
June 2022 Letter of Hope
Living out God's grace we seek to be neighbors to all!

House of Hope Lutheran Church
New Hope, MN

Pastor's Letter: 

Come worship together with us in the sanctuary at 10 am!
Masking is now optional inside the building.

Dear Friends of House of Hope,

As the spring shifts to summer, I am reminded of the rhythms of life. The sun rises and sets, taking longer to
crisscross the sky these days. We get up, do the work of the day, rest, and sleep. Our weeks begin with
Monday, perhaps each day has its own activity until we get to Sunday and join together again in worship. The
seasons shift, we grow older each year, the rhythms of life.  

God provides guidance for our lives and their rhythms. As the Israelites entered the wilderness, having been
just freed from the Egyptians and led across the Red Sea by Moses, God helped them to figure out how to live
together as free people, including guidance for their rhythms of life. God said, “8 Remember the Sabbath day
and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the
LORD your God; you shall not do any work…11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and
all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated
it” (Exodus 20). With the confirmation students we talk about the 10 Commandments and how this particular
commandment is to remind us the Israelites that they are no longer slaves - they are beloved and valuable
without working, producing, or creating all the time. God instructs us in this way as well- to remember our
belovedness, to rest, to have sabbath.

It is from this concept that pastors are suggested to take a “sabbatical” of 12 weeks every 5 - 7 years. A rest
from labor, a reset, a reminder that we, too, are beloved just as we are. Because I’ve just started as your senior
pastor, your Leadership Team and I decided to split my sabbatical time, so I’ll be taking 6 weeks of sabbatical
this summer (from June 6th-July 17th) and 6 weeks next summer. I am so thankful to be a part of a
congregation that supports my ministry and my personhood in this way.  

As I’m on sabbatical this month and next, I encourage you to lean into Sabbath as well. What would it look like
to take a whole day off from work or tasks each week? Perhaps your life doesn’t allow you to take a full day of
rest every week, but there are ways to weave in rest to honor your belovedness. Start the day with 10 minutes
of quiet and coffee or add in a 30 minute walk to clear your mind, or take time each night to journal and
reflect on God’s presence in your day, or take one minute each hour to take deep breaths. Whatever reminds
you of your belovedness, whatever helps you to feel rested, whatever reminds you of God’s presence with
you- this is the Sabbath that God promises us and commands of us.  

May God bless you in this season of summer with a renewed sense of rest and belovedness,

Pastor Gretchen



LIVING OUT GOD'S  GRACE...  IN WORSHIP

Music Director's Notes
Why do we worship? We worship God in
many ways — a stroll in a flower garden,
listening to a great choir, appreciating a fine
painting or sculpture, or quietly reading the
bible. So perhaps the question should be
why do we come together to worship? For
me it gives strength to my soul to be with a
group hearing the word of God and joining
together in various forms of praise. But it’s
more than that. We gather together
because we are instructed in the Bible to
gather together. We gather together to
derive strength for our daily lives by being
together with others in worship.  In some
parts of the world they gather together
(sometimes secretly) because there is
strength in numbers and it is a hostile
environment for Christians. We gather
together because hearing God’s word in a
community gives the word more vitality. We
gather together because singing and
praying together better helps us to prepare
to go out into the world and share our
Christian love. So for these and many more
reasons we gather together to worship. As
the lure of outdoor activities of summer
beckon to us let us not forget that we need
to come together to worship as well as
enjoy all that God provides for us outside!

George

Read Along with the Lectionary
June 5 -

 
June 12 -

 
June 19 -

 
June 26 -

 

Gospel:
Psalm:

Gospel:
Psalm:

Gospel:
Psalm:

Gospel:
Psalm:

John 14:8-27
104:24-34, 35b
John 16:12-15
Psalm 8
Luke 8:26-39
Psalm 22:19-28
Luke 9:51-62
Psalm 16

Vacation Bible School
                                      Superheroes VBS!
                                  Kids ages 3 through the
                                  completion of 5th grade are
                                  invited to participate in
                                  Wildfire Vacation Bible School
this summer! August 1st - 4th (M-Th) from 5 pm
to 8 pm at Elim Lutheran Church in Robbinsdale.
Join us in learning about Bible Heroes like David,
Mary, Deborah, and Daniel! Learn how Jesus
helps us to be strong, courageous, helpful and
fearless while having fun singing, making crafts,
playing games, and being friends. Sign up sheets
are available here in the church office. 



