
Genesis 20 
Lesson Learned? 

 
Introduction: The life of Abraham resembles the life of every faithful Christian – a life of fighting temptation 
and falling into sin more often than we probably realize or would like to admit.  It is only by God’s grace 
that we are led to repent, resting on God’s full forgiveness and are strengthened to fight another day, until 
that day when the fight will be over and we rest in the victory of heaven.  Abraham was no different. 
 
Genesis 20:1-7

1. Abraham was a nomad.  He periodically moved from one place to 
another depending on what was needed for his herds and flocks.  
Where did Abraham settle, and who did he meet there? 
 
 
 

2. What half-truth did Abraham tell about Sarah and why? 
 
 
 

3. If you’re thinking that you’ve heard this story before, you’re right!  
When had Abraham done something similar?  Read Genesis 12:10-
20. 
 
 
 

4. Consider the promise that God had made in Genesis 18:10.  Why 
was this especially reckless on the part of Abraham? 
 
 
 

5. How did the Lord make it clear to Abimelek that he was not to sleep 
with Sarah? 
 
 
 

6. How does Abimelek initially respond to the Lord’s command? 
 
 
 

7. If you were Abimelek, what might you be tempted to do? 

Answers 
1.  Gerar (in the region of the 
Negev in southern Israel) -  
Abimelek the king of Gerar 
 
2.  Sarah was his sister and not 
his wife.  Abraham was afraid 
that Abimelek would kill him to 
get Sarah 
 
3.  In Egypt with Pharaoh 
 
4.  Abimelek could claim the 
Sarah’s child as his own if he 
slept with her 
 
5. Through a dream where he 
threatened Abimelek with 
death if he slept with Sarah 
 
6.  Confusion because he had 
been told that Sarah was 
Abraham’s sister - He honestly 
didn’t think that he was doing 
anything wrong 
 
7.  Punish Abraham for lying to 
you and getting you in trouble 
with God 
 



 
8. Abimelek acted in a more honorable way than God’s prophet 

Abraham.  When are Christians today guilty of doing the same, giving 
an unclear or confusing witness of what they believe and in whom 
they believe? 

 

 

Genesis 20:8-18 

9. Grade Abraham’s explanation to Abimelek for why he did what he 
did. 
 
 
 

10. Evaluate Abraham’s instruction to Sarah, “This is how you can show 
your love to me: Everywhere we go, say of me, ‘He is my brother,’” in 
the light of 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. 
 
 
 

11. Evaluate Abimelek’s response to Abraham’s excuses. 
 
 
 
 

12. How do we see God continuing to graciously keep his promise to 
Abraham, “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I 
will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless 
those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all 
people on earth will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:2,3)? 

 
 
 
 

13.  What lessons or reminders do you walk away from this account 
with? 
 
 

8.  Sex outside of marriage, 
Bad language, Generosity, 
Charity 
 
9.  Complete failure!  Failed to 
trust God’s protection stating 
that he was afraid that 
Abimelek would kill him for his 
wife Sarah.  Failed to take 
responsibility for his sin stating 
that Sarah was his technically 
his “sister” in the sense of 
sharing the same father but 
different mother 
 
10.  Abraham’s “love” was self-
seeking, more concerned 
about his safety than hers.  
Abraham’s “love” was not 
concerned about the truth.  
Abraham’s “love” did  not 
protect his wife, but put her in 
danger 
 
11.  Amazing and honorable.  It 
was better to have Abraham 
and his God on your side than 
against you.   
 
12.  Protected Abraham from a 
potentially dangerous 
situation.  Abraham continued 
to accumulate more and more 
wealth.  God protected Sarah 
from a pregnancy that would 
have brought many questions.  
God protected Sarah to be able 
to produce the child from 
whom a nation would come.  
God protected the family from 
whom the blessing of salvation 
would one day come. 
 
13.  Trust the Lord even when 
its’ scary.  Know that the Lord 
is faithful to his promises even 
when we fail.  God uses sinful 
people to accomplish his good 
purposes 


