
 
We are thankful to be worshipping in person again! House of Hope will also continue livestreaming worship

services on Facebook. (www.facebook.com/houseofhopemn) Masking is optional within House of Hope. 
The congregation is invited to sing along with the hymns. Individual communion cups will continue to be

provided. We are so glad to be worshipping in our sanctuary space again!

September 2022 Letter of Hope
Living out God's grace we seek to be neighbors to all!

House of Hope Lutheran Church
New Hope, MN

Pastor's Letter: 

Come worship together with us in the
sanctuary at 10 am!

Masking is optional inside the building.

Dear House of Hope,

As much as I love to see the summer arrive at the beginning of June, there is something so wonderful about
September and the return of school, the program year, and a little more routine. For our family of six, the routine
of school and weekends will be a welcome change from the chaos of the summer. This fall of 2022, I think many of
us are hopeful that our routines will feel a little more normal as we continue in this third year of pandemic. And
we pray that House of Hope will feel more “normal” as well.

As we return to normal both in our home lives and at church, we have to ask ourselves, what does that mean?
Just as the Israelites in the book of Exodus were set free from slavery and had to consider how to live their
“normal” lives once they reached the land of Canaa, we too must investigate who we are today and what values
we want to reinstate into our schedules as the routine of fall begins.

What do we want to prioritize? What values do we want to lead us? What routines can we put in place to center
God and God’s calling in all that we do?

As we step into our old routines, let’s make sure that we are letting go of routines that no longer suit us and
making room for new routines that help us to focus on what is most important. In our daily lives, let us find ways
to connect with God and our neighbors - with a morning prayer, a routine daily walk, a blessing from our window,
or a moment of thanks in the evening. As House of Hope, let’s examine what we want to be doing in our weekly
and monthly routines in order to best live out God’s grace and truly be a neighbor to all.

And, in all we do, let’s look for where God is leading us. Each morning, let’s give thanks to God for the new day
and look to God’s call for us in this time and place. As the African American Spiritual goes “In the morning when I
rise, give me Jesus!  You can have all the rest, give me Jesus!” (ELW 770)

Peace be upon you in this season of change,

Pastor Gretchen

New Bible Study This Fall!
Have you been wanting to read the Bible with others?  Have you been missing Bible Study in person? 
 Have you been wishing you knew more about your faith? After the break from Covid, let's try a new

time- 11am on Thursdays starting on Thursday, September 15th. We'll meet in the Fellowship Hall
for an hour as we explore the Bible together. Bring a Bible, or borrow one at church. All are welcome!

If you are interested in Zoom options to pop in on your lunchbreak, talk to Pastor Gretchen.



WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
TO OUR COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

ELCA Churchwide Assembly

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly met August
8 through August 12, 2022 at the Greater
Columbus Convention Center in Columbus,
Ohio. This was the first meeting the
denomination had since the pandemic.

At this meeting they saw the election of the
first Asian American vice president, as well
as support for the #Landback movement and
a long awaited apology.

The ELCA gave an apology to Santa Maria
Peregrina for actions from this past year. 

Imran Siddiqui was elected as the vice
president of the denomination, making him
the first Asian American elected to the
highest office a layperson can hold.

For more information about the ELCA
Churchwide Assembly please visit their
website at religiousnews.com 

Photo by Janine Truppay, courtesy ELCA 

Rally Sunday
Blessing of the Backpacks

BikeMN is coming to House of Hope!
Do you know how to ride a bike? Do you know an adult  who
would like to learn how to ride a bike? BikeMN will be in the
north parking lot at House of Hope September 12, 19, and 26
from noon until 2:00 p.m. This unique program offers adults
the ability to learn how to ride a bike. Participants will receive
one-on-one instruction by trained BikeMN staff. Participants
will also receive a free bike, helmet, lock, and lights! 

Visit www.bikemn.org if you would like to register, volunteer,
donate, or just learn more about this program.

Let's kick off the fall and a new program year
of the church on Sunday, September 11, 2022.

Children are invited to bring their backpacks
to worship to be blessed.

