
LETTER OF HOPE
LIVING OUT GOD'S GRACE WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL

H O U S E  O F  H O P E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H               N E W  H O P E  M N

Pastor's Letter: 

APRIL 2022Worship together in the sanctuary at 10am!
Masking to protect one another.

Dear House of Hope,

     Though we begin April in the depths of Lent, we’ll emerge in the joy of Easter!  After two years of celebrating
Easter at home, two years of living through a pandemic, facing uprisings and strikes in our cities, loss of loved
ones, and all the ups and downs of life in general, we find ourselves entering a season of new life.  As we enter
this season of spring, we know that our hardships are not all behind us.  Yet, in this Easter celebration, together
we breathe a sigh of relief and (probably) exhaustion and (hopefully) hope.  

     We are a people of hope, an Easter people.  A people who walk with Jesus and share a good word of life and
grace and resurrection in the world.  In my favorite Easter Hymn “Now the Green Blade Rises,” the final verse
reads: 
               When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
               Your touch can call us back to life again,
               Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
               Love is come again like wheat arising green.

     What a word of hope for us, whose hearts have spent a lot of time in winter, grief, and pain.  A word that
reminds us of our Easter hope- that Jesus, resurrected after death on a cross, brings new life and love again and
again and again.  

     May we, like Mary Magdalene, hear anew this story of Jesus’ death and resurrection and head out into the
world with joy and astonishment as we share the good news, proclaiming to all: 
“We have seen the Lord!” (John 20:18).

May the greenery of spring and new life be popping up all around 
you in this season and always.

Easter Blessings,

Pastor Gretchen



Livestreaming will continue on Facebook (www.facebook.com/houseofhopemn)
 

As we work to keep our community safe, thank you for following our worship guidelines!  Please mask. 
The choir will continue to sing the hymns and the congregation is invited to sing along with the final hymn

(please remain masked while singing). Individual communion cups will continue to be provided.  
We are so glad to be worshipping in our sanctuary space again!

Our Lenten journey continues — we triumphantly enter Jerusalem with Jesus on Palm Sunday.

As we make our way into Jerusalem the story turns from triumph to the passion and the

suffering that is to come. On Maundy Thursday we begin to witness Jesus’ passion and are

reminded that Jesus calls us to love and serve those around us. Good Friday we remember that

from the cross of death God grants the world new life. As he grants us new life we join in

celebrating Jesus’ Resurrection on Easter Sunday and the Sundays to follow!

As we move from triumph to passion to death to resurrection music for our worship services

reflects these various moods and gives another dimension to help us understand. During April

you will these selections at our worship services: Lent Five, April 3, the Hope Chorale will sing

Said Judas to Mary by David Sims; Palm Sunday, April 10, the Hope chorale sings Hosanna! The

King Comes Today! by Emily Lund and O Saviour of the World by John Goss; Maundy Thursday,

April 14, the Hope Bells will ring Evening Light by Lauran Delancy and What Wondrous Love Is

This by Sondra K. Tucker; for our worship on Good Friday, April 15, the Hope Chorale will sing

Christ, We Do All Adore Thee by Theodore DuBois,Ah, Holy Jesus by John Ferguson and O

Sacred Head Now Wounded by Michael Burkhardt, arranged by George Brooke; Easter Sunday,

April 17, the Hope Chorale will sing Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! by Mark Shepherd and the Hope

Bells will ring Victory: The Strife Is Over! by Sondra K. Tucker. Sunday, April 24, the Hope

Chorale will sing We Walk By Faith by Karen Marrolli.

George

LIVING OUT GOD'S GRACE...  IN WORSHIP

Music Director's Notes

Sunday Worship in the Sanctuary is planned for April 3, 10, 17 & 24!



The ECLA Social Statement on the Environment: Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice

   ELCA Social Statements are teaching documents that help us in thinking about and discussing social issues in the

context of faith and life. They also set policy for the ELCA to guide its advocacy and work as a publicly engaged

church. Social Statements are developed by an extensive process of participation and deliberation and are adopted

by a two-thirds vote of an ELCA churchwide assembly.

   Section I of the Statement, The Church’s Vision of Creation, states that human beings are to care for the earth as

God cares for the earth. When Genesis 1:26 speaks about human dominion, it doesn’t mean that we have a special

privilege to exploit the earth for ourselves, but a special responsibility to care for the earth for the good of all. In our

time, science and technology can help us discover how to live according to God’s creative wisdom. 

