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Chili Cook Off
Sunday, Nov. 5, 2017 at 5:30 pm  

Everyone thinks they have the best chili recipe, so 
why not put it to the ultimate test? Enter your chili in 
this year’s  cook-off and settle it once and for all.  

Bring your family and friends! You’ll  have a great 
time and enjoy some tasty food all at once. Enter your 
mild, medium, hot, or unusual chili by emailing or 
calling Richard Smith 704-455-2311 or 
rsmith@harrisburgumc.org. 

Donations will be accepted to support Harrisburg UMC’s youth fellowship events and retreats.   

Even if you don’t enter the Chili Contest  we still want you to come and have fun and enjoying some 
chili. 

Following the Chili Cook-off, stick around 
and see two pastor get a pie in the face. 

Annual Charge Conference 
Sun., Nov. 5th 7:00 pm 

  
Come celebrate what God has done and is doing in and through us at Harrisburg UMC! 
 Every year we gather to reflect on the year that has been, give thanks for the 
leadership that has made it possible, and look forward to the year to come.  Normally, 

this is a business meeting that few attend, but this year we are turning it into an evening 
of fun and fellowship.  Join us for the Annual Chili Cook Off at 5:30 pm and then stay as we 
celebrate and acknowledge the ministries of 2017 .  As a special treat for those who stick around, the 
Youth are sponsoring a “Pie the Pastor” event.  There are 3 jars in the main hallway, one for Pastor 
Toni Ruth, one for Pastor Wes, and one for Pastor Richard.   The two pastors who accumulate the 
most money for missions will get a pie in the face at the end of Charge Conference.  You won’t want 
to miss the fun! Be sure to contribute to one or more of the jars.  Who do you want to see get a pied.
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The Star 
On November 19th, the Children’s Council has arranged for a 
private showing of the movie “The Star, the Story of the First 
Christmas”.  This private showing will be at AMC’s Concord Mills 
theater.  

The Star is an animated comedy/musical of the first Christmas 
told from the perspective of the animals.  Show time is approx 
3:30-3:45pm. (after Christmas Pageant practice). Movie length is 1 
hr 26 min.  Prices:  Children (2-12) and Seniors (60+)  is $7.50.  
Adult ticket is $9.00.  We will be taking orders for tickets until 
Sunday, Nov 12th.  Payment is requested at time of reservation.  

Contact Denise Spittle if you have questions:  
denisespittle@gmail.com (704) 576-1243 

Exciting news 
from The 
Missions 

Committee   

The Gift GivingTree will be 
up in the Narthex the 
Sunday after Thanksgiving. 
The Giving Tree supports 
CVAN (Cabarrus Victims 
Assistance Network).  

Please take a request from the tree and place the 
unwrapped gift under the tree by Sunday, 
December 10th.

Your gifts make a huge difference to the 
women and their children who are in the 
battered women's shelter in the Concord area.

Thank you for your support. Please call 
Margaret Williams 719 213 5278 if you have 
questions.

We’re only $165 short of our goal to 
raise $2,000 for Habitat for Humanity.   

Habitat for Humanity is an awesome 
organizations whose mission statement is  
“Guided by God, Habitat Cabarrus 
transforms lives and our community by 
uniting all of Cabarrus County around the 
cause of decent, affordable housing for 
everyone.” 

We are so close to our goal.  Let’s 
work at going above and beyond. 
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Fresh Flowers are one of my favorite things in the Sanctuary.  They have a way of reminding us of 
the beauty of creation and the life God gives.  Did you know that you can provide the flowers in the sanctuary 
for worship?  Here are just a few reasons why you might want to consider it:
 

1. It is an opportunity to give God glory and gratitude for the life of a loved one or just because you are 
thankful for what God has done.

2. You get to take BOTH arrangements home after worship and can easily put them into your 
own vases to enjoy.

3. Two arrangements for $50 is WAY less expensive than buying them on your own.  It is a 
great way to celebrate someone’s birthday or a special anniversary that you would 
want to acknowledge anyway.  If you have particular colors you would want, 
the florist can accommodate that. 

 
If you are interest in signing up for a special week to honor or commemorate what God 
has done, call the church office 704-455-2311. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MUSCIAL  
December 17th, 6:30 p.m. 