Time for Prayer on Tuesdays
 

Join Pastor Gretchen on Facebook Live at 
2:00 p.m. every Tuesday. You can watch this on the

House of Hope Lutheran Church Facebook page
(@houseofhopemn) at any time or pause

wherever you are at 2:00 p.m. and join live, knowing
others are praying with you.

SAVE THE DATE

Wildfire Churches, God's work. Our hands.
Saturday, September 10, 2022

Look for information in the September 4 bulletin.



LIVING OUT GOD'S  GRACE...  IN WORSHIP

Music Director's Notes

Read Along with the Lectionary

Sept 4: Time after Pentecost. Lectionary 23
Gospel Luke 14:25-33, Psalm 1

Sept 11: Time after Pentecost. Lectionary 24
Gospel Luke 15:1-10, Psalm 51:1-10

Sept 18: Time after Pentecost. Lectionary 25
Gospel Luke 16:1-13, Psalm 113

Sept 25: Time after Pentecost. Lectionary 26
Gospel Luke 16:19-31, Psalm 146

Join us for coffee,
cookies, and

fellowship Sundays
after worship!

Sunday Worship in the sanctuary is planned for September 4, 11, 18 & 25!

National Lutheran Choir
 

Starting September 7, tickets will be
available for the National Lutheran 
Choir's (NLC) 2022-2023 season!

Join the choir in-person or virtually
for a variety of NLC experiences.
The annual All Saints program will 
include John Rutter's Requiem. The
Christmas Festival will feature
favorites from the past 20 years, as
well as some new works. In the 
spring, the NLC will celebrate
Artistic Director David Cherwien's
final performance with the choir at
the Spring Concert.

While tickets and season passes are
available for in-person events, a
Virtual Subscription is an opportunity
to connect with the choir online.

For more information visit nlca.com

Wow, it's September! That means it's time for Oktoberfest!
And, it means our musical groups are once again rehearsing
so that they can offer their best for our Sunday worship.
Everyone is invited to participate in our of our musical
groups - ALL ARE WELCOME! is not just a slogan. Remember,
participation in the Hope Chorale or Hope Ringers is not
limited. You do not have to be a soloist to participate in
either group. The only qualification you need to be part of a
group is a desire to make music to the Lord (and to have a
little fun along the way)!

During September you will hear these selections during
worship. On Sunday September 11, the Hope Chorale will
sing As Jacob with Travel by Hal Hopson; Sunday, September
18, you will hear Sing to Him a Song of Praise by Cindy Berry
sung by the Hope Chorale; September 25, the Hope Bells will
ring Wherever I May Wander by Sondra K. Tucker; Sunday
October 2, the Hope Chorale will sing In the Breaking of the
Bread by Zebulon Highben.

On a personal update, recovery from my back surgery is
going very well. As everything heals there are some physical
limitations I have to follow (no bending, don't lift anything
over ten pounds, etc.) otherwise I can resume regular
activities. A very large THANK YOU for all the prayers, cards,
and expressions of concern and support. They are greatly
appreciated. It is truly reassuring to know that so many
people are praying for me!

George



LIVING OUT GOD'S GRACE...
THROUGH FAITH FORMATION

Stewardship Corner:
I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before
you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live.  Deuteronomy 30:19
 

Our First Reading for September 4 is Deuteronomy 30:15-20. The Israelites
are coming to the end of their journey in the wilderness and are about to
enter the promised land. God has entered into a covenant with God’s
people which demands their wholehearted commitment to God. God,
through Moses, offers them a choice, life and prosperity or death and
adversity. If they follow God’s commandments, they will prosper in their
new land. If they abandon God and worship other gods, they will not live
long in their new land.  

In the Gospel for September 4, Luke 14:25-33, Jesus talks about the cost of
discipleship. Jesus uses harsh terms in saying that we cannot be his
disciples unless we hate our father and mother, spouse and children,
brothers and sisters, and even life itself. Did Jesus really mean this?  He did
mean it, but not literally. The book of Luke was originally written in Greek
and the word used for “hate” was a comparative word. So what Jesus was
saying was that we must love God more than our parents, spouse, siblings,
and life itself. These verses tell us that if it comes down to a choice between
Jesus and our father or mother or spouse or children, we must choose
Jesus to be his disciple.     

