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 What a God blessed, amazing year it has been at Harrisburg UMC!  God is moving in ways we might never 
have expected and we are grateful for the privilege of seeing God’s work and getting in the stream.  Here are some of 
the ways that we are cultivating authentic relationships with Jesus by worshipping God, growing disciples, and loving 
our neighbors:

Christian Education and Formation:  Adult education has worked to refine our small group ministries in ONE 
Groups (long term group) and Fellowship Groups (short term groups).  This Fall we launched 3 Fellowship groups 
with new leaders and have attracted new people who’ve never participated in small group ministry.  We’ve held 2 
Network Spiritual Gifts classes, a men’s retreat attended by 6 men (including 1 visitor,) and in November we are 
sending 21 women between 25-45 years old on a spiritual retreat (over ½ are not currently involved in other 
opportunities for spiritual formation).   We were able to increase Richard Smith to full time as our Director of Student 
Ministries and are seeing growth in children and youth as he develops a comprehensive plan for spiritual formation 
from birth through high school.  Our Kind Hands small group for children continues to train up young leaders for 
Christ.

Evangelism:  We are continuing the hard work of connecting to first time guests and helping new people find their 
place in the church.  This year we offered hospitality at the 4th of July parade and will hold a Live Nativity at the 
Harrisburg Town Tree Lighting to bear witness to God’s gift to the world.  We will again participate in the Autism 
Speaks walk which is an opportunity for evangelism, mission, and Christian formation as we are continuing to seek 
ways to engage the special needs community and build the iBelong Special Needs Ministry.

Missions:  Thanks to a wonderful team who is sharing the load, we’ve seen new missions start that are offering ways 
to love our neighbors in concrete ways.  We have collected supplies and funds for flood buckets multiple times this 
year (including at the 4th of July Parade), held a Stop Hunger Now food packing event with great success and fun, 
begun  a partnership with Pitts School Road Elementary which is helping us connect with and serve our neighbors and 
has invited new faces in our congregation to participate in mission, and we have held 3 Free Community Dinners this 
Fall.  The community dinners have been well received and attended and we have a previously unchurched couple who 
came to the dinner and have since become involved in worship and ministry.  We continue our partnership with other 
churches through Room In The Inn and after the recent shooting in Charlotte, partnered with these churches to hold a 
prayer vigil for the community.  What a blessing!

Worship:  Our creative team continues to work hard to plan and execute excellent multi-sensory worship.  God has 
blessed us with great talent and we are grateful!  Under Wes’ leadership, the 8:30 am praise team has stabilized and 
has developed a musical sound and identity.  Wes continues to work to define that service and offer excellent 
leadership.  Under the direction of Rhonda Hill and with the help of Melissa Prentice and Gwynn Morris, we launched 
a children’s choir that is singing in church regularly and is a great blessing.  Our Children’s Worship continues to 
strive to form faithful worshippers and has broadened its leadership base.  
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Trustees:  We are so grateful for the good and hard work of our Trustees this year.  We have installed new 
flooring, repainted the entire church, commissioned a beautiful new storage cabinet in the hallway built by our 
own John Lomonaco, and hired a new cleaning company who not only does a great job cleaning but is 
committed to cleaning with green products and partners with the autism community to employ adults with 
autism.  We are grateful for this cross pollination with iBelong ministry.  

SPRC:  This team has worked hard this year to support the needs of our staff, bringing Richard on full time, 
and hiring 2 additional nursery workers to provide stability to our nursery on Sunday mornings.  Wes and I are 
grateful for their generosity in caring for our family by providing child care for our children in our home on the 
weeks both of us have to be at 8:30 am worship.  This spirit of caring exemplifies the nature of this wonderful 
congregation.  

Finance:  For the pasted 3 year now we have taken in more than we are spending and seeing increases in 
giving that are mind blowing.  As of 10/1/16 our excess stands at $61,000 and we have paid our 2016 
apportionment in full.  The wise and steady leadership of this committed and their commitment to faithful 
stewardship is enabling us to grow in ministry.  We are grateful.  This November we will hold our stewardship 
series and offer a tithing challenge followed by a pledge campaign in December, “Giving in Response to the 
Greatest Gift”  

WOW!  Just writing all that down is unbelievable!  God is amazing and we give all the glory to the one who is 
the true Vine!  All of this growth has led us to form a Building Study Team that is looking hard at our future 
and where God calls us to go next.  We have been invited to participate in a co-hort led by Wesley Community 
Development that will help us discern where God is moving and how we can invest in what God needs from us 
to grow the kingdom.  We cannot see the road ahead just yet, but we have great and deep faith that the one who 
brought us this far will continue to lead us if we will continue to cultivate authentic relationship with our savior 
Jesus Christ.  

The New Community Sunday School Class 
is starting a new study series on October 30.

 
The new book is part of the "Be" series by the David C. Cook Global 
Mission (www.DavidCCook.com).  The new study is Be Joyful 
(Philippians) by Warren W. Wiersbe. 
 
Through this book, the class will be looking at the book of 
Philippians.  Discussion that in spite of Paul’s dire situation as a 
prisoner a Roman jail, Paul`s letter to the church at Philippi overflows 
with joy. Discover Paul's secret to finding joy in Christ as Dr. Warren 
Wiersbe leads you on a verse-by-verse tour through the book of 
Philippians. Take notice of Paul's single-minded focus remains on 
Jesus and learn how your joy can also be complete in Christ.

Should this study sound interesting to you, you are invited to join the class.  The class meets by the coffee pot in 
the Fellowship Hall at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday.  Yes, if you like, the coffee is brewing!
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Take part in the largest autism event in the Carolinas! Help 
raise funds to support vital research and top-quality 
programs that are changing the future for those with autism. 

