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Come one, come all! 
Wednesday, September 28th, 4:30 - 6:30 pm 

Meatloaf, Potatoes, Green Beans & Dessert 

Reservation requested, but NOT mandatory. Sign up at the church or call 
the church office 704-455-2311.    

If you’ve interested in helping on the 28th contact Sue Skretta at  (704) 
962-1842 or sdskretta@gmail.com 

Help build a house by eating spaghetti 
Habitat For Humanity  - Spaghetti Dinner 

October 9th 12:30 pm  

If you missed the chance to swing a hammer at the HUMC HFH work day 
project there is still a chance to support this mission effort. October 9th 
right after the 11:00 am Worship service we will be having a 
Spaghetti fundraiser meal at HUMC. You can help in one (or both) of 

the following ways. 
First, I will need kitchen help to setup, serve, and clean up. Contact John 

Lomonaco at jdlomonaco@ctc.net or 704-455-5053 if you feel moved to do this. 
Second, even if you can’t wash a dish, make some tea, set up a table, or swing a hammer, you 

can hopefully swing a fork. Come, eat (I know we can all do this given the homecoming meal yesterday), 
and make a donation that will go to the project. The owner of the home that we worked on, Maria and her 
two girls, will be there.  I hope you will be there also. The goal for this year’s Habitat For Habitat Project 
is $2500.  $1500 has already been raised.  The next step is the annual Habitat Spaghetti Dinner.  October 
9th, 12:30 p.m.  Support Habitat, enjoy a great spaghetti dinner with John Lomonaco’s special sauce. 

Give Generously 

Time to plan for our EPIC Fall BBQ.  
The planning meeting is Oct 13th at 6:45 pm.  

We’re building a BBQ team, all interested in the BBQ 
are encouraged to attend.

mailto:jdlomonaco@ctc.net
mailto:jdlomonaco@ctc.net
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Jennifer Willeford wrote this testimony and we have her permission to share in 
the newsletter.  If you can put it in I think we would all benefit.  Toni Ruth

As Brice and I were driving to Chapel Hill on Friday September 
16, 2016 our conversation on work and family was an attempt to 
keep our minds off the  CT scan scheduled for the same day. For 
almost two years our family celebrated good results when we were 
told there was little hope. We also prayed and cried as we faced the 
giant and test results showed cancer growth. Leading up to this 
day was no different than other CT days. I hoped for the best but 
prepared my heart for the worst. I worked hard to believe Brice 
would have a clean scan for the first time but also tried to prepare 
myself for results we received all too often. 

Our fight began November 3, 2014 when Brice was admitted to 
the critical care unit, diagnosed with sepsis, heart failure and 
cancer. How could this be happening I thought? We were given 
little hope of short term survival much less long term survival. As 
a family rooted by our faith in Christ we were determined to look 
to Christ, fight this demon and to believe there is always hope. Yes 
our lives changed forever. As a new level of darkness began to take 

over I thought about the lessons we teach in Godly Play. 

Each week in Godly Play we light the Christ candle and as we change the Light say “ the Light of 
Christ is not just in one place at one time the Light of Christ is in all places at all times.” In our fight 
against cancer was I truly able to believe the words I spoke each and every Sunday? John 1: 5 says “in 
Him was life, and that life was the Light of all mankind. The Light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness has not overcome it.” For nearly two years there have been far too many moments of darkness 
in my life. At times it did seem the darkness would prevail. I still remember the words from Pastor Toni 
Ruth when I truly felt overwhelmed by the darkness. She reminded me to focus on a pinpoint of Light 
to not let darkness win. As I focused on Christ seeking the pinpoint of Light the Light began to grow. 

In the fight against cancer remaining focused on the Light of Christ and being open to receive 
God’s love, grace and mercy even when it seems impossible paves the way to defeat darkness. As I 
reflect on the pain and violence of this week in Charlotte I feel called to shine the Light of Christ and to 
share my personal experience of living in the dark. My prayer is my experience will touch the heart of 
someone who is living in darkness and give them hope. God created all people in His image and we 
must love All our neighbors. In this broken world we must be the change we want to see in the world to 
create a better world for our children and their children. We are called to be beacons of Light in the 
name of Christ to drive away the darkness. Brice did receive his first clear CT scan on Friday, 
September 16, 2016 driving away my personal darkness of fear and anxiety. As we move forward to 
heal the darkness of hatred and violence in our community I ask that we all focus on the Light of Christ 
that we walk in the way of Christ and that we drive away the darkness of our world. 

Peace and blessings, Jennifer 
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Fellowship Group
September – December 2016

 
FELLOWSHIP Groups – What are they?

Informal groups of 6-8 people, gathered to cultivate their relationships with 
each other and with God. They are short term, temporary groups gathered for 3 
or 4 consecutive weeks.  Each Fellowship group discusses a specific topic of 
interest.
 
Women of the Bible -  Facilitator: Michelle Adams
Thursday, Oct. 20th, 27th, and Nov. 3rd  HUMC — 7 - 8:30 pm

Learn about and discuss some of the lesser known female figures in the Bible.  Manoah’s wife (Judges 13), 
Jezebel,  and the Proverbs 31 Women are all interesting women. 