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, responding to Luke 14:25-33, called on people to count
the cost of accepting God’s grace. It means accepting a life of service and
sacrifice. Bonhoeffer not only said it, but he also lived it. He left a safe
teaching job in New York City and returned to Germany to spy and plot
against Hitler. He was executed by the Nazis before his 40th birthday,
leaving behind his family, friends, and fiancé. He did not hate his family,
friends, and fiancé, but he loved Christ more.  

The Reading and Gospel for September 4 call us to steward our own lives.
When God calls us, God invites us to count the cost. Jesus is clear that it
may not be easy. The Israelites would face hardship in their new land. The
apostles were persecuted. But Jesus didn’t expect them, and doesn’t
expect us, to do it alone. Christ will lead us. Christ will go with us. Christ will
fill us with the Holy Spirit. Christ will provide us with the strength and the
will to continue. Christ will even carry us in those places where we cannot
carry ourselves. Christ also promises to raise us to new life – in this world
and the next.  

Amen. 

BECOME A
HOST FAMILY

Host Exchange Students in the
U.S. AFS-USA is seeking host
families in our community for
international high school
exchange students arriving this
fall. These young people
represent many countries from
regions such as Europe, Asia,
Africa, South America, and the
Middle East! They are among the
more than 2,000 international
AFS students hosted in the U.S.
each year.

Welcoming an AFS Exchange
Student is a wonderful way to
help change the world without
leaving home. These students
attend local high schools,
participate in local community
life, and are encouraged to share
aspects of their culture. They also
discover first-hand what it's like
to live in America, and they form
lasting friendships that create
enduring links between the U.S.
and other countries. Help share
our amazing community with
students from around the world!
To learn more, visit afsusa.org OR
email gmustafa@afsusa.org



Racial Justice Group

WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
OUTSIDE OF OUR WALLS, IN OUR COMMUNITY!

August Pastoral Acts
August 12, Memorial Service for Ben Thompson
August 26, Memorial Service for Anne Schendel
August 28, Blessing of Union for Kayla Nyquist    
                      and Joseph Therkildsen

We Welcome Cooper Football
Beginning September 1, we welcome the
Cooper varsity football team. They will be

here every Thursday for their weekly
spaghetti dinner throughout the season. 

Go HAWKS! 

Intergenerational Civil Rights Tour
Summer 2023

 

Working alongside St. Anthony Park Lutheran in St. Paul, the
Racial Justice Team is working to plan a Civil Rights Tour in
Alabama next summer.  We'd love to have a good group
heading down to learn about this important time in history
and reflect on what it teaches us and invites us to do in our
own neighborhood.  Are you or your family interested in
learning more?  Talk to Pastor Gretchen or Ben Allen to 
receive additional information.

Race, Ethnicity and Culture

Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Cultureexpresses the ELCA’s calling to celebrate culture and
ethnicity.  This calling commits the ELCA to confront racism, to engage in public leadership, witness
and deliberation on these matters, and to advocate for justice and fairness for all people. The
statement is grounded in the conviction that the church has been gathered together in the joyful
freedom of the reign of God as announced by and embodied in Jesus. That reign has not come in its
fullness, but the message of God's yes to the world breaks down all dividing walls as we live into that
promise. 

In daily life, cultural, ethnic and racial differences matter, but they can be seen and celebrated as
what God intends them to be – blessings rather than means of oppression and discrimination. We
are a church that belongs to Christ, where there is a place for everyone. Christ’s church is not ours to
control, nor is it our job to sort, divide, categorize or exclude. This statement was adopted by the
1993 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.

QUILTING RESUMES TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13! 
The quilters meet the second and fourth Tuesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall from 9:00 a.m. to noon.
Come join the fun! Anyone is welcome, whether you are an experienced sewer, or you can tie a knot and use a
scissor. All quilts created are donated to various locations such as homeless shelters and hospitals.



