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HARRISBURG HAPPENINGS
New name for our morning men’s fellowship: BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS.  

They still meet at 6:45 AM on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month.  
All men are invited to come to Bojangles in Harrisburg for good food, good 
company, and good conversation.  Food for the body and the soul. 

Nothing intense or overly complicated, just men who believe in Jesus 
coming together for breakfast and fellowship.  If you have any questions, feel 
free to contact Todd Foulks, stfoulks@gmail.com or Pastor Wes, 
wsmith2@wnccumc.net.  We hope to see you next Wednesday morning!

         What better day to open our hearts, minds and doors than during the July 4th  parade — the BIGGEST 
event held annually here in Harrisburg. (FYI the parade will be held on Saturday, July 2nd this year.) It has 
become our tradition to provide free parking to as many cars as possible, open our doors for visitors to use 
the restrooms or find some air conditioned respite from the sun, and provide cool drinks of water to both 
parade viewers and participants. Obviously many hands are needed to make all of this possible. The good 
news is that you too will be able to enjoy the proceedings, as well as have a chance to make some new friends 
that day!

 A sign up sheet is available on the hallway bulletin board.
WE NEED YOUR HELP!


There are lots of opportunities to serve still available.”


In addition to help on the 2nd, we need donations of  bottled water, coolers, and/or pop-up tents. Drop off your 
donations in the far corner of the fellowship hall (parking lot side away from the kitchen, front right hand 
corner if facing the stained glass window). Smaller sizes of water (16 oz or less) are best. We ask that coolers 
and tents be dropped off between Sunday, June 26th and Friday, July 1st. Please be sure to label them so we 
can insure they are properly returned (many of us have the exact same one). It would be a great help if you 
would take them back home by Sunday, July 3rd or as soon as possible after that.
 
ALSO NOTE: HUMC t-shirts are available for $5. Contact Denise Spittle denisespittle@gmail.com or stop by 
the church office to purchase.   Wear your shirt when volunteer so people know who to ask for help .

July 4 an amazing opportunity to Love Our Neighbors

NEW FROM THE WEB
VBS REGISTRATION 

OPEN
MEN’S BREAKFAST 

MEETING FATHER’S DAY OFFERING
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 Harrisburg United Methodist Church has a longstanding commitment to supporting Habitat for 
Humanity of Cabarrus County.  Specifically, John Lomonaco has championed this charitable 
effort in our church leading both the fundraising and work-day efforts for the HUMC Family.

This year, John, with sponsorship and support from both the Finance and Missions committee, 
is leading this mission for our church.  We will participate in the Thrivent Build Home for 
Habitat Cabarrus.  

“Thrivent Financial is a Fortune 500 financial services company with over 100 years of 
service.  It is a membership organization of Christians whose purpose is to serve its members and 
society by guiding both to be wise with money and live generously.  It has had a long standing 
relationship with Habitat for Humanity, whereby it has committed more than $200 million and 
four million volunteer hours to build 2,000 homes in the U. S.

Thrivent Financial supports both home repairs and new build houses with Habitat for 
Humanity affiliates.  In 2016, only three new build houses were awarded in North Carolina and 
Habitat Cabarrus received one of those.  Habitat Cabarrus will begin building the Thrivent Build 
home in the Magnolia Crossing subdivision in July of 2016.  The home will be built primarily by 
volunteers, many of whom are Trivent members.  A new home in Cabarrus County costs about 
$80K to build.  Thrivent will contribute $40K and Habitat Cabarrus will raise the balance from 
the community, primarily through local churches.  Habitat Cabarrus must have commitments 
lined up through local churches and individuals by August 1, 2016.”

It is our intention for HUMC to commit $2,500 to this year’s project.
Traditionally, John conducts a fundraising Spaghetti Dinner in the Fall to 
support the annual project.  That will happen again this year.  There will 
also be opportunities thisFall for hands-on participation in building the 
house.
 
Plan to give this Sunday in honor or memory of a Father, 
Grandfather, or fatherly figure and support a local cause. Make your 
check out to HUMC, memo Habitat.
 
Find out more about the Habitat/Thrive connections at http://
www.habitatcabarrus.org/habitat/projects/thrivent-build

THIS SUNDAY June 19, we’ll receive a Special Father’s Day Offering 
designated to Habitat for Humanity.

http://www.habitatcabarrus.org/habitat/projects/thrivent-build
http://www.habitatcabarrus.org/habitat/projects/thrivent-build
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Turn up the Volume 
        by Pastor Toni Ruth   
It happens to me all the time.  I’m at the house in the chaos of the day and the kids are running 
around, the TV is on, the washer is running and I can distantly hear someone call my name but 
then the rest is gibberish.  “What!?”  I call back only to be met with more gibberish.  “I can’t 
hear you!  Come in here and speak louder!”  My life sometimes feels so full of noise that I can’t 
make out who is calling me.  All the noise sometimes threatens to overwhelm me and I find 
myself asking for wisdom from God to know the way forward and I can hear God distantly 
calling my name but what God says is gibberish, I can’t hear it over all the noise.  It is pretty 
good advice in such moments to turn down the volume of life and get still enough to hear God.  
That is advice I’ve given and I’ve taken and it does work.  But sometimes someone else has 
their hand on the volume around you and turning all that down is just not an option.  So what 
do we do?  What do we do when the volume of life, of change, of the world around us is so high 
that when we ask for help the response sounds like gibberish? 

