
November 2022 Letter of Hope
Living out God's grace we seek to be neighbors to all!

House of Hope Lutheran Church
New Hope, MN

Pastor's Letter: 

Come worship together with us in
the sanctuary at 10:00 a.m.!

Masking is optional inside the building.

Time for Prayer on Tuesdays
 

Join Pastor Gretchen on Facebook Live at 
2:00 p.m. every Tuesday. You can watch this on the

House of Hope Lutheran Church Facebook page
(@houseofhopemn) at any time or pause

wherever you are at 2:00 p.m. and join live,
knowing others are praying with you.

Bible Study 
Have you been wanting to read the Bible with others? 

 Have you been missing Bible Study in person?  
Have you been wishing you knew more about your faith?

Join us in the Fellowship Hall at 11:00 a.m. Thursdays, for
an hour as we explore the Bible together. Bring a Bible, or

borrow one at church.  All are welcome!
 

Dear House of Hope,

In this season of harvest and thanksgiving, it is good for us to notice all that has been growing in our midst here at
House of Hope! What a difference a year makes. This fall we are back together in person, worshipping with
processional communion and congregational singing! Our partnerships with Wildfire churches are thriving as we
share in confirmation, God's Work Our Hands service day, and sponsoring of EveryMeal at local schools. We
continue to support the needs of our community by partnering with NEAR, PRISM, and Cooper High School. New
energy around welcome has grown as we have updated our Welcome Statement with Reconciling Works, learning
about welcome specifically to people in the LGBTQIA+ community, as well as developed a greater understanding of
our cultural competency through the work of the Racial Justice Team. With a new admin on our staff, Jeannie
Johnson (thanks for this great newsletter, Jeannie!) and a new one-pastor model, we are figuring out together how
to be House of Hope in this time and place.

In John 15:5, Jesus reminds us that "I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear
much fruit." This year, we are seeing the fruit of our labor continuing to grow and flourish here at House of Hope.

In November, we always reflect on the practice of stewardship, that is, how we use the resources that God has
given us. This year, we consider the question: What is Growing Here? As you reflect on your own gifts and fruits this
year, in your family, at work, in your personal life, and at House of Hope, we invite you to consider how you steward
your gifts and share the fruits of your labors. Please join us on November 20 to turn in a commitment of giving card
for 2023 in worship and celebrate all that is growing at House of Hope this year by joining us for brunch after
worship!

We give thanks for all that has been harvested and all the new growth to come, trusting in the one who plants the
seed in each of us, our great Creator and Lord.

We give thanks for you and all you contribute to House of Hope this year!

Pastor Gretchen



WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
TO OUR COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

Vote Your Values and Your Faith!
As Lutherans, we believe that it is important

for us to live out our faith through being a
part of our local, national, and global 

communities. An important part of that is 
voting in the people who represent us in our

towns, counties, states, and country.
Early voting has already begun by mail or 

in person. The last day to vote is
Tuesday, November 8

To request your mail in ballot, find out who 
will be on your ballot, or to find your early

voting location visit mnvotes.org
 

DON'T FORGET TO VOTE!

Potluck Sunday, November 6
All are welcome to join us for Pot Luck Sunday, November 6
after worship, in the Fellowship Hall. This will be our first
potluck since COVID! Bring a main dish, a salad, or a side
dish. Pumpkin pie will be provided for dessert. We hope
everyone can come and enjoy good food and fellowship.
Remember, Sunday, November 6 our clocks 'fall back' an
hour, so we all get an extra hour of sleep the night before.

Psalm 9:1, "I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart.

A prayer for Thanksgiving:  "God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around
your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather gifts from
your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we might honor your love and share your
light in our community, around our own tables, today and always. Amen."

Happy Thanksgiving from House of Hope Lutheran Church!

Photo courtesy of Roberta Etherington

Cooper Community Rake Leaves
 

Students and staff from Cooper High School
raked leaves in our community on October

19. The program allows students the
opportunity to be of service to others in the

community and to earn volunteer hours.
 

Thank you to all who donated items to
Cooper. Everything donated will go to those

students who are in need of the items.



LIVING OUT GOD'S  GRACE...  IN WORSHIP

Music Director's Notes

Read Along with the Lectionary

Nov 6: Time after Pentecost. Lectionary 32
Gospel Luke 20: 27-38, Psalm 17:1-9

Nov 13: Time after Pentecost. Lectionary 33
Gospel Luke 21:5-19, Psalm 98

Nov 20: Time after Pentecost. Lectionary 34
Gospel Luke 23:33-43, Psalm 46

Nov 27: First Sunday of Advent. Lectionary 35
Gospel Matthew 24: 36-44, Psalm 122

Looking Ahead:
Christmas Eve

 

Christmas Eve Services
Saturday, December 24

2:00 p.m. & 4:00 p.m.
 

