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Homecoming is 
Sunday, September 24th.  
Guest Speaker, Pastor 
Dan Hester  

HARRISBURG HAPPENINGS

Blessing   
of the Bookbags           
Aug 27th, @ 9 & 11 

a.m.  Worship Services

Promo%on	Sunday
August 27th, 9:45-10:45am

The children will “Jump Up” to their new Sunday School 
classes for the Fall on Sunday, August 27th.  Parents, please 
accompany your child to their class and stay with them for 

the first few minutes so you will have an opportunity to meet 
their teachers.

Here are the classroom assignments
Nursery - 2 and under - Room 13
Preschool -  ages 3 & 4 - Room 14
Godly Play 1 - Kindergarten - 2nd grade - Room 7
Godly Play 2 - Grade 3rd & 4th - Room 8
Arms - Grades 5th & 6th - Room 11
Youth - Grades 7th - 12th - Youth Room #3

As always,  if your child is under 10 years of age, please return at the end of class to pick them 
up.  Teachers will not release the children until you have come to get them.

Youth End of 
Summer Cook-out 
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Jump 
Up!

Promo%on	Sunday	if	for	Adult	too!
August 27th, 9:45-10:45am

Don’t hide in the reeds,  your Christian Education is important too!
There are four adult classes currently meeting.  

The Men’s Class, room 5.   This class uses the Adult Bible Study Series. On   
September 3rd will begin a study on the Signs of God’s Covenant.

Middle Ground  room 2. Currently studying the Art of Neighboring
New Community, meets in the fellowship hall (by the coffee pot) and is studying the Book of 

Ezekiel.
A Connection Class is a short term class that will meet in the fellowship hall (by the stain glass 

window)  on Sept  10th, 17th & 24th, this class is for people wanting to know more about 
HUMC, it’s ministries, and how to get involved.

School Supply 
Drive 
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Sticky Faith Book Study to Begin  
Sept. 13th - Oct. 11th, 6:30 - 7:30 pm @ Richard & Amy Smiths Home	

Giving seniors a “graduation Bible” and hoping for the best just isn't cutting it. Roughly 50% of 
students walk away from the church after they graduate High School.
In response to this problem, the Fuller Youth Institute has conducted the College 
Transition Project, a national longitudinal study following over 500 high school 
seniors during their first three years in college.  The goals of this research are to 
understand the dynamics of youth group graduates transition to college and to 
identify the relationships and best practices in youth ministries, churches, and 
families that can help set students on a trajectory of lifelong faith and service.
FYI’s research confirms that it’s never too early or too late to start developing 
faith that continues to grow and lasts.  Sticky Faith gives parents and leaders both 
a theological/philosophical framework and a host of practical relationship and 
programming ideas that develop long-term faith in teenagers. “ excerpt taken 
from Fuller Institute Sticky Faith Website.

 
This study is designed for any one raising or hoping to influence an older elementary to high 

school youth to have the opportunity to develop a faith that will take them through their college years 
and beyond. It will last 5 weeks and will meet at the home of Richard and Amy Smith. Cost will be $10 
for the book. We will meet Wednesday nights from 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm, September 13 – October 11. 
Please sign up by letting Richard know at rsmith@harrisburgumc.org and by bringing in your payment 
by September 3.

Building Team Update - August 14, 2017

The Building Team continues to work faithfully following HUMC’s 
Charge Conference in late June.  To date, we have met four times, and we have 

received a grant of $10,000 from Wesley Community Development (WCD) to help support 
our work. Joel Gilland of WCD has been helping the team prepare to interview charette facilitators. 

The charette process brings together local knowledge, concerns, and values with outside expertise to 
help guide answers for solving for a design for our church property.  No decisions have been made since 
we are still in the early steps of this process.  The Building Team will provide periodic updates as our 
work continues.  

Please be in prayer for the Building Team and our church as we seek to faithfully serve God and our 
community.

Sincerely, Chrisanna B. Voight
Building Team Chair

mailto:rsmith@harrisburgumc.org
mailto:rsmith@harrisburgumc.org
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Nursery Staff 
Ever wondered who the lovely ladies are that keep our beautiful kiddos on Sunday mornings? Your Staff 

Parish Relations Committee thought it would be a good idea to gather a little information 
about them for your benefit. Please be sure to tell them how much you appreciate them! 

Maggie Rivas:
“I was born in Mexico City, Mexico. I am an IBCLC (International Board-Certified Lactation 
Consultant) My hopes and dreams are for my children to have a great future after going to 
college and living on their own so I finally rest in peace. I have 3 children.  Stephanie (26), 
Leslie (17), and Kevin (15). I'm a very busy person, but in my spare time I enjoy siestas and 
mimosas. I love the little babies and I love caring for the little ones.”

