
Genesis 17 
God Gives a Sign of His Promise 

 
Introduction: For nearly 25 years of Abram’s life, the Lord had been making and keeping his promises.  The 
Lord had brought Abram and his wife Sarai into a new land, and had given him wealth, power and 
protection.  Still, there were parts of what God had promised that Abram still waited to see fulfilled.  He 
waited to see how the Lord would make his descendants (still at zero) into a great nation – a nation that 
would produce the Savior for all nations.  The Lord again comes to Abram with a reminder of his promise 
that would not only be for Abram but for all of God’s people as they waited for the Savior to arrive. 
 
Genesis  17:1-8

1. Go back to 16:16.  How long was it between the previous account 
and this one? 
 
 
 

2. Why did God change Abram’s name to Abraham? 
 
 
 

3. Look at Romans 4:16.  How does God continue to add to the 
number of Abraham’s descendants? 
 
 
 

4. What did God also promise to Abraham’s descendants as long as 
they made the Lord their God? (vs 8) 

 

Genesis 17:9-14 

5. What physical sign did God give Abraham and his descendants of 
this covenant the Lord was making? 

 

 

NOTE: The Prophet Jeremiah (9:25ff) makes it clear that circumcision 
was commonly known among other ancient nations.  They practiced it 
either for hygienic reasons or as a puberty rite, as is still done today.  
To seal the solemn contract he had made with Abraham’s descendants 
God took this widely-practiced custom and designated it as a badge of 
his covenant. Peoples’ Bible – Genesis  

Answers 
1.  13 years had passed 
between the birth of Ishmael 
and this account.  Good 
reminder that these 
interactions with God were 
special and not a daily 
occurrence 
 
2.  Abram means “exalted 
father” & Abraham means 
“father of many.”  Indication 
that Abram would be the 
father of many nations 
 
3.  Abraham’s descendants are 
not only those who share his 
blood (Jews), but those who 
share his faith in the promised 
Savior Jesus now come 
 
4.  The land of Israel.  The two 
go hand-in-hand – if the 
people rejected the Lord, they 
would forfeit the promise of 
land. 
 
5.  Circumcision 
  



6. Who was to be circumcised and when was it to take place? 
 
 
 
 

7. Why was a person who rejected circumcision to be cut off from 
God’s people?  (vs 14) 

 

 

8. Does circumcision still hold the same significance for Christians 
today? 
 
 
 
 

9. Read through Paul’s words in Romans 2:25ff.  How had some Jews 
begun to abuse God’s intended purpose of circumcision? 
 
 
 
 

10. Considering the previous question, what might people be tempted 
to hold up as “signs” of being a Christian other than faith in Christ? 
 
 
 

Genesis 17:15-22 

11. What amazing promise did God make to Sarai, now called, “Sarah?” 
(vs 16) 
 
 
 
 

12. How did Abraham respond to the previous news God delivered to 
him concerning Sarah? (vs 17) 
 
 
 

6.  All males living in Israel.  On 
the 8th day after birth. 
 
7.  Circumcision was a sign of 
relationship with God.  To 
reject circumcision was to 
reject the Lord. 
 
8.  No.  In Colossians 2:17, the 
Bible calls these things 
shadows that pointed ahead to 
the promised Savior.  The 
shadow has been replaced by 
the reality of Jesus who has 
come as the mediator of the 
New Covenant sealed by his 
blood shed at the cross.  The 
Christians who lived 
immediately following Jesus’ 
ascension into heaven also 
made this clear by issuing a 
statement in Acts 15:1 that 
circumcision was not necessary 
for salvation.   
 
9.  They thought that 
circumcision was what made a 
person one of God’s people 
instead of recognizing that 
circumcision was a physical 
sign of the saving faith in a 
person’s heart 
 
10.  Church membership, 
holding a certain office in a 
church, the type of life that 
they lead, the amount of 
offerings they give, the way 
they dress, certain types of 
worship practices, traditions.  
Christian faith will naturally 
produce fruits of faith.  
However, we want to be sure 
that we are not depending on 
the “fruit” for our right status 
with God through faith.   
 
11.  Sarah (90 years-old) would 
give birth to Abraham’s son 
 
12.  Literally fell down laughing 
in joyous amazement 
  



13. What additional information did God provide concerning the son 
that Sarah would give birth to? (vs 19, 21) 
 
 
 

14. Go back to verse 18.  Although amazed at God’s wonderful 
promise, who did Abraham immediately consider? 
 
 
 

15. How did the Lord relieve Abraham’s concerns about Ishmael? (vs 
20,21) 

 
 
 

Genesis 17:23-27 

16. How did Abraham demonstrate his desire to walk before the Lord 
faithfully and fully? 
 
 
 

17. What reasons could Abraham have come up with for delaying 
circumcision? 
 
 
 

18. How does Abraham serve as an example for Christians in these final 
verses? 

13.  Name him Isaac. Born 
within the next year. 
 
14.  Ishmael – the only 
biological son Abraham had for 
the last 13 years.  Abraham 
cared for Ishmael and was not 
going to ruthlessly discard 
Ishmael because of the birth of 
Isaac. 
 
15.  God promised to bless 
Ishmael and make his 
descendants into a great 
nation also. 
 
16.  Immediately had every 
male circumcised including 
himself and his son 
 
17.  He was too old, losing 
workforce as they took time to 
recover from procedure 
 
18.  God’s will is not something 
for us to follow when we feel 
it’s convenient or we can work 
it into our schedules.  It is 
something to be carried out 
immediately and trusting his 
blessing in it.   
  


