
Advent Week 3 Devotions

Monday, December 11th --  Read John 1:6-8, 19-28

 “Who are you?”, they ask John.  “Are you the Messiah?”  No.

“Are you Elijah?”  No.

“Are you the prophet?”  No.  

“Then who are you?”

“I am just a herald pointing the way” John says.   

Knowing your role in this kingdom work is everything.  Sometimes we can get an over inflated 
sense of our purpose and our role in this Kingdom work.  We see someone in pain and we think 
we can fix it for them.  We see someone stuck in their mistakes and we want to clean it up for 
them.  The temptation to “save” those we love is BIG.  However, that is not our role.  Like John 
we aren’t Messiah or Elijah, or the prophet – we are heralds pointing others to the one who IS 
Savior – to Jesus.  As we begin this 3rd week of Advent preparation, ask God to remind you of 
your role in the kingdom and who might need you not to help or save, but to point them to Jesus 
who is coming to save.  

Tuesday, December 12th -- Read Psalm 126

Have you ever been at the end of your rope, just about ready to give up and throw in the towel 
when something happens to change the course of things?  Mary Ana was about 4 weeks old and I 
was tired; Wes had gone back to work so I was doing all the nighttime feedings and all the day 
time diaper changes.  I felt like I was just barely keeping us alive and we for sure were skipping 
showers.  My friend Jill called to check on me and ask what I need and I just fell apart.  “I’m so 
tired.  She eats all the time, she cries when I put her down, I am doing like 3 loads of laundry 
every day and my kitchen is a mess.”  I felt end of my rope despair and no hope.  I got off the 
phone and 20 minutes later Jill was at my door with cleaning supplies and she spent the 
afternoon cleaning my kitchen.  It was a dream!  It was hope!  It was restoring to my soul!    That 
is what the Psalmist is writing about in Psalm 126.  The moment when you feel like you can’t 
hold on and then God shows up with everything you need.  “When the Lord restored the fortunes 
of Zion, we were like those who dream!  Our mouths were filled with laughter and shouts of 
joy.”  When have you known God’s restoration when you were at the end of your rope?  Spend 
some time in thanks or in prayer for this powerful work of God.

Wednesday, December 13th – – Read Isaiah 61:1-4



These words from the prophet Isaiah are read by Jesus in Luke 4 at the beginning of his ministry, 
they are his “mission statement”.  What a powerful reminder of why the Lord is coming to us and 
what he will do.  He offers good news, binding up of sorrows, liberty, release, comfort, and 
praise.  Our God is not silent in the face of suffering, injustice, and despair.  Our God hears the 
cries of those in need and comes to us to lift us from our mourning chair and plant us in the 
strength of his love.  Take a few moments in prayer today to read this scripture and pick one 
phrase that speaks to you.  Why does it speak?  What is God’s word of healing and hope to you 
today?  

Thursday, December 14th – Read Isaiah 61:8-11

How easy it is to despair of a world without justice!  How easy to look at those who do wrong 
and never seem to pay the price for it! There are those who look at Christian hope for a world of 
peace and justice and only scoff at such naïve foolishness.  But we are people who believe the 
words of the prophet; God loves justice.  God will faithfully work justice for the oppressed and 
suffering.  God will cause righteousness to spring up from the ground and he will begin that 
work in his people.  What is sown will be reaped at the harvest, that is the message of the 
prophet.  Disciples of Jesus sow justice and peace trusting that God will keep his promises and at  
his coming will set the world right.  Advent is about hope that does not disappoint.  How are you 
setting your heart on this hope even in the face of world that denies that anything can change?   

Friday, December 15th  -  Read Psalm 126

Knowles Shaw wrote this familiar hymn in 1874 inspired by Psalm 126:6. Read it today and 
reflect on what you have sown to God’s glory 2017 and what harvest God is inviting you to 
celebrate today.  

Sowing in the morning, sowing seeds of kindness,

Sowing in the noontide and the dewy eve;

Waiting for the harvest, and the time of reaping,

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.



Sowing in the sunshine, sowing in the shadows,

Fearing neither clouds nor winter’s chilling breeze;

By and by the harvest, and the labor ended,

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.

Going forth with weeping, sowing for the Master,

Though the loss sustained our spirit often grieves;

When our weeping’s over, He will bid us welcome,

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.

Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves,

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves,

Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves,

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.

Saturday, December 16th – Read John 1:24-28

“I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal” 

Humility.  I am struck by John’s bold humility.  John was not afraid to point to Jesus.  He was not 
afraid to tell people they needed to get their house in order.  He was not afraid to take on the 
establishment.  But he did all those things we absolute awareness of who he served and who he 



was in light of who God is.  At the end of the Eucharistic prayer in Catholic mass just after the 
invitation to the Lord’s supper, the people of God respond: 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

These words have always moved me.  None of us are worthy of God’s love or being called God’s 
children, and certainly we are not worthy of Christ coming to the world to give his life for ours.  
Yet, God has come to the world to heal us, reconcile us, restore us, and make his home with us – 
to share our roof.  Offer a prayer today in humility asking for God’s forgiveness and for his 
healing touch in your life once again.  

Sunday, December 17th – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Let’s be honest, not all of our circumstances are happy ones and yet Paul tells us to “Rejoice 
always” and “give thanks in all circumstances”.  For most of us this is a hard teaching and I don’t 
have an easy answer.  What I do know is that practicing gratitude in all circumstances and 
rejoicing always are the fruit of a life of ongoing conversation with God (i.e. pray without 
ceasing).  Prayer does not always change our circumstances but it does change us.  It does not 
always feel joyful, but it does help us to see God at work and know we aren’t alone which is 
surely a reason to give thanks and rejoice.  Come to worship today no matter your circumstances, 
hear the good news of God’s love that led him to come to us, and see if your soul does not find 
reason to praise.  