Brittany Brooks
“I was born in Matthews, NC. I am a fourth-grade teacher for Cabarrus County 
Schools. My husband and I live in Concord with our cat, Lucy, and we are 
expecting our first child in September. This summer has been so fun preparing 
our home and lives for our little girl. In my spare time I enjoy reading, shopping, 
crocheting, and spending time with my family. My favorite thing about keeping 
the nursery is imaginative play with our toddlers and holding our precious 
babies.”

Elizabeth Marlowe:
“I was born in Charlotte, NC. I am a Masters of Public Health Candidate at UNCC. I 
hope to work in Women's Health through local health departments. I have no children; 
however, I am getting married in November! In my spare time, I like to go shopping 
and out to eat at new restaurants. My favorite thing about keeping the nursery is 
watching children grow.”

Jill McDowell
“I was born in Leominster, Massachusetts and I moved to Charlotte about two 
years ago now. I am currently a senior at the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte. I am studying to get my bachelors in social work. I one day hope to 
work for family and children services at DSS and in further time own my own 
adoption agency. In my spare time I love to hike, dance, travel and spend as 
much time with my god children as possible. Working in the nursery I am excited 
to watch these children grow and learn to love themselves and one another!”
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Dear Congregation,
 
The Missions Committee will be hosting a Church BBQ on Thursday, October 12 
serving both lunch and dinner at the church.  We will also be offering take-out for both 
Lunch and Dinner this year (and offering to-go Tailgate Packs for those who are attending/
or watching from home the Panthers' game in Charlotte that evening).  We'll need 
volunteers for both meals, so please mark your calendars.  All proceeds will benefit 

HUMC Missions Projects.
 
In preparation, we will be holding an organizational/planning 

meeting at 12:15 pm on Sunday, August 20th (after the 11:00 am 
Service) for anyone interested in helping plan this year's Fall BBQ.  (all 

are welcome to attend)  
 

The Missions Committee

                    Turning your worries into prayers	
 	

	 	 I remember the night before the first day of school when I was a kid.  It was, for me, full of 
questions and anxieties no matter if I was starting the first day of elementary, middle or high school, 
college or graduate school.  “How will I do this year?  Will my teacher like me?  What will I learn?  Where 
will I sit?  Who will sit with me? What if I fail?...”  As a parent now I find that the questioning and anxiety 
are still there for me, “Who will their teacher be?  Will they make the right choice?  What if they need my 
help and I don’t know what to do?  What if someone is mean to them, will they know how to respond?  
Will they stick up for the outcast like we’ve taught them?  Will they succeed?  What if they fail?”  None of 
us, at any age, are immune to life’s questions and worries.  The things we don’t know and can’t control will 
always be there.  So, how do we as disciples of Jesus face new things, unknown things, worrisome things?  
How do we turn our worries into prayers? 	
 	 When our children tell us some question or worry is keeping them up we offer them a paraphrase of 
Philippians 4:6-7.  It goes like this, “Don’t spin your wheels worrying, but when you feel anxious tell God 
what you are thankful for and then tell God what you need and God will put peace in your heart.”  There is 
something about listing all the good, all the blessing, all the happy that reminds us we aren’t alone; God is 
already at work in us, in the world, in our children, in our work, and in our school.   If God is already at 
work, then we can trust that God is going to keep on work in our classroom, our friendships, our teachers, 
our growing children, our successes, and our failures.  No matter our worries, God wants to us share them, 
to tell God what we need, and to let God’s spirit work peace in our spirits so we can face new things 
unafraid.  So, go pull out your Bible, read Philippians 4:6-9, tell God what you’re thankful for, tell God 
what you need, remember that God goes with us, and find peace as a new year begins.	
 	

Pastor Toni Ruth	
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School Supplies 
 Over the next few weeks, we’ll be collecting school supplies for Pitts 
School Road Elementary School.   School lists are usually at the stores or if 
you want to provide a complete list for a child go to http://www.school-
supply-list.com/3rd-grade-school-supply-list.php,where you will find 
supplies list for each grade.   Or stick with the basics: pencils, pens, paper, 
pink erasers, glue sticks, pencil cases, pocket folders. 
 Your support of our local school students is greatly appreciated. 
 There will be a box at the front entrance of the church for your 
donations.

