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Invitation to a 
Miracle 

The Harrisburg UMC 
Chancel Choir will present the 
Christmas Cantata “Invitation 
to a Miracle” Dec. 17th at 11 
a.m. 

Joyful sounds abound in 
this musical Christmas story 
arrangement.  Poets narrative, 
scripture passages, and 
creatively arranged carols.   

This cantata journeys from 
the miracle of prophecy to the 
glorious proclamation of the 
most significant moments.  

Out of the Box 
Christmas Play 

This musical takes place at 
the final dress rehearsal for the 
Christmas pageant. The 
costumes finally arrive and 
when they are pulled "out of 
the box," they are all wrong. 
Working together, the children 
come up with some unique, 
comical and heartfelt ways to 
share the Christmas message 
with their friends and family. 

Join us Dec. 17th, 6:30 
p.m. at the Harrisburg UMC 
Sanctuary 

Harrisburg Happenings 
A Community of Faith called by God to 

cultivate authentic relationships with Jesus 
by Worshiping God, Growing Disciples, and 

Loving Our Neighbors

Christmas Eve 
It does happen…Christmas Eve and the 4th day of Advent 
both fall on Dec. 24th this year.  So here’s the schedule.

Sunday morning worship,  December 24th there will be a 
10 a.m. worship service.  No Sunday School.

Christmas Eve Services 

5 p.m An informal, family friendly service geared toward 
preschool aged children.  Bring your whole family (yes even 
the baby who may cry) to worship and wonder at the gift of a 
baby into the world!

7 pm Traditional Candlelight and Communion   
Nursery will be provided for children under 3

 11 pm Candlelight and Communion
A quiet and contemplative service (no child care provided)
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Confirmation 
Confirmation will be offered 

beginning in January. Confirmation is 
for those in 8th grade and above who 
are not members of the church. It is a 
twelve week study of basic Christian 
beliefs, practices, history, and United 
Methodist theology. 

There will be a weekend long 
retreat in the Spring at Junaluska. You 
do not have to have been baptized to 
participate, nor do your parents need 
to be members already, and at the end 
of the 12 weeks you will be given the 
opportunity to join our church as a 
full member. Attendance and 
commitment to the 12 weeks must be 
a priority for you and your family. If 
you have any questions and are 
interested in becoming a confirmed 
member of our church then please 
email Richard Smith  
rsmith@harrisburgumc.org. 

Here’s the link to register.

There’ll  be a required Parent 
and Confirmand meeting January 7th, 
from 3:30 to 4:30 pm.  The first 
confirmation session will be January 
21st, from 3 pm to 4:30 pm .

On Christmas Eve it is our tradition to receive a 
special offering that goes to support missions that seek to lift 
up the downtrodden and proclaim to good news of Jesus.  
This year we will split our offering between Suitcases of 
Hope and Niner United.  We hope you will give in person 
when you come to worship on Christmas Eve  or online if 
you will not be able to be with us that evening.

 
Suitcases of Hope is a ministry begun by Ashley 

Garcia.  We had the great pleasure of baptizing Ashley and 
hearing her testimony of being adopted at 16 by Liz 
Benstead, a member of our congregation.  Suitcases of Hope 
provides a duffle bag full of personal items to children who 
are received into foster care with their belongings in a trash 
bag.  It offers hope and reminders of love to children in 
difficult circumstances.  You can find out more about it here: 
https://www.suitcaseshope.com/

 
Niner United is the cooperative ministry of multiple 

denominations to provide a campus ministry at UNCC.  Led 
by Rev. Steve Cheyney, whose family’s membership is with 
us at HUMC, Niner United is widely recognized as one of 
the best and more comprehensive campus ministries in the 
country.  They have recently received a grant from the Lilly 
Endowment that will match gifts dollar for dollar so all that 
we give will be multiplied.  Niner United is changing lives, 
raising up leaders for Christ in a new generation, and sharing 
the good news on our local college campus.  You can find out 
more about their outstanding ministry here:  https://
www.ninerunited.org/
 

J o i n  u s  f o r  C h r i s t m a s  C a r o l i n g  D e c  2 1 ,  
m e e t  a t  t h e  c h u r c h  a t  6  p m .

https://www.suitcaseshope.com/
https://www.ninerunited.org/
https://www.suitcaseshope.com/
https://www.ninerunited.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1duf8xXAi2gameYSj7nr5Xh6ucttSgb1ir1bEFyGMHJw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1duf8xXAi2gameYSj7nr5Xh6ucttSgb1ir1bEFyGMHJw/edit?usp=sharing
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Community Dinner
The missions committee is  putting 

together a December Community Dinner.  
The menu will be Brunswick Stew and 
Cornbread. Mark your calendars for 
Wednesday, December 27th.  Adjusting the 
time to 5 p.m - 6:30 p.m. 

The 2018 plans for this project are up 
in the air.  Missions is looking for an 
individual or team to step up and lead the 
Dinners in 2018.  Anyone interested can 
contact Bill Shepard 
bill_shep_1@yahoo.com or Scott Kleban 
scott.kleban@gmail.com

__________________

Flower Calendar 
The 2018 Flower Calendar is on the church 
office door.  Cost to place flowers in the 
sanctuary is $50 for both arrangements. 
Just stop by the office or call 704-455-2311.

If you’ve not had a chance to give to the 
Staff Love offering, the date for donations has 
been extended through Sunday, December 17th. 

Thank you in advance for your 
contribution.

-- 
Questions contact Chad Roberts - 

chad.s.roberts@gmail.com
__________________

Change is a Process not an Event
There are going to be a few changes in regard to the newsletter in 2018.  Most likely it will be a gradual change, 

so please be patient with the Office Manager during this transition.   Yes, this is me, Shirley, writing this…..  As the 
world is quickly changing in how it communicates, it is difficult for many of us to keep up or even try to.  But that does 
not mean we should ignore what is happening around us.  Communication is key when it come to sharing the message 
of the Good News of God’s Love.   I also realize that not everyone can or should jump on the tech bandwagon, 
however as a community of faith we must do our best to invite people, offer opportunities for spiritual growth, and love 
each other while doing it even if the approach looks a little different.  

So here’s a few things that are going to happen. In January, we are going to a monthly newsletter.  It will be sent 
via email and hard copies will be at the church at both main doors as they are now.  We are encouraging people who 
have access to the church website, www.harrisburgumc.org, to start referring to the website for information.  There’s a 
link on the website called News and Events. Items from the Newsletter and updates will be found there, along with an 
effort to keep the Facebook page, Facebook group notifications, and Twitter current.  You can link to both Facebook 
and Twitter from our website.  Yes, Instagram is a future resource.  

Above all, please call the church and speak to me if you have questions about events and programs at the church. 
Feel free to call me about how to use the website, we’ll work it out together. 

Thank you for you patience as we start these new adventures.   Shirley

Attention everyone!!!!!!!!!!!  The deadline for articles for the January Newsletter are due Dec. 27th .

We would like to thank all of you for your 
thoughts, prayers, memorials, cards, phone calls and 
hugs as we have dealt with the loss of our mom and 
grandma, Annie Louise Hoover. 

She truly loved this church and her church 
family.  We appreciate all of you. 

Andrea, Lee, Robert, Andrew & Larissa 


