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An Eye Toward Methodism 

Dear Grove UMC Family, 

Did you know that since 1976, US presidents have designated Feb-
ruary as Black History Month? The history behind this designation 
goes back to 1915 when Harvard-trained historian Carter G. Wood-
son and Rev Jesse E. Mooreland "founded the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH)." The ASNLH dedicated 
its work to "promoting the achievements of Black Americans and 
others of African descent." (https://www.history.com/topics/black-
history/black-history-month; 2023). 

United Methodists have a long history of advocacy for people of 
color. We might point to our biblical roots. For now, let us focus on 
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism. In 1791, near the end of 
his life, Wesley penned his last letters. Among them is one written 
to William Wilberforce, an anti-slavery crusader.  

In his letter, Wesley urged Wilberforce to "Go on, in the name of 
God and in the power of his might, till even American slavery (the 
vilest that ever saw the sun) shall vanish away before it." (https://
www.umc.org/en/content/timeline-methodism-in-black-and-white; 
2023). 

Wesley baptized two "Negro slaves," Bessie and Sofia, on Novem-
ber 29, 1758. Wesley's journal and Methodist historical records in-
dicate these women returned to Antigua to help establish the first 
Methodist Society. (https://methodistchurchantigua.org/our-history-
1/; 2023) 

Harry Hoosier was born into slavery near Fayetteville, NC. In 1785 
Hoosier received his license to preach as an African Methodist cir-
cuit riding preacher. "Black Harry," as he preferred to be called, had 
preached his first sermon three years earlier, in 1782, at Adams 
Chapel in Fairfax, VA.  
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Welcome Our New Members  
Todd & Diana Millsaps 

His sermon, "The Barren Fig Tree," is said to be the first Methodist      
sermon preached by an African American. Harry kindled a flame among 
thousands who heard him     proclaim God's saving word. Bishop     
Thomas Coke, one of the first of two Methodist Bishops in America, wrote 
of Black Harry, stating, "I really believe he [Harry Hoosier]  is one of the 
best preachers in the world. There is such an amazing power attends his 
preaching though he cannot read, and he is one of the humblest        
creatures I ever saw."  
(https://nccumc.org/history/memorable-methodists/harry-hosier/; 2023). 
 

The United Methodist 2016 Book of Discipline, Social Principals ¶162 reads: 
The rights and privileges a society bestows upon or withholds from those who comprise it   
indicate the relative esteem in which that society holds particular persons and groups of    
persons. We affirm all persons as equally valuable in the sight of God. We there- fore        
work toward societies in which each person's value is recognized, maintained, and      
strengthened. We support the basic rights of all persons to equal access to housing,           
education, communication, employment, medical care, legal redress for grievances, and 
physical protection. We deplore acts of hate or violence against groups or persons based on 
race, color, national origin, ethnicity, age, gender, disability, status, economic condition,     
sexual orientation, gender identity, or religious affiliation. Our respect for the inherent dignity 
of all persons leads us to call for the recognition, protection, and implementation of the       
principles of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights so that communities and individuals 
may claim and enjoy their universal, indivisible, and inalienable rights. 

I invite you to learn more about The United Methodist Church by joining me in a five-week 
study on Methodism. This in-person Methodism class begins Sunday, February 12th,          
following 10 am worship. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall 11:30 am– 1:00 pm to share a 
light lunch as we study, learn and grow together. Nursery provided. To sign up, don't hesitate 
to get in touch with the church office at 540-639-2807. 
 
In Christ's abiding love, 

 
Pastor Jan 

Make an appointment to chat with your 

Pastor. Call 540-639-2807 ext 2 

 

Ministries Board Meeting   

Thursday, February 16th  7:00 PM at Grove 



 

 

 

 

 

Ila, Ali and Lucy Schepisi and Jayne and Ella Cox at Resurrection Youth Conference 
in Pigeon Forge, TN.  Ila posted on social media during the event, “Grove United Methodist 
Church (Radford, Va.) We are back at Resurrection!  Making memories and growing our   
relationship with God while praying in expectation. Do you pray in expectation?” 

Resurrection attended by 4,000 Under 'One Faith, One Hope, One Lord' Theme  
 

by: Annette Spence - Bishop  

 

PIGEON FORGE, Tenn. – A few days after preaching to 4,000 youth and their leaders at 
Resurrection, the Rev. Stephanie Hand was still in awe of seeing so many young people joy-
fully worshiping God and responding to his call on their lives. 
 
“It filled me up,” she said in a phone interview from her home in Charlotte, North Carolina. “I 
experienced something in a grandiose way." 
 
On Jan. 20-22, 195 groups from Holston Conference and beyond poured into LeConte Cen-
ter in Pigeon Forge for the 38th annual winter spiritual weekend for youth known 
as Resurrection. 
 
The Friday-night-through-Sunday-morning gathering included four worship sessions spread 
out through the weekend, with time gaps for youth to discuss the messages and take in tour-
ist attractions with their own small groups. The theme was “One Faith, One Hope, One 
Lord,” based on Ephesians 4:4-6. 
 
