
Genesis 15 
God Renews His Promise to Abram & His Descendants 

 
Introduction:  We all needs time of reassurance, to hear what we have heard before but need to hear 
again.  God knows his people.  Abram was no different.  He needed to hear again what he had heard from 
the Lord previously because living in this world can often cause us to forget.  
 
Genesis 15:1-6 

1. “After this…” reminds us of the context of the Lord’s words.  Look 
back at chapter 14 and explain why Abram may have especially 
needed to hear what the Lord said. 
 
 
 

2. While we might think that safety weighed heavily upon Abram’s 
mind, what was Abram specifically concerned about?  (vs 2,3) 
 
 

3. What logical conclusion did Abram come to about who his 
“descendants” would be? 
 
 
 

4. What further detail did the Lord reveal to Abram concerning his 
descendants? 
 
 
 

5. How did God visually reinforce his promise to Abram? 
 
 
 

6. Who are those “stars” of Abram’s descendants? (Romans 4:16) 
 
 
 

7. Why was Abram righteous in God’s sight? 
 
 

8. How was Abram’s faith different and the same as our faith today? 
 
 

Answers 
1.  This was a scary time and 
place in Abram’s life.  Abram 
had just returned from battling 
powerful foreign kings who 
had captured his nephew Lot.  
Was this going to be a regular 
occurrence?  How would he 
survive?   
 
2.  How the Lord was going to 
make Abram’s family into a 
great nation?   He still had no 
children! 
 
3.  Abram’s head of estate – 
Eliezer of Damascus 
 
4.  Biological son, not 
“adopted” 
 
5.  “count the stars…so shall 
your offspring be.”   
 
6.  All those who share 
Abram’s faith 
 
7.  Righteousness given to 
Abram through faith, trusting 
in what God promised to give. 
 
8.  Different in perspective, not 
object.  Abram looked forward 
to the righteousness God 
would provide in Jesus.  We 
look backward to the 
righteousness God has 
provided in Jesus.  All believers 
look to Jesus for righteousness 
that God has promised to 
provide 
  



Genesis 15:7-21 

9. What was Abram still concerned about? (vs 8) 
 
 
 

10. What future event did the Lord reveal to Abram as he fell into a deep 
sleep? 
 
 
 

11. What visible form did the Lord take? 

 

 

While the events described here may seem strange to us, they were the 
customs of the day in which a covenant was established.  The phrase, 
“The Lord made a covenant with Abram” is literally, “The Lord CUT a 
covenant with Abram.”  Animals were cut in half and placed on either 
side of an aisle.  The two parties cutting the covenant walked down the 
middle so as to say, “If either of us breaks this covenant, may what 
happened to these animals happen to us.”   

12. How does God give to New Testament Christians something similar in 
the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion as he did for Abram 
in this account? 

 

Genesis 16:1-6 

13. Explain why Abram may have agreed to Sarai’s suggestion concerning 
Hagar. 
 
 
 

14. How did Hagar respond to her pregnancy? 
 
 
 

15. How did Sarai respond to Hagar’s pregnancy? 
 
 
 

Answers 
9.  How was God going to give 
him this land occupied by 
hostile people? 
 
10.  Exodus of Israel from the 
slavery of Egypt and 
occupation of the Promised 
Land of Canaan 
 
11.  “a smoking firepot with a 
blazing torch”  Bright and 
powerful 
 
12.  God could have just said, 
“Trust me!”  But give us visible, 
tangible means through which 
those promises are delivered in 
the Sacraments. 
 
13.  Seemed like a good plan.  
Technically was still going to be 
a biological child as God 
promised.  Had been waiting 
for 10 years!  Still making up 
for having passed her off as his 
sister in Egypt??? 
 
14.  “she began to despise her 
mistress”  Angry at Sarai for 
the situation she was now in 
 
15.  Angry at Abram and 
blamed him for the way Hagar 
was treating her.  Mistreated 
her. 
 
16.  “I just did what you asked 
me to do.  Your problem, Sarai.  
Do whatever you see fit.” 
  



16. How did Abram respond to Hagar’s pregnancy? 
 
 
 

17. How did Sarai exhibit the natural tendencies when confronted by our 
sin?  Examples? 

 

Genesis 16:7-16 

18. How did the Lord comfort and care for Hagar? 
 
 
 

19. Describe Ishmael’s descendants. 
 
 
 

20. What did Hagar name the Lord and why? 
 
 
 

21. Note Abram’s age at the birth of Ishmael. 
 
 
 

22. What might we learn from Abram and Sarai in this account? 

Answers 
 
16.  “I just did what you asked 
me to do.  Your problem, Sarai.  
Do whatever you see fit.” 
 
17.  Blame others and get rid 
of the reminders of that sin.  
Examples?  Getting angry at a 
pastor for pointing out my or 
my child’s sin.  Getting angry at 
spouse for problems instead of 
seeing our contribution to the 
situation.  Getting angry at 
employer for addressing your 
negligence.  Moving from 
church to church because 
don’t like what I’m being told.  
 
18.  Visible presence.  Promise 
that her son would not die. 
Promise that her son would 
become a nation himself. 
 
19.  Hostile and violent 
towards others.  Arab nations 
trace ancestry to Ishmael 
especially those of Islam who 
claim that Ishmael was the 
chosen son of Abram, not 
Isaac. 
 
20.  “You are the God who sees 
me”  Believed that God would 
watch over her now and into 
the future. 
 
21.  86 years old.  Will be 
significant when we consider 
the relationship between 
Ishmael and Isaac 
 
22.  When you try to take 
things out of the Lord’s hands 
and into your own, it only 
leads to sin, pain, heartache 
and bitterness.  The Lord’s love 
and care does not discriminate 
based on position in life.  He 
cared for the servant Hagar as 
much as her mistress Sarai.   