   In Section II, The Urgency, it states that rooted in our sinful nature, we treat the earth as a boundless warehouse

and have become captives to unjust institutions by which we allow the powerful to exploit the earth’s resources to

their own ends. This Section ends with a warning that the time for changing course “is very short”.   

   Section III, The Hope, reminds us that sin and captivity are not the last word. By the cross and resurrection of Jesus

Christ, God frees us from our sin and captivity, and empowers us to be loving servants to creation. We are not

captives of sin but become “captives of hope” (Zechariah (9:12). When we face today’s crisis, we do not despair. 

We act. 

   Section IV is The Call to Justice. It lays out four principles by which we can gauge the justice of our actions:

        ·The principle of participation means all living things are entitled to be heard and to have their interests   

          considered when decisions are made.

        ·The principle of solidarity means that we stand together as God’s creation. 

        ·The principle of sufficiency means meeting the basic needs of all humanity and all creation.

        ·The principle of sustainability means providing an acceptable quality of life for present generations without  

          compromising that of future generations.

   The final section, Commitments of this Church, outlines the commitments of the ELCA.

   Caring for Creation declares that God is at work seeking wholeness and justice for the creation, and God calls us to

be hands in this work. 

   If you would like to read the entire Statement, go to 

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/

Caring-for-Creation or pick up a copy in the HoH office. 

LIVING OUT GOD'S GRACE...
THROUGH FAITH FORMATION

"Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild

animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth" (Genesis 1:26).

Stewardship Corner:

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation


LIVING OUT GOD'S GRACE...
THROUGH FAITH FORMATION

April 3 - Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Gospel John 12:1-8, Psalm 126

April 10 - Sunday of the Passion, Palm Sunday
Gospel Luke 23:1-49, Psalm 31:9-16

April 17 - , Resurrection of our Lord, Easter 
Gospel Luke:1-12, Isaiah 65:17-25

April 24 - Second Sunday of Easter
Gospel John 20:1-18, Psalm 118:14-29

Read Along with
the Lectionary

Time for Prayer 
on Tuesdays

Pastor Gretchen is on Facebook Live at 2:00 pm
on Tuesdays.  You can watch these on the
House of Hope Lutheran Church Facebook page
(@houseofhopemn) at any time or pause
wherever you are at 2:00 pm on Tuesdays,
knowing others are praying with you.  

We are purchasing the cookies from the Cookie Cart
which is a 501-3 organization which serves to
provide teens with first job experiences and
leadership training. On Palm Sunday we will serve
cinnamon rolls purchased from HOH youth
fundraising efforts. Please be generous with your
donations on Sunday morning in the basket set out
to cover the cost of these treats! 

Join us for coffee
and fellowship
Sunday after

the church service!

Easter Egg Hunt
The will be an Easter Egg Hunt will Sunday,
April 10 (Palm Sunday) immediately after
the 10 am Worship service. Children ages
3 through 5th grade are invited to join. If

the weather permits, the Egg Hunt will be in
the church's backyard. If weather or ground
conditions do not cooperate, we will have
an indoor hunt in the Sunday School wing.

Butter Braids 
If you ordered Butter Braids from the youth,
please remember that you will be able to pick
up your order on Palm Sunday.

Join the NLC on May 1 for The Earth Sings Beauty to hear
the World Premier of Lament of the Earth by composer
Steve Heitzeg and celebrated poet Susan Palo Cherwien.
The work delves into the symbiotic relationship between
humanity and the natural world, bringing us all closer to the
earth on which we live. The concert will take place at St.
Andrew's Lutheran Church in Mahtomedi, broadcasted by
Minnesota Public Radio and live streamed at NLCA.com.
In-Person Concert: Sunday, May 1st - 4:00pm at St.
Andrew's Lutheran Church, Mahtomedi, MN  Adults &
Seniors: $35, Students: Pay what you can, 18 & Under: Free
Livestream: Sunday, May 1st - 4:00pm  NLCA.com
Radio Broadcast: Sunday, May 1st 4:00pm, 
Minnesota Public Radio

The National 
Lutheran Choir



WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
IN OUR HOUSE OF HOPE COMMUNITY

BIRTHDAYS

 

Holy Week
Worship

Widening the Welcome;
Jesus says, "I AM the door".

