
LETTER OF HOPE
LIVING OUT GOD'S GRACE WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL

H O U S E  O F  H O P E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H               N E W  H O P E  M N

Pastor's Letter: 

MAY 2022Lets worship together in the sanctuary at 10am!
Masking is now optional inside the building.

Dear House of Hope,

Jesus is risen! He is risen, indeed, alleluia!

I write to you fresh off of the beautiful celebration that you threw for me last Sunday to give thanks for our new
step of ministry together. How wonderful it is to be able to gather and share food again! How thankful I am to be
a part of this congregation!

House of Hope, we have been through a lot over the last few years. Much like the disciples huddled in the upper
room after Jesus’ death, we’ve felt grief, loss, loneliness, confusion, and uncertainty about what is next. Like the
women attending the tomb with spices, we’ve sought to carry on the best way we know how. And now, in this
phase of pandemic and ministry, as we seek to understand the depth of the truth that Jesus is alive and
resurrected, and, like the disciples beginning their own ministry out in the world, we seek to begin anew.

In this season of Easter, both in the church year and in our ministry, we seek to carry our relationships and
lessons of the past into the new world we now live in. We continue to mourn the loss of people, routine, and our
way of life in the before times. We begin to look for new ways to continue our ministry- to share our values of
welcome, our joy of new life, and our passion for justice that Jesus taught us. We empower our youth to lead us,
we open our hearts to new voices, we welcome new neighbors through our doors, we look forward to new
opportunities to share meals and music and worship and laughter with our community in and outside of our
church doors.

We are an Easter people. This is not an empty joy, but one that acknowledges death and loss. It is a living grace
that stirs us to notice God’s gifts of new life all around us and to share the gifts within us with those around us. 

I am so thankful to be your pastor in this time as we live out our Easter promises and together we shout out:
Jesus is risen! He is risen, indeed, alleluia!

Easter Blessings, 
Pastor Gretchen



Livestreaming will continue on Facebook (www.facebook.com/houseofhopemn)
 

Masking is optional within House of Hope. 
The congregation is invited to sing along with the hymns.

Individual communion cups will continue to be provided.  
We are so glad to be worshipping in our sanctuary space again!

LIVING OUT GOD'S
GRACE...  IN WORSHIP

Music Director's Notes
Christ Is Risen!! Spring has sprung! Jesus brings us rebirth and we definitely have spring in our
worship services. Spring seems to be a little more reluctant to make an appearance outside of
the sanctuary. Soon, we hope, we should be seeing those signs of green and new flowers.
However, God’s goodness surrounds us and the music of our worship reflects this! This spring
as the feeling of resurrection surrounds us we get to join together in singing the music of our
worship services. What a great feeling and a wonderful sound! Thank you all for your great
singing. Also, a very large THANK YOU to the members of our Hope Chorale who have been the
proxies singing for all of us. Their devoted and faithful attendance at all of our worship
services to sing for us has permitted us to have worship services with music during these
tough Covid times.

Sunday, May 1, the Hope Bells ring Festive Overture by Jason W. Krug. Sunday, May 8, we will hear the
Hope Chorale sing The Good Shepherd by Helen Kemp. Sunday, May 15, the Hope Chorale sings
Alleluia by Robert Leaf.

George

The Wildfire Collaborative is planning to start the Respite for the Caregiver program on June 7, 2022. In
order to do this, volunteers are needed. The program meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays every month, year
round. A program review/training is scheduled for Tuesday, May 17 from 10am to noon at House of Hope.

We have eight returning volunteers who worked one on one with the participants, and a few more
volunteers are always welcome. What does a volunteer do within this program? Volunteers are
needed to prepare/serve lunch; be a leader for music; be a leader for arts and crafts and be an
exercise leader.

The purpose of the program is to provide a short period of relief to the caregiver. Being a caregiver,
at times, can be stressful and/or difficult. This program offers a social opportunity that is safe and
enjoyable to the care receiver while the caregiver can enjoy some much needed respite for their own
well being. Caregivers also receive education and ongoing support. 

For more information or to participate, please contact the program assistant coordinator, Shayne
Vincent, at 612-390-0776 or the program coordinator, parish nurse Debbie Haney, 
at 612-408-2049.

