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Dear Church,
 

We received a letter this week from our Bishop letting us know that we have been appointed as 
your pastors for a 6th year.  How happy we are!  As we reflect on this we hear the words Paul wrote to 
the church at Corinth:
 

“God can pour on the blessings in astonishing ways so that you’re ready
for anything and everything, more than just ready to do what needs to be done…

This most generous God who gives seed to the farmer that becomes bread
for your meals is more than extravagant with you. He gives you something
you can then give away, which grows into full-formed lives, robust in God,
wealthy in every way, so that you can be generous in every way, producing

with us great praise to God.” – 2 Corinthians 9:8, 10-12 (The Message)
 

Surely we see God doing just that, pouring out blessings to you all that you generously share with 
the Church, which in turn seeks to faithfully grow fully formed disciples of Jesus, who in turn share 
generously the spirit and blessings poured into them.  God continually astonishes us when we have 
our eyes open to see it - in children who learn 
to lead, in youth who give their time in service, 
in men and women going out of their way to 
welcome the stranger, and in the ways God 
meets us in worship, in study, in a sunset, and 
at the soup kitchen.  And in the process God 
gets us ready for anything and everything that 
is to come for the sake of the kingdom. 

We have come a long way in 5 years and 
have seen membership, attendance, giving, and 
most importantly faithful relationship with 
Jesus grow.  As you pastors, we believe that all 
this praiseworthy blessing from God has been 
preparing us for the next astonishing thing God 
plans for us as we faithfully reach out to our 
community to give away the Good News and 
grow full-formed lives in Jesus. 

How has God formed you for this next work 
that needs to be done for the kingdom?  What 
seed has the Lord extravagantly given to 
enable you to grow as a disciple and to be generous in sharing?  5 more years down the road for what 
will we be praising God?  We can’t know for sure, but we guarantee if we are faithful it will be 
astonishing! 
 
Well done Church!  Here’s to many more years of faithful, fruitful ministry at Harrisburg UMC!
 	

http://www.harrisburgumc.org
http://www.harrisburgumc.org
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This Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday
Harrisburg Crisis Assistance Ministry served a total of 91 
families totaling 309 individuals for the month 
of April.

All canned goods, boxed items, hygiene 
items, etc. are always needed.  This week 
we are especially short of:
        Spaghetti sauce (canned or bottled)

Small (2 lbs) flour
Small (2lbs) sugar
Ramen noodles

Thank you for your continued support,          Bonnie

The Morning Glories Circle will 
be selling both red and white 

roses (no vases) on 
Mother's Day for $5 each.

Proceeds for mission 
projects

Gathering Helpful Information 
Did you know that Jesus spoke more about money than He did about any other topic? In 

fact, 15% of all the recorded words of Jesus are on the subject of money—more than His 
teachings on heaven and hell combined. Why did money matter so much to Jesus?

To Jesus, our attitude towards money is of utmost importance, because it is a reflection of 
our attitude towards God. As Larry Burkett said, "You can tell more about the spiritual lives 
of a couple by looking at their checkbook than by anything else."

Everything we have comes from God. He owns it, and He entrusts it to us to use for His 
purposes. True financial success comes not from accumulating a large 
surplus in our bank account, but from following God's plan for our 
finances. As we do this, He will provide for all of our needs.

The Stewardship Committee would like to offer some type of 
financial education class this year and would like to gather information 
around what topics would be most beneficial to you. Based on the 
responses we receive, we will create a course (or courses) for you to 
attend to learn more about these topics.  Click the link below to complete 
the questionnaire.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
1ZPQ2H21TiIgtjwH1aHKYDXeBaiSznAsA9gjPzHNVM9o/viewform 

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP FOR THE STOP HUNGER NOW EVENT?   
                                                                  Page 2

Time to Save the Date  
for VBS July 29 & 30

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZPQ2H21TiIgtjwH1aHKYDXeBaiSznAsA9gjPzHNVM9o/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZPQ2H21TiIgtjwH1aHKYDXeBaiSznAsA9gjPzHNVM9o/viewform
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DONATE TO Stop Hunger Now, Help us reach our goal to raise $6,000 
Page 2

Where is the Spirit leading us………
If you’ve been around HUMC for more than the past 2-3 years, you’re probably aware that we, as a 

church, have seen our fair share of financial struggles.  For years we would see our funds dip into the red, 
then take a peak back into the black before plunging back in the opposite direction.  Many finance 
meetings were spent with difficult discussions about what expenses or programs we needed to cut to 
reduce spending or what stewardship program we could create to increase giving.  It wasn’t always pretty, 
but somewhere in the midst of all of that was God.  Despite all our efforts, God was working at HUMC – 
through our clergy and through our laity, the Spirit was moving – even if we couldn’t necessarily see it or 
understand it.