No Services on Christmas Day

As we come to November light is fading away as our days grow shorter. Similarly, in the church, in
November we enter the “end days” of the church year. But in both cases we know that the light
will be returning! So it is a time of hope and remembrance not a time of sadness as we look
forward to a New Year in Christ!

As is our custom, our musical groups have been hard at work preparing music that helps us reflect
on the meaning of these various celebrations. On November 6, the Hope Chorale will sing Rejoice
by Anne Krentz Organ. Sunday, November 13, the Hope Bells will ring Now Thank We All Our God by
Sondra K. Tucker, as we give thanks for the blessings around us. November 20, as we celebrate
Christ the King and dedicate our Estimates of Giving for 2023, the Hope Chorale will sing At the
Name of Jesus by Lloyd Larson. We start the new church year, the First Sunday of Advent, on
November 27 with the Hope Chorale singing Is Your Heart Prepared for a King? by Robert Lau.

George

Join us for coffee, cookies, and
fellowship Sundays after worship!

Would you like to join a guild?
It's fun, easy, and training is provided.
Contact:
Alter - Kris Allen
Coffee Server - Kris Allen
Greeter - Chris Bearl
LiveStream - Karen Brehmer
PowerPoint - Kim Larson
Reader - Mae Lou Thompson
Usher - Becky Broeckel
Worship Assistant - Pastor Gretchen
                                   or Chris Bearl



LIVING OUT GOD'S GRACE...
THROUGH FAITH FORMATION

Stewardship Corner:

Commitment Sunday

Mark your calendars for Commitment Sunday, November 20. That Sunday, during worship, we
will make our financial commitments for 2023, and then celebrate by having brunch prepared by
George Zirbes in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited! Watch your mailboxes, Sunday bulletins,
and the Letter of Hope for more information. We will be asking everyone to RSVP for the brunch.
Whether your answer is "YES, I can come" or "NO, I cannot make it", be sure to respond so we can
plan accordingly.

The Parable of the Sower
Luke 8:4-8, 11-15

Our theme for this year's Stewardship Sunday is "What is Growing Here?". We are studying Luke 
8:4-8, 11-15 as part of the fall Stewardship program. In the Parable of the Sower, a farmer scattered
seeds on a path, on rocks, among thorns, and into good soil. The seeds on the path were eaten by
birds. The seeds on the rocks withered for lack of moisture. The seeds in the thorns, were choked to
death. The seeds that fell on good soil grew and produced a hundredfold. The seed is the Word of
God. The seeds that fall on good soil represent those who hear the Word of the kingdom and "hold
it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance."

Here are three lessons to be learned from this parable:

The first is that spreading the message of Christ should be easy. All you have to do is tell others
what Jesus has done for you. The farmer didn't have to be particularly skilled to scatter seed.

The second lesson is that the power to convert people to Christ isn't in us. It doesn't matter how
hard the farmer works. The crop depends upon the power that lies within the seed itself. We trust
that God is growing the seeds that we scatter. "The word of God is living and active." Hebrews 4:12

The third lesson is that when we share the Word of God people will respond. In Jesus's parable, one
out of the four soils yielded a good crop.

Jesus calls us to be stewards of Jesus' most important message. Jesus wants us to be the stewards
of God's Word of salvation. Jesus trusts us and wants to make us partners in building the church.
We have been honored to be included in growing something that will last.



Thank you for keeping House of Hope in your prayers
and for remembering your church with your 
financial support. Your kindness and steadfast love
has not gone unnoticed! 
What an exciting time to be in ministry together!

       Checks may be sent to: 
       House of Hope Lutheran Church 
       4800 Boone Ave N
       New Hope MN 55428

Or give online:
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/
320a5513-a965-406a-b599-7324da2

WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL... 
                                       IN OUR HOUSE OF HOPE COMMUNITY

Finance Team Update:
Thank you for your GENEROSITY!

Budget
$28,980
$29,359
$(379)

Receipts
Disb.
R less D

Actual
$27,6817
$30,008
$(2,327)

Difference
$1,298
$(649)
$1,947

Actual
$258,597
$297,783
$(39,186)

Receipts
Disb.
R less D

Difference
$2,221
$(29,913)
$32,134

Budget
$260,818
$267,869
$(7,051)

Description: Reading the Bible together is something that should bring joy and spark 
curiosity, especially when we're reading scripture with people who are different from us. 
In these November studies we'll be looking at passages in Isaiah, Matthew, and Acts that 
are important to many transgender and intersex Christians today, wondering about the expansive love of God, and
seeking opportunities to live that love out in our communities.