LIVING OUT GOD'S GRACE...
THROUGH FAITH FORMATION

Stewardship Corner:

We will continue livestreaming services on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/houseofhopemn)

 

Masking is optional within House of Hope. The congregation is invited to sing along with the hymns.
Individual communion cups will continue to be provided. We are so glad to be worshipping in our sanctuary space again!

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. ... If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 
                                                                                                                                  Galatians 5:22-23a, 25

 A steward guided by the Spirit will, above all, do everything out of love – love for God, love for others,  
love for the church, love for creation.
 A steward guided by the Spirit will find joy and gratitude both in receiving the abundant life that Christ
came to give and in being a conduit of everything he or she has received.
 One who is guided by the Spirit will be a steward of peace, creatively looking for ways to promote
reconciliation and justice.
 A steward guided by the Spirit will be patient and kind – to family, to friends, to the clerk in the store
and the person on the street.
 A steward guided by the Spirit will give generously in response to God’s many gifts to us, especially
the gift of his Son, Jesus, whose death and resurrection ensures our salvation. 
 A steward guided by the Spirit expresses faithfulness to the calling of God, whether that is in ministry,
in marriage, or in one’s vocation.
 A steward guided by the Spirit exhibits gentleness in dealing with others, communicating, and acting
in a humble way to treat people with respect, as Jesus did.
 A steward guided by the Spirit learns self-control, that is, resisting the temptations to consume more
than one needs. 

The Second Reading for June 26 includes the verses above. The Christian who is “guided by the Spirit”
will show the fruit of the Spirit more and more. What does the fruit of the Spirit look like in a steward
guided by the Spirit?  

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

God, fill me with the Spirit and guide my steps. Help me to walk in a way that reveals Jesus Christ to the
world. Amen



Juneteenth has historically been celebrated by black and brown people on June 19 commemorating the
liberation of the last slaves in Texas in 1865, two years after the emancipation proclamation had abolished
slavery. In 2021, President Biden signed a law recognizing June 19 as Juneteenth National Independence
Day, creating a federal holiday commemorating the end of slavery in the United States. In our present-day
society what should indeed be a day of celebration of true freedom and equality is constantly obstructed
and overshadowed by the ongoing and escalating acts of racial injustices, marginalization, brutality, and
hate. All these things make it hard for black and brown people to truly celebrate any kind of freedom.

How do we celebrate this day in order support and realize the freedom and equality of our black and
brown neighbors? Below is a list of suggestions written by Guimel Carvalho and Amy Hogarth  on the 
“Anti-Racism Is a Verb Blog”, June 17, 2018. These suggestions are ways that black and brown people would
like to see white people celebrate Juneteenth.

1. Deeply consider the wound of racism on the hearts of every Black American.

2. Read, study Black history, Black poets, Black leaders, Black achievements, listen to your Black neighbors’
    stories.

3. Do things about racism as readily as you do things for your own children.

4. Make a list of resolutions, of promises, of vows about what will it take for us to use our power, our
    privilege, our platforms of power to give space to Black and Brown leaders.

5. Find an accountability partner and make the list public of what actions you will take. A lot of those
    actions will be giving up privilege and making room for folks who you may not have noticed have 
    no room at all.

6. Stop talking about how uncomfortable it is to talk about racism or police violence.

7. Stop being afraid of your own internalized white supremacy. Search and look within at hard facts of
    thought and deed. Who cares about being comfortable? What about being true, brave and real instead?

8. Stop talking and listen to what needs to be done.

9. Plan on spending time in spaces with folks who are not like you.

10. Hold other white people accountable not on social media, instead with measured voices that call 
    folks in to look and wrestle – to change. Have courageous conversations, in hearing folks out and 
    in allowing themselves to feel terrible and to let that feeling be a crucible for change.

These types of actions seem even more relevant today than in 2018 and perhaps if we embrace and act on
them through God’s grace, we will in our future truly celebrate the freedom and equality with love for all
people together on Juneteenth National Independence Day.

Please join us on the first Thursday of every month at 7:00 pm for our regular Racial Justice Group Meeting.
Contact Ben Allen with questions, or to join: bgallen@carleton.edu, 763-242-3311.

LIVING OUT GOD'S GRACE...
THROUGH FAITH FORMATION

Racial Justice Group



Thank you for keeping House of Hope in your prayers and for remembering your church with your 
financial support. Your kindness and steadfast love has not gone unnoticed! 
What an exciting time to be in ministry together!