“Does not wisdom call, 

    And does not understanding raise her voice? 

    On the heights, beside the way, 

    At the crossroads she takes her stand;” – Proverbs 8:1-2 

God’s wisdom to us when we are afraid, lost, out of control, struggling in our relationship, 
wondering if God has left us, sad, hurt, overwhelmed is a promise God has given to us.  
Wisdom and direction are not hidden from us.  Proverbs tells us that Wisdom calls out and 
raises her voice.  At the intersections when noise overwhelms, wisdom is calling out, she takes 
her stand close by, and she turns up the volume.  And she invites us to turn up the volume too.  
Turn up the volume of God’s voice, a dial we do have power over in our lives.  Turn up the 
volume of God’s wisdom, God’s invitation to rest, God’s understanding. 

“I can’t hear you!  Come in here, speak louder,”  we call to God.  How do we turn up the volume 
of God’s wisdom in our noisy lives?  We read the Bible (start with Psalms, the Psalm of your 
age, the year, your birth year), turn on Christian radio, worship, join a small group, take a 
technology free walk and pay attention to the world around you, pray, seek wise counsel.  Turn 
up the volume of God’s wisdom that is already crying out. 

We find ourselves in seasons of change and at intersections.  It is true in our personal lives and 
true as a church community.  Things are good at Harrisburg UMC.  God is at work and we are 
growing.  We’ve never been on more solid financial footing and the opportunities to reach our 
community for Christ have never been greater!  God has a plan for us – a bold, beautiful, world 
changing plan for us!  How will we know what to do?  Is the world going to get quieter?  Will 
the traffic on 49 ease up or the sounds of construction and growth abate?  Probably not.  So we 
need to turn up the volume of wisdom calling to us and to our community.  We need to invite 
God closer, ask God to speak louder, and listen – wisdom is calling.
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HCAM Food Pantry Report - Blessed again with 3,800 pounds donation of 
food from St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church. What a blessing to have food 
specifically to help feed children this summer while they are out of school.   
We sometimes forget, that right here in Cabarrus 
County, children go to bed hungry.  Thank you so 
much for your support of Harrisburg Crisis Ministry 
and food pantry.

Current Needs: Toothpaste, Shampoo, Bar 
soap, Deodorant

VBS July 29th & 30th
Contact Susan Foulks - sfoulks@gmail.com  to Serve 

Dive deep into God's Word this summer!  Deep Sea Discovery VBS will begin on Friday, 
July 29 and finish with a splash on Saturday, July 30th.  Our rising Kindergarten 
to Grade 4 divers will discover that God is with them-wherever they go!  You can 
register until July 24th at www.harrisburgumc.org or pick up a paper form at the 
front desk. 

This year, our VBS mission project will support Samaritan House, a mission in 
Charlotte that provides a place for the homeless to continue to get well after they 
have been in hospital.  Our young divers will be making up bags of toiletries for 
Samaritan House to provide for their clients.  Please bring in hotel/travel sizes of the 
following and put them into the box by the front desk marked "Samaritan House VBS 
Mission."   

Soap, lotion, shampoo ,conditioner, deodorant male/female ,shaving foam, 
razor, nail files, comb

http://www.harrisburgumc.org/
http://www.harrisburgumc.org/
http://www.harrisburgumc.org/
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Répondez s'il vous plaît  
Répondez s'il vous plaît, is a French phrase that 
translates to “please respond.” It is with this meaning 
that invitation cards and similar documents are often 
marked with “RSVP.” 

If you were to take a survey of etiquette violation 
according to Professional Etiquette Coach, Kelly Frager 
failure to RSVP is #1.  The biggest excuse for RSVP 
failure is “I forgot”.   

 Through our web-site we have an easy option for RSVP.  
When you are invited to an event it looks like the 
example to the left.  Notice at the bottom you are giving 
the option of I’m going, Maybe, or Not going. Just click 
on one of the options.   

The art of RSVP, might seem outdated or old fashioned 
but it so helpful in planning an event.  Please start 
responding to these invites.  Help our leadership 
effectively plan for events and programs. If you have any 
questions, just call the church office 704-455-2311 and 
speak to Shirley.  She’ll be glad to help you.    

The name of the business says it all:  FAITH, COFFEE & 
SWEETS.  No better place to discuss scripture.  So, if you are 
thirsty for some encouragement (and iced coffee)? Hungry for 
God’s Word (and a doughnut)?  You are invited to join us 
Wednesday evenings in July at 6:30 pm at Faith Sweets in 
Harrisburg for a 4-week study of Philippians.  Bring a 
friend and a Bible and join Pastor Wes and our ministry intern 
Hanna Stamey as we spend some time together reading and 
talking about Paul’s most joyful and encouraging letter.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Pastor Wes 704-455-2311 
or wsmith2@wnccumc.net

The	Book	Studies	con0nue—		Join	the	discussions!	
		

June 21st, 7 pm at the church you’re invited to come discuss the 
book.  All the Light We Can Not See, by Anthony Doerr. 

July 12th, 10 am  Me Before You (Watch the movie or read the 
book!),  at Robin Breidinger’s Home, 4341 Bridge Point 
Drive, Harrisburg NC 28075 

August 9th, 10 am The Invention of Wings, at Sue Heffron’s 
Home, 8608 Middleton Circle, Harrisburg NC 28075
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