                                                      November 2nd - Isaiah and Gender: Restoring Relationships
                                                      November 9th - Jesus and Gender: Releasing Privilege  
                                                      November 16th - Acts and Gender: Claiming the Promise

Bio: Austen Hartke is the author of "Transforming: The Bible and the Lives of Transgender Christians," a book on
theology and personal narratives published by Westminster John Knox Press in 2018. He is also the founder and
director of Transmission Ministry Collective, an online community dedicated to the spiritual care, faith formation,
and leadership potential of transgender and gender-expansive Christians. Austen is a graduate of Luther Seminary’s
Master of Arts program in Old Testament/Hebrew Bible Studies, and is the winner of the 2014 John Milton Prize in
Old Testament Writing from the same institution. As a transgender person of faith, Austen's greatest passion is
helping other trans and gender-expansive people see themselves in scripture. 

Adult Education Wednesdays in November
Led by Austen Hartke

Sunday Worship in the
sanctuary is planned for
November 6, 13, 20 & 27!

 
No Worship Service on

Thanksgiving Day

God's abundance is clearly visible through you and
your generosity. We continue to be grateful for your
support of our shared mission here at House of Hope!
Our ministry continues in this time because of you and
your support!

 

September 1 through September 30, 2022
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
     

YTD January 1, 2022 through September 30, 2022
                                            

Thank you for your gifts to:
NEAR, PRISM, Luther Seminary



Racial Justice Group

WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
OUTSIDE OF OUR WALLS, IN OUR COMMUNITY!

Civil Rights Tour -  Summer 2023
 

Joining with St. Anthony Park Lutheran Church in St. Paul, House of Hope will be offering a week long trip to
Alabama in the summer of 2023. All ages, high school and up, are invited on this trip to explore the south and learn
about the work of Civil Rights. Families, couples, and singles of all ages are invited to join in! The trip is planned for
Monday, July 31 through Sunday, August 6, 2023. Let's continue our work towards racial justice, by learning more
about the history of faithful people working for equality in our country! Talk with Pastor Gretchen if you are
interested in joining us. An informational session will be coming soon.

The Racial Justice group will be studying and discussing these and other videos over the next few
months. Feel free to check these out and join us in our pursuit of a more dynamic and constructive
interaction with our neighbors. Our regular meeting is 7:00 on the first Thursday of each month. 
Feel free to follow these links to watch these videos and join us.

Moving Faith Communities to Fruitful Conversations about Race is a dialogue about race in America that
may be used to help your church bring people together to talk about moving forward bravely and
boldly in the name of Christ. The free resource is divided into four videos which may be used in one
or more sessions. Moving Faith Communities to Fruitful Conversations about Race is sponsored by the
Community Engagement Institute at Wesley Theological Seminary.

Introduction and Chapter 1: Why should race be a central focus? 
  https://youtu.be/2rcmasLn32I

Chapter 2: Why should local congregations participate in these conversations? 
  https://youtu.be/UIvkdaqfNSI

Chapter 3: How can congregations partner with law officials in the community? 
  https://youtu.be/Ox6Bp5Z1nrw

Chapter 4: What can your congregation do to make a difference? 
  https://youtu.be/B1k5rLHkpxg

Parents of Confirmation Students
Please plan to attend a parent info session

on Thursday, November 7, at 7:00 p.m. 
at Valley of Peace

2022 Minneapolis Gift & Art Expo
There are a limited number of FREE

tickets to the Minneapolis Gift & Art Expo
at the Minneapolis Convention Center.

The Expo runs November 4-6, 2022
Tickets are available in the church office.

Word Scramble Answers: THANKSGIVING, REFORMATION, FAITHFUL,
DIVERSITY, SINGING, STEWARDSHIP, COMMITMENT, EQUALITY



  Nov 9
Nov 14
Nov 18
Nov 23

 Nov 1
 Nov 4
 Nov 9

 Nov 10
Nov 12
Nov 12
Nov 13
Nov 15
Nov 20
Nov 20
Nov 23
Nov 25
Nov 26
Nov 30

Blake Sundeen
Virgie Robinson
Arrianna Zirbes
Britta Walstrom
Rod Olson
Rose Wangen
Mona Rae Wanous
Eunice Gran
Becky Broeckel
Ryan Montgomery
Olivia Sundeen
Ella Mae Bjorkman
Chris Bearl
Erik Nyquist

                                  Coffee Servers
 11/6  - Mary & Gil Sundeen, Mandy Scott
11/13 - Becky & Tom Broeckel, Mandy Scott
11/20 - Marlene Holmquist, Sharon Johnson, Mandy Scott
11/27 - Theresa Henderson, Marilyn Eggert, Mandy Scott

November Guild Information

Worship Assistant
  11/6 - Kaela Halupnick
11/13 - Chris Brewster
11/20 - Erin Paulsen
11/27 - Chris Bearl

WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL... 
                                       IN OUR HOUSE OF HOPE COMMUNITY

Happy Birthday!

