
Devotions --- Second Week of Advent 
Monday, December 4, 2017 -- Read Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

For many of us (especially children) the season of Advent is a time of looking forward. We look 
forward to parties, time with friends and family, good food, and of course, gifts! the reading from 
the Psalms this week is very much a ‘looking-forward’ passage. Unlike many other Psalms and 
other Old Testament passages, we don’t read anything about what God has done previously. 
Instead, we read about what God will do, in the future. It can be tempting for us to live looking 
backwards – the Psalmist reminds us again that our hope is in what’s to come, in God’s future, in 
what God will do in us and in the world. As you read today’s passage, pray that God will give 
you hope for the future.

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 -- Read Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

Psalm 85:10 is doozy. That one little verse has four heavy-duty theological terms that carry a lot 
of weight: Steadfast Love. Faithfulness. Righteousness. Peace. These are serious concepts with 
depth and profound meanings. What I love in this verse is how the writer takes these heavy 
words and makes them familiar. “Steadfast love and faithfulness will shake hands. Righteousness 
and peace will share a kiss.” There’s a playfulness here, a sense of joy and fun that we don’t 
often associate with Scripture. Even more exciting is how, in the future the Psalmist is telling us 
about, the world we are waiting for, these ‘ideas’ aren’t going to be heavy or serious – steadfast 
love, faithfulness, righteousness, and peace will be part of everyday life. As constant and normal 
as sunshine and handshakes and kisses. Today, we pray that God will help us prepare for that day 
by making steadfast love, faithfulness, righteousness, and peace a part of our everyday lives.

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 – Isaiah 40:1-11 

Building a road over or through a mountain is dangerous, even deadly, work. And if it’s not done 
well, it makes driving an irritating and perhaps dangerous experience. When we visit Toni Ruth’s 
mom, one of our routes takes us up a road that was not really done well. More than one member 
of the Smith family has gotten car sick because of the turns on that road. So when Isaiah talks 
about “mountains and hills made low” and “uneven ground (becoming) level”, it means that the 
journey will be made easier and quicker. After the pain of exile, Isaiah is telling God’s people to 
make way for God, to prepare a path in the deserts of their hearts, filled with mountains of doubt 
and despair. Isaiah is calling these people to let God flatten those mountains and smooth out the 
rough places in their hearts and souls, to make a way for the God Who gives comfort. As you 
pray today, ask God to help you with the mountains and rough places that you are dealing with in 
your own life, so that you can prepare the way of the Lord.



Thursday, December 7, 2017 -- Read 2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Ah, patience, the constant enemy of my childhood – especially in December! Christmas always 
seemed so far away and I remember Sunday mornings in church, when it felt like there were 40 
candles in the Advent wreath and not four! Time, of course, is relative. When I was a kid, these 
weeks leading up to Christmas seemed to last forever and now as a pastor and a parent, they 
seem to fly by, making it seem like there’s no time to prepare. Peter reminds us that it might 
seem that God is being really slow about this whole “day of the Lord/return of the Lord” stuff, 
but that has more to do with our perspective and our impatience than God’s timing. Our hope and 
faith is that God is doing the work of reconciling the world to Himself and Advent reminds us 
that it’s not on our schedule, but on God’s. Today, pray for patience and perspective as you think 
about God reconciling the world to Himself in Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). 

Friday, December 8, 2017 -- Read Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus is the preaching of a prophet. Prophets are cool as long 
as they are talking about somebody else. But eventually, they’re going to get around to you and 
me. We don’t have the luxury of standing outside of the hard word and harsh judgment. Tucked 
into the 2nd week of Advent is a sneak preview of Lent: repentance and forgiveness of sins. 
Preparing the way of the Lord isn’t about decorations and wrapping gifts and family get-
togethers – it’s about making room for God in your heart and life. This means there’s some 
cleaning up we’ve got do, some stuff we’ve got sort through and throw away. The job of the 
prophet is to point out the trash we need to clean up. That’s a pretty thankless job. Today, as you 
read about John the Baptist, ask God to help you see where you need to make room for Him in 
your life and in your heart.

Saturday, December 9, 2017 -- Read Isaiah 40:1-11

If you look outside at your lawn, you’re likely to see various shades of brown and yellow. The 
grass that was once green and vibrant is now faded and kinda sad. The flowers are gone, too. If 
your yard is like mine, everything looks a little drab come December. Isaiah uses that image to 
talk about people – we are like grass. We come and go like grass and flowers…gee, thanks, 
Isaiah (remember what I said yesterday about not liking prophets?)  But, the word of God will 
stand forever. In Advent, we are awaiting that definitive Word of God, the Word become flesh in 
Jesus Christ. So, we aren’t gathered and burned like grass, we won’t wither and fade like flowers 
– God gives us life through Jesus! Today, pray that God will help you see examples of life in the 
world around you. Give thanks to God for giving us His Word in Jesus!



Sunday, December 10, 2017 -- Read Mark 1:1-8 

The promise of John the Baptist is ultimately realized in the giving of the Holy Spirit. Not only 
does John give us a sneak peek of Lent, we’re given a preview of Pentecost! The promise of 
Advent is a promise of power – not earthly power, which is so often measured in dollar signs or 
firepower. It’s the power of the Holy Spirit – the power to love, to show mercy, to forgive, to 
stand firm in the midst of pain and persecution, to have hope even when we’re in the valley. This 
season is a reminder that our power comes from God as a gift of grace and love. Today, pray that 
God will help you to know the power of the Holy Spirit and then will help you share the joy, 
hope, peace, and love that comes from that power.