       Checks can be sent to: 
       House of Hope Lutheran Church 
       4800 Boone Ave N
       New Hope MN 55428

Or give online: https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/320a5513-a965-406a-b599-7324da2

We Seek to be Neighbors to all...
In our House of Hope Community

Thank you for your Offering!

House of Hope's Updated
Welcome Statement

In April, the Leadership Team approved
the following additions to our welcome
statement at House of Hope. These
changes do not change the intent of our
statement but help to create clarity and
more inclusivity in our welcoming. Going
forward the statement below will be our
published statement. We look forward to
our continued journey as a Reconciling
in Christ Church as we live our mission,
“Living out God’s grace we seek to be
neighbors to all.”
 
“House of Hope Lutheran Church is a
Reconciling in Christ Community. All are
welcome to worship, to hear the Good
News, to receive the sacraments, and to
participate fully in fellowship, service,
and leadership. God loves us
unconditionally and we endeavor to be a
place where that same hospitality is
extended to everyone. Following Christ,
we seek racial and social equity with
reconciliation among all peoples. We
welcome everyone, without exception
and regardless of sex, race, national
origin, sexual orientation, gender
identity and expression, physical and
mental ability, age or station in life, faith,
or creed. Each person is a unique
creation of God and through Grace, is a
child of God. We are very glad you are
here!"

Finance Team Update
Thank you for your

GENEROSITY!

God's abundance is clearly visible through you and your
generosity. We continue to be grateful for your support of our
shared mission here at House of Hope! Our ministry continues
in this time because of you and your support!

 
 
 
 

April 1 through April 30, 2022
         Budget           Actual            Difference

        Receipts                $28,980          $25,380           $3,600                      
        Disbursements  $29,359          $46,999           $(17,640)        
        R less D                   $(379)            $(21,619)         $21,240       

               Year to date January 1, 2022 through April 30, 2022
                                           Budget           Actual            Difference
        Receipts                $115,919        $119,836          $(3,916)                      
        Disbursements  $121,074        $136,855          $(15,781)            
        R less D                   $(5,154)         $(17,019)          $11,865                    

Thank you for your continued
faithfulness and generosity!

            For where your treasure is,
              there your heart will be also.

Matthew 6:21

Thank you for donations to:  Lutheran Social Services, NEAR, PRISM, Luther Seminary, and Loaves and Fishes  



We seek to be neighbors to all... in our  House of Hope Community

BIRTHDAYS

June 1     Kenneth Larsen
June 2     Victoria Salvog
June 2     Kay Strating
June 3     Lois Erickson
June 9     Kevin Hokr
June 11   Don Johansen
June 12   Annika Larson

Happy Anniversary!
June 2     Tim Wold & Leida Cobos
June 9      Ryan & Jordan Dexter
June 14    Tom & Lynne McGrath
June 18    Jon & Janna Ellis
June 21    Chase & Taylor Smith
June 24    George & Linda Brooke
June 28    Ben & Mae Lou Thompson
June 30    Ron & Glorian Anderson

Happy Birthday!

Sunday, June 12
Families with youth or children are invited to an after church gathering. It will

be held in the church's backyard (we'll move it inside if the weather is bad).
Please bring yard games or activities for the kids and lawn chairs. Also, if you

would like, please bring food to share.

12. bbile ____________________________
13. odg _____________________________
14. orpervsb _______________________
15. orphetp ________________________
16. heshepder _____________________
17. learis ___________________________
18. army ___________________________
19. htialigo _________________________
20. ptyge ___________________________

Answers on page 9.

Word Scramble

June 15   Mark Berg
June 15   Gene Moen
June 18   Nellie Hokr
June 18   Sherry Olson
June 19   Lori Gove
June 29   Tom Broeckel
June 29   Nora Walstrom
June 30   Angelo Gonzalez

 laatr ____________________________          
 iontvaals _______________________
 yholiirtsp _______________________
 htezanar _______________________
 itzepba _________________________
 ins ______________________________
 htafi ____________________________
 ttihe ____________________________
 ussej ___________________________
 ssieeng _________________________
 envaeh _________________________

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.



We seek to be neighbors to all...
In our House of Hope Community

Join us for coffee, cookies, and fellowship Sunday after worship!