Stations of the Cross at Faith-Lilac Way
On Good Friday you will have the opportunity to join Christians
around the world in making a spiritual pilgrimage through
contemplation of the Passion of Christ through the Stations of
the Cross. The Stations of the Cross is a series of fourteen images
depicting Jesus Christ on the day of his crucifixion and the
stations grew out of imitations of the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem
which is a traditional processional route which symbolizes the
actual path that Jesus walked to the Cross on Calvary. The
Stations of the Cross is self-paced so you can spend as much or
as little time as you would like with each station. Everyone is
invited to participate in the Stations of the Cross devotion on
Good Friday any time between Noon and 2:00 PM and also
from 4:00 to 6:00 PM at Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church,
5530 42nd Avenue N., Robbinsdale, MN 55422

Final Week of Lent

For our final week of Lent, we will remember Jesus
proclaiming "I AM the door". With this, we will think
about those who enter this place and how to widen our
welcome (the door!). To guide us in prayerfully
considering this theme of welcome, we will have a
conversation on Wednesday, April 6th at 7:00 pm
with Austen Hartke, author of "Transforming: the
Bible and the Lives of Transgender Christians". All are
welcome for this conversation. Bring friends and
questions!

Palm Sunday, April 10th, 10:00 am
Worship with procession of palms and the
reading of the passion. 

Luke 23:1-9

Come hear Jesus' triumphant entry into
Jerusalem and then his arrest, trial and
crucifixion preparing us for the week to
come.

Maundy Thursday, April 14th, 7:00 pm
Worship with Holy Communion.

John 13:1-7, 31b-35

We hear of Jesus' last supper with his
disciples and his commandment to love
one another as God loves us.

Good Friday, April 15th, 
noon and 7:00 pm
Tenebrae Service of scripture, song and
silence.

John 18:1-19:42

We hear of Jesus' arrest, trial, and
crucifixion. We leave in silence, holding vigil
as Jesus enters his three days descent to
the dead.

Easter Sunday, April 17th,
9:00 am and 10:45 am
Worship with Holy Communion.

Luke 24:1-12

We learn, alongside the women visiting the
tomb, of Jesus' glorious resurrection as he
defeats death and astounds his disciples
and followers y ushering us all into new life.

WORSHIP
ASSISTANCE NEEDED!

Volunteers are needed to greet, read, usher,
livestream on Facebook, run the PowerPoint

presentation, make/serve coffee.  
 

We are also looking for one or two additional
worship assistants to lead prayers and work with

the pastors during the service.
 

Sign up in the Narthex or talk to Pastor Gretchen
to learn more or sign up!



Thank you for keeping House of Hope in your prayers and for
remembering your church with your financial support as we move 

 into a new year.  Your kindness and steadfast love has not gone
unnoticed!  What an exciting time to be in ministry together!

Checks can be sent to: 
House of Hope Lutheran Church
4800 Boone Ave N
New Hope MN 55428

Or give online:
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/320a5513-a965-
406a-b599-7324da2

April 2
April 2
April 3
April 6
April 11
April 15
April 16
April 17
April 18
April 18
April 19
April 20
April 20
April 21
April 21
April 22
April 24
April 28
April 28
April 28
April 29

Rilynn Ellis
Julie Johansen
Jim Neus
Bully Zeisel
Kenneth Agar
Annette Hansen
Scott Reger
Brenna Joyce Ebert
Delores Larsen
Graham Remple
Orv Johnson
Diane Ellis
Ellie Van Sistine
Jake Kukachka
Eli Rombalski
Robyn Quam
Linda Brooke
Stanley Haapala
Christina Montgomery
Clarice  Sulzbach
Carolyn Larson

WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
IN OUR HOUSE OF HOPE COMMUNITY

BIRTHDAYS

Finance Team 2022 Update
Thank you for your GENEROSITY!
God's abundance is clearly visible through you and your
generosity.  We continue to be grateful for your support of our
shared mission here at House of Hope!  Our ministry continues in
this time because of you and your support!
 

February 1 through February 28, 2022
         Budget           Actual            Difference

        Receipts                $28,980          $43,474          ($14,494)                      
        Disbursements  $29,359          $40,906          ($11,547)              
        R less D                   $(379)            $2,568             ($2,947)        

               Year to date January 1, 2022 through February 28, 2022
                                           Budget           Actual            Difference
        Receipts                $57,960          $72,289            ($14,329)                      
        Disbursements  $62,355          $65,694            ($3,339)              
        R less D                   $(4,395)         $6,595               ($10,990)                     

THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING!

ANNIVERSARIES
Kris & Ben Allen April 6 Thank you for your continued faithfulness and generosity!