Respite for the Caregiver



LIVING OUT GOD'S GRACE...
THROUGH FAITH FORMATION

Stewardship Corner:
       

STEWARDSHIP OF FAILURE
One part of the Good Friday Bible reading was the account of Peter denying three times that he was a
disciple of Jesus.  John 18:15-27.  The Gospel for May 1, John 21:1-19, takes place after the crucifixion and
resurrection.  This Gospel reading ends with Jesus asking Peter three times, “Do you love me?”  When Peter
answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you” each time, Jesus said, “Feed my lambs”, Tend my sheep”
and “Feed my sheep”.  Jesus was entrusting Peter with the care and leading of Jesus’s flock.

Peter tended to blurt out his thoughts at inappropriate times, but Jesus saw his potential.  Jesus helped
Peter become a great disciple by teaching, rebuking, providing insight to, and instructing him.  Even so,
Peter failed Jesus by denying that he was Jesus’s disciple three times the night Jesus was arrested.

Like other resources that we have, failure needs to be managed.   Every life contains failure.  We can choose
to use it to gain wisdom, or we can be defeated.  Each failure is an opportunity to accumulate information
that will help us do better next time.  

One kind of failure is the disappointment of missing a long-desired goal.  The key to good stewardship of
this kind of failure is to regard it as just another step toward the success of finding the right path or
reaching the goal.  Instead of looking at the failure as a step backward, the Christian steward will consider
it a step forward that (1) eliminates some options from the future plan and (2) shows hazards that should
be avoided in the future.  

Even a failure caused by something a Christian does that is wrong can be handled as a good steward.  The
steward will ask:  Why did this thing happen?  What can I learn from it?  What different direction do I need
to take from this point forward so that I may not fail again?  

Lord, take all my life, my triumphs and failures, and bring me closer to living a life for Christ.  Amen.       

Time for Prayer 
on Tuesdays

Pastor Gretchen is on Facebook Live at 2:00 pm
on Tuesdays.  You can watch on the House of

Hope Lutheran Church Facebook page
(@houseofhopemn) at any time or pause

wherever you are at 2:00 pm on Tuesdays,
knowing others are praying with you.  



Coffee Guild – Make coffee and set out cookies or other treat for the Fellowship Hour/Adult Forum and
clean up Fellowship Hall afterwards.  Works best with a 2-person team.
Greeter Guild – Arrive about 15 minutes before the service and greet people as they come into church.   
Introduce yourself to visitors and answer any questions they may have.  If it is possible, introduce them
to Pastor Gretchen.
Livestream Guild – Livestream the worship service on Facebook.  
PowerPoint Guild – Advance the slides on the screen using a laptop that is set up at the back of the
sanctuary.  The slides will have already been loaded onto the laptop.
Reader Guild – Read the First Reading, the Second Reading, and the Psalm during worship, as
indicated in the bulletin.   The Readings and Psalms are provided beforehand so you can practice.
Usher Guild – Arrive about 15 minutes before the service.  Place flowers on the pedestal.  Light candles
during the first hymn.  Count the adults and children in worship.  Extinguish the candles during the
sending hymn.  Collect the leftover bulletins, paper, and trash from around the sanctuary after worship.

FROM SERVICE TEAMS TO GUILDS
Now that we are worshiping together again, we are looking for volunteers to help each Sunday to read,
prepare and clean up for our Fellowship Hour, Livestream the service, run the PowerPoint, greet and usher.  
Prior to the pandemic, the Service Teams made sure that these tasks were performed.  Recently, we have
asked for volunteers for each Sunday from the entire congregation.  

Now we are ready to try something new!  We are going to have a “guild” for each task.  We ask that each
House of Hope member consider being on one or preferably, several, guilds.  Once you have joined a guild,
you will be given a schedule showing the dates each guild member is assigned to serve, as well as contact
information for each member of that guild.  If, for whatever reason, you are unable to do the task on your
assigned date, it will be your responsibility to call another member of the guild and trade dates.

There will be six guilds to start:

We will begin May 1st with a few people on each guild.  We will be seeking volunteers to make the guilds
larger during the next few months.  Please prayerfully consider joining one or more guilds. We will provide
training for anyone who wants to join a guild but is unsure of how to perform the task.  

Call or text Chris Bearl at 612-227-2953 if you would like to join a guild or have questions.

