
Advent Week 4 Devotions

Monday, December 18th - Read 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

David had what seems to be a good idea, good enough that the prophet Nathan 
gave him the thumbs up to proceed. God, however, wasn’t so keen on the idea, 
reminding Nathan that God had not “lived in a house since the day I brought up 
the people of Israel from Egypt.” Not once had God asked David to build a house 
for Him. Both David and Nathan had some expectations about what God would 
want - and God surprised them! As we near the end of the Advent season, reflect 
on times when God has surprised you. What assumptions have you made or 
expectations have you had that were turned upside-down by God?

Tuesday, December 19th – Read Luke 1:47-55

Mary has just been told by the angel about what will soon happen to her. That’s a 
pretty big shock – it’s a lot to process, to say the least. God is getting ready to act 
in history in a really surprising, huge way, coming to our world in a baby born to a 
virgin. We might imagine how Mary could have responded: denial, tears, anger, 
etc. But, she doesn’t do any of that. Mary responds by worshiping. “My soul 
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices…” When we are faced with shocking 
news or have to deal with unexpected stuff in our own lives, how do we respond? 
Following Mary’s lead in responding by worshiping and praising God will make a 
huge difference in our lives when we are faced with shocking news or unexpected 
stuff.

Wednesday, December 20th – Read Luke 1:47-55

Given how we usually picture Mary, it might be a bit surprising when we really take 
time to digest what she says in her song of praise. The ‘song’ is strikingly political 
and purposefully provocative. It fits very nicely in the Hebrew prophetic tradition 
and with the rest of Luke’s Gospel, with its concern for the poor. Readers who 
consider themselves powerless, poor, and lowly find in Mary’s song hope for 
justice and vindication. Readers who consider themselves powerful and wealthy (if 
they are paying attention) would do well to heed the warning, but it’s easy to 
interpret this passage in an “overly spiritual” way. Surely the mother of Jesus 
wouldn’t be so political, so antagonistic to the rich and powerful, right? Yes, she 
was and her strong words are but a taste of what’s to come with her Son’s 



ministry. Here’s the key point (and a great point for us in the midst of our culture’s 
frenzy of consumerism and materialism that we call “Christmas”): if we rely on 
your wealth and power instead of relying on God, then we are committing idolatry. 
Jesus calls us to repentance and to put our whole trust in the God Who saves us. 

Thursday, December 21st - Read Romans 16:25-27

It’s here! Disclosed! Revealed! God’s salvation is not hidden, it’s not intended to 
be a secret – it’s meant to be shared, visibly lived. Paul presents God as a God 
who acts. God is not on the sidelines and God is not watching us from some 
distant, heavenly perch. And it’s not like God acted in Jesus all those years ago 
and then left the scene. God is still here – still moving – still acting! This might be a 
challenge for some of us to acknowledge. Can God shake us out of our jaded, 
‘seen-it-all’ stupor to see how He is working in surprising ways all around us? 
What new thing is God doing in our world? What new thing is God wanting to do in 
you?

Friday, December 22nd – Read Romans 16:25-27

These are the last few words of Paul’s majestic letter to the Romans. If you’ve 
read Romans (or any other of Paul’s letters), the last chapter is easy to skim or 
skip over entirely. It’s personal stuff, tying up loose ends, with names we don’t 
know and probably struggle to pronounce. We fly through this last part and head 
on over to I Corinthians. In doing so, we miss Paul’s final word. Many Bibles label 
this section as the “Final Doxology”. Doxology means ‘words of praise’, so Paul’s 
final word is praise. Paul’s praise in these 3 verses is for the God who has 
revealed Himself in the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is a 
word of praise for the Incarnation (“being in flesh”) and a reminder that Christmas 
is about the Incarnation, period. It’s also a reminder that we are called to offer 
praise to God – able, wise, and eternal. As you and your family make final 
preparations and arrangements for Christmas, what can you praise God for today? 

Saturday, December 23rd – Read Luke 1:26-38

Mary wasn’t expecting this at all. One wonders what she thought when the angel 
told her that she was “favored”. The whole “you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a child” thing is really inconvenient. I’d guess that it’s not how Mary and 
Joseph expected their lives to turn out. This is a surprising “in-breaking” of God 
into the lives of Mary and Joseph and into the world. It’s also pretty consistent 
with how God shows up in people’s lives throughout the Bible. God is not afraid to 



cause some “holy disruptions” in our lives. God is really good at leading us out of 
comfortable places in order to get us to repent, grow, and stretch. How open and 
welcoming are you to some “holy disruption”? Where does God need to shake 
things up in your own life?

Sunday, December 24th – Read Luke 1:26-38

“For nothing will be impossible with God.” We need to be reminded of this on a 
regular basis. We have a habit of trying to put limits on God, of trying to inform 
God what can and can’t be done. We might find ourselves acting a little like David 
in our first reading this week – trying to build a house for God, a defined space 
built by human hands. Here’s the good news: God is not limited by what we 
consider to be possible or impossible. God is willing and able to do things that we 
can’t anticipate, things we don’t even think to ask, things we can’t imagine. Our 
world today is a confusing place. In the world around us, we see so much anger 
and division. In recent weeks, we have heard so many accounts of sickening 
behavior and the rhetoric (religious and political) is becoming more toxic and 
hurtful by the day. Christmas itself has become a political weapon, used to 
disparage and attack people over political and religious differences. What a 
shame. God calls us to something better, a way of life that reflects the love of 
Jesus for all people (regardless of whether or not they say “Merry Christmas” or 
“Happy Holidays”). We look at the world today and wonder if there’s any hope for 
renewal or repentance or peace. Take a minute today to take a few deep breaths 
and pray. With Mary, sit and ponder the good news of Jesus in your heart. Cling to 
this promise today: nothing will be impossible with God.