Happy

Anniversary!!

Live Stream to FaceBook
  11/6 - Sam Wangen
11/13 - Kevin Anderson
11/20 - Mark Jensen
11/27 - Joe Brehmer

Greeter
  11/6 - Muriel Armstrong
11/13 - Nancy Elliott
11/20 - Gary Wittmer
11/27 - Shirley & Richard
                     Fulmer

Reader
  11/6 - Chris Brewster
11/13 - Betty Johnson
11/20 - Marlene Holmquist
11/27 - Jane Griffith

PowerPoint
  11/6 - Kara Hansen
11/13 - Sophie Wangen
11/20 - Barb Drenth
11/27 - Christine Beck

Usher
  11/6 - Gil Sundeen
11/13 - Randy Vescelius
11/20 - Nancy Elliott
11/27 - Tom Broeckel

Lynette & Jim Neus
Eunice & Burt Gran
Pat & Len Carlson
Maria & Eric Hanson

Buy RaiseRight Cards
(formerly known as Scrip Cards)

Did you know that when you purchase RaiseRight Cards you are supporting a fundraiser to the
general fund for House of Hope? Also known as scrip fundraising, YOU help raise money by
purchasing and using gift cards to many of your favorite places. Use a gift card purchased here at
House of Hope instead of using cash or credit to pay for everyday purchases such as groceries, gas,
dining out, or that morning cup of coffee. There are many different cards to purchase, if you don't
see the card you're looking for, ask and we'll see if we can order it. The Holidays are just around
the corner, stock up on cards now to use as stocking stuffers, as a 'thank you' to a helpful neighbor,
or for yourself.  Contact Cheryl Wallenfelt if you have questions or would like to purchase cards.
You can also purchase cards in the church office Monday - Friday from 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 



Do you have an announcement for the December newsletter?  
Email Jeannie Johnson at office@hohlc.org or leave your

announcement in her office mailbox before November 21, 2022.

WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
TO OUR COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

PRISM Community Events
Friday, November 11         PRISM Volunteer Get-together at Pocket Square in New Hope
Thursday, November 17   Give to the MAX day 
Thursday, November 24   Walk to End Hunger Fundraiser at the Mall of America
                                              Registration is Free. Register your walking team at

https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/walktoendhunger2022/register/form/classification

Many of our neighbors continue to have a need for assistance during these trying times. During the
month of September 113,317 pounds of food was distributed, there was 222 new participating
households (a total of 1,219 households served), and 2,143 visits made to Marketplace Food Shelf.

Holiday Toy Distribution
PRISM is sponsoring the annual Holiday Toy Distribution on Saturday, December 17 from 9am-3pm at
Valley Community Presbyterian Church. Drop off deadline to PRISM is Thursday, December 8, at 5pm.

November Donation Drive Focus:  Holiday Toys, Gifts, Gift Cards

                       NEAR Community Events
                       Give to the Max Day: 11/17/22  Each time you make a gift during Give to the Max, you  
                       could help NEAR to win part of the $100,000+ Prize Pool! Giving begins November 1.

                       Annual Holiday Toy Distribution Event:  12/17/22 NEAR is excited to announce that this
                       year they will be returning to the Crystal Community Center on Saturday, December 17.
They are asking for donations, including toys and games for ages 1-17, purchased or homemade
knitted/crocheted caps/hats, mittens/gloves, and scarves for all ages. Monetary donations are also
greatly appreciated.

November Donation Drive Focus:  Shampoo, Soup, Cereal, and Canned (or Boxed) Meals
NEAR can also use paper bags and one dozen size egg cartons.

WORD SCRAMBLE

NGAKTNVHIIGS  ___________________________________

ARTIOERFNMO   ___________________________________

ULTIFAFH             ___________________________________

DIRTYVESI            ___________________________________

INNSIGG            _______________________________

THRPSAIWSDE  _______________________________

ONTETIMCMM  _______________________________

LTYUEQIA           _______________________________
Answers on Page 6