LIVING OUT GOD'S GRACE...
THROUGH FAITH FORMATION

May 1 - Third Sunday of Easter          Gospel John 21:1-19, Psalm 30
May 8 - Fourth Sunday of Easter       Gospel John 10:22-30, Psalm 23
May 15 - Fifth Sunday of Easter         Gospel John 13:31-35, Psalm 148
May 22 - Sixth Sunday of Easter        Gospel John 14:23-29, Psalm 67
May 29 - Seventh Sunday of Easter  Gospel  John 17:20-26, Psalm 97

Read Along with the Lectionary



We seek to be neighbors to all...
in our  House of Hope Community

BIRTHDAYS

The Racial Justice Group continues to seek out resources to
advance awareness of our own racism and to equip us to be
better allies to BIPOC communities battling overt and covert
racism. Our own ELCA has many resources available through
this link:  
https://www.elca.org/resources/racial-justice#Statements  

Here is one definition for your consideration:
 Racial justice is the approach or combined strategies that
work to address the inequities of structural racism. It is “the
proactive reinforcement of policies, practices, attitudes and
actions that produce equitable power, opportunities,
treatment, impacts and outcomes for all. Equitable impacts
and outcome across race is the key indicator of racial
justice.” “Racial Justice is not the same as racial diversity.
There can be diversity without equity… A ‘diversity’ focus
primarily addresses the symptoms of racism – with the goal
of minimizing racial tensions and maximizing people’s
ability to tolerate difference and get along. A ‘racial justice
focus primarily addresses the causes of inequality and the
solutions and strategies for producing equity. Racial Justice
is not the same as multi-culturalism. Culture is only one
aspect of race. Another, even more significant aspect of race
is power… Efforts to promote cultural awareness, sensitivity
and inclusiveness are important steps towards, but are not
the same as, racial justice. If one ignores the dynamics of
power and simply treats race as a cultural phenomenon,
racism will be perpetuated, even if things appear to be more
multi-cultural. Racial Justice is not simply equity. Things can
be equal, but still not fair. For example, schools with the
highest concentrations of students of color, often have a
disproportionate number of students who need subsidized
meals, special education services and bilingual education
services. These schools require more funding than schools
that have more wealthy and white students. Rather than
each school receive the same – or equal – funding, schools
should receive fair or equitable – funding, based on need.
Diversity = Variety, Equality = Sameness, Equity = Fairness,
Justice”  
 

Please join us on the first Thursday of every month at 7:00
pm for our regular Racial Justice Group Meeting. Contact
Ben Allen with question or to join bgallen@carleton.edu,
763-242-3311.

Racial Justice Group

Birthdays
May 1          Nancy Elliott
May 1          Nate Gove
May 1          Shirley Hahn
May 2          Ben Allen
May 3          Leida Cobos
May 4          Bob Bonsen
May 13        Parker Ellis
May 13        Samuel Wangen
May 15        Arlene Chenvert
May 15        Emily Nightengale
May 15        Molly Olson
May 16        George Brooke
May 16        Lynn Bursell
May 19        Emma Fretag
May 19        Holly Haney
May 19        Lee Ann Quigley
May 19        Pastor Gretchen Rode
May 23        Gary Freese
May 23        Barbara Nelson
May 24        Kathy Johnson
May 25        Layla Ebert
May 25        Nick Gove
May 25        Marlin Haney
May 26        Anna Drenth
May 27        Everett Ellis
May 28        Mary Sundeen

Anniversaries
May 3            Randy & Rose Wangen
May 20          Gary & Patti Remple
May 21          Mark & Peggy Berg
May 21          Mike & Julie Johansen
May 29          Darrel & Karen Hamann

https://www.elca.org/resources/racial-justice#Statements


Thank you for keeping House of Hope in your prayers and for
remembering your church with your financial support as we move 

 into a new year.  Your kindness and steadfast love has not gone
unnoticed!  What an exciting time to be in ministry together!

Checks can be sent to: 
House of Hope Lutheran Church
4800 Boone Ave N
New Hope MN 55428

Or give online:
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/320a5513-a965-
406a-b599-7324da2

We Seek to be Neighbors to all...
In our House of Hope Community

Finance Team 2022 Update
Thank you for your GENEROSITY!

God's abundance is clearly visible through you and your
generosity.  We continue to be grateful for your support of our
shared mission here at House of Hope!  Our ministry continues in
this time because of you and your support!
 

March 1 through March 28, 2022
         Budget           Actual            Difference

        Receipts                $28,980          $22,167           $6,813                      
        Disbursements  $29,359          $24,178           $5,181        
        R less D                   $(379)            $(2,010)           $1,631        

               Year to date January 1, 2022 through March 31, 2022
                                           Budget           Actual            Difference
        Receipts                $86,940          $94,456             $(7,516)                      
        Disbursements  $91,714          $89,856             $1,858            
        R less D                   $(4,775)         $4,600               $(9,375)                     

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING!

Thank you for your continued faithfulness and generosity!