Thank you for keeping House of Hope in your prayers
and for remembering your church with your 
financial support. Your kindness and steadfast love
has not gone unnoticed! 
What an exciting time to be in ministry together!

       Checks may be sent to: 
       House of Hope Lutheran Church 
       4800 Boone Ave N
       New Hope MN 55428

Or give online:
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/
320a5513-a965-406a-b599-7324da2

WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL... 
                                       IN OUR HOUSE OF HOPE COMMUNITY

Finance Team Update:
Thank you for your GENEROSITY!Save the Date

 

September 17, 2022
House of Hope will be hosting ... 

Thank you!
Thank you for your

generosity in
supporting

Luther Seminary,
NEAR, Lutheran
Social Services, 

and PRISM.

We are excited to be hosting
Oktoberfest again this fall!

 

Join us Saturday, September 17 from 3:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. in the north parking lot and

backyard at House of Hope for our annual
Oktoberfest celebration!

 

We've got it all... brats, beer, games, silent
auction baskets, and Todd Stupnik's band. 

Bring your friends and neighbors!

BASKETS NEEDED FOR
OKTOBERFEST SILENT AUCTION!

We will be asking for donations of Gift Baskets
for the silent auction, as we've done in the
past.
Gift basket ideas are available in the narthex.

Please bring completed gift basket and the
form that describes the contents and value of
the basket to the church no later than
September 11.

Contact Karen Brehmer at 612-799-7069 or
karen.brehmer@comcast.net with questions.

Budget
$28,980
$29,359
$(379)

Receipts
Disb.
R less D

Actual
$20,968
$37,426
$(16,458)

Difference
$8,011
$(8,066)
$16,078

Actual
$204,974
$239,948
$(34,974)

Receipts
Disb.
R less D

Difference
$(2,115)
$(30,797)
$28,682

Budget
$202,859
$209,151
$(6,292)

God's abundance is clearly visible through you and your
generosity. We continue to be grateful for your support of our
shared mission here at House of Hope! Our ministry continues
in this time because of you and your support!

 

July 1 through July 31, 2022
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

     
            Year to date January 1, 2022 through July 31, 2022
                                            



  Sept 3      Lisa & Kevin Anderson
  Sept 3      Shirley & Richard Fulmer
  Sept 5      Jody & Bob Bonsen
Sept 10     Mary & Gil Sundeen
Sept 11     Annette & Paul Hansen
Sept 15     Marty & Ken Gorsky
Sept 16     Lynn & Jim Bursell
Sept 16     Jana & Jim Van Sistine
Sept 20     Karen & Joe Brehmer
Sept 21     Michelle & Shawn Follmer
Sept 23     Colleen & Steve Nightengale
Sept 25     Michelle & Scott Reger
Sept 28     Sharon & Arlen Johnson

Sept 1
Sept 4
Sept 7
Sept 9
Sept 9
Sept 9

Sept 13
Sept 13
Sept 14
Sept 16
Sept 16
Sept 19
Sept 20
Sept 24
Sept 24
Sept 28
Sept 28
Sept 29

Jim Bursell
Naya Gonzalez
Abby Hansen
BJ Bjorkman
Sharon Johnson
Kaitlyn Remple
Shirley Fulmer
Noah Montgomery
Herbert Lemire
Ashton Persaud
Gil Sundeen
Gale Friedrich
Paul Hansen
Shawn Follmer
Jean Wild
Swaro Persaud
Jana Van Sistine
Ryan Halupnick

                                  Coffee Servers
  9/4 - Chris & Gary Bearl, Mandy Scott
9/11 - Chris & Gary Bearl, Mandy Scott
9/18 - Becky & Tom Broeckel, Mandy Scott
9/25 - Marlene Holmquist, Sharon Johnson, Mandy Scott

September Guild Information

Worship Assistants
  9/4 - Erin Paulsen
9/11 - Chris Bearl
9/18 - Kaela Halupnick
9/25 - Erin Paulsen

Live Stream
  9/4 - Joe Brehmer
9/11 - Mark Jensen
9/87 - Sam Wangen
9/25 - Kevin Anderson

Greeters
  9/4 - Clarice Sulzbach
9/11 - Jane Griffith
9/18 - Chris Bearl
9/25 - Lynette
            & Jim Neus

Readers
  9/4 - Karen Brehmer
9/11 - Marlene Holmquist
9/18 - Ken Erickson
9/25 - Mae Lou Thompson

If you would like to join a guild, please contact the
facilitator of the guild(s) you would like to be a part of.

