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HARRISBURG HAPPENINGS 
HOMECOMING 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24th 

That’s Right! It’s HOMECOMING time.  Here at HUMC Homecoming is a celebration of 
our history, memories, guest speakers, and good food.   

Pastor Dan Hester will be presenting the morning message at both serves.  Pastor Dan 
served Harrisburg from 2004 - 2011.  Here’s what’s been happening with the Hester Family. 

Here’s a short walk down memory lane.  Be sure to join us this Sunday to remember and to 
celebrate all the ministries of HUMC. View all the photo albums this Sunday: they will surely bring 
a smile to your spirit.   Here’s a few pictures….can you identify Tim Prentice, or do you remember 

why the sanctuary was filled with clothing, 
has the choir changed that much, and who 
is that dressed as the tin man and the 

scarecrow 
with the 
cute little 
Dorothy?
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Homecoming Covered Dish  
YUM! YUM! 

It’s been said that "food tastes better when you eat it with family" 
and that's the perfect example of our annual Homecoming meals.  
Please join us September 24th after the 11 a.m. service to share a 
covered dish meal with our church family and friends.  Please 
bring a meal large enough for your family + one to share.  Hope to 
see you there!

  The Children’s Ministry Council is sponsoring a 
Family Game Night, Friday, September 22th, from 

6:00 - 8:30 p.m. in the church Fellowship Hall.   This 
event is the Kick off for our Homecoming Weekend.   

A Taco Bar will open at 6 p.m. with games beginning at 
6:30 p.m.    Join us as we get together, mingle, and get to 
know each other.  This event is for everyone!  There will 
be games for preschoolers through centenarian.   You can 
even rock out in the dance room while eating popcorn. 
Be there or be square.  So bring you family or come by 
yourself.  Fun is the order of the evening.   If you have a 
game you want to play, bring it with you!

Women of God Growing Together Through Prayer 
 

Come away with your sisters in Christ to rest, pray, play, and worship 
November 10-12, 2017 at beautiful Lake Junaluska, NC.  Pastor Toni 
Ruth and her friend and colleague, Rev. Kathy Pierce will be leading 
a weekend away for women designed around deepening your prayer 
life.   We’ll be learning about upward prayer (focused on God), 
inward prayer (focused on self) and outward prayer (focused on 
others).   Cost is $140 (includes meals and lodging) and space is 
limited to 15 adults.  A deposit of $50 is due by October 1st to secure 

a spot.  Contact Pastor Toni Ruth for more information 704-455-2311 
or ToniRuth@harrisburgumc.org.
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Hello Food Pantry Friends, 
Wow, what a day we had processing lots of wonderful donations and shopping with 26 

families (84 individuals)! 

Our needs for the coming week are: 
whole kernel corn 
mixed vegetables 
fruit 
small cans of chicken noodle soup 

You all are such a blessing in helping feed the less fortunate in our community!   
We really appreciate all that you do! 

Questions about the Food Pantry call 704-957-8629

Family Photos 
Thank you to David Benson who’s agreed to take family 
pictures at the church on Oct 8th & 15th.  These pictures 
are for in-house use and so we could create our own 
directory.  All you need to do is have you or your family 
stand together, smile and you are on your way.  If you 
already have a family picture please send it to 
administration@harrisburgumc.org.    IF NOT let us take 
your picture on Oct 8th or 15th.  No paperwork, no 
purchase, no forms, just smile and it’s as easy as that. 

Pearl knit took a break for the summer, however they are back 
meeting again, every Wednesday at 11 a.m.  in the Conference Room.  Pearl knit 
is for persons interested in learning to knit or who simply want an opportunity to 
break out their yarn and needles that haven't been used in a while. Pearl knit's 
focus is to be encouraged, enjoy Christian fellowship, learn a new talent, and 
share in community with one another.

It’s easy to join, just stop by on Wednesday at 11 a.m. 

Free Community Dinner 
Wednesday, Sept 27th 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

Menu: Turkey, Sweet Potato Casserole, Green Beans & Dessert.
    Volunteers are needed! Please check the sign up sheet on the bulletin 
board this Sunday.  AND we need apple pies (15 to be exact)— so far we 
have none.  Homemade or storemade.  This is a simple way to be part of 
this ministry. 

mailto:administration@harrisburgumc.org
mailto:administration@harrisburgumc.org
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The Myth of Perfect Faith 

More	&mes	than	I	care	to	count,	I	have	invited	someone	to	a	
growing	life	with	God	and	heard	in	response	a	lament	about	the	

inadequacy	of	their	faith.		
		