Green River Tubing August 19th. Cost is $10. We will meet at the 
church at 9 am and will return later that evening. You will need to pack a 
lunch and bring money for a fast food stop on the way home. If you 
would like to go contact Richard (rsmith@harrisburgumc.org). 
 

Annual End of Summer Cook Out
August 27th, 5 – 7 pm at the home of Mike Brown

Families Welcome.  Please RSVP to Richard (rsmith@harrisburgumc.org) for a 
Head count by August 20th.

 Looking ahead:  Mark your calendar for Fall Youth Retreat at Ocean Isle, 
September 29th  – October 1st.

Missions 
Update 

Watch for details 
in future 
newsletters for the 
following projects

•Pitts School Road 
Elementary School 
School Supply 
Drive

•The Annual 
Habitat for 
Humanity 
Spaghetti Dinner,  
Oct. 22nd. 

•The Free 
Community 
Dinners August 
30th, 4:30 p.m. - 
6:30 p.m.   Spiral 
Cut Ham, Mashed 
Potatoes, Veggie 
and Dessert

Plan to attend or 
plan now to 
Volunteer.

NETWORK	
DISCOVERING	YOUR	SPIRITUAL	GIFTS	
Can	God	use	me?	How	can	I	connect	to	
the	church?	What	gi7s	do	I	have?	How	

can	I	use	them	to	serve	God	and	
others?	

 
If you're interested in getting some answers to 

these questions, you are invited to join us for our 
upcoming Network class. Network is an 
exploration of how God works through you and 
your spiritual gifts, your personality, and your 
ministry passion. The upcoming Network class, 
which will be on three consecutive Sunday afternoons, 3:00-5:00 pm – 
September 10th, 17th, and 24th. The cost for materials is $11 (scholarships 
are available if needed). The class is open to all - members and guests. To sign 
up, please visit our webpage (harrisburgumc.org) or contact Pastor Wes.	

http://www.school-supply-list.com/3rd-grade-school-supply-list.php
http://harrisburgumc.org/
http://harrisburgumc.org/
http://www.school-supply-list.com/3rd-grade-school-supply-list.php
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     Janet Schultz is the owner of Blue J Eco-Friendly Small 
Office Cleaning Service.  This is the cleaning service that 
Harrisburg United Methodist uses.  
     From their website, here’s a little about Blue-J.  Blue J 
Eco-Friendly Small Office Cleaning is the vision of Janet 
Schultz and began its development in November, 2012. We 
proudly provide Cabarrus County NC with small office 
cleaning services, as well as the greater Charlotte, NC region. 
     Our purpose is to provide the community with 
environmentally conscious cleaning services through the use 
of eco-friendly products and practices. An additional yet 

equally important goal is to employ individuals living with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), 
assisting them in leading autonomous and sustainable lives.

Our latent goal is to become a successful and marketable franchise so that the Blue-J mission may 
extend beyond the Greater Charlotte, North Carolina area.

Browse our website and if you have any comments or questions, please feel free to contact us.
On August 16th, at 7 pm! Janet Schultz and Joe Malinowski are the guest speaker discussing 

Living with Autism and The Power of Work. There will be a Q&A session, as well!
The event will be held at Niblock Homes, 729 Concord Parkway, North Concord, NC. All  are 

HCAM Food Pantry Report
Hello Food Pantry Friends,

You all are the best!  Thanks so much for 
the donations this past week!!

We shopped with 14 families ( 50 
individuals) today.  Shelves and storage 
are looking really good except for the 
following canned items:

mixed vegetables
spinich
beets
small chicken noodle soup 
              (please no tomato soup)

I just can't tell you how pleased we are to 
know that we have your continued support 

in providing for 
those less fortunate  
in our community. 
 Please let me know 
if you have any 
questions or 
concerns.

Sincerely,
Maureen Floro
704-453-3556

Church and 
Parsonage 
Clean up 

day

The Trustees are hoping you will join forces 
with them to do some much needed fall sprucing 
up.   Mark you calendars for September 16th.  
Details about projects and time are upcoming. 

In the meantime, get your work gloves out, 
trimmers,, rakes….anything you might uses in 
your own yards.   

The trustees will be sharing more details as 
the date approaches.

Tuesday	Bible	Study	resumes	September	
5th	at	10	am	in	the	Library.	

		
We will be continuing to think about what it means to 
be a good neighbor and how we can engage our 
neighbors at a deeper level  as we study “The Art of 
Neighboring” .  No preparation needed, just bring 
your bible and an openness to learn from God how to 
love our neighbors. 

http://www.bluejsmallofficecleaning.com/about-2
http://www.bluejsmallofficecleaning.com/about-2