Prayer for Dummies - Facilitator:  Pastor Wes
Thursday, Sept. 22nd , 29th, Oct. 6th, 13th HUMC — 7:30 – 9:00pm

There are so many ways to pray and this Fellowship Group will help you to be comfortable with many 
styles.  Praying is easy and everyone can be good at it.
 
W.H.O.L.E.  Brain  (Behavior) - Facilitator: Tim Martin
Tuesday Oct. 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th HUMC — 6:30 – 8:00pm

In this interesting Fellowship Group we will explore how each of us naturally thinks, using each brain 
quadrant. See how your thinking preferences affect your relationships, work and worship.

A little more about the W.H.O.L.E.  Brain Fellowship Group
How you think affects everything you say, do and experience. And, over the years you 

developed a natural brain dominance, much like your hand dominance- 90% of us 
are right-hand dominant.

Come to this fellowship group to compare how you think against the 
whole brain model. First we will discuss the model with 
examples from work, home, commercials, and worship. Then 
you will guess your thinking preferences against the model. 
You can then learn who in the group thinks like/different than 
you.

By the end of the 4 weeks we hope to tie thinking into worship and 
discipling. Join us.

  

For additional information regarding these Fellowship Groups contact Linda Brown 
linda@leadingedgeideas.com or the church office 704-455-2311
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Created by God 
We are offering a weekend workshop at the church for 4th, 5th, and 6th graders on the 
subject of Human Sexuality. The retreat is set for October 7th and 8th. Registration for 
our event is $30 per child. Our event leader is Lorie Lewis, the Director of Children and 
Youth at Steele Creek Presbyterian in Charlotte. She has over a decade of experience in 
Children’s Ministry and has been trained to lead the weekend. If you are interested in 
more information please contact Richard Smith at rsmith@harrisburgumc.org

Take part in the largest autism event in the Carolinas! Help 
raise funds to support vital research and top-quality 
programs that are changing the future for those with 
autism. 

When: Saturday, October 22nd, 8:30am-11:30am 
Where: zMAX Dragway,6570 Bruton Smith Blvd. 

Concord, NC 28027 
Sign up to walk or to donated right here  

                             Harrisburg Autism Team 
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BELK	CHARITY	SALE	DAY	
SATURDAY,	NOVEMBER	5th	FROM	6:00	AM	–	10:00	AM	

The United Methodist Women “Friendship Circle” is selling Belk 
Charity Sale Day tickets.  The date of the charity sale day is Saturday, 
November 5th from 6:00 am – 10:00 am at all Belk stores.  You must 
have a ticket to participate in this sale with limited exclusions, including savings on rarely discounted 
brands.   Tickets are $5.00 each.  We will be selling tickets for the next few weeks in the narthex after both 
worship services.  You may also purchase tickets from any UMW Friendship Circle Member.  Pre-sale 
dates October 25th  – November 4th  –present your $5.00 ticket at the time of pre-sale purchase and your 
total amount will be reduced $5.00.  You may pick up your pre-sale items the day of the sale or within 5 
days after the sale.  If you prefer you may forego the pre-sale and shop the day of the sale.  This fundraiser 
is sponsored by  United Methodist Women “Friendship Circle” to help women, youth and children in 
need. Our local missions are:  Habitat for Humanity, Meals on Wheels, Gateway Pregnancy Center, and 
Free Pharmacy Clinic among others.

Thanks for supporting Harrisburg United Methodist Women “Friendship Circle”!
 

http://www.autismspeakswalk.org/faf/search/searchTeamPart.asp?ievent=1154923&team=6696657
http://www.autismspeakswalk.org/faf/search/searchTeamPart.asp?ievent=1154923&team=6696657
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cubscout222@gmail.com
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Harrisburg United Methodist Church
Pastor Toni Ruth Smith - tsmith3@wnccumc.net 

Pastor Wes Smith  - wsmith2@wnccumc.net 
Pastor Richard Smith - rsmith@harrisburgumc.org

Church Office - 704-455-2311  - Administration@harrisburgumc.org

Remember that this Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday.  Bring your donations to the 
Sanctuary and lay them at the altar. 

FOOD PANTRY REPORT:
The rain did not dampen our spirits, nor keep our shoppers away!  We shopped with 17 families (72 
individuals) today.

The pantry has an over abundance of corn and green beans in reserve.  Our inventory is getting low on all other 
items, but  we are expecting larger food drives from various churches and organizations between now and the 
end of the year.  Our immediate needs are:

canned fruit, canned carrots, boxed potatoes, rice
Without the help of our pantry friends, we would not be able to provide the items needed between these food 
drives around the holidays when everyone seems to want to give!

Thanks again for your loyalty to the cause!
Sincerely,

Maureen Floro

Third Grade Bible Retreat Weekend 
October 21st & 22nd  (times TBA)

It’s time to register for the Third Grade Bible Weekend. 

This retreat is full of fun activities to teach children about the Bible, the importance of reading it and 
understanding how to relate it to their daily life. 

As parents it’s important that we disciple our children at an early age and equip them as soon as we 
can with the tools that will deepen their faith. 

There is nothing more exciting than seeing a child get excited about reading God’s word and learning 
more about how much He loves them.

Please contact Richard Smith at rsmith@harrisburgumc.org or 704-455-2311 no later than 
October 16th if your child plans to participate, even earlier would be better. Feel free to pass the word 
about this event to your friends and neighbors!

 