A huge thank you to everyone who
ordered plants from Gertens for
the Youth Plant Sale Fundraiser.
You helped the youth earn over
$1,100 profit for future mission
trips! If you ordered plants, please
pick them up on Saturday May 7
from 5:00 to 6:00 pm. Contact
Karen Brehmer at 612-799-7069 or
karen.brehmer@comcast.net 
if you need to make other
arrangements. 

Plant Sale
Fundraiser

Sunday Worship in the
Sanctuary is planned for

May 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29!



We seek to be neighbors to all...
In our House of Hope Community

Join us for coffee,
cookies and

fellowship Sunday
after worship!

Coffee Servers for the month of May
 

5/1 - Kris & Ben Allen, Mandy Scott
 

5/8 - Kris & Ben Allen, Mandy Scott
 

5/15 - Chris & Gary Bearl, Mandy Scott
 

5/22 - Mary & Gil Sundeen, Mandy Scott
 

5/29 - Becky & Tom Broeckel, Mandy Scott
 

Ushers for the month of May
 

5/1 - Randy Vescelius
 

5/8 - Paul Hansen
 

5/15 - Joe Brehmer
 

5/22 - Nancy Elliott
 

5/29 - Tom Broeckel

Livestreaming will continue on Facebook (www.facebook.com/houseofhopemn)
 

Masking is optional within House of Hope. 
The congregation is now invited to sing along with the hymns.

Individual communion cups will continue to be provided.  
We are so glad to be worshipping in our sanctuary space again!

PowerPoint Operators
for the month of May

 

5/1 - Annika Larson
 

5/8 - Kara Hansen
 

5/15 - Abby Hansen
 

5/22 - Reuel Persaud
 

5/29 - Gary Bearl

Worship Assistants
for the month of May

 

5/1 - Chris Brewster
 

5/8 - Kaela Halupnick
 

5/15 - Chris Brewster
 

5/22 - Erin Paulsen
 

5/29 - Chris Bearl

Greeters for the month of May
 

5/1 - Chris Bearl

Readers for the month of May
 

5/1 - Betty Johnson
 

5/8 - Shirley Fulmer
 

5/15 - Mae Lou Thompson

Camera/Live Stream
for the month of May

 

5/1 - Joe Brehmer



WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
TO OUR COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

EVERY MEAL
MIDSUMMER
FUNDRAISER
WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 22, 2022

Please save the date for the first fundraiser
that the Every Meal team has planned since
the beginning of COVID. Our fun hope is
that we will have a huge turnout for a dinner
hosted from 6-9pm by all of the Wildfire
churches at House of Hope's outside
patio/fellowship space with a firepit and
plenty of space to sit. The menu will consist
of a pig roast and a lot of other good food. 
A bonfire will blaze and music will warm our
souls. Please join us at this festive event where
we can gather with our Lutheran Neighbors in
Christ to help feed the children in our
community.  Tickets are on sale now, contact
Ben Allen, bgallen@carleton.edu or Gary Bearl,
garybearl4@gmail.com to get yours!
    Cost:   0 to 5 FREE
                6 to 12  $10
               13 and over  $25

Wildfire Caregiver Support groups meet at 10:00 a.m. on the
first and third Tuesdays of each month at HOH. 

The overall GOAL of a caregiver support group is to enhance
the caregiver's coping skills through mutual support and
informational sharing. 

There is no need to register for this group, just come! Our
Parish Nurse, Debbie Haney is the facilitator along with
Mary Ann Pukal as the co-facilitator.

Questions? Contact Debbie at (612) 408-2049 or Mary Ann at
(763) 533-8333

WILDFIRE CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUP



Every Meal (the organization the Wildfire
Kidpack works with to distribute weekend
meals) is currently NOT able to accept non-
perishable food items.  They do need your
financial support!!  
You can make checks to House of Hope with
Every Meal in the memo.
House of Hope currently has 2 groups serving
Lakeview and Forrest Elementary schools. 

If you are interested or have questions please
contact Ben Allen 863-242-3312 
Gary Bearl 763 - 537-1037
or Kris Allen 763-202-5139

WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
TO OUR COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

THANK YOU FOR DONATIONS MADE TO:
Lutheran Social Services, NEAR, PRISM,

Kid Pack, and Loaves and Fishes  

Email Jeannie Johnson at
office@hohlc.org or leave your

announcement in her office mailbox.

With the help of Reconciling Works, the
Outreach and Communications Team of House
of Hope is seeking to update our Welcome
Statement: both to more explicitly include
gender identity, and also to expand our
intentional support of racial justice work and
congregation members who identify as black or
indigenous people of color (BIPOC).  

