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Gustave Doré 

“But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire.” 
 

Daniel 3:25 



 

 

600 years before 
Christ 

 

Daniel 
 

1 Peter 4:12-13 
 

Holy Father, 
through the un-
named man You 
saved Shadrach, 
Meshach, and 

Abednego from 
the fires of the 

furnace. We give 
You thanks that 
You sent Your 
Son to save us 

from death. In all 
places, help us to 
call on the name 
of Jesus and so 

come to new life. 
In this name we 

pray. Amen.  

 

If for nothing else, you should remember 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego for their 
names. They’re fun to say out loud, and you don’t 
often meet people named Shadrach, Meshach, or 
Abednego.  

And if you remember their names, you should 
also remember what happened to Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego. Because they refused to 
worship other gods besides the true God, the Bab-
ylonian king had them thrown into a furnace.  

We know the names of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. But there was also a fourth man in 
the fiery furnace. And he went unnamed.  

The Bible does not reveal this man’s name di-
rectly. All we know is that he was sent by God. 
Through this fourth man, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego survived the flames of the furnace. By 
this fourth man, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedne-
go lived in a place where there should have died.  

A grave is also a place of death. Nothing living 
should be there. As Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego were once thrown into the fiery fur-
nace, we will someday go to the grave. But also 
like them, we will not go to the grave alone.  

We know a man who came out of the grave 
alive, and we know His name. This is Jesus. He 
will be with us even in death. And through Him 
we will come back out, to live again.  

The name of the man who went with Shad-
rach, Meshach, and Abednego into the flames is 
unknown to us. But we know the name of Jesus. 
This is the name to remember. This is the name 
that gives us life.  

By Rev. Jonathan Mueller 

 

Today’s reading, like many prophecies in the 
Old Testament, is fulfilled in part in the Old Testa-
ment and finds ultimate fulfillment in the Messi-
ah. Joshua was the immediate fulfillment of Mo-
ses’ cry to the Lord for someone to lead the people 
when he is gone. Joshua was given the Spirit to 
lead the people, and the people followed him.  

The connection between Joshua’s name and 
Jesus’ name is frequently brought out. Although 
they translate into English a bit differently, the 
names share the same meaning: “salvation.” It is, 
then, no surprise that Joshua was an Old Testa-
ment figure of Jesus.  

Jesus calls Himself the Good Shepherd in John 
10, and He fulfills Moses’ words. The Messiah is 
the ultimate fulfillment of one appointed to lead 
the congregation. He calls us by name. We know 
His voice and follow Him. He has conquered the 
Promised Land. He has gone before us to the 
cross, where He defeated sin, death, and the pow-
er of the devil. He brings that victory to us. He 
leads us out and brings us back in each day. He 
leads us through the wilderness to the Promised 
Land, which is ultimately the new heaven and 
new earth. 

The Good Shepherd passage is not the only 
fulfillment of this text, though. Some of the same 
words are used in Matthew 9:36: “When He saw 
the crowds, He had compassion for them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep with-
out a shepherd.” We are the sheep upon whom 
our Lord has compassion. We are the ones har-
assed by life in the fallen world. He brings us His 
grace, mercy, and peace to see us through.  

By Rev. Matthew Brackman  

 

 

1400 years before 
Christ 

 

Moses 
 

Matthew 9:36 
John 10:11 

Good Shepherd, 
lead us in the way 
You would have 
us go. Grant us 

Your Holy Spirit 
so we hear Your 
voice and know 

Your grace, mer-
cy, and peace. 

Open our eyes so 
we see the Prom-

ised Land to 
which You are 

leading us. Amen. 



 

 

1000 years before 
Christ 

 

David 
 

Luke 1:39-56 
Luke 2:1-21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Jesus, in the 
hour of our need, 
visit Your people 

and be our 
strength and 

hope, so that we 
might praise Your 
Name in the land 

of the living. 
Amen. 

 

David’s prophetic Psalm 22 is a vivid picture of our 
Lord’s crucifixion. The Holy Spirit moved King David 
to pen the perfect poem capturing the cruelty of the 
crucifixion of Christ our Lord in all its horrifying and 
soul wrenching details. And yet, the heart of this psalm 
is a confession of faith and trust. Verse 21 is the turning 
point. Though our Lord is “a worm, and no man, a re-
proach of men and despised by the people” (Ps. 22:6), 
He trusts His Father: “You have answered Me … I will 
praise Your Name!” (Ps. 22:21).  

Jesus’ perfect trust of His Father did not begin at 
the cross. It had been there from the beginning: “From 
my mother’s womb You have been my God” (Ps. 
22:10). With these words, the miracle of Christmas is 
brought forth to the cross. In the womb of Mary was 
the One who is true Man and true God. Jesus’ entire 
life, from conception to crucifixion, was one of perfect 
obedience to and trust in His Father in heaven. Jesus 
did not deserve any death, let alone the horrors of the 
cross, but out of love for His creation, Jesus endured 
the agony of the cross for the salvation of man. 

By living the perfect life that He did and then by 
submitting to the death that He did, Jesus sanctified all 
life from conception to grave. The world may despise 
the unborn and the disabled, the nursing home resident 
and the child with Downs Syndrome, yet our Lord 
cherishes them. It was all of us who are weak and bur-
dened by the trials of this life that He came to redeem. 

We often find ourselves wondering where God is. 
Where is the help that He promised? In such moments, 
let us pray with Jesus the words of Psalm 22. Though 
we begin with “My God, my God, why have You for-
saken me,” we end with the great confession “that He 
has done this!” He has redeemed His people by the 
sacrifice of Jesus and granted us life by His resurrec-
tion. 