Today we are in the best financial shape our church has ever been in.  As of the end of March, our 
general fund had over $62,000 – the highest it has ever been.  We have zero debt and are fully paying all 
of our apportionments.  At the end of 2014 our General Fund had a balance of around $40,000 – at that 
time the finance committee took $30,000 out and put it in other various funds to pay for some 
improvements at the parsonage as well as to help pay for the new flooring, leaving us with $10,000 to 
start 2015.  So in a little over a year, our balance has grown by over $50,000.  There is only one 
explanation that can adequately explain why we’ve seen such a marked improvement and that’s because 
the Holy Spirit is working in the hearts and lives of each of you.  Praise God!

Now, it would be real easy to rest on our laurels and attempt to grow our fund to higher amounts. 
 However, the church leadership has discussed this and is looking for ways that we can use this money to 
further our mission to “cultivate authentic relationships with Jesus Christ by worshipping God, 
growing disciples, and loving our neighbors.”  Over the next couple of months we will brainstorm ideas 
and look for additional ways to be the body of Christ.  Please know that our intention is to not spend this 
money frivolously or to spend it all in one place, but we intend on prayerfully listening to the Spirit and 
looking for ways that these resources can best be used to further the Kingdom.

With that I have something to ask of each of you.  First, rejoice with me and our church leadership 
as we thank God for the faithfulness of our congregation.  Second, continue to pray for your church 
leadership for discernment and guidance as we aim to continue down the path the Spirit is leading. 
 Finally, reflect on our mission and on your own journey with God – where is the Spirit leading you and 
where do you see the Spirit leading Harrisburg United Methodist?

Tim Prentice - Council Chair
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   Harrisburg UMC  INVITE your, 
NEIGHBORS, your CO-WORKERS. to join us on  May 7,  for 

a Stop Hunger Now’s meal packaging event.   Sign up to bring your family to fill 
bags with rice, soy, and dehydrated vegetables to feed those in crisis-burdened areas 
and school feeding programs around the world.  Families are encouraged to register to 

package meals together. Donations are needed to cover the meal cost.  Did you 
know that for as little as 29 cents, a bag filled with rice, soy, and dried vegetables can 
feed a family?    Join us on May 7.  Please donate or sign up to help package meals.   
We need 40 volunteers/hour. 

PRAY FOR THE HUNGERY IN OUR WORLD                                                                     
 Page 3

													 Time	to	Save	the	Date	for	a	DEEP	SEA	DISCOVERY	
					 	 											VBS	July	29	&	30	

								 									Contact	Susan	Foulks	to	Serve	

Save	the	date	for	VBS!!		This	summer	we'll	be		
diving	deep	into	His	Word!		At	Deep	Sea	Discovery	

Vaca?on	Bible	School,	we'll	start	at	the	boBom	of	the	sea	and	
learn	that	God	is	with	us-	whever	we	go!		Our	diving	expedi?on	will	

begin	on	Friday	night,	July	29	and	con?nue	on	Saturday,	July	30.			All	rising	K	
-	4th	grade	students	are	welcome!		RegistraJon	will	begin	June	1st.	
	 
We're	looking	for	volunteers	to	guide,	have	fun	and	experience	His	
Word	with	our	young	divers!		If	you'd	like	to	be	part	of	this	cool	adventure	or	
just	have	ques?ons,	please	email	Susan	Foulks	at	sfoulks1@gmail.com	or	call	
704-455-7190.		No	experience	necessary!!			
Lots	of	help	needed	from	registra?on,	planning,	publicity,	decora?ng,		
shopping,	ac?ng,	serving	food,	leading	ac?vi?es......whatever	you	can	do,	we	can	use!		 

mailto:sfoulks1@gmail.com
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