Hand, a United Methodist clergy member of the Western North Carolina Conference, shared 
her life story while preaching Bible stories with applications to teenagers’ lives, including the 
prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32), the feeding of the 5,000 (John 6: 1-15), and Israel’s rebellion 
against God’s promise (Numbers 14: 1-9). She carried a basketball on stage, preached while 
pacing through the audience, and led youth in “Ain’t no party like a Holy Ghost party” cheers. 
 
 “The energy in the room is transformative,” Hand said after a “Holy Ghost” cheer that had 
students dancing and rushing to the stage. “Does anybody feel God is in the building today?” 
 
Participants were invited to dedicate or re-dedicate their lives to Jesus Christ, resulting in 
hundreds coming forward. Another invitation to pursue a lifetime call to ministry resulted in 
about 75 responses, Hand said.  
  
See full article in The Call or at https://www.holston.org/article/resurrection-2023-17287291 

https://www.holston.org/author/2546444


 Opportunities to Grow & Serve 

• Adult Bible Study is held on Sundays at 9:15 am in the O’Donnell   

Classroom. Facilitated by Wayne Pridgen. 

• Families First is a ministry for families with children from birth to 18 

years of age. This ministry group meets the first Sunday of 

every month  after 10 am worship. Find support, grow your 

faith, fellowship, play, and engage in ministry together.  

They will begin the new curriculum Wild Life, a series from 

the gospels on spiritual habits. 

• The Grove Book Group meets at 6:30 pm on Zoom. If you would like to 

join us, contact Terica Fisher at (540) 357-1016 or tericafisher@msn.com. 

• New United Methodism Study “What Being United 

Methodist Means” begins February 12th after worship. This 

five-week study that covers United Methodist history,           

doctrine, and polity. Sign up in the narthex or call the church 

office at (540) 639-2807 or email groveumcpastor@gmail.com. 

The book “Living as United Methodist Christians” by Andy 

and Sally Langford will be provided.   

 

New Member, Beth McDaniel, 

who joined on January 22, 2023. 



       

O’Dell Calfee 
Barbara Mundy 

Those homebound  
Those in assisted living 

United Methodist Church 

Chris Dunn 
Bob Surber 

David Powell 
Shannon Nelson 
Daniel Lambert 
Pattie Crawford 

Amy Black 

Diane Pryor 
Jim & Sonya Nicely 

Renie Price 
Mildred Wall 

Doug Fitzpatrick 

Becky Ritter 

Please Remember in your Prayers 

Administrative Board Meeting Report 
 

The Administrative Board met on Tuesday, January 17, 2023, at 6:30 pm via Zoom. There 

were 11 members present. Highlights of the meeting included the following: 

• The Staff Parish Relations Committee continues to work with the Finance Team in the 

search for a part-time financial secretary. 

• The Ministries Board will hold its reorganizational meeting in February. Dave Winston is 

the new chair. Let him know if you have items that should be placed on the agenda. 

• The Trustees have begun planning for church roof replacement which will be a whole 

church project. 

• Work will resume soon on updating the church membership list and planning for Grove's 

150th anniversary. 

• The next Administrative Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at 

7:00 PM via Zoom. 

  Grove UMC is seeking hires for two paid positions.  

  Part-time Nursery Worker position would require the employee to be  

  present in the nursery every Sunday and coordinate other nursery  

  workers and volunteer schedules. 

 Part-time Financial Assistant position requires at least three years of experience in 

 financial accounting.  

If you or someone you know is interested in these  positions, contact the church or apply to 

our listings on Indeed.com. 

The church office will be closed on Wednesday, February 8th.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2                      

Revelation Study 

In-person 9am, 

Online 12:30 pm                                                                  

3                       

12:15 Grove 

UMC Staff 

Meeting  

4               

10:30 am Con-

firmation Info. 

Meeting   

5                                                   

9:15 am O’Donnell Class                      

10:00 am Worship                

11:15 am Families First        

6                                   

Book Group  

6:30 pm 

Zoom 

 

7 8              9                     

Last Revelation 

Study In-person 

9am, Online 

12:30 pm                                                                                         

10 11 

12                                             

9:15 am O’Donnell Class                      

10:00 am Worship  11:15 am 

United Methodist Study               

13              

Book Group  

6:30 pm 

Zoom 

14             

Valen-

tine’s 

Day 

15 16                               17 18 

19                                           

9:15 am O’Donnell Class                      

10:00 am Worship                 

11:15 am United Methodist 

Study                                       

4:00-5:30 pm Confirmation  

Session One         

20                  

Book Group  

6:30 pm 

Zoom 

21 22                         

 

23 24 25 

26                                           

9:15 am O’Donnell Class                      

10:00 am Worship                

11:15 am United Methodist 

Study                                         

4:00-5:30 pm                           

Confirmation Session Two       

27          

Book Group  

6:30 pm 

Zoom 

28     

Feb. 22nd   Ash Wednesday 

5:30 pm  Pancake Dinner hosted by Wesley               

followed by Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

February 2023 

 

We love him, 
because he first 
loved us.   1 John 4:19 

Feb. 9 Lay Leadership 

Development/ Nomina-

tions Meeting 5:00 pm 

Feb. 8th  

Office  

CLOSED 

 Feb. 16th  
10:30 am United Women in Faith  
7:00 pm Ministries Board 