By Rev. Wm. G. Sabol 

 

When Israel saw Sinai shake with God’s glory, 
they stepped back and insisted Moses do the talk-
ing for them. That arrangement would hold, Mo-
ses taught, down through the ages. God would 
not speak directly but send prophets to speak for 
Him. The people would know true prophets when 
their words came to pass. 

The parade of prophets was all leading up to a 
premier seer. The last messenger would be like 
Moses. 

Moses was seemingly unique. He was both of 
a royal house and a shepherd. He worked mira-
cles no one of his age could match. He led his peo-
ple out of slavery. He sealed a new covenant and 
set up an ongoing place of God’s presence among 
His people. He was a prophet, a priest, and the 
leader of his people. He was nearly killed as a 
child but did not fear to confront the powerful. 
Deuteronomy 34:9-12 ends with the simple state-
ment that there has been no one like Moses in Isra-
el. 

But then the New Testament opens with a 
book that details again and again how Jesus not 
only matches Moses but surpasses him. Moses’ 
face shone after talking to God (Ex. 34:29-35); Je-
sus’ entire body is transfigured with light (Matt. 
17:1-5). All that we listed above as Moses’ unique 
work, Jesus matches and surpasses. 

Hebrews summarizes this: Moses was faithful 
as a servant; Jesus was faithful as a Son (Heb. 3:1-
6). If we had a duty to listen to the servant, we 
have a privilege to be in the household of the Son. 
Now we listen to one whose glory could shake the 
mountain but who chose instead to humbly enter 
the tomb to break it open forevermore. 

By Rev. A. Daniel Guagenti 

 

 

1400 years before 
Christ 

 

Moses 
 

Matthew 17:1-5 
John 6:14 

Acts 3:17-26 
 
 

 

Almighty God, 
give us ears to 

listen. Break the 
hardness of our 
hearts that we 
find our rest in 

You. Amen. 



 

 

1000 years before 
Christ 

 

David 
 

Romans 6:9 
John 10:10 

 
 

Lord of Life, bless 
us who still live 
in the shadow of 
death with the 

promise of length 
of days forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Who is Jesus, and why did He come? There is 
no more important question for Christians to be 
able to answer clearly and concisely. Jesus said 
about Himself that He came that His followers 
“may have life and have it abundantly” (John 
10:10). To Mary and Martha mourning the loss of 
their brother Lazarus, Jesus says He is “the resur-
rection and the life” (John 11:25). The prologue to 
John’s Gospel describes Jesus as the one who has 
life in Himself, and that His life is the light of men 
(John 1:4). If Jesus is about anything, it is about 
being the one who gives life abundantly and eter-
nally.  

Yet what Jesus is known most for is dying. 
Christian churches are adorned with crucifixes 
and crosses. Good Friday, the day of Jesus’ death, 
is still a statutory holiday in Canada. God’s Messi-
ah is known as The Messiah Who Dies as much as 
the Resurrected Lord.  

One cannot really understand joy without sad-
ness. In the same way, we cannot really under-
stand life without death. Perhaps that is why Ad-
am and Eve were so easily tempted by Satan. They 
had no frame of reference for “you will surely 
die.” We have no such problem: death is ever-
present in our world. Easter is celebrated with 
such happiness because Good Friday is the reality 
we perceive.  

Jesus, the Lord of Life, cried out to His Father 
that we who are bound in death might have 
“length of days forever and ever.” The answer 
came on Easter morning. For the first time in his-
tory, a human broke through from death to resur-
rected, eternal life. Jesus’ days have been extended 
to infinity. We sinners, by grace, now receive eter-
nal days from Jesus as a gift merited by His death.  

By Rev. Charles St-Onge 

 

When you go to the airport, you might see a 
person holding up a sign with someone’s name on 
it. This practice is often used when people don’t 
know the person getting off the airplane, to let 
them know that the person with the sign is the 
person they are supposed to go with.  

While Scripture had long promised a Messiah, 
an anointed one to save the people from their sins, 
before Jesus’ incarnation, that person still hadn’t 
“gotten off the airplane” yet. Ancient rabbis all 
agreed that Isaiah 52 and 53 were Messianic pas-
sages. What they did not agree about was the na-
ture of Messiah. Because they saw in Scripture 
strains that Messiah would come in glory and oth-
er strains that He would suffer, some even 
thought that there would be two Messiahs—a suf-
fering one like Joseph in Genesis and a glorious 
one like King David, restoring God’s people to 
prominence. 

Jesus fulfills both roles. In Isaiah, hundreds of 
years before Christ came on the scene, we get a 
glimpse of terrible suffering. Messiah would be 
pierced and crushed and would bear the mark of 
terrible wounds. Jesus would be pierced with nails 
in His hands and feet and a spear in His side. He 
would be crushed, asphyxiated on the cross. Some 
translations use “stripes” instead of “wounds,” 
which reminds us that Christ was whipped before 
being led to the cross. 

Christ would suffer, but then He would know 
glory again, rising to life and ascending into heav-
en. God tells us this hundreds of years before Je-
sus did it. Jesus Christ fulfills the role of suffering 
and the role of glory. He is truly Messiah, now 
and forever! 

By Rev. Christopher Truelsen 

 

 

700 years before 
Christ 

 

Isaiah 
 

John 19:1-8 
Romans 4:25 
1 Peter 2:24 

 

Lord Jesus, You 
suffered terribly 
for me, a poor, 

miserable sinner. 
I am not worthy 
of Your gracious 
love. I thank You 
for loving me in 
spite of this and 

giving me life and 
salvation. Amen. 