Worship Assistants
  6/5 - Erin Paulsen
6/12 - Chris Bearl
6/19 - Kaela Halupnick
6/26 - Chris Brewster

Live Stream
  6/5 -  Mark Jensen
6/12 - Joe Brehmer
6/19 - Kevin Anderson
6/26 - Rose Wangen

PowerPoint Operators
  6/5 - Sophia Wangen
6/12 - Barb Drenth
6/19 - Karen Brehmer
6/26 - Christine Beck

Coffee Servers
  6/5 - Marilyn Eggert, Theresa Henderson, Mandy Scott
6/12 - Marlene Holmquist, Sharon Johnson, Mandy Scott
6/19 - Kris & Ben Allen, Mandy Scott
6/26 - Kris & Ben Allen, Mandy Scott

June Guild Information

Readers
  6/5 - Jane Griffith
6/12 - Marlene Holmquist
6/19 - Karen Brehmer
6/26 - Mae Lou Thompson

Guilds are the new way that we are coordinating volunteering during worship services. 
 They replace the old model of service teams.  The guilds got off to a great start in May!  All
the guilds would like to have more members.  Keep in mind, the more members on a guild,
the less often each member is required to perform the task.  

Below is a list of the guilds and the facilitator for each guild.  Please prayerfully consider
being on a guild or two or three.  Training will be provided if you want to learn a new task. 
 The guild facilitators are trying to contact as many House of Hope members as possible, but
if you haven’t been contacted, please contact the facilitators of the guilds you want to be on.  
They would love to hear from you!  

Guild               Facilitator               Phone/Text Number
Coffee             Kris Allen                           763-202-5139
Greeter           Chris Bearl                        612-227-2953
Livestream     Karen Brehmer                612-799-7069
PowerPoint    Kim Larson                       763-218-4148
Reader            Mae Lou Thompson       763-544-5287
Usher              Becky Broeckel                763-447-5472

Update on the Guilds



WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
TO OUR COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

REMEMBER - EVERY MEAL MIDSUMMER
FUNDRAISER IS WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2022

                                      This fundraiser is shaping up to be a fun
                                      filled evening! We are hoping for a huge
                                      turnout for a dinner hosted from 6-9 pm
                                      by all of the Wildfire churches at House
of Hope's outside patio space, there will be plenty of space to sit.
The menu will consist of a pig roast and a lot of other good food.
A bonfire will blaze, and music will warm our souls. Please join
us at this festive event where we can gather with our Lutheran
Neighbors in Christ to help feed the children in our community. 
 Tickets are on sale now, contact: Ben Allen,
bgallen@carleton.edu or Gary Bearl, garybearl4@gmail.com to
get yours!

Cost:   0 to 5 FREE      6 to 12  $10      13 and over  $25

                                            The Quilters were busy this year as they created over 56 quilts, and
there are over 60 ready to be filled and tied! After not being able to get together for awhile
in person in the Fellowship Hall to make these beautiful quilts, they had a lot of catching up
to do. They are grateful to Brenda from Golden Valley who donated fabric, and to all who
brought their time and talent to create quilts that were donated to North Memorial Chemo
Center in Robbinsdale, Home Free Shelter in Plymouth, and there are still some quilts
waiting to be delivered to a shelter. The ladies will take a break over the summer and will
regroup in the fall to start quilting again. If you can tie a knot, are interested in quilting,
donating fabric or other sewing supplies contact Roberta Etherington.

Quilters Corner

Pictured are just a few of the quilts made this year.
Quilts were dedicated during the worship service on May 8, 2022.



Answers to Word Scramble: 1. Altar 2. Salvation 3. Holy Spirit 4. Nazareth 5. Baptize 6. Sin 7. Faith 8. Tithe 9. Jesus 
10. Genesis 11. Heaven 12. Bible 13. God 14. Proverbs 15. Prophet 16. Shepherd 17. Israel 18. Mary 19. Goliath 20. Egypt

WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
TO OUR COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

Annika Larson has graduated from high school and
Mike and Matt Wittmer have graduated from college!

Congratulations to you all!
May God bless you in your future endeavors.

Congratulations to our Graduates!

Sunday Worship in the
Sanctuary is planned for

June 5, 12, 19, 26!

Pastoral Care Coverage over Pastor Gretchen’s Sabbatical

If you have a pastoral care emergency- a death in the family, a major medical shift, family
concerns, or a need for prayer or reflection with a pastor- please reach out to these Wildfire
partners.  I will be honoring my sabbatical time by stepping away from email, texts, and phone
calls.  I will return on Monday, July 18th and can meet with you during that week if concerns
persist.  I will hold you and these pastors in my prayers as I am away.

