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Sunday School 
Promotion Sunday 
Aug. 27th, 9:45am 

HARRISBURG HAPPENINGS

August 13th, 9:45 
a.m. Pastries with 

the Pastors

August Sermon Series	
August	13th		Taking	Time	in	the	Midst	of	Busyness	
August	20th		Closing	the	Door:		The	Fear	Factor	
August	27th		PromoBon	Sunday	and	Backpack	

Blessing.			Bring	a	New	Neighbor	to	worship

Blessing   
of the Bookbags           
Aug 27th, @ 9 & 11 

a.m.  Worship Services

School Supplies 
Over the next few weeks, we’ll be collecting 
school supplies for Pitts School Road Elementary 
School.   School lists are usually at the stores or if 
you want to provide a complete list for a child go 
to http://www.school-supply-list.com/3rd-grade-
school-supply-list.php,where you will find 
supplies list for each grade.   Or stick with the 
basics: pencils, pens, paper, pink erasers, glue 
sticks, pencil cases, pocket folders. 

Your support of our local school students is 
greatly appreciated. 

There will be a box at the front entrance of the 
church for your donations.

	PROMOTION SUNDAY
August 27th, 9:45-10:45am

The children will “Jump Up” to their new Sunday School classes for the Fall on Sunday, August 27th. 
 Parents, please accompany your child to their class and stay with them for the first few minutes so 

you will have an opportunity to meet their teachers.
As always, please return at the end of class to pick them up.  Teachers will not release the children 

until you have come to get them.

Youth End of 
Summer Cook-out 
Check out details 

on page 3 

http://www.school-supply-list.com/3rd-grade-school-supply-list.php
http://www.school-supply-list.com/3rd-grade-school-supply-list.php
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Have you met Pastors Toni Ruth and Wes?   
If not, here’s an excellent opportunity.  
Sunday,  Aug. 13th at 9:45am in the 
Narthex you are invited to come socialize 
with the pastors, enjoy some refreshments, 
and ask questions. 

A Change to Your Staff 
Parish Relations 

Committee
 

To the Membership and Friends of HUMC:
After much thought and prayer I have decided to resign my post as 

chair of the Staff Parish Relations Committee.  I have served in this 
position for almost 3 ½ years, completing the term of our former chair, 
Beth Slane and serving my own term.  Over this period I have had the 
wonderful opportunity to work with a team that truly exemplifies the 
meaning of servant leadership.  I would like to thank everyone who has 
served with me on this committee for their commitment and dedication.

Chad Roberts, a member of this committee for the past 3 years, has 
agreed to take over this position and will be listed on the 2018 Church 
Council Leadership chosen by the Nominations Committee. Harrisburg 
UMC is so blessed to have pastors and staff that love us as they do and I 
know that Chad’s experience will help this committee continue to 
support our staff as we strive to live out our mission to cultivate true 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  

I am looking forward to spending more time with my family and 
investing in ways to deepen my own faith.  I will continue to serve God 
and this church but in other ways.  Thank you to my church family for 
many years of support.  God has truly blessed me to have found this 
community of faith.

            Yours in Christ, Mark Myers
 

Mark your calendars, 
Homecoming is Sunday, 
September 24th.  Pastor 
Dan Hester will be 
coming home to deliver 
the morning message.   

The traditional 
Covered Dish Lunch will 
follow the 11:00 am 
service. 

Missions is 
 gearing up 

Watch for details in 
future newsletters for the 
following projects

•Pitts School Road 
Elementary School 

•BBQ Fundraiser 
scheduled for Thursday, 
Oct. 12th.  

•The Annual Habitat for 
Humanity Spaghetti 
Dinner,  Oct. 22nd. 

•The Free Community 
Dinners

Sunday School Teachers, mark your calendars.  
August 29th at 6:30 p.m. has been scheduled for 
a time for all children & youth teachers to gather 
together. 

The church truly appreciates your commitment 
to teaching this year.  This meeting is an 
opportunity for teachers to go over expectations 
and upcoming events, and to discuss ideas and 

needs for the Sunday School as a whole. All teachers are strongly 
encouraged to attend. 

Pastries with the Pastors
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Green River Tubing August 19th. Cost is $10. We will meet at the church at 9 
am and will return later that evening. You will need to pack a lunch and bring 
money for a fast food stop on the way home. If you would like to go, you 
must let Richard know by Sunday August 13th (rsmith@harrisburgumc.org). 
 

Annual End of Summer Cook Out
August 27th, 5 – 7 pm at the home of Mike Brown

Families Welcome.  Please RSVP to Richard 
(rsmith@harrisburgumc.org) for a Head count by August 20

 Looking ahead:  Mark your calendar for Fall Youth Retreat at Ocean 
Isle, September 29th  – October 1st.

								Why	is	Educa,on	Important?	
		
                                  

Or, more to the point, why is education important for those of us who are disciples of Jesus Christ?  This 
is an important question for Christians, especially in our world today when the very concept of "truth" is contested. 
American society as a whole is echoing the question Pilate asked Jesus: "What is truth?" (John 18:38). 

One goal of education is to help us think clearly and critically - in Scripture, this is known as discernment. We are taught 
in I Thessalonians 5:21 to "test everything, hold fast to what is good", which is the work of discernment. For me, one of 
the most important things about my education was, over time, I learned how to think and not necessarily what to think. 
This is what discernment is about - knowing how to live faithfully in the midst of confusion, difficulties, and doubts. Our 
world desperately needs Christians who are committed to the truth of God's love, grace, and holiness revealed in Jesus 
Christ and who live in the light of that truth.
 
Another goal of education as disciples is moral formation. Like "truth", basic morality seems to be up for grabs in our 
world (or completely ignored). Being a follower of Jesus is more than just basic morality, but in a time when we can't 
even seem to agree on the basics, it's our responsibility to know, to practice, and to model for our children the teachings 
of Jesus that give shape and form to our lives as disciples. It is our job to not only do these things ourselves, but to teach 
them to one another by how we live - especially for our children and young people. Those of us who know and have 
experienced truth in Jesus Christ have a duty to teach others about what we know by how we live.
 
Learning about God's world, studying the Bible, honest conversations about faith - these things energize and animate my 
own walk with Christ. I am passionate about education (Christian and otherwise) because there are just so many 
incredible things to know and experience in God's good creation. Here at Harrisburg UMC, I am really excited about 
how many opportunities there are to learn about what it means to be a disciple: Sunday school classes, Small Groups, 
youth and children's ministries, Bible Studies, Children's Church, and more! If you want to know more about these 
opportunities, feel free to email me or call the church office (704-455-2311).
 

Grace and Peace,  Pastor Wes
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