“I’d	teach	Sunday	School,	but	I	don’t	know	enough	about	the	Bible.		What	if	someone	asks	

something	that	I	can’t	answer?”		
“I	can’t	pray	at	that	mee&ng,	my	faith	is	just	not	good	enough.”		
“I	want	to	have	a	beGer	prayer/devo&on	life	but	I	just	can’t	get	it	done	7	days	a	week	and	I	just	feel	
guilty.”		
		
For	me,	a	truth	that	we	don’t	talk	about	enough	that	could	help	us	when	we	feel	this	way	is	simply	
this:	no	one	has	perfect	faith.		We	walk	around	with	this	illusion	that	if	our	faith	is	not	deep	and	
unwavering,	fully	literate	in	all	that	the	Bible	teaches,	and	undergirded	by	a	daily	devo&onal	life	that	
we	s&ck	to	without	fail,	then	our	faith	is	“not	good	enough.”				The	truth	is	that	no	one,	not	even	your	
pastors,	have	a	“perfect	faith”.			It	is	so	easy	to	compare	our	life	with	God	to	that	of	others	and	feel	like	
we	don’t	measure	up!		When	we	do	this	we	make	perfect	the	enemy	of	good	or	more	to	the	point	we	
may	perfect	the	enemy	of	GROWTH.		
		
God	does	not	expect	perfect	faith,	God	invites	us	to	an	authen&c	rela&onship	with	Him	that	is	real	
about	our	doubts,	honest	about	our	struggle	to	priori&ze,	reliant	on	grace	for	our	many	failures,	open	
to	change,	and	willing	to	admit	what	we	don’t	know	so	that	we	can	learn.		God	is	looking	for	disciples	
who	know	they	are	not	good	enough	and	are	leaning	on	the	only	one	who	is	perfect.		You	don’t	have	
to	have	to	be	a	biblical	scholar	to	lead	a	study.		You	don’t	have	to	have	perfect	words	to	pray	out	loud	
in	a	group.		If	you	miss	a	day,	or	a	week,	or	a	month,	or	even	a	year	of	devo&on	&me,	God	is	not	
wai&ng	to	tell	you	how	you	are	not	good	enough.		No,	in	all	our	“not	enoughs”	God	meets	us	with	
grace	and	second	chances	and	new	mercies.		So,	let	go	of	perfect	and	take	a	chance!		Pick	up	your	
Bible,	go	to	a	new	small	group	or	retreat,	volunteer	to	pray,	say	yes	to	the	invita&on	to	serve!	You	
won’t	be	perfect,	but	you	will	always	be	loved	and	God	will	grow	new	life	in	you	through	every	
stumbling	step	you	take.		
		

Pastor	Toni	Ruth
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Stepping Stones Preschool  
Grandparents Day Breakfast 

There’s a lot of sweetness happening and not only the breakfast treats.  Stepping 
Stones serves children ages 3 & 4.  

Grandparents Day is 
a special 

celebration as the 
children sing and 

then share 
breakfast with their 

Grandparents.
Too, too cute for 

words.

You can support Stepping 
Stones Preschool

by attending Spirit Night 
@ Sweet Frog on 

Thursday, September 21st, 
5pm  - 8 pm.

Please join us at the Sweet Frog across from Concord 
Mills this Thursday from 5-8. Mention you're with 

Stepping Stones Preschool and help us raise funds for 
our playground improvements! A sweet treat for a great 

cause!! 
I hope to see you there! 😊
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in Harrisburg Happenings

Kids Khorus is back in session.  Rehearsals are on Sundays at  4:00 pm.  All 
children grades 1st - 6th are encouraged to join this choir.  We’re working on a special 
anthem for Children’s Sunday, and yes, it’s time to begin rehearsing a Christmas Pageant.   
We look forward to seeing you there!   Contact Melissa Prentice with any  questions at 
704-929-0720 or melissamprentice@yahoo.com

Finding  God in the Movies - Meeting on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday afternoons 
at  2:30 p.m.   Every time we meet we’ll be discussing a different movie, so you can join 
us once or for every discussion.  Sept. 20th we’ll be discussing clips form Shawshank 
Redemption.  It might be helpful to watch the movie before, but NOT necessary.    

 Through this study of movies, the hope is to bring faith and life together to link the 
experience of the story on screen with our personal experience of Christ. Contact Shirley 
to sign up 704-456-8181 or administration@harrisburgumc.org

Sticky Faith - This study is designed for anyone raising  or hoping to influence an 
older elementary to high school youth on their faith journey. 

This study is being offered by Richard Smith on Wednesday nights from Sept. 20th - 
Oct 11th, at his home from 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm.  Contact Richard for directions or 
questions  rsmith@harrisburgumc.org or 704-455-2311

mailto:melissamprentice@yahoo.com
mailto:melissamprentice@yahoo.com