Expanding our House of Hope 
Welcome Statement

DO YOU HAVE AN
ANNOUNCEMENT FOR NEXT

MONTH'S NEWSLETTER?  

Knitters Needed
Do you knit or crochet? We are in

need of volunteers to knit or crochet
hats, scarfs and/or mittens. 

The days are getting 
longer and warmer and 
it’s time to start thinking
golf! How about joining 
the House of Hope golf league? It’s a very fun,
non-competitive “league” and is open to any
level of golfer. We will be playing Wednesdays
at the Eagle Lake Golf Course in Plymouth,
beginning May 18, with tee times starting after
5:00 p.m. We’ve been bringing our lawn chairs
and have spread out in a grassy area between
the parking lots for fellowship afterwards.
Please contact Jim (Jim_Neus@hotmail.com,
763-221-0799) or Lynette Neus
(LJNeus@hotmail.com, 763-545-5412) to sign
up, or if you have any questions.

Let's Play Golf!

  EVERY MEAL NEEDS



Grief: Lessons on Loss,
Healing & Hope

Have you lost a loved one? Would you
benefit from learning more about grief and
connecting with others who have also
experienced a significant loss? 

Hosted by Elim Lutheran Church of
Robbinsdale and organized and sponsored
by a collaboration of local churches, 
“Grief: Lessons on Loss, Healing & Hope” 
will be  held Wednesdays in May from 
7:00-8:30pm.  The event will include
presentations by professionals in the field of
grief and mental health.  Each of these
evenings include optional group discussions
and closing prayers.  

May 4 - Finding Norm: Rediscovering Joy Through       
a Season of Loss

May 11 - A Story of Personal Loss and Inspiration

May 18 - A Grief Journey

May 25 - Caring for a Broken Heart

Please contact Elim at 763-537-8481 or our
faith community nurse, Jan Nelson-Schwartz,
to clarify any details.  
Registration begins at 6:45pm at the door. 
                 This event is Free.

PASTOR GRETCHEN ON
SABBATICAL THIS SUMMER!

The third commandment reads “Remember the Sabbath
day, to keep it holy.”  Sabbath is a time of pausing,
modeled on the reminder that on the 7th day of creation,
after God had made the heavens and the earth and all the
growing plants and animals and human beings, God
created holy rest.  We, like the Israelites following Moses
who were given these commandments, are encouraged to
also take time to rest and pause in order to remember our
own belovedness in creation.  God seeks to teach us that
rest is not something we have to earn, but part of the
important care of ourselves as humans.

As the one and only pastor* at House of Hope it is
important that I tend to my own care and rest in order to
care for this community.  This is why I take Fridays off as
my sabbath day and why I meet with a spiritual director
monthly.  In the Minneapolis Area synod, churches are
asked to support pastors by encouraging them to take a
sabbatical of 12 weeks after five years of ministry.  Bishop
Ann Svennungsen of the Minneapolis Area Synod says,
“To engage in a period of renewal and reflection may well
be one of the greatest gifts a pastor can give a
congregation.”  

As I complete my 6th year at House of Hope, with the last
two years in the stressful time of pandemic, I am thankful
to be planning a sabbatical with the support of your
Leadership Team.  My wife, Jill, and I will both be taking 12
weeks of sabbatical split over two summers.  The first 6
weeks will be this summer, from June 6th to July 17th, and
the next 6 weeks will be in the summer of 2023.  I look
forward to this time to rest, breathe deeply, re-center my
own spiritual practices, and honor a season of sabbath.  

More details will come in the June Letter of Hope- who to
reach out to with pastoral care concerns as well as who
will be leading worship in my absence.  I give great thanks
for this gift of sabbath and I ask for your prayers for
rejuvenation and rest in this time.

Thank you!

WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
TO OUR COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS





HOUSE OF HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation

4800 Boone Avenue North     New Hope, MN  55428

Phone:  (763) 533-3341

www.hohlc.org

www.facebook.com/houseofhopemn

 

 

House of Hope Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ community.  All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News,

to receive the sacraments, and to participate fully in fellowship and service.  God loves us unconditionally and we endeavor

to be a place where that same hospitality is extended to everyone.  Following Christ we seek justice and reconciliation

among all peoples.  We welcome everyone, without exception and regardless of sex, race, national origin, sexual

orientation, gender identity, physical and mental ability, age, or station in life, faith or creed.  Each person is a unique

creation of God and, through Grace, is a child of God.  We invite you to come and worship with us.

House of Hope Lutheran Church

4800 Boone Avenue North

New Hope, MN  55428