They would love to hear from you!
Training will be provided, if needed.  

Guild               Facilitator               Phone/Text Number
Coffee             Kris Allen                           763-202-5139
Greeter           Chris Bearl                        612-227-2953
Livestream     Karen Brehmer                612-799-7069
PowerPoint    Kim Larson                       763-218-4148
Reader            Mae Lou Thompson       763-544-5287
Usher              Becky Broeckel                763-447-5472

WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL... 
                                       IN OUR HOUSE OF HOPE COMMUNITY

Happy
Birthday!

Happy
Anniversary!!

Ushers
  9/4 - Gary Bearl
9/11 - Tom Broeckel
9/18 - Joe Brehmer
9/25 - Nancy Elliott



Do you have an announcement 
for the October newsletter?  

Email Jeannie Johnson at office@hohlc.org
or leave your announcement in her office

mailbox before September 20.

WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
TO OUR COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

Prisim totals for
June & July

                                                        June                 July
Marketplace Food Shelf
 Households served                      1,191                1,058              
 Individuals served                        2,795                2,497
 Number of visits                           2,170                1,724
 New participant households          209                   201              
 Food distributed                       162,346lbs        99,903 lbs

Shop For Change
 Total Sales                                  $25,547           $24,681
 Total Transactions                         1,716                1,774

Homelessness Prevention
 Housing Line Calls                            287                    175
 Number of Households                     32                      27 
 Average money provided           $5,904               $6,156
 Total money provided            $188,942           $166,217

Volunteer Hours                          1,891                 1,768       
Next Meeting:                           Monday, Sept. 12, 2022
Sept. Donation Drive Focus: Winter Coats, Hats, Gloves 

WILDFIRE CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUP

Wildfire Caregiver Support group meets at
10:00 am on the first and third Tuesdays each
month at HOH. 

The overall GOAL of a caregiver support
group is to enhance the caregiver's coping
skills through mutual support and
informational sharing. 

There is no need to register for this group,
just come! Our Parish Nurse, Debbie Haney is
the facilitator along with Mary Ann Pukal as
the co-facilitator.

Questions? 
Contact Debbie at (612) 408-2049 or Mary
Ann at (763) 533-8333

Every Meal (the organization the
Wildfire Kidpack works with to 
distribute weekend meals) is currently NOT
able to accept non- perishable food items. 

They do need your financial support!!  
 

Checks can be made payable to
House of Hope

with Every Meal in the memo.

House of Hope currently has 2 groups serving
Lakeview and Forrest Elementary schools. 

If you are interested or have questions please
contact:  Ben Allen 763-242-3312 
                   Gary Bearl 763 - 537-1037
                   or Kris Allen 763-202-5139

  EVERY MEAL NEEDS

Calling all Knitters & Crocheters
It's hard to believe that winter is fast approaching!

If you knit or crochet, you can bless others with
your talent by creating hats, scarves, and mittens.
All items created will be donated to those in need.

NEWS from the NEAR Food Shelf
NEAR is excited to announce that this year they will be
returning to the Crystal Community Center on Saturday,
December 17 for the Annual Holiday Toy Distribution!
For this event they are asking for donations, including
toys and games for ages 1-17. Also needed for this event
is purchased or handmade knitted/crocheted caps/hats,
mittens/gloves, and scarves for all ages. 
Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated.

NEAR and PRISM collected 1,640 pounds of food and
$1,162 from local shoppers at Almsted's Fresh Market.
The food drive was held July 22 - 23 at Almsted's. Food
collected will be divided between the NEAR and PRISM
food shelves.  