When: Saturday, October 22nd, 8:30am-11:30am 
Where: zMAX Dragway,6570 Bruton Smith Blvd. 

Hello Food Pantry Friends,

Hope you have enjoyed this beautiful day!  We shopped with 19 families (77 

individuals).
Our shelves and storage remain empty of the following items: soup (large and small 

cans), flour, corn meal, sugar, jelly, small boxes or packages of mashed potatoes
Thank you so much for your donations this past week.  We look forward to your 

continued support in providing food for the needy in our community.

Flood Bucket Challenge
The Mission’s committee has announced a Flood Bucket 

Challenge to the HUMC congregation.  The challenge is to raise 
money for 65 buckets for hurricane flood relief over the next 3 
weeks, that’s $1,625.

For the next few weeks there will be a bucket in the Sanctuary 
for your donations. 

Help us to reach out to those affected by this devastating storm.

Dear Church Family,
Sunday I was very scared and worried about my Monday morning surgery. The 

many expressions of prayer, kindness and concern that I received from my church 
family and others brought on a sense of peace that I had not experienced before. 

My surgery went very well and I came home Tuesday afternoon. The healing 
process is difficult but manageable and Joanne is a fantastic caretaker. 

I am very touched and want to say thank you to everyone.  I felt the warmth and peace of turning it over 
to God and it was you who guided me to that point. God's peace to you all. 

Mike Brown

I-95 South Carolina
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Stepping Stones Preschool

PINK OUT


      Our Stepping Stones Preschool 
family had our 2nd Annual PINK OUT 
last week to celebrate Ms. Bernie's six 
year mark of being cancer free!!! We 
collected over $300 to donate to CMC 

to help provide mammograms to women 
who can't afford them! What a fun way 
to honor Ms. Bernie and help others get 

this much needed screening to help 
prevent breast cancer! 

Trunk or Treat & 
S'mores in The Grove	

Oct. 30th, 6:00-7:30 pm
Let's support our community and families with a safe and fun place to trunk or treat! 

 And who can resist s'mores and hot chocolate?	
Get creative and decorate your car's trunk or truck bed for Halloween.  It can be spooky 

or fun, intricate or simple, themed or just something you 
found on Pinterest.  You can provide the candy or use some 
from donations from our great church members.  Please 
arrive a few minutes early to set up your creation! Our goal 
is 15 trunks, so please let us know if you plan to participate!	

 	
A sweet way to serve our community and to bring new 

people to our church!	
 	
Any questions or want to know how you can help; 

please contact Tammy Stiene @ tgabriel13@hotmail.com or 
text/call 845-866-4236.4

mailto:tgabriel13@hotmail.com
mailto:tgabriel13@hotmail.com
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Harrisburg United Methodist Church
Pastor Toni Ruth Smith - tsmith3@wnccumc.net 

Pastor Wes Smith  - wsmith2@wnccumc.net 
Pastor Richard Smith - rsmith@harrisburgumc.org

Church Office - 704-455-2311  - Administration@harrisburgumc.org

BELK	CHARITY	SALE	DAY	
SATURDAY,	NOVEMBER	5th	FROM	6:00	AM	–	10:00	AM	

The United Methodist Women “Friendship Circle” is selling Belk Charity Sale 
Day tickets.  The date of the charity sale day is Saturday, November 5th from 6:00 

am – 10:00 am at all Belk stores.  You must have a ticket to participate in this sale with limited exclusions, including 
savings on rarely discounted brands.   Tickets are $5.00 each.  We will be selling tickets for the next few weeks in the 
narthex after both worship services.  You may also purchase tickets from any UMW Friendship Circle Member.  Pre-
sale dates October 25th  – November 4th  –present your $5.00 ticket at the time of pre-sale purchase and your total 
amount will be reduced $5.00.  You may pick up your pre-sale items the day of the sale or within 5 days after the sale.  
If you prefer you may forego the pre-sale and shop the day of the sale.  This fundraiser is sponsored by  United 
Methodist Women “Friendship Circle” to help women, youth and children in need. Our local missions are:  Habitat for 
Humanity, Meals on Wheels, Gateway Pregnancy Center, and Free Pharmacy Clinic among others.

Thanks for supporting Harrisburg United Methodist Women “Friendship Circle”!
 

 

 Free    

Community Dinner   
 

Wednesday, October 26  
4:30 - 6:30 pm   

 

Harrisburg United 
 Methodist Church 
4560 Hwy 49 South 

Harrisburg, NC   
704-455-2311 

 Beefstew  
and 

Apple Dessert 

with a 
Community Outreach 

Flu Shot Clinic 
Free with Insurance, 

Medicare or Medicaid  
Please bring your 

insurance information 
with you 

Annual Fall BBQ
Saturday, November 12

10:30 AM - 2:30 PM
(or until we run out)

Harrisburg United Methodist Church
4560 Hwy 49 South

(across from Lowe’s Shopping Center)

(704) 455-2311
bbq@harrisburgumc.org

Pre-Sale Pork Butts: $30.00 each
(Pre-Cooked - approx. 7 lb.)

Chopped or Whole, your choice.
Orders can be phoned:  (704) 455-2311 or 

Emailed: bbq@harrisburgumc.org

BBQ Plate: $9.00
BBQ, bun, home made slaw, 

Hammer Down Barbecue Beans, 
Fresh Cut Fries, Desert, iced tea or coffee

(Free for children 5-years and under)

BBQ Tray: $8.00
BBQ & slaw only

Two-Sandwich Plate: $9.00
Hot Dog Plate: $5.00

Fresh Cut Fries or  Barbecue Beans

Pint: $9.00
To-Go Orders:

Order any of the above, priced the same.
Drinks not included

All proceeds go to support mission projects
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