We seek to be neighbors to all...
In our House of Hope Community

Our group has continued our exploration of
the book “A Good Time For The Truth -Race
in Minnesota”. We welcomed a new
member last month and we invite anyone
interested to join our discussions on the
first Thursday of each month at 7:00. Our
next meeting is scheduled for April 7th at
7:00. (You needn’t to have read the book to
join our discussions.)

Many of the Racial Justice Group and
representatives from the Leadership team
are in the middle of taking and processing
the Intercultural Diversity Inventory (IDI).
We hope that, by participating in this
process, we will gain direction and
momentum in our congregation’s mission
to be neighbors (Naboer, Majirani, Vecinos,
Vecinas, Grannar, Người hàng xóm, Сусіди,
Deriska, Cov neeg zej zog) to all. 

If you'd like to join in the group and reflect
on race, racism, and privilege with other
House of Hope members, please reach 
out to  Ben Allen 
bgallen@carleton.edu, 763-242-3311

Racial Justice Group

From our Congregation President
Hello House of Hope,

Thank you for an incredible first year as your President! I’m not
sure there was ever a year like 2021 at House of Hope with so
many changes and new ways of being a congregation. We were
able to come through it all because we always continued to
support one another and give grace when needed.  I believe that
going through all those trials and how we ended the year have set
us up to have a great 2022 and beyond.  To help ensure that, your
leadership is challenging itself and all the Ministry Teams to make
sure that our efforts are aligned to our mission and the mission of
the Mpls. Area Synod.

With us being in the middle of Lent season I wanted to share a
little story with you.  My youngest, Kara, is currently going through
confirmation, and the confirmands are encouraged to attend the
Wednesday services.  We were finally able to make it to a service
and afterward she was trying to answer some of the questions
about what she heard and what it meant to hear.  As we were
talking, I asked her what she thought Lent was and I thought her
response was worth sharing.  Kara said, “that Lent is the
preparation for the death and resurrection of Jesus at Easter.” I
thought it was very accurate to think of Lent as a time of
preparation and that it looks different for all of us, whether it be
giving something up to remind us of the sacrifice Jesus made or
praying/reading scriptures more to be closer to God, we all
prepare in different ways.  All the different ways people prepare
are accepted and, in many cases, we can learn from each other
new ways of preparing.

This same lesson pertains to how we come out of the pandemic,
that each of us have different ways of preparing for what lies
ahead.  Let’s use this time to continue to be there for one another,
give grace and learn new ways of being with each other.  I’m
looking forward to seeing what kind of a year 2022 becomes and
how enjoy it together.

Happy Easter,
Paul Hansen
Congregation President

mailto:bgallen@carleton.edu


WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
TO OUR COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

EVERY MEAL DONATION
 The Rotary Club of Crystal, New Hope and
Robbinsdale,  at the request of Robbinsdale
Mayor Bill Blonigan, presented a $500.00
donation to Every Meal on February 25, 2022.
This donation will benefit Lakeview Elementary 
 School students in Robbinsdale. Every Meal
provides food to feed a family of four to families
opting into the program who may be
experiencing food insecurity. Each Friday during
the school year volunteers from eight area
Wildfire Lutheran churches deliver a five pound
bag of food to student's backpacks with good
quality food that is culturally specific. The
Wildfire Every Meal Team extends our gratitude
to the Rotary Club for this generous donation.

 Meals on Wheels

 House of Hope has committed to two drivers on
the 2nd Friday and three Drivers on the 4th
Tuesday of each  month. This is approximately a 
 3-hour commitment.  Meals are picked up
around 10:30 a.m. at  Northwest Family Services
in Brooklyn Park. Meals on Wheels drivers deliver
hot, nutritious, lunch-time meals for 450 seniors
and individuals in 9 cities who are not able to
prepare meals or leave their homes.  Volunteers
help make this program to be 'More Than A
Meal'. When drivers deliver meals, they also
deliver independence, safety checks, and
friendship. If you would like to be a driver for this
program or have questions, contact Linda Moen
at 763-559-1811 (or cell 612-763-6519). 

EVERY MEAL
MIDSUMMER
FUNDRAISER
WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 22, 2022

 Please save the date for the first fundraiser that the
Every Meal team has planned since the beginning of
COVID. Our fun hope is that we will have a huge turnout
for a dinner hosted by all of the Wildfire churches at
House of Hope's outside patio/fellowship space with a
firepit and plenty of space to sit. The menu so far
includes a pig roast and vegetarian main course
options with a lot of other good food. A bonfire will
blaze and music will warm our souls. Please join us at
this festive event where we can gather with our
Lutheran Neighbors in Christ to help feed the children
in our community.

Drivers are needed to assist with
delivering Meals on Wheels.

Wildfire Caregiver Support groups meet at 10:00 a.m. on the
first and third Tuesdays of each month at HOH. 

The overall GOAL of a caregiver support group is to enhance
the caregiver's coping skills through mutual support and
informational sharing. 

There is NO NEED to register for this group, just come! Our
Parish Nurse, Debbie Haney is the facilitator along with
Mary Ann Pukal as the 
co-facilitator.

Questions? Contact Debbie at (612) 408-2049 or Mary Ann at
(763) 533-8333

WILDFIRE CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUP



WE SEEK TO BE NEIGHBORS TO ALL...
TO OUR COMMUNITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS

THANK YOU FOR DONATIONS MADE TO:
Lutheran Social Services, NEAR, PRISM,

Ukraine Relief Fund and Loaves and Fishes  

Email Jeannie Johnson at
office@hohlc.org or leave your

announcement in her office mailbox.

With the help of Reconciling Works, the Outreach
and Communications Team of House of Hope is
seeking to update our Welcome Statement: both to
more explicitly include gender identity, and also to
expand our intentional support of racial justice
work and congregation members who identify as
black or indigenous people of color (BIPOC).  

Expanding our House of Hope 
Welcome Statement

MINNESOTA FOODSHARE
MARCH CAMPAIGN

 ENDS APRIL 10, 2022
NEAR needs your help to provide food support to our
community. Minnesota's charitable food system (food
shelves and food banks, meal programs, etc.) continues to
run at capacity due to the Covid-19 pandemic, making it
critical to focus on creating a more just and equitable food
system that meets the needs of all Minnesotans. Currently
the food rescue partners that NEAR depends on have had
to scale back on their food donations. To offset this, we
purchase specific food items that we need in order to
serve our clients.
Both cash and food donations are greatly appreciated.
Please make checks out to NEAR, or your church, with
NEAR in the memo line. Monetary donations can also be
made securely online at:

www.near@nearfoodshelf.org
Click on the Give to the Max icon.  Food donations will be
coordinated and collected at the individual churches.

DO YOU HAVE AN
ANNOUNCEMENT FOR NEXT

MONTH'S NEWSLETTER?  

Knitters Needed
Do you knit or crochet? We are in

need of volunteers to knit or crochet
hats, scarfs and/or mittens. 

Well, the day s are getting longer and warmer and it’s time to
start thinking golf! How about joining the House of Hope golf
league? It’s a very fun, non-competitive “league” and is open
to any level of golfer. We will be playing Wednesdays at the
Eagle Lake Golf Course in Plymouth, beginning May 18, with
tee times starting after 5:00 p.m. We’ve been bringing our
lawn chairs and have spread out in a grassy area in between
the parking lots for fellowship afterwards. Please contact Jim
(Jim_Neus@hotmail.com, 763-221-0799) or Lynette Neus
(LJNeus@hotmail.com, 763-545-5412) to sign up, or if you
have any questions.

Let's Play Golf!

Every Meal (the organization the Wildfire Kidpack
works with to distribute weekend meals) is currently
NOT able to accept non- perishable food items.  They
do need your financial support!!  You can make checks
to House of Hope with Every Meal in the memo.
House of Hope currently has 2 groups serving Lakeview
and Forrest Elementary schools. 

If you are interested or have questions please contact
Ben Allen 863-242-3312 
Gary Bearl 763 - 537-1037
or Kris Allen 763-202-5139

  EVERY MEAL NEEDS



HOUSE OF HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation

4800 Boone Avenue North     New Hope, MN  55428

Phone:  (763) 533-3341

www.hohlc.org

www.facebook.com/houseofhopemn

 

 

House of Hope Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ community.  All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News,

to receive the sacraments, and to participate fully in fellowship and service.  God loves us unconditionally and we endeavor

to be a place where that same hospitality is extended to everyone.  Following Christ we seek justice and reconciliation

among all peoples.  We welcome everyone, without exception and regardless of sex, race, national origin, sexual

orientation, gender identity, physical and mental ability, age, or station in life, faith or creed.  Each person is a unique

creation of God and, through Grace, is a child of God.  We invite you to come and worship with us.

House of Hope Lutheran Church

4800 Boone Avenue North

New Hope, MN  55428