We are going OUT OF THE BOX with this years Christmas Play. The rehearsals are in full swing; 
singing, memorizing script and dancing.  There’s so much to do and so little time.   We are in need of 
some unusual costumes for this Christmas play.   

We received a few things put are still in need of the following: Cheerleading pompoms, cowboy 
vest, stick horses, pirate hats, pirate (plastic swords), scarfs, soliders uniform, sailor suit, princess 
 costume, ballerina costume, a stuffed fox, large super hero cape.  No size requirement just need the 
costumes.   Please contact the church if you have something we can borrow 704-455-2311 or 
administration@harrisburgumc.org 

Thank you

Rehearsal Schedule for Out of the Box 
The children are working very hard on this musical and are trying to 

work around all the holiday events.  As it stands the practice schedule is 
listed below. We’ll continue to keep this updated.

Nov. 5th  3-4 pm - Script Practice  and 4 - 5 p.m. Music Practice
Nov. 12th 4 -5 pm. Music Practice
Nov., 19th 1:30 p.m - 3:30 p.m. Everyone (time adjusted for The 

Star movie)
Nov 26th 4 - 5 p.m  Everyone
Dec 3rd 3 - 5 p.m.  Everyone
Dec. 10th 3 - 5 p.m. Everyone
Saturday, Dec 16th, 9 a.m. Dress Rehearsal
Sunday, Dec 17th 6:30 p.m Performance

Please note that Script practice for Sunday, Nov. 
5th is cancelled.  Please just come to the Music 
Practice at 4 p.m. in the Sanctuary.



NOVEMBER 1, 2017 HARRISBURG UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

!4

What	Happens	When	You	Tithe:	
An	Ar3cle	of	Confession	
 
I have been actively involved and 
committed to Christ and the Church since 
I was 16 years old. I have loved the 
church and have sought to serve my Lord 
through Vocational Ministry. The Lord 
has led me down many paths and 
adventures I would have never considered 
doing without His leadership in my life. 

He has put thousands of unbelievable people in my life and has allowed me to serve in missions in 
four South American countries as well as over 50 domestic trips over my lifetime. He has been there 
for me when my world crashed on multiple occasions, he listened to me rant and rail through the pain 
of those events. He has been forever faithful to this servant of his, even if I went kicking and 
screaming.
 
The one thing I found the most difficult thing to do and to be faithful about was this idea of tithing. I 
have always “wanted to” but something always seems to get in the way of my being faithful. I 
blamed low wages, only if I made just  little more money, then I could tithe. I blamed it on the 
expense of raising a child. I’ve blamed a long failing marriage. I could go on spreading the blame, as 
we all do.  I sometimes would try to rationalize it by saying to myself, you serve the church with 
your life, doesn’t that make up for more than giving my 10%? Surely it counts for something right?
 
Well, to tell the truth, I felt something lacking in my life of faith. I felt convicted because I was not 
giving God my best. I know He does not need my small offering, but what He desired was my 
faithfulness and complete trust. When Amy and I got married two years ago, in the midst of a job 
loss, and starting at HUMC with a part-time salary, and her job was coming to an end and she too 
was getting ready to start a new job. We decided we would put our trust full in God and we would 
tithe, and probably not at the safest financial time in our lives!  Our gift bumped up and down every 
month according to my part-time work I picked up on the side. And I would watch what we gave to 
the church and think that sure would be nice to be able to spend on some of our debt that we carried, 
or even to use it to save for our honeymoon. Financially we were in a weird place, never sure of how 
much we would be able to make the next month. We continued to tithe anyway.
 
Two years later, I look back and see that every month God has been incredibly faith to us. We can 
both recount stories of how God provided for us time and time again. We wondered how we would 
pay our taxes, and then at that very moment I would get a call to have the opportunity to make 
exactly what we needed with a part-time job. Or He would bless us with a surprise from out of the 
blue that would carry us through. Tithing is not a get rich thing like many think. Tithing is the 
awesome privilege we have to participate in the Kingdom of God as coworkers in the things He is 
doing to reshape our world. Now that we have been tithing for the past two years, it is so much a part 
of our lives that we look forward to giving more when those blessings come our way. Please do not 
think I am boasting in any way, but pointing to another way to deepen your own walk with God by 
fully trusting Him even with your finances. An experience that I can fully vouch.