June 6th - June 20th: Pastor Ashley Osborn, Valley of Peace Lutheran Church
                                     651-587-7506 (cell)  aosborn@valleyofpeace.org

June 21st - July 2nd: Pastor Pam Stalheim-Lane, Faith Lilac Way Lutheran Church
                                    612-598-4164 (cell) pastorpam@mac.com

July 3rd - July 10th: Pastor Ashley Updegraf, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church
                                  636-448-7751 (cell) pastorashley@holynativity.net

July 11th - July 17th: Pastor Jason Wahlstrom, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church
                                    612-599-0119 (cell) pastorjason@holynativity.net

Guest Preachers
Rev. Dr. Winston Persaud - Holy Trinity Sunday - June 12th
Rev. Paul Hadland - June 19th & June 26th 
Reed Fowler - July 3rd & July 17th (no communion these Sundays)
Rev. Kate Reuer Welton - July 10th 

mailto:aosborn@valleyofpeace.org
mailto:pastorpam@mac.com
mailto:pastorashley@holynativity.net
mailto:pastorjason@holynativity.net


WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
TO OUR COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

Do you have an announcement 
for the July newsletter?  

Email Jeannie Johnson at office@hohlc.org
or leave your announcement in her office

mailbox before June 20.

PRISM TOTALS
FOR MARCH & APRIL

                                                        March             April
Marketplace Food Shelf
 Households served                      1,005                1,048                                    
 Individuals served                        2,229                2,320
 Number of visits                           1,826                1,772
 New participant households       207                   220                   
 Food distributed                          134,817 lbs      127,157 lbs
Shop For Change
 Total Sales                                   $26,086              $27,847
 Total Transactions                      1,832                   1,891
Housing Line Calls                    223                      254
Volunteer Hours                       1,929                   1,891       
Next Meeting:                            Monday, June 13, 2022
June Donation Drive Focus:   Breakfast cereal 
                                                       Kids' snacks

Every Meal (the organization the Wildfire Kidpack
works with to distribute weekend meals) is
currently NOT able to accept non- perishable food
items.  They do need your financial support!!  

You can make checks to House of Hope with
Every Meal in the memo.
House of Hope currently has 2 groups serving
Lakeview and Forrest Elementary schools. 

If you are interested or have questions please
contact Ben Allen 863-242-3312 
Gary Bearl 763 - 537-1037
or Kris Allen 763-202-5139

  EVERY MEAL NEEDS WILDFIRE CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUP

Wildfire Caregiver Support groups
meet at 10:00 am on the first and third
Tuesdays of each month at HOH. 

The overall GOAL of a caregiver
support group is to enhance the
caregiver's coping skills through
mutual support and informational
sharing. 

There is no need to register for this
group, just come! Our Parish Nurse,
Debbie Haney is the facilitator along
with Mary Ann Pukal as the co-
facilitator.

Questions? 
Contact Debbie at (612) 408-2049 or
Mary Ann at (763) 533-8333

Respite care starts in June

Respite for the Caregiver Support
Group provides a short period of rest
or relief to the caregiver.
The respite program offers a safe and
enjoyable social opportunity to the
care receiver while the caregiver has
respite.
The respite program offers caregivers
education and ongoing support.

If you know someone who could benefit from
Respite Care or if you would like to become a
volunteer, contact our Parish Nurse, Debbie
Haney. What is Respite Care?

When: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month
from 10 am to 3 pm at HOH. Training and
supervision is provided by a Registered
Nurse for all volunteers. Questions? 
 Contact Debbie at (612) 408-2049





HOUSE OF HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation

4800 Boone Avenue North     New Hope, MN  55428
Phone:  (763) 533-3341

www.hohlc.org
www.facebook.com/houseofhopemn

  

House of Hope Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Community. All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News, to
receive the sacraments, and to participate fully in fellowship, service, and leadership. God loves us unconditionally and we

endeavor to be a place where that same hospitality is extended to everyone. Following Christ, we seek racial and social
equity with reconciliation among all peoples. We welcome everyone, without exception and regardless of sex, race, national
origin, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, physical and mental ability, age or station in life, faith, or creed.
Each person is a unique creation of God and through Grace, is a child of God. We invite you to come and worship with us! 

House of Hope Lutheran Church
4800 Boone Avenue North

New Hope, MN  55428


