “unless those days where shortened, no 
flesh [would] be saved” (Matt. 24:22). 

The abomination is often tied to the Roman 
General Titus, who led the forces that destroyed 
the temple in AD 70, but he never erected any 
statue or other “abomination” in the temple; he 
simply destroyed it. The abomination of desola-
tion is a prophecy of Scripture, and thus concerns 
Jesus, not some Roman soldier. 

What event fits all the criteria? The second 
stanza of the hymn “O Darkest Woe” (LSB 448) 
begins, “O sorrow dread! Our God is dead.” There 
is no greater desolation than the God of Life dead 
on the cross of Calvary. St. Paul reminds us, “If 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and 
you are still in your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17). If those 
days had not been shortened and the Father had 
not raised Jesus from the dead, all would be lost. 

But thanks be to God, who did raise Jesus from 
the dead. The sacrifice of our Lord was sufficient 
to pay for the sin of the world. The burnt offering 
was ended, and the Lamb of God who was slain is 
now reigning at the right hand of the Father, inter-
ceding for His people even unto all eternity. 

By Rev. Wm. G. Sabol 

 

I will be your God and you will be my people; 
you will worship and obey me and I will bless 
you. This sums up the Mosaic covenant, the old 
covenant. It is a conditional covenant. That means 
the two parties, the Israelites and God, are bound 
together by mutual promises. 

So why would an all-knowing God make such 
a deal with a people He knew wouldn’t keep their 
end of the bargain? God wasn’t being fickle or de-
ceitful when He made this covenant on Mt. Sinai. 
He was being the gracious and merciful God He 
always has been and always will be. In making a 
conditional covenant, God wanted His people to 
see how helpless and hopeless they are when they 
try to depend on and trust in their own merits. He 
wanted us to see how short we fall of His right-
eous demands.  

Even though God’s people failed to keep their 
part of the covenant, God still kept His. He 
blessed His people for all eternity when He sent 
His Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Savior and Re-
deemer.  

On the night on which He was betrayed, Jesus 
took the cup and said, “This cup is the new cove-
nant in my blood” (1 Cor. 11:25). What makes this 
covenant new and better than the old one is that it 
is unconditional. God makes and keeps all the 
promises.  

In the new covenant, your sins are forgiven. 
You are given the faith to receive and believe the 
grace of that truth. In the new, your faith is pre-
served, and even strengthened. And you are given 
a glimpse, a foretaste, of the peace and unity with 
God that is already yours and will be experienced 
fully in eternity. Through the blood of Christ shed 
on the cross for you, you have been set free. 

By Rev. Rich Gizynski 
 

 

 

500 years before 
Christ 

 

Zechariah 
 

Matthew 26:28 
 
 
 

Dear Jesus, thank 
You for the new 

covenant in Your 
blood, and the 

freedom it gives 
me to live with 

You now and for-
ever. Amen. 