Pastor Richard
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Calling all Wise Men and Wise Women!  
The Welcoming and Connecting Committee is looking for several people to don their 
Jerusalem best and represent us at the Live Nativity during the Harrisburg Town Center Tree 
Lighting on Friday, December 1st.  All costumes are provided.  We will have 1 hour shifts 
starting at 6pm and running to 9pm.  We also need young families with babies under 1 to play 

Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus. A sign up sheet is posted 
on the bulletin board outside of the Narthex.  Please 
email Susan Foulks at  sfoulks1@gmail.com if you are 
interested in participating in this wonderful chance to 
celebrate and share the real reason for the Christmas 
season. 

The truth be told…..the most important part of 
the Harrisburg Tree Lighting is not the tree, the 
hay ride, the hot cocoa, the music, or all the 
fun…and there’s lots of community family fun at 
the Harrisburg Tree Lighting.  But the most 
important part is that we have an opportunity, as 
a community of faith, to tell the story of the birth 
of Jesus. 

HUMC PARTNERSHIP with PITTS SCHOOL ROAD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
It has been a fun year so far, helping in the school.
We helped to provide:  Back-To-School Breakfast for the teachers, Donated school supplies, Helped the 
Kindergartens in the lunch room every day for the first 4 weeks
NEXT ….. We want to:

INCREASE OUR NUMBER of VOLUNTEERS:    
      Working with the children is a VERY rewarding experience…
Could you… 

Work in the classrooms with the students (once a week)
Help the students with their Science Fair projects (one-time 
event)
Periodically provide small ‘mailbox’ Thank You gifts and 
notes to the teachers
Cafeteria day-off relief for teachers (one-time obligation)
Eat lunch with a class of students
Possibly start a mentoring program for students

Please contact Linda Brown  704-453-1030;  linda@leadingedgeideas.com if you can help 

mailto:sfoulks1@gmail.com
mailto:sfoulks1@gmail.com
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Update from iBelong Team: 

The iBelong Team is reaching into 4 special needs classrooms 
in Harrisburg this school year! 

This will be our third year in the AU classes for autistic 
children at Patriots Elementary. We provide a monthly, theme-

based craft and a snack for these children. 
This will be our first year in the MU classes for multiply disabled 

children at Pitts School Road Elementary. These children have more   
severe disabilities and significantly different needs than the students at  

Patriots. Their teachers have requested that we provide them with 
prepackaged individual servings of plain applesauce and with Goldfish crackers on a 
regular basis as they need them. The craft 
for these students will be very simple 
because they must be done with hand-
over-hand assistance. The teachers have 
also asked if we could provide help with 
field trips when extra hands are needed. 
Another way we can help is to provide 
some extra clothing to be kept in the 
classroom for changing after spills or 
accidents. They said clothing in sizes 7, 8 
and 10 for both boys and girls would be 
most welcome. If your children have 
outgrown things in those sizes, perhaps 
you would “hand them down.” 

We are hoping that individual 
members of the congregation will take 
turns providing the needed supplies for 
crafts and snacks. I will be developing 
lists of needed items on a monthly basis. 
A sign up sheet for items will be placed 
outside the iBelong room. We will also 
communicate needs for these classes via 
the newsletter and bulletin. Requests will 
be posted far enough ahead so that individuals can get the items they sign up for to the 
church in time for any prep work that may be needed. 

In some cases, there will be prep work involved in readying the crafts for the 
students. If you would be interested in helping with that, please contact Robin Breidinger 
(607) 743-9247 directly. 

Thank you in advance for sharing the love of Christ with these special students! 

Could you donate one or more 
of these items?

They need to be brought to the church by 
November 12th.  

1 box of snack size ziplock bags
1 box of sandwich size ziplock bags
1 box of quart size ziplock bags
1 box of gallon size ziplock bags
1 package of brown paper lunch bags
1 box of 5 ounce (kitchen size) paper cups
2 jugs (128 fluid ounces each) Hawaiian 
Punch Juice Drink
2 packages of six individual servings of plain 
applesauce
Thanksgiving theme paper napkins